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Pic Studio Tool Shops Will Turn Out 
War Material tor U.S. on Night Shift 





Bomb sights and pictures are 
likely to be the new production or- 
der of the day for Hollywood's film 
factories. Looming for the studios 
is a work day of eight hours for dear 
old Celluloid and 16 hours for Uncle 
Sam, at least for the machine and 
tool shops located at the major stu- 
dios here. 

That such a situation is in store 
for the major lots came to light last 
week when film representatives called 
on Office of the Production Manage- 
ment officials in an effort to gain 
priority clearances on materials as 
vital to film production as to de- 
fense production, although the 
former need, except from a morale 


standpoint, can’t be considered as 
pressing in these days. 
After explaining studios needs, 


film representatives were let in on 
the fact that the Government had 
been eyeing the studio shops as a 
possibility for defense work for 
some time. Practically every lot is 
equipped with extensive machine 
(Continued on page 62) 


Jean Tennyson Singing 
On Celanese Air Show; 


Her Boss Is Her Hubby 


Perhaps for the first time in net- 
work radio the wife of the president 
of a sponsoring company will have 
a regular spot on her husband's pro- 
gram when the Celanese Corp.’s 
musical series takes over a half-hour 
on CBS Wednesday, Jan. 7. She is 
Jean Tennyson, one-time Ziegfeld 
Follies girl, who after her marriage 
to Dr. Camille Dreyfus, head of the 
Celanese Corp. of America, went in 
for grand opera. She appeared with 
the Chicago Civic Opera Co. in the 
mid 30s. Miss Tennyson is a soprano. 


Young & Rubicam, agency on the| 
account, is in process of recruiting 


an operatic cast, which will serve as 
a stock company, and a symphony 
conductor. Among those named as 
probable members of the troupe is 
Jan Peerce, now a member of the 
Metropolitan Opera Co. 


Whiteman Will Preem 
Mickey Rooney’s Symph 





San Francisco, Dec. 2. 


Mickey Rooney, who has had sev- | Motion Picture Producers & Distrib- | 


eral pop songs published, has also 
composed a symphony which Paul 
Whiteman will baton around the 
holidays. The Metro film star and 
the maestro have been talking it 
over in San Francisco, where White- 
man played the Palace hotel last 
week. 

The conductor will include a har- 
monica section as part of the con- 


cert orchestra for Rooney’s symph, | 


and the Four Polka Dots, from radio, 


will probably do the mouthorgan 
honors. 


wt 





| 
| 
| 
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| kind, 


Clipping Her Wings 
Holly wood, Dec. 2. 


Angel stuff being forbidden in 
pictures shown in _ England, 
Metro is shooting two versions 
of ‘I Married An Angel.’ 

Studio is getting around Brit- 
ish verbotens by taking wings 
off Jeanette MacDonald’s shoul- 
ders and doctoring dialog. 


Mexico, Cuba Push Each 
Other’s Singers Around 
In Discourtesy Duel! 











Mexico City, Dec. 2. 
Though Cuba has not been very 
officially, to some Mexican 
radio and other performers, a recent 
case of this brusqueness being the 
thrusting into a concentration camp 
of Tona la Negra, well-regarded 
warbler, because, it was alleged, her 
immigration papers were not in 
order, Mexican showfolk have com- 
plained to the Ministry of the In- | 


terior against what amounted to the | 
bum’s rushing out of Mexico of! 
Alejandro Rodriguez, Havana radio 
singer. 


Rodriguez entered Mexico about 18 
months ago under contract with local 
radio station XEW. He was a smash 
hit. He was relaxing in a nitery 
when immigration inspectors grabbed 
him recently on the ground that he 
had overstayed his residence permit. 


PIC STARS ON TOUR TO | 
BALLY SAVINGS BONDS 





Dec. 2. 
Boosting the sale of United States | 
savings bonds and stamps is the first | 


Washington 


duty of all film stars going out on| 
personal appearance tours, under the | 
new policy adopted by the Studio | 
Publicity Directors, following an| 
agreement with Howard O. Mills of 
lithe U. S. Treasury Department. 

| Policy is that each star on tour 


| will make at least one plea for the 
' financial sustenance of national de- 
|fense. Action of the Publicity Direc- 
| tors was commended for its patriotic 
| work by Will H. Hays, chief of the 








| utors. 

° 

| Grant’s 1606 WB Pic 

| Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

| . Cary Grant’s per picture coin hits 


, 


stratospheric heights in Warners 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 


stint, and if the picture goes beyond 
that period he gets an additional 
$25,000 per 


week. j 


GENE BUCK FLAYS 
PUBLISHER FOES 


Songwriters Give Their Presi- 
dent Rising Vote of Confi- 
dence — Publishers, Who 
Had Demanded His Resig- 


nation, Remain Seated 





—-- 


DEFEND ‘HATCHET MEN’ 





By BEN BODEC 


Members of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers gathered at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., Monday afternoon (1) for 
their semi-annual meeting and be- 
fore they got around to discussing 
amendments they were treated to 
a bitter brawl in personalities. Pres- 
ident Gene Buck, who started the 
pyrotechnics with an attack on sev- 
eral publisher-directors for trying 
to get him to resign, was frequently 
cheered during the proceedings and 
he obtained a rising vote of con- 
fidence even though most of the 

(Continued on page 50) 





BARS BARRING 
BARKEEP TUNE 


Iry Carroll’s ‘Bartender Song,’ 
which hit the Bluebird best 
list last week soon after it was re- 
leased, is getting an unusual reaction 
from bar-situated machines where 
it’s popular with customers. Tavern 


seller 


owners have forced its removal from | 
|a number of coin boxes in the N. Y. | 


area because of complaints from bar- 
tenders, about whom the tune is 
written 

There are a couple of lines in the 


(Continued on page 63) 


Equity’s Special 
Comforts for Its 
Members in Army 


| 
| 





Actors Equity, through a special 
inner group, is taking concrete steps 
to add to the comforts of members 
currently the 
States armed services. Project has 
; been under consideration for some 
time, but this week started moving. 


serving in 





} 
} 


At Equity’s council meeting yes- | 


| terday (Tuesday) it was proposed 


be sent weekly to each and every! 


(Continued on page 63) 





Inited | - : 
wes |newspaper photogs not to bring in|} 


ASCAP FEUD INTO THE OPEN 





Mark Woods or Edgar Kobak May 





Got Religion ? 





The Santa Claus season in the 
department stores has begun, 
and one of the most popular 
phoney Kris Kringles in N. Y. 
was one of the topflight boot- 
leggers in the Broadway sector 
during prohibition. 


He’s currently in his second 
season' in a major Fifth avenue 
emporium, and has already re- 
ceived a verbal option for °42. 


U.S. Hunts $250,000 
Possibly Cached By 











Hunt for $250,000, believed to have 
i been cached by Willie Bioff, is being 
'carried on by Federal agents, who 
are checking Coast banks and their 
connections in South America to de- 
termine if Bioff has buried some of 
that coin south of the border. 


Bioff is known to have made a hur- 


settlement of the studio strike in 
1937, when huge sums of money 
changed hands. Under the laws down 
there, all moneys in safe de>»osit 





claims, even if the depositor is an| 
alien. The chase is going on, not 
only in California, but in Chicago 
where Bioff maintained his head- 


| studios 
in 
‘METRO MUGGED INTO 

ADDITIONAL $250,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 2 

When rushes of ‘Panama Hattie’ 
showed Red Skelton, Rags Ragland 
and Ben Blue all trying to outmug 
each other in scenes which the stu- 
dio viewed with chagrin, Metro 
|}added another $250,000 or better to 
| the original production cost of $850,- 
1000 and called in Mary McCall, Jr., 
| to do a partial rewrite. 
| Many sequences already shot will 
be missing from the picture and new 
bits by Miss McCall inserted. Nor- 
'man McLeod, who directed, will 
handle additional footage. 











‘Gloomy Gus’ Era? 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Order has gone out to all Hearst 
plates with subjects smiling. One 
| lenser was called on the carpet for 
| shooting a $100 prize winner with a 
happy phiz. 
Shutter lads can’t quite figure out 


| which are both pet Hearst hates 





Willie Bioff in S.A. 


ried trek to South America after the | 
boxes are protected against outside | 


| quarters before he muscled in on the 


Head Independent NBC Blue Network 


The first of an expected number of 
important steps involving the future 
corporate policies and high person- 
nel of the National Broadcasting Co. 
were made last week. Still uncon- 
firmed but increasingly probable is 
the segregation from top to bottom 
of the Blue network under the pres- 
idency of either Mark Woods er Ed- 
gar Kobak. Elevations of one sort 
or another are in line for both men. 
The Blue cleavage may even go to 
the extent of separate premises, 
switchboards, officers and name. The 
| Secretary of State at Albany has 
meantime been requested by NBC 
to reserve the title of United Broad- 
casting System. 

The various changes already made 
or pending awaited for some time 
upon the return from Hawaii and 
California of David Sarnoff, head of 
the Radio Corporation of America. 
One legal question still to be de- 
cided is whether the Blue, when set 
}up aS a separate entity, would be 
subsidiary to RCA, as such, or NBC, 
| as such. In the former event Marks 
}and Kobak would report directly to 


' 


| 





| Sarnoff. In the latter event they 
| would presumably report to Niles 
Trammell and Frank Mullen and 


(Continued on page 27) 


KNX Forbids Use of 
Anti-Hitler Material, 
Sponsor Pouts Over to KHJ 


| Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Suppression by KNX of a contro- 
| vel 11 script by Eugenia Clair 
| Flatto, commentator, resulted in the 
sponsor, Presidential Silver Co., 
maker of trophies and cups, moving 


the program to KHJ. Station 
cracked down when Miss Flatto 
ought to base her broadcast on the 
book, ‘Hitler Cannot Conquer 
Ru a.” 

Incident is similar to that which ( 
caused Jimmie Fidler to pull out 
and move over to KHJ several 
weeks ago before his sponsor with- 
dre from the air. He also rebelled 
against the close blue-penciling by 


the KNX censors. 


Elsa, Who’s No Flyweight, 
Selling Reducing Ry-Krisp 








Ralston Co. has bought a quarter- 
hour evening period, 10-10:15 on the 
NBC-Blue Fridays to plug its Ry- 
Krisp brand. Elsa Maxwell, who is 


ino flyweight, has been booked to 
head the program and she will do a 
party-line idea, including chatter 
about herself and gossip about Hol- 
lywood, Broadway and cafe society. 


} 


He draws $160,000 for his six-week and voted that a copy of ‘Variety’ what the ‘chief’ is driving at unless | Graham McNamee is also set for the 
i it’s grimness of the country at pros- | 
member of Equity presently serving | pect of war and the March tax clip, | 


stanza. t 
Starting date is Jan. 2 and Gard- 


iner is the agency. 
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Leisen’s Bedtime Party’ in National 
Mag Gives H'wood Bad Case of Jitters 





a 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Coinciding with a church and cen- 
forial blast at the new Greta Garbo 
picture, and its echoes in other quar- 
ters where a new state of alert has 
been called as to sex implications in 
the substance and the making of 
films, the pictorial exploitation of a 
‘bedtime party,’ sponsored by Mitch- 
ell Leisen, film director, and his 
dancing protege, Billy Daniel, in a 
pic mag, has given the industry an- 
other surge of high blood pressure. 

The occasion, according to the mag 
which ran four pages of pictures with 
explanatory text, was a celebration 
of Mary Parker’s birthday. Mary 
Parker and Billy Daniel were danc- 
ing partners, at the time in Leisen’s 
revue at the Cocoanut Grove, and 
they’re currently in ‘Face the Music’ 
on Broadway. The ‘bedtime party’ 
was held in a studio set, with a big 
bed covered with gifts for Miss Par- | 
ker, and smaller individual beds, ac- 
according to the mag captions, for | 
each of the other guests. The party 
was chaperoned by a Mrs. Lindsay, 
who communicated with the families 
of the femme guests, assuring them | 
that the celebrants would not be 
home that night and reassuring them 
that everything was okay. Each in- 
dividual cot had a name tag, a tooth- 
brush, towels and a nightgown. There 
were song and dance and pillow | 
fights, the captions recite, and the 
elaborate and intimate photographs 
show the various fashions in nighties 
and the antics of Leisen and his 
guests. In due time there was break- 
fast in the patio of the set. 


Reaction in the industry was ter- 
rific when the mag hit the stands and 
was delivered in the studios. Many 
important persons in the business, 
from top executives down, professed 
alarm that there would be serious 
kickback against the motion picture 
industry, even though  Leisen’s 
nighty-clad and elaborately photo- | 
graphed guests are not strictly film 
folk. 


Investigation of the circumstances | 
surrounding the Leisen party, insofar | 
as Paramount studio might have any 
definite concern in the affair, since | 





Berle-ing With Joy 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Milton Berle becomes a 
double-bill happiness boy this 
week, annexing a bride and an 
option lift at the same time. 
Bride is Joyce Matthews, 21, who 
quit her job in a Broadway 
musical to become Mrs, Milton 
Berlinger, according to a mar- 
riage license which dates Mil- 
ton as 33. 

Darryl Zanuck provided the 
option lift as a wedding gift to 
the groom, who is working in ‘A 
Gentleman at Heart.’ 


Canada May Give Air Time 
To Cavall From Army Post 


Jean Cavall, recently closed at 
Club Versailles, N. Y., to join the 
Canadian forces, may be the first 
soldier to have regular air-time from 
an army .camp. 


French-Canadian singer had been 
getting an NBC buildup until enlist- 
ing, but the Canadian War Dept. 
thinks it may be good morale 
stuff if the vocalist continues on 
the air part of the time. 














NYU’S NEW FILM DEPT. 


Industry Execs Will Attend Tea on 
Friday (5)—Prof. Gessner at Helm 








Industry execs have been invited 


Jergens-Woodbury Renew 


Jergens-Woodbury has renewed 
for ‘The Thin Man,’ “The Parker 
Family’ and Walter Winchell on 
NBC. The first show is on the Red 
Network and the other two are on 
the Blue link. 

Other blue renewals are Clark 
Candy (‘Service with a Smile’) and 
Canada Dry (‘Michael and Kitty’). 


British Star Stirs 
Political Wrangle 
From Aussie Stage 











Sydney, Nov. 3. 

Ivan Menzies, British star of cur- 
rent Gilbert-Sullivan revivals under 
Williamson-Tait direction, has been 
told by the management to lay off 
making curtain speeches in favor of 
the Oxford group. In a speech, fol- 
lowing premiere revival of “The Gon- 
doliers,” Menzies urged the audience 
to read ‘Innocent Men,’ published by 
the Oxford group. ‘Men,’ authored 
by Peter Howard, is a reply to at- 
tacks on the Oxford group by A. P. 
Herbert, British member of Parlia- 
ment. Herberi, according to reports, 
said in the House of Commons that 
Dr. Buchman, founder of the group, 
was no friend of Britain, and loved 
the Germans as much as the British. 

Harold Bowden, general manager 
of Williamson-Tait, stated that Men- 
zies’ reference to the book was made 
without the knowledge or approval 
of W-T. Bowden said that Menzies 
probably allowed his enthusiasm to 
run away with him, but no such 
speeches would be permitted again. 

Menzies, who belongs to the O.G., 





to a tea at New York University on 
Friday (5), inaugurating the new 
motion picture department there. 
Chancellor Harry Woodburn Chase | 
and Prof. Robert Gessner, who head 
the department, passed out the in- 
vites. 


Chase will speak and, replying for 


| the industry, will be J. Robert Rubin, 


v.p. and general counsel for Metro. 


Leisen is a Paramount director cur- | | Others who have said they will at- 
rently piloting ‘Take a Letter, Dar- | tend include Barney Balaban, Austin 








ling,’ is being made by Y. Frank 
Freeman, executive head of the stu- 
dio. 
Planted by Leisen’s P.A.’s 
Pictures used were planted, it is 
understood, for Mitchell Leisen by 
the director’s press agents, Cliff 


Lewis and Harlan Hobbes. One mag- 


azine, first approached, is said to have | 
turned down the batch of photos on 


the pretext that it had not so long | | 


ago used another similar layout. 


Commentators made no suggestion 
that behavior at the ‘bedtime party’ 
was in any way reprehensible. The 
alarm was that the pictures in the 
mag and the elucidating captions of 
an innocent diversion might set up 
critical inferences amongst legions of 
picture fans whose outlook is not as 
liberal as some publicists of the in- 
formal seem to believe. 

Studio publicity directors commit- 
tee, at meeting tomorrow (Wednes- 
day), is expected to crack down on 
freelance press agents to prevent a 
recurrence of such plants, as the 
first move by the industry to purge 
itself of undesirable publicity. 

Producers’ Assn, will act on recom- 
mendations by studio press heads at 
a special meeting of the board. Sev- 
eral studio chiefs declared they 
would take protective measures 
against harmful plants by inserting 
a clause in contracts forcing pro- 
ducers, directors, players and writ- 
ers to use only studio means of pub- 
licity and not to employ outside 
fiacks. Such provisions in the con- 
tracts of higher salaried stars may 
be spread to include all contractees. 

In a letter to Darryl F. Zanuck, 
chairman of Research Council of 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences, Major General Dawson, 
Chief Signal Officer of the Army, 
Says in part: 

‘I wish you would assure all of 
those who are cooperating with you 
throughout the industry that the co- 
operation of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry is most vital at this time to 
our defense needs.’ 





CAROL BRUCE’S VAUDER 


Carol Bruce winds up her per- 
sonal appearance tour with ‘Keep 
"Em Flying’ Dec. 12 -in St. Louis. 
and goes inte Cleveland for a vaude 
bocking before leaving for Holly- 


| Keough, Hilier Innes, Joseph H. 
| Hazen, Albert Margolies and Bert 
| Bloch. 





RAF Show in U. S. 


Dallas, Dec.. 
Members of the British nee 
| Schoo] at Kaufman County Air Field, 
|}east of here, are using their spare 
time rehearsing a typical British 
| musical production which will be 
| presented in Dallas Jan. 4. 


| The entire production is 
| hands of young RAF trainees, who 
|are writing the libretto, music and 
skits. 


in the | 


when interviewed by newspapermen, 
said: ‘I think it is God’s will that I 
| should mention these matters from 
the stage, but I will do my best to 
| see the company’s point of view.’ 





Schaff, Coen Set 


Albie Schaff and Franklin Coen, 
Hollywoodites snapped up by the 
draft and serving until recently in 
the Army’s Training Film Produc- 
tion Laboratory at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J., are returning to the Coast 
from New York today (Wednesday). 


Schaff is going to work as a film 
editor in an indie unit headed by his 
brother, Monroe, and John Rogers, 
son of Charles R. Rogers, Columbia 
producer. Coen is a writer. 





Jane Withers’ Fall 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Several stitches were taken in 
Jane Withers’ scalp after her fall on 
the 20th-Fox set, ‘Not For Children.’ 
She also suffered a concussion and 
will be out for the week. 


























‘Abbott and Costello are a w 


Universal Pictures 





jwood. Dec. 19. 


——-— - =< -_—_—— 





ioc Wnder, Personal “Management of: 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


onderful pair of mountebanks— 


offering some of the best music hall clowning of our time.’ 
Brooks Atkinson, New York Times. 


Currently on National Release 
in ‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
EDWARD SHERMAN ¢g.....55-4 
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Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


My bride-to-be, Joyce Matthews, came on the set while I was doing a 
scene with Cesar Romero. After it was through she said, ‘I’m so glad 
I’m not marrying an actor.’ 

Complained to Darryl Zanuck that the roof of my dressing room was 
leaking—so he had a shower curtain put around it. 

In ‘A Gentleman at Heart’ I have a very important dramatic scene with 
Carole Landis. I hand her a handkerchief while she’s crying. 

The wardrobe department told me I was to wear ‘soup and fish’ for one 
particular scene—am I glad I didn’t have the stains removed from my 
tuxedo. 

Broadway Department 


Harold Conrad wires me that it was so cold in New York recently the 
fingerprints in Rogues’ Gallery were wearing gloves. 

One of Lindy’s herrings has gone very glamorous on the rest of her 
playmates—she is now wearing one fin over her eye like Veronica Lake. 

I understand they have a new heating system at the Roxy. Every half 
hour the ushers run up and down the aisles with a picture of Hedy 
Lamarr. 

Jack Zero has been having so many burning headaches lately he blew 
himself to an asbestos toupee. 

Holly woodiana 


The moths in Adolpke Menjou’s closet are so swanky they won't eat 
holes in anything but his tuxedos. 

There’s a certain actor who has so much water on his knee his girl 
friend just presented him with a set of faucets. 

The Mocambo is such a swanky night club it kas a tailor in the kitchen 
pressing the panties before they put them on the lamb chops. 

Music Department 

My new song, ‘Would It Make Any Difference to You,’ is getting a 
terrific plug. I heard an organ grinder play it on Vine street twice in one 
week. 

Skinnay Ennis has already sent Santa Claus a list of things he wants for 
Christmas. Among them is a request for a baton that doubles for a set of 
muscles, 

Radio Department 

Phil (Golden Bantam) Harris is so excited about the forthcoming 
blessed event in his family, he walked into a furniture store and wanted 
to buy a corn crib for his expected heir. 

Belly Laugh Barton, Jack Benny’s six-year-old gag writer, has been 
pestering his mother for weeks—but she still refuses to buy him a toupee 
like Jack’s. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Lippy Durocker was once seen observing a 10-minute silence.... 
That Ned Sparks will be starred in a picture to be called ‘Laughing Boy’ 
....That Errol Flynn always wears a sword with his pajamas....That 
Claudette Colbert will have Arthur Lake as her next leading man.... 
That there will be two Christmases this year. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

JACK WHITE: Pale-Male . . CAFE SOCIETY: Bore-Hundred . 
TOMMY MANVILLE: Wed-ucated . . . BETTY GRABLE and 
HOPE: Blondie and Gag-wood . . . W. C. FIELDS: Body Brew-tiful. 

Observation Department 

The boys in Bob Crosby’s band aren’t speaking to me anymore. I 
bought them all ties for a pre-Christmas gift, and now they'll have to 
wear shirts. 

Jack Oakie showed me his new invention. It’s a combination tooth- 
brush and whiskbroom so he can clean his teeth and brush his vest at the 
same time. 

My brother (the one who tells, 


BOB 


but never kisses) has turned writer 


again. 


He is writing snappy patter for people to use on their respective 


finance companies when their noteS are overdue. 


Whatever 
Abe Reynolds 
Ruth Roye 
Stutz & Bingham 


Became of —————? 


Smith & Strong 
Pat Rooney, Jr. 
Kitty Doner 


Afterpiece 


When you're in 
‘A’s’ you want to be: in epice—dodsr —doesn’t 


Montgomery Close- 





‘B’ pictures you want to be in ‘A’s’, 


youre in 
sreels? 


when 
anyone want to be in the ne 


Mouthed to N. . 





Airport Reporters on US. Gov t Duties 








, speak, 


By GEORGE FROST : 
Apparently geting a terrific bang 

; : , | 

out of his naval and diplomatic du- | 
ties, Lieutenant-Commander Robert 
Montgomery, late of the American 
volunteer ambulance corps in France 
and, as a civilian, of Hollywood 
screendom, breezed through New 
York’s LaGuardia Field Monday (1) 
on his way to Washington, D. C., for 
a four-day conference with his naval 
superiors. Saying absolutely noth- 





SKELTON M-G TOPPER 
IN “THOUSANDS CHEER’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 2 

Metro assigned Red Skelton to the 
comic lead in the forthcoming Irving 
Berlin-Moss Hart musica] film, ‘As 
Thousands Cheer.’ It's from the 
stage property Metro bought several 
years ago. 

Judy Garland is slated for the top 
femme role. 











Recalling Heywood Broun 


Stamford, Conn., Dec. 2. 

Late Heywood Broun, who died 
two years ago this week, will be 
memorialized in WSRR_ program 
Sunday (7). White House has per- 
mitted use of transcription of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s speech which quoted 
Broun’s Christmas story. 

George T. Bye, literary agent, will 
m.c. and numerous’ well-known 
Stamford nabes of columnist will 





“4°. 


ing of importance about things in 
general and the war in particular, 
the naval reserve officer set a per- 
fect example of how to waltz the 
gentlemen of the press. 


Montgomery, who sailed into Hali- 
fax harbor several days back aboard 
a British vessel out of Liverpool, 
came to town by train and, after a 
weekend of helloing friends here, 
was on his way again, via American 


Airlines, for Washington. 

The Lieutenant-Commander, who 
| is an assistant naval attache at the 
| American Embassy in London, must 

have plenty of war-dope on his hip, 
but the bottle didn’t spill and he 
managed to turn every reportorial 
quest for a swig of the news nectar 
into a quip. 

Montgomery carried a _ brown- 


paper parcel which he swore was 
his wardrobe, albeit the natty clothes 
aboard his frame made him look as 
though he was ready to pose for 
some ‘stills.’ He declared that he is 
moved about so often he can’t even 
keep track of his clothes, and in- 
ferred that he has soiled laundry in 
Chinese custody from here to there. 

‘I just about get settled,’ the actor 
said, ‘when I have to fly off some- 
where. S’help me, I have clothes 
scattered all over the world.’ 

Montgomery ‘¢:pected to meet his 
wife in Washington and, at the con- 
clusion of his official Susiness, the 
couple plan to go on to the Coast to 
visit their children. A_ vacation 
leave, earned by many monihs of 
continuous duty, will conclude just 
before the Christmas holidays, and 
he'll be back ‘at the factory’ in Lon- 
don by Xmasday, he. reported. 
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U.S. War Dept's Special Praise 
For Hwood Co-op on Training Films 








War Department issued a special 
message of praise last week for the 
cooperation Hollywood has given it 
in the making of training films for 
the Army. In no industry with which 
the Signal Corps (in charge of train- 
ing film production) has dealings has 
there been shown a more willing 
spirit or a more definitely demon- 
strated desire to be of help than has 
been evidenced by Hollywood, War 
Department stated. 

‘The Association of Motion Picture 
Producers, Inc., designated the Re- 
search Council of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to 
act for them to assist the War De- 
partment in any way possible in the 
production of training films on a non- 
profit basis. The wholehearted efforts 
of this group to be of assistance is 
one of the bright spots of the past 
year,’ Army officially declared. 

‘Not only has Hollywood expressed 
a helpful attitude,’ statement con- 
tinued, ‘but they have demonstrated 
their real desire to be of help by pro- 
ducing a large number of training 
films for the Army on a non-profit 
basis and in the way which the War 
Department wanted them produced. 

‘The Signal Corps is charged with 
training film production for the War 
Department and through the facili- 
ties of the motion picture industry 
they have increased the output of 
training films far beyond what would 
have been otherwise possible. In 
every case, training films so produced 
have been made exactly in accord- 
ance with the desires of the War De- 
partment and where, upon review, 
minor changes have been necessary, 
they have been quickly and ade- 
quately made to meet the exact needs 
of the War Department, which is 
completely satisfied with the present 
arrangement.’ 


QUENTIN REYNOLDS HAS 
$20,000 LECTURE DATES 


MCA Artists, 
personal rep for Quentin Reynolds, 
has some $20,000 in lecture bookings 
lined up for the Collier’s war cor- 
respondent. He’s now in Cairo, cov- 
ering the Egyptain campaign, and, 
apart from sending back gag cables 
to his Manhattan cronies, it’s uncer- 








tain whether Reynolds wil] be home | 


for Xmas, as was planned. 


He went to Cairo from Moscow 
with W. Averill Harriman and Mol- 
otov, but decided to remain and 
cover the war from the Sahara view- 
point. 





Guild Sponsors Writing 
Contests in Army Camps 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Screen Writers Guild is offering 
an incentive to service men in the 
Army camps with literary leanings 


Idea is to hook up with national 


to be distributed in awards ranging 
from $50 up to $2,500, divided among 
writers of the 15 best short stories 
and the 15 best theatrical sketches. 


Contest will be open to any 
soldier or sailor, regardless of his 
previous standing as a writer, ama- 
teur or pro. Guild reports a fa- 
vorable response from all the mags 
contacted. 





Keep ’Em Happy, Girls 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Femme group filed articles of in- ; § 


corporation for ‘Parties Unlimited,’ 


a non-profit company to cooperate 
with the United Service Organiza- 
tion in the entertainment of soldiers 
and sailors, . 


On the board of -directors are 
Claire Trevor, Phyllis Brooks, Mar- 
tha Mature, Mary Brooks, Priscilla 
Stillman, Marjorie Hall, Edith Wil- 
kerson and Daisy Seiler, 








via Mark Hanna, | 


HITCHCOCK MAY JOIN 


| producer 





Fishell’s .741 


Dick Fishell toted those grid- 
iron prognostications for ‘Va- 
riety’ for a nifty composite per- 
centage of .741, calling 215 right 
against*> 76 wrong. Last year 
Fishell’s final showing was .725. 
Figures include both college 
and games in the National Pro 
League. 

The WHN  newscaster’s fifth 
annual pigskin seance would 
have been even more of a 
howling success if it wasn’t for 
dat ol’ debbil Upset. But the 
ex-Syracuse U. gridder’s crystal 
ball notwithstanding, those per- 
ennial doormats do come up off 
the turf occasionally and swing 
haymakers, as the season which 
Officially ended last Saturday 
(29) frequently proved. 


Bob Burns Balks At 
Hillbilly Role, Gets Sued 
By Par for $32,378 


Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

Damage suit for $32,378 against 
Bob Burns was filed in Federal court 
by Paramount, charging. the actor 
with refusal to carry out his con- 
tract to appear in ‘Joan of Arkansas.’ 

Burns claims the picture ridicules 
the people of his native hills and 
that his own role is a caricature. 
Studio claims the screenplay was 
written specifically for Burns and is 
in no way'derogatory to citizens of 
Arkansas. 

Complaint declares the studio spent 
$13,273 for screen writers, $6,831 for 
director’s holding time, $8,600 for 
supervision, $3,000 as a 
guarantee to Barbara Jo Allen and 
sundry other expenses. Plaintiff 
further states that Burns had no 
story agorere clause in his contract. 

















UA AS PROD.-DIRECTOR 


Alfred Hitchcock 
producer-director for 
Productions, new UA film-making 
unit, it is understood. Deal is being 
talked, it is said, between Hitchcock, 
UA-owner David O. Selznick, to 
whom the director is under personal 
contract, and UA execs. 

Hitchcock and Selznick are both in 
New York. Hitchcock has _ been 
loaned to Universal for a one-picture 
deal. He'll make ‘The Saboteur,’ to 
go before the cameras in about three 
weeks, 





may 





Lawyer-Filmer Becomes 


Actor-Producer in ‘Eden’ | 


Dec. 2. 
forsook 


Minneapolis, 


Robert MacDonald, who 


|} the law here to become a Hollywood 
magazines with total prizes of $5,000 


producer in association with W. R. 


Frank, local independent circuit 
owner, and William Dieterle (‘All 
That Money Can Buy’ was their 
first), is going to be an actor-pro- 
ducer. 


He’ll play the role of a judge in 
his own forthcoming film, ‘Martin 
Eden.’ 


Joe Cook Resting 


Joe Cook, who returned to N. Y. 
after a second motor trip, is con- 
sidering several offers, but does not 








plan to accept any engagements for 
two months. He has been advised 
to take it easy for that period. Re- 
port that he was ill in a hospital out 
of town is not true. 

One proposal which the comedian 
is considering is to be featured with 
the Ringling, Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus. Offer came from John Ring- 
ling North, managing director of the 
big top. 


become a/|f 
United Artists | 





BIL PERKS UP 
WITH PUBLICITY 


Where the Blast Has Been 
Strongly Played Up It’s 
Helped the Boxoffice— 
Otherwise Normal— 
Church and Local Official 
Squawks 


OTHERS BRUSH IT OFF 








Rising tide of national church 
opinion against so-called objection- 
able motion pictures is proving a 
boxoffice stimulus to ‘Two-Faced 
Woman,’ Metro’s new Garbo starrer, 
which is on the receiving end of 
present attacks. Resume of reports 
from ‘Variety’ correspondents in key 
spots proves that the film’s general 
biz is as hotcha as the churchmen 
charge the picture to be in story 
content. 

Archbishop Francis J. Spellman’s 
blast and subsequent publicity is 
pushing the feature to the top pic- 
ture gross in Philadelphia, where an 
elegant $21,000 at the Boyd is rated 
the best this theatre has done in 
months. In contrast, Louisville re- 
ports far from sensational business 
on the Garbo film, with no mention 
of church attacks. Same theatre is 
doing about half*as much as on 
‘Shadow of the Thin Man,’ preceding 
week, 

Baltimore, where the picture took 
a lacing from the Catholic Review, 
it was hitting a better than average 
clip with only a couple of other films 
ahead of it in town. ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ grossed $16,000 or better in 
Cleveland, nearly as big as previous 
(Thanksgiving week) on talk that 
Catholic Diocese is seeking possible 
banning of film. Brought in quietly 
to Chicago, the film is doing slightly 
above house average at $18,000. In 
San Francisco, it is around $19,000, 
but below ‘Thin Man.’ Indianapolis 
reported business fine but not the 
best attraction there. No mention of 
church attack here or Frisco. 

Complaints about the moral tone 
of screen productions boiled over 
last week after Archbishop Spell- 
|man’s carefully worded attack on 
Providence censors as well as other 
cities after the Legion of Decency 
had placed it on the ‘objectionable’ 
list, and a hint that the Legion might 
again crack down in the future if the 
moral tone of pictures does not im- 
prove. 

Despite the official announcement, 
it is understood that Metro is asking 
the Legion for a breakdown of objec- 
tionable scenes, speech, etc., in 
‘Woman’ so that the company can tell 
whether cuts and revisions are pos- 
sible so as to secure better rating. 

Metro is not certain such revisions 
| are possible, but it’s reported every 
| effort to revamp the Garbo picture 
will be made. 
be re-submitted as was done with 
| ‘Strange Cargo,’ with the hope of 
| getting the subject in an approved 
| classification. 

Spellman’s pastoral, read at all 
|} masses in the Archdiocese of New|} 
York, Sunday (31), warned faithful | 
Catholics that the film is ‘a danger | 
to public morality’ and that wit- 
nessing it may be ‘an occasion of 
sin” As far as could be learned 
this is the first time an archbishop of 
New York has singled out a specific 
picture and company for condemna- 
(Continued on page 20) 


Selznick Kudosed 








to the outstanding producer of the 
year was given 
yesterday (Tuesday). Presentation 
was made by Kenneth McCaléb, 
editor of the Sunday Mirror, on Kate 
Smith’s noonday program, heard on 
98 CBS stations. 

Hefty plug for films in general 
was handed out by Miss Smith in 
introing -MoCaleb. ‘ 





_ 








the picture, rejection of the film by | 





| Dec. 


Then the film would | 


| Staging at local 





New York Mirror’s annual award| to 


David O. Selznick | 
| senic and Old Lace.’ 





‘Drama Instruction a la Jessel Peps 


Up Ryskind’s Seminar on Show Biz 





Echo in D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 2. 

House of Representatives was 
used Monday (1) as sounding 
board for Catholic squawks 
about Garbo-Metro’s “Two Faced 
Women.” Picking up and throw- 
ing back the promises and pro- 
testations of major producer 
spokesmen, Representative Mar- 
tin J. Kennedy, of New York, 
insisted in letter to Will Hays 
that the Metro flicker should 
be suppressed because it is ‘an 
affront to the Congress of the 
United States.’ 

New York Democrat echoed 
the yelp of Archbishop Francis 
J. Spellman, of New York, and 
chided Hays that the majors 
during hearings on block-book- 
ing bills have pledged not to 
produce anything ‘offensive to 
good taste and decency.’ 











Legit Producer Warns 
His N.Y. Customers 
The Show Ain't Dirty 


Luther Greene, who produced 
‘Walk Into My Parlor’ at the Forrest, 
N. Y., has been making speeches to 





By HOBE MORRISON 


George Jessel, who had only six 
months’ schooling himself, lectured 
last Friday morning (28) at Colum- 
bia University. He spoke at one of 
a series of seminars on theatre and 
films, being conducted by Morrie 
Ryskind at the school of journalism. 
And as playwright Russel Crouse, 
who was present, remarked, he of- 
fered the graduate studes ‘a liberal 
education.’ 

As so often happens when people 
of the theatre lecture at Columbia, 
the New York drama critics were 
there too, more or less in effigy, at 
least. But while Jessel, unlike some 
of his predecessors, didn’t offer sar- 
castic quotes that might boomerang 
to his future embarrassment, he did 
reveal at least one fact that should 
cause a few crimson ears among the 
members of the Drama Critics’ Cir- 
cle. He also made known several 
bits of news about his future plans. 
Above all, he provided a thoroughly 
entertaining and illuminating dis- 
cussion period for the journalism 
hopefuls. 

Despite an apparent nervousness as 
he mounted the low platform and 
seated himself in the single large 
armchair before the microphone, fac- 
ing the semi-circular rows of 
students, Jessel quickly utilized his 
toastmaster experience to warm up 
the audience with several laughs. 
Although he was palpably. in earnest 





the audience before the start of each 
performance. He tells the customers | 
that if they came with the expecta-| 
tion of seeing a dirty show they'| 
should go to the boxoffice and get 
their money back. 

Manager was inspired to exhort 
the audiences by the nature of the 
reviews, explaining that from the 
notices the average person would 
figure ‘Walk’ to be smutty and 
bawdy. Greene regards it to be ‘an 
honest play,’ one true to life. Last 
summer, when it tried out in Long 
Island, there were complaints about 
the vulgarities in the dialog. Under- 
stood that during rehearsals prior 
to the premiere the phrases were 
considerably toned down. 

Following the adverse press, busi- 
ness for ‘Walk’ was low. Greene 
has distributed big bundles of two- 
for-ones in the hope of bolstering the 
boxoffice. ‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’ is men- 
tioned for the Forrest Christmas 
week. 


LAUREL, HARDY SEALED 
FOR 10 PIX AT 20TH 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
20th-Fox optioned Stan Laurel and 
Oliver Hardy for 10 pictures in the 
next five years, as part of their con- 
tract to appear in ‘Pitfalls of a Big 
City,’ which rolls about March 15. 
Comics are tied up meanwhile to | 


an eight-week stage tour, opening | 











CIO Raises Wea * To 
Entertain U.S. Soldiers 


Hartford, Dec. 2. 
Louis Prima and Bunny Berrigan 
bands are booked for 
|Hartford,. Conn., CIO council, is | 
State Armory Dec. | 
13. 
Funds will be used to entertain | 


soldiers returning kome for Christ- | || 


mas holidays. 


Massey In Solid at WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Warners signed Raymond Massey , 

play in three pictures a year, 
with annual options. 

Currently he is working in ‘Ar- 











Jack Warner West 


Jack Warner headed back to the 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday) after 
several weeks in New York. 

Accompanied-by Mrs; Warner. 





31 in Fort Wayne, Ind. | 


dance which | || 


throughout his talk and the subse- 
quent question -and-answer interlude, 
he salted his observations with fre- 
quent dry sallies, all delivered with 
his unerring sense of emphasis and 
timing. And while he was asked a 
few ticklish questions, of the sort 
that might have put him on a spot, 
he invariably was ready with a nim- 
ble answer. 


Freedom From Censorship 

In the first portion of the session, 
in which the comedian spoke in- 
formally from a few sketcny notes, 
he remarked that for a writer the 
theatre is preferable to radio because 
it is freer from censorship and con- 
trol. In radio, he explained, the 
author is always working for a client, 


(Continued on page 56) 
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BETTER COORDINATION BETWEEN DATING 
PIX AND THEIR EXPLOITATION IS NEEDED 


Special Ballyhoo Depts. Find Sales Execs Anxious 
To Get New Film on the Market Regardless of 
Exploitation ~unetion Being Ready 


Entire structure of special picture | 
exploitation departments will have | 
to undergo searching re-examination, | 
according to some top publicists, | 
with two important problems re- 
portedly requiring prompt attention. | 


First is matter of closer coordina- 








facilities, especially in case of big 
specials. Second is question of de- 
veloping and keeping manpower, in- 
stead of haphazard hiring and firing 
of field men at intervals seldom 
lasting more than several weeks. 
Distribution of product in many 
recent instances has not been timed 
to get full benefit of exploitation for 
which companies are shelling out un- 
usual coin these days, thus bringing 
into question value of special ex- 
ploitation. In many key spots pic- 
tures have had no exploitation due | 
to premature booking. 
Dates Come First 
Sales heads say dates come first | 
even if it means sacrifice of exploi- 
tation. Publicists admit that deals 
can’t be turned down when pictures 
are hot and exhibs want to buy, but 
contend that some formula should be 
worked out to give product benefit 
of exploitation which is being paid 





| 





for. Contention is that a picture | 
needs at least one month advance | 
exploitation preparation and that 


field men individually require a | 
minimum of }0 days in advance in 
almost every situation to be effec- | 
tive. 

If exploitation is 
being allotted for field work, 
ously 
$30,000 per picture, 
leases and dates 
properly. 


worth budgets | 
vari- 


claim 





“total of 18 for 


| and the rest in England. 


|} preme court against 


| claiming 


| tives was ‘unlawful and illegal.’ 


estimated at from $20,000 to | 
is that re- | 
should be timed | 

| eteering, 


| 


la 


TOLER TO KEEP ‘CHAN’ 
GOING AS AN INDIE: 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

‘Charlie Chan’ series, recently 
dropped from the 20th-Fox produc- 
tion schedule, will 
Sidney Toler starring and produc- | 
ing as an independent. Toler, who | 
fell heir to the role after the death 
of Warner Oland, has acquired 
ecreen rights to the character and 


continue with | 





'WURTZEL DRAWS SIX 
MORE PIX AT 20TH 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Six pictures added to Sol E. 
urtzel’s production slate makes a | 
his shooting season 





| 
| 
| 
| 


of 1941-42. Eighteenth is the Mil- | 
ton Berle starrer, ‘Whispering | 
Ghosts.’ 


With 10 features finished, Wurtzel 
has one in work, ‘You Can't Always | 


Tell.’ Other seven, slated to roll | 
after the first of the year, are| 
‘Hearses Don’t Tell,’ ‘Jackpot,’ ‘The | 


Imposter,’ ‘No Coffin for the Corpse,’ | 
‘Sundown Jim,’ ‘Pitfalls of the Big 
City’ and the Berle entry. 

Probable total for 20th-Fox will | 
be 56, with 50 made in Hollywood | 





9th Stockholders Suit 
Post-Browne & Bioff. 





Reward 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
RKO’s new money - making 
picture, ‘Suspicion,’ was produced 
without a producer, according to 
the screen credits. Harry Eding- 
ton picked the story and worked 
out its ideas with Alfred Hitch- 
cocl., director, before checking 
off the lot. Studio execs didn't 
like the picture until they dis- 
covered through grapevine that 
it was solid. 
Whereupon they removed Ed- 
ington’s name. 








‘Park Your Fish’ in 


Theatres’ Iceboxes, 
New Checkroom Idea 


Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 
is no novelty 
but an unique 


Checkroom service 


to theatre patrons, 


| extension of this idea is being of- 
fered customers of the Warner. 
| house 


This 
has installed refrigeration 
service, so that housewives who do 
their shopping early may park their 
fish, fowl, meats or other perishable 


‘foods without charge in the theatre 





Gertrude M. Pelham, holder of 100 


shares of Warner Bros. common, filed 
suit Thursday (27) in the N. Y. su- 
the company, 
its officers, directors, and also Wil- 
liam Bioff and George E. Browne, 
that the monies paid to 
Bioff and Browne by the film execu- 
An 
accounting and a Teturn to the cor- 
poration of the monies is sought. 
This is the ninth stockholder suit 
to come out of the Bioff-Browne con- 
viction on charges of labor rack- 
and the fourth to 
them as defendants. A plea to ex- 
H. M. Warner, Waddill Catch- 
ings, Stanleigh P. Friedman 


on file, 


Autry’s Epic of Okla. 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 








Gene Autry is going historical] in | 
‘The Vanishing Pioneers,’ picturing 
| the progress of Oklahoma from its 
| old status as Indian Territory. 

Studio research workers have been 
sent\to Tulsa and Oklahoma City of 


is said to have found an associate | compile the tempestuous events of 


with coin to back the indie venture. 

Negotiations for release 
through 20th-Fox are 
to be Bests completion. 


Same Trie Will fini 
Over Shorts Acad Awards| 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Voting for Oscar awards in 
ghorts subject branch of 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts one 
Sciences will be supervised this year 
by the same executive committee 
functioned a vear ago. Pete Smith, 
chairman: Gordon Hollingshead and 
Jules White were re-elected by ac- 


to 


clamation to handle the ballot 
Slight changes in the shorts 

awards voting rules were recom- 

mended by the branch committee 


and submitted to the Academy gen- 


eral committee for approval, 


Ed Grainger Joins Rep 


Instead of joining United Artists, 
with which he had been negotiating, 


through | 


understood | KIDDING THE KILLING 


the | 


Edmund Grainger has closed a pro-’ 


ducer deal with Republic. He was 
recently an assQciate producer on the 
Warner lot. Grainger’s contract 
with Republic runs three years. 


His father is Jimmie Grainger, | 
general sales manager of the com- 
pany. 





Putting On the Switch 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ 


a business woman and her male sec- | 
| Cole, 


retary, went into production at Par- 
amount with Rosalind Russell and | 
Fred MacMurray, co-starring. 

Film is directed by Mitchell Leisen 


| the state's history. 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
| ‘Crime in Crayon,’ 
| tery yarn, 
| production at 20th-Fox, 

| Forde slated as director. 


a haywire mys- 


Marjorie Weaver is featured in the! Disney 


role of a screwball femme detective. 


In addition to exhibitor leaders; tre Owners Assn. and Max A. 
from many parts of the country, a | Cohen, president of Allied of N. Y. 
large delegation of ‘producer-dis- in view of the mact = wink Be im- | 

portant that no politics be played at | 
tributor representatives is expected 


to attend the meeting for industry 
unity to be held in Ch:cago starting 
Tuesday (9). 


|; companies or 


Sales managers of most 
executives in dis- 
' tribution occupying high posts un- 
der them will probably be on hand 


since much importance is attached 
to the sessions in view of problems 
affecting pictures which call for a 
united front now more than at any 


other time in industry history. 
Although they will be urged to 
attend, reported United Artists and 


Universal have no present plans to 
participate. 


Ed L. Kuykendall, president of 


| the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
| of America, is coming up from Okla- 


a tale of | 


| 


homa City, while other prominent | 
exhibitor Jeaders will be Col. H. A. 
president of Allied States 
Abram F. Myers, general | 
of Allied: Harry Brandt, 


ASSsn.: 
counsel 


; president of the Independent Thea- 


name | 


and | 
Robert W. Perkins before trial is also | 


is the next Ralph Dietrich | way, 
with Eugene | 


cooling receptacle while they attend 
the show with no fear of their 
edibles spoiling in the meantime. 

Incidentally, the Warner in recent 
advertising takes a rap at the Fox 
downtown houses whose patrons 
have complained about the practice 
of having intermissions for the vend- 
ing of soft drinks. Say the Warner 
blurbs—‘enjoy our entertainment— 
without interruptions.’ 





Murietta on Rampage 
| Again in Two Studios 


— 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Joaquin Murietta, early California | 
| bandit, is being revived as a 
mantic roughneck by two studios, 
} Paramount and 20th-Fox. 


the person 
| screenplay by Irvin 
Hellman 
a biographical 
Zanuck rancho, in 


range. Meanwhile Sam 
Ziving Joaquin 
}on the Darryl 
Technicolor. 





Lantz Cartoon Scripters 


New story department for 
Lantz cartoons has been set up at 
Universal with hiring of Ben Hard- 
Charles Crouch and Ford 
Baines. 

Scripters were formerly at Walt 
and Leon Schlesinger stu- 
dios. 


Distribs and Exhibs Rally to Chi 
For General Industry Unity Meet 


the Chicago meeting, Jack Kirsch. 
president of Allied of Illinois, has 
promised that Allied would not run 
the meeting and that 
played the blame 
| where it belonged. 

The stand of the ITOA is: 

‘If we can organize to fight effect- 
ively those elements seeking 
harass this great business by undue 
legislation, taxation, investigations 
and censorship, then we will have 


would be placed 


done ourselves a great service and a | 


| great service to the nation as well. 
For motion pictures can be great 
only so long as they are allowed to 
function freely.’ 

While the general sessions start | 
Thursday (9), there will be a pre- 
|liminary meeting of the ITOA of 
N.Y. and the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Own- 
|ers, headed by Robert Poole on Mon- 
day (8). Some of the groundwork 
for the sessions so far as these or- 
| ganizations are concerned will prob- 

ably be laid at this get-together. 


' Indie Juice Rate Clipped 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Independent producers draw a re- 
duced rate for juice required on 
sound tracks, under a new agree- 
ment between Western Electric and 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Association, 

Cut in fees was announced by I. 
E. Chadwick, president of IMPPA, 
along with prospects of helpful re- 
visions of Hays office rates and 
frozen funds now held by the Brit- 
ish Government. 


Court Nixes Fox’s 
Plea; Out on Bail 


Pending an Appeal 


Philadelphia. Dec. 2. 
Federal Judge Guy K. Bard today 
(Tuesday) refused a plea to recon- 
sider sentence of year and a day 
and $3,000 fine imposed on William 








Fox. Court also turned down a re- 
quest by Martin W. Littleton, Jr., 
former picture magnate’s counsel, 


that Fox be allowed to change his 
plea of guilty to not guilty of con- 
spiracy. He remains free on $50,000 
bail pending an appeal. 

Littleton based his petition to the 
court on the grounds that there was 
an agreement between the Govern- 
ment and defense that the prosecu- 
tion would not oppose Fox's petition 
in the event that his co-defendants 
were not convicted. 

The co-defendants, U. S. Circuit 
Court Judge J. Warren Davis and 
Morgan S. Kaufman, Scranton at- 
torney, went free after two trials 
ended in hung juries. 

Last week Judge Bard nolle 
prossed the case against both Davis 
and Kaufman. The Judge yesterday 
said he would not be bound by any 
agreements made by the opposing 





| Judge Davis, 
| were 


se 


Wali | 


if politics were | 


to | 


counsel, 
Fox and Kaufman 
indicted on charges of con- 
spiracy to influence justice and de- 
| fraud the United States. Fox testified 
|at both trials that he had loaned 
Davis $27,500 without security while 
his own bankruptcy cases were pend- 
| ing in Davis’ court. The judge, since 
| Kaufman, 
| between, 


accused of being the go- 
denied Fox’s allegations. 





ro- | 


‘Constant Nymph’ for 


The old rogue becomes a hero in | ry ; y 
of Leo Carrillo in a} Boyer, Fontaine at WB 
S. Cobb for | 


Harry Sherman on the Paramount | 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Warners signed Charles Boyer and 
| Joan Fontaine to co-star in ‘The 
Constant Nymph,’ slated to start in 
| January under direction of Edmund 
| Goulding. 

Currently the stars are working in 
separate pictures on the 20th-Fox 
| lot, 


} 
| HUNTER PERRY’S IDEA 
ean 
‘16 Worst Pieces of the Year’— 
| Otherwise His Biz is OK 
Po 
Hunter ieee. who thought ‘Va- 
riety’ might be different by picking 
—| the 10 worst pictures of the year in- 
| stead of the best (not for use in get- 


| travelog footage Walt Disney 





retired from the appellate bench, and | 


| with the 16 mm. 


20THS WOBBER 
MAY REMAIN 
EAST INDEF 


Herman Wobber plans to remain 
with 20th-Fox as distribution chief 
for at least several months, and 
perhaps longer. Appointment of 
Tom Connors as personal assistant 
to Sidney R. Kent, with distribution 
as well as other duties, had given 
rise to reports that Wobber would 
return to his San Francisco home 
grounds around Jan. 1 when Con- 
nors comes in. 

Question as to permanency of his 
stay in the east has been in question 
since ke first took the job about 
four years ago. Wobber still has his 
family on the Coast and is partial 
to working out of Frisco as well as 
living there. 

Status of the Wobber family cor- 
poration, which the 20th exec and 
his brothers founded many years 
ago in San Francisco, may have 
some bearing on the-final decision. 
The Wobber corporation was formed 


many years ago by legal charter, 
from accounts, with each of the 
three brothers pooling all their 


earnings and drawing fixed salaries. 





Disney’s Ad Lib Goodwill 
Travelog to Be Released 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Response has been so great to the 
made 
in South America recently for the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs (Rockefeller Committee) that 
RKO is said to be considering dis- 
tributing it commercially in the U. S. 
It was shot in 16 mm. Kodachrome, 
which will be printed in 35 mm. 
Technicolor if plans for general re- 
lease go through. 

Disney made the trip through S. A. 


as a goodwill mission, but without 
the fanfare making it an ‘official’ 
Governmental gesture. It resulted 


in being an excellent cementer of 
relations between U. S. and the com- 
mon people of Latin America de- 
vised simce the ‘Good Neighbor Pol- 
icy’ became of prime interest. 
Rockefeller group provided Disney 
raw stock and he 


|} and members of his staff shot as they 


| appearing 


| ting adjustments from the distribu- | 


| tors), states that business is on an 
|} even keel in Virginia and especially 
good in Newport News, where de- 
fense is a b.o. hypo 

Head of 
circuit in Virginia, a 
with Paramount, returned to Char- 
lottesville, Va., Thursday 
after conferences in New 


partnership 
night (27) 


York. 


Take an Encore, Carmen 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Carmen Miranda makes one more 
| picture for 20th-Fox next summer as 
,a result of an option lift by 
| Westwood studio. ; 

Currently the South American act- 
ress is in the Olsen-Johnson stage 
show, ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ which opened 
| Monday night (1) on Broadway. 





Durbin Status Quo 


selligighes 


| Deanna Durbin situation at the 
| Universal studios shows no signs of 
| improvement, from accounts, with 
|U execs apparently determined to 
| put off further approaches until the 
spring. 

Belief is held that Miss Durbin 

| will likely prove more amenable as | 


the Dominion Theatres | 


| 
| 
| 


{ 


the | 


} 





| time passes and she becomes more | 


} anxloug to resume activity, 


| 


went. 
formal, 


Footage is very much _in- 
the cartoonist and his aides 
in quite a bit of it. To 
that, Disney is now adding some 
cartoon sequences. When he's fin- 
ished editing and soundtracking, it 


is expected to run three or four 
reels, 

Original intent was to distribute 
the 16 mm. product to schools, civic 
groups, etc., in the U. S. to better 
acquaint them with S. A., and also 
to send it to Latin America for non- 
commercial distribution to show 
Disney in native vehi 


Nice Gers Are Cry Babies 


Dec. 2. 
Ida Lupino at 
‘The Damned Don’t 


Hollywood, 
Next starrer for 
Warners will be 


Cry,’ based on a novel by Harry 
Hervey. 

Picture is slated for spring pro- 
duction, James Cain doing the 


screenplay. 


dh: to 8 Y. 


Barney Balaban 
Helen Broderick. 
Bob Clemons. 
Harry Engel. 
Stanton Griffis. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Austin Keough. 
Myrna Loy. 

Ruth Matteson. 
Louella Parsons. 
Phil Reisman. 

W. F. Rodgers. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Arthur Solomon. 
Charles Vanda. 
Warren William. 
Sam Wood. 

Robert Young. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Frank Coen. 

Nat Deverich. 
Emily Holt. 

Jack Lait, Jr 
Arthur Lubin. 
Groucho Marx 
Arthur Pryor, Jr. 
Albert Schaff. 
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Selmick-Korda Would Like Goldwyn 
Back in UA; Pickford-Chaplin Cool 








Disagreement between United 
Artists’ owners on the desirability of 
having Samuel Goldwyn back in the 
company’s producer ranks may have 
a determining effect on Goldwyn's 
future distribution plans. He said on 
his arrival in New York from the 
Coast last week that he hadn’t de- 
cided yet whether he will continue 
releasing through RKO or not. RKO 
is about to send into distribution 
‘Ball of Fire,’ the former UA owner- 
producer's second and final film un- 
der his current pact. 

Lineup among UA’s four owners is 
David O. Selznick and Alexander 
Korda for Goldwyn’s coming back; 
Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford 
against it. Selznick, who is very 
friendly with Goldwyn, is particu- 
larly anxious for his return to UA, 
it is said. 

It has been reported Goldwyn 
may return to UA, probably as a 
producer only and not with any 
financial interest in the company. 
He said, however, there are no such 
negotiations underway, nor is he 
dealing with RKO or any other 
company now, despite the fact 1942 
will be the heaviest production year 
in his career. 

‘I don’t depend on distributing 
companies to finance my pictures,’ 


producer stated, ‘so I'll make them 
first and worry about distribution 
later. Next March, when the Lou 
Gehrig picture is nearing comple- 
tion, will be time enough to ar- 
range a release.’ 

Goldwyn revealed that Selznick 


will work on his lot and its name 
will be changed to the Goldwyn- 
Selznick Studios. There’s always 
space availayle there, too, he said, 


for other UA producers. 

Future Plans 
Going into production plans for 
next year, Goldwyn explained that 
his ‘Life of Lou Gehrig’ will go 
before the cameras in January; that 
the Bob Hope starrer, to be labeled 
‘Treasury Chest,’ will tee off in 


March, and that William Weiler will 
start direction in May of filmiza- 
tion of a top current Broadway play, 
name of which can not yet be re- 
vealed. 

He also disclosed that, {n associa- 
tion with C. M. Woolf, he now has 
almost completed in England a film 
On the inventor of the Spitfire plane. 
It will reach the U. S. in March. 
David Niven and Leslie Howard are 
starred and Howard is directing, 
with the British government giving 
much cooperation, Goldwyn said. 
This pic will be distributed, he as- 
serted, by whoever releases the rest 
of his product. 

Another project now definitely 
alive again, producer asserted, is 
the ‘Life of Hans Christian Ander- 
son,’ to be made in association with 
Walt Disney. Latter will contribute 
about 30% in cartoons, Goldwyn 
said, and the rest will be live action 
starring Gary Cooper. 

Deal is being worked out 
Paramount, Goldwyn noted 
dentally, whereby Cooper may 
loaned to the studio for ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,’ after the Gehrig film 
is completed. Option will be en- 
tirely Cooper’s as to whether he 
wants to take the role, 
said. 

Goldwyn 


with 


arrived in New York 
Wednesday (26) and leaves 
weekend. He's east for press and 
Special screenings of ‘Ball of Fire,’ 
to see plays and to confab with Ar- 
thur Kober and Nat Perrin, who 
are doing the story for the Bob 
Hope picture. 


Tryon, Guiol Produce 





Streamliners for Roach 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Glenn Tryon and Fred Guiol 
joined the Hal Roach organization 
as associate producers. Tryon re- 
cently checked out of Universal and 
Guiol has been directing films for 
a number of years. 
Each of the ‘new 
Slated to supervise 

eight streamliners. 


associates is 
production of 


+} 


Sistrom’s ‘Hour’ at Hand 


Hollywood, Dec. 2%. 

First job for Joseph Sistrom in 
his new berth as associate producer 
at Paramount is ‘The Hour Before 
Dawn,’ which goes into production 
early next year. 

Picture, built on Somerset 
Maugham’s novel, calls for Vera 
Zorina and Ray Milland in the top 
roles. 


Cutting 45 Mins. 
From Fantasia 
For Gen'l Release 











Deems Taylor’s narration and 
large chunks of Leopold Stokowski 
are to be cut out of ‘Fantasia’ be- 
fore it goes into general release in 
January or February according to 
plans currently under discussion by 
Walt Disney execs. Probability is 
that running time will be reduced 
by approximately 45 minutes. It 
ran 125 minutes originally. 

Tentative plans on editing and 
selling of film have been arrived at 
following quiet previews in Mead- 
ville, Pa., Albany and other towns 
during the past month. Findings in- 
dicate that juvenile attendance, most 
important factor involved, would be 
easier to maintain by shortening film 
and eliminating the highbrow nar- 
rative. 

Discussion as to whether the Dis- 
ney production should be shown at 
roadshow prices and at original 
len ngth has for the Ragen sent resolved 
‘Fantasia’ 
out 

‘Fantasia’ is scheduled to go into 
release following ‘Dumbo’ which is 
to be sent out around Christmas. 


at pop prices. 


'Holdovers Hearten 
Schaefer; Sees Big 
Yr. Ahead for RKO 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
RKO has more holdover pictures 
theatres and more’ important 
plays in production than at 


in 





inci- | 
be | 


Goldwyn | 


this | 


other time in the studio’s history, 
| according to George Schaefer, prexy, 
| who returned from a directors meet- 
ling in New York to talk business 
with studio associates. 

As holdovers, clicking strong in 
various key cities, Schaefer 
| ‘Suspicion,’ ‘Look Who's Laughing,’ 
|‘Dumbo,’ ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘All 
| That Money Can Buy.’ Basing his 
| prediction on current b.o. returns 
land the potent drawing power of 
films in production and preparation, 
Schaefer declared that 1942 would 
be a great year for RKO. 


Charity Pic’s 5th Episode 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Fifth sequence of ‘Forever and a 
Day,’ all-star film production for 
American and British relief, 








war 


any | 





cited | 


| plete i 





went into work at the BED-F'atne 
studio with Edmund Go ulding di- 
recting a lineup consisting of Merle | 


Oberon, Nigel Bruce, Roland Young, 
Elsa Lanchester, Gladys Cooper, Una 
O’Connor, Sara Allgood and Robert 
Coote. 

Picture is being produced largely 
by British talent, but proceed 
will be split equally between Amer- 


British charit 


the 





can and es. 


UA ‘GOVERNING QUARTET 








AAFTERY, SEARS 
KELLY, LAWRENCE 


Coast Huddle This Week Is 
for Purpose of Welding 
the East and West Closer 
Together 


PRODUCTION PLANS 








To achieve a greater welding of 
east and west, a greater cooperation 
between the production and dis- 
tribution ends of Untied Artists will 
be one of the chief goals of the com- 
pany’s new exec. setup, prez 
Edward C. Raftery declared in New 
York on Friday (28). That’s part of 
the purpose for the conclave on the 


Coast next week of Raftery, Grad 
Sears, v.p. in charge of distribution, 
and Arthur W. Kelly, v.p. and chair- 
man of the finance committee. 

Raftery also disclosed that a ‘gov- 
erning quartet,’ which includes him- 
self, Sears, Kelly and Laudy Law- 
rence, v.p. and company coordinator, 
‘has received full authority from the 
company’s owners to formulate 
whatever policies it feels will work 
for the best interests of United Art- 
ists, and to put them into imme- 
diate operation.’ 

Sears and Kelly are planing for 
the Coast on Friday (5) and will be 
joined there by Raftery, who is in 


Nashville on the Tony Sudekum 
(Crescent Amus, Co.) anti-trust 
action against the majors. Raftery 


had been handling the case as UA’s 
counsel before his elevation to prexy 
and will continue to do so. He also 
represents Universal in the action. 


Production Powwow 


Trio on the Coast will discuss 
plans not only for distribution of 
current product, Raftery said, but 
also forthcoming production with 
film-makers distributing through 
UA. Prez declared producers will 
also be considered, either as com- 
plete independents or as producers 
under the banner of the newly- 
organized United Artists Produc- 
tions, Inc., of which George Bagnall 
is chairman, 

Opener for UAP will be ‘The G- 
String Murder Case,’ for which Ben 
Hecht has been inked on a three- 
way deal as producer, director and 
writer. Announcement of others may 
be expected shortly, Rafter asserted. 

In Hollywood, Raftery said, he. 
Sears and Kelly will huddle with 
owner Charles Chaplin on both his 
‘Gold Rush,’ which shortly will be 
reissued with commentary = and 
score, and ‘Bluebeard,’ which he has 
in preparation. They’ll also discuss 
with Chaplin the full production pro- 
gram he has under consideration. 

Trio will huddle with owner 
Alexander Korda on the nearly- 
completed ‘Jungle Book’ and ‘To Be 
or Not to Be,’ Carole Lombard-Jack 
Benny starrer now before 
cameras. Talks with Edward Sma 
will involve ‘Twin Beds,’ ee 
Heliotrope Harry’ ‘The Life of 
Rudolph Valentino.’ 

Pressburger, 

Arnold Pressburger’s 
will also come unde1 
with a followup to 
‘Shanghai Ges 
topic. Hal Roach’s 
tures’ will be discussed 
In addition to. these Hollywood- 
mades, distribution plans for ‘Pim- 
pernel Smith’ and ‘Ships With 
Wings,’ English imports, will come 
under consideration. 

Expressing high optimism on UA’s 
future, Raftery declared: ‘With the 
new personnel now operating and 
the remaining executives continuing 
in their respective positions, the 
United Artists organization 
on a permanent basis to launch into 
the most active phase of its 22- 
year history. The response to the 
reorganization has been highly fa- 
vorable, and the industry, both east | 
and west, is looking for big things 
from United Artists for the future 
I the next 


generally, and 
, 


and 


Roach 

future plans 
ideration, 
the now-com- 
ture’ the chief 
‘streamlined fea- 
with him. 


Cons 


ly, an auring 
in particular. 
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‘Rodgers Will Supervise Canada 
Personally for M-G; Confirm O'Shea 
As Connors Successor; Central Dist.? 





Mist on the Budget 





Hollywood, Dee. 2. 

California mists, sometimes 
called rain by unbelieving na- 
tives of other states, cost 20th- 
Fox $26,000 for an awning. Big 
top covers 17 buildings, two dirt 
roads and 31 telegraph poles on 
a picture set. 

Strangely enough, the title is 
‘This Above All.’ 


U Tied Up in Big 
Prods.; Recall of 





8%, Ptd. Stalled 





With Univergal counting on hav- 
ing six big pictures in production be- 
tween now and Jan. 10, company 
will have so much money tied up in 
production that U has foregone any 
possible original intention of calling 
in its big 8% preferred stock for 
the present. Besides ‘Fired Wife’ 
and ‘Eagle Squadron,’ eompany will 
have a Walter Wanger, Alfred Hitch- 
cock and Eruce Manning production 
before the cameras before mid- 
January. 

Wanger deal with Universal is for 
only one picture, this pact being a 
sort of test experiment for both the 
producer and distributor. If found 


satisfactory for both parties, addi- 
tional picture deals are likely. 


K.C. or Denver Will 
Be Scene of National 








Theatres’ Annual Meet! 





}at Metro this week, 


Spryos Skourts is mapping plans | 


for the next annua 
atres divisional head meeting when 
executives from all affiliated cir- 
cuits will huddle on operating prob- 
lems affecting houses under wartime 
conditions. 

Date for meeting has not yet been 
set though it 
within the next few weeks. Skouras 
has either Kansas City or Denver in 
view as the meeting place. 





SAYS SENATOR CLARK 


Film ‘Warmongering’ Probe 
By No Means Dead 





iD. C. 





Senate subcommittee investigation 
of alleged propaganda in films is def- 
initely dead, reports to the contrary 


notwithstanding, chairman D. Worth 
|Clark declared in New York last 
Friday (28). Senator Clark said it 





is set up | 
|'was given by Clark as one of the 
| reasons for the delay in continuing 


was impossible, however, to give any 
idea of the date for the resumption 
of the Washington hearings. 

Will Hays and Thurman Arnold 
are on the list of witnesses to 
called, plus only one or two others 
yet to be decided upon, before the 
subcommittee officially folds, stated 
Clark. Probability is, he indicated, 
that hearings won’t be resumed un- 
til after Jan. 1. 

Absence from Washington of Sen- 
ator Brooks (Illinois), a member of 
the committee, on a speaking tour 


the hearings, following holdup 
caused by debate on the Neutrality 


will likely be held | 


be | 


National The- 








Chicago, Dec, 2. 

Remaining here an extra day with 
E. K. ‘Ted’ O’Shea and others from 
the Metro home office, William F. 
Rodgers stated yesterday (Tues.), 
prior to departure for New York, 
that he would personally handle sales 
contacting on Canada which was for- 
merly in the division of Tom Con- 
nors, whom O’Shea succeeds as east- 
ern-southern divish head. In Can- 
ada, where film is sold full-line, 
Metro set up its own exchange sys- 
tem last June with Henry Nathan- 
son in charge. 

Rodgers stated that decision has 
not been reached as to who will take 
over the central district out of here, 
as a result of promotion of Jack 
Flynn to the h.o. over the central 
division created a year ago with 
O’Shea in charge. Flynn will not 
shift to the home office immediately 
but clean up several product deals 
in this territory first on which he 
has been working. 





Possibilities 

A successor to Jack Flynn as cen- 
tral district manager for Metro may 
be chosen from a division other than 
central, it is reported in New York. 
W. E. Branford, Chicago branch 
manager, who would nominally be 
expected to move up, has not been 
in good health for some time and 
it is believed might not want to 
assume the added responsibility, this 
also being true of W. W. Willman, 
exchange head at _ Indianapolis. 
Though he is on in years, Bill 
Workman, in charge of the office 
at Minneapolis, is a possibility if 
the promotion is to be within the 
district. John X. Quinn of St. Louis 
and F. J. Downey of Detroit are 
others on the eligibility list. 

However, because the central dis- 
trict is a very important one, a dis- 
trict manager in a smaller territory 
may be shifted, either from the east 
or south, with a branch manager in 
kis zone moving up to fill the re- 
sulting vacancy. 


Tom Connors, eastern-southern- 
Canadian divish chief, returned to 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) ahead of 


others and if able to clear the decks 
will move into 
post at 20th-Fox Monday 
executive assistant to S. R. 
Else it will be the following 


his new 
(8) as 
Kent. 
week. 

Decision of Metro as to whether 


it will or will not sell Minnesota 
outside of the decree remains in 
abeyance pending the return today 
| (Wed.) of William F. Rodgers, v.p. 
in charge of distribution. There is 
some feeling that Metro will ulti- 
mately succumb no matter how 


peeved it is at the Minnesota exhibs 
who sponsored the full-line-cancel- 
lation statute. 


SCHENCK, MOSKOWITZ 
APPEALS UP TODAY 





Today (Wednesday) U. 8. attorney 


Mathias F. Correa will argue in the 
Circuit Court of Appeals for a con- 
firmation of a decision of Federal 
| Judge Grover Moscowitz who con- 
victed Joseph M. Schenck, former 
chairman of the board of 20th Cen- 





Act changes. 
Clark was in New York ‘to give | 
one of those isolationist speeches, al- | 


he said good-naturedly. 


x | though the subject’s getting “ied 
| thin,’ 


tury-Fox Film Corp., 
Moskowitz, 
20th-Fox. 

The two film executives were con- 
victed of evading income tax returns 
and of conspiracy to aid such eva- 
sion. Former Judge Joseph Pros- 
kauer and a former presidential can- 
didate, John W. Davis, will handle 
the defense attempt to set aside the 
verdict. 


and Joseph H. 
eastern representative of 


Rubens’ Heart ‘Attack 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
L. M. Rubens, of Joliet, and one of 


the key men of Great States cir- 
cuit, suffered a sudden heart at- 
tack Monday (1). 

He is recovering at home. 
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Lucas & Jenkins, Par and Other Pix 


Majors to Deny 


Atlanta Trust Suit 





Sued under the anti-trust laws, 
along with other distributors and its 


own Lucas & Jenkins circuit in 
Georgia, Paramount will make a gen- 
eral denial to all the allegations con- 
tained in the complaint filed by Mion 
& Murray, Inc. in Atlanta during the 
past week. Par will handle defense 
on the action in conjunction with 
special counsel to be retained in At- 
lanta by Lucas & Jenkins. Other 
distribs who are parties to the action 
are also expected to put in a blanket 
denial within the next two weeks, in- 
cluding Metro, RKO, Warner Bros., 


20th-Century - Fox, Universal and 
United Artists. 
In addition to the seven dis- 


tributors, Lucas & Jenkins, Inc. and 
several theatre operating subsidiaries, 
Arthur Lucas and William K. Jen- 
kins are named personally as de- 
fendants. They are partners with 
Par in Atlanta and other Georgia 
spots with 54 theatres. 


Charles Mion and W. T. Murray, 
who brought the suit, alleging con- 
spiracy in restraint of trade and ask- 
ing triple damages of $1,592,785, op- 
erate the downtown Rialto in Atlanta 
and three suburban houses. The 
Rialto, which they have had for sev- 
eral years, is not involved in the ac- 
tion. 

M. & M.’s 3 Theatres 

In 1940, according to the complaint, 
three sheatres were built for Mion 
& Murray, the Little Five Points in 
Atlanta, the East Point at East Point, 
Ga., and the Decatur, Decatur, Ga. 
Leases for 15 years were taken, 
amounting to $14,400 annually, while 
equipment paid for by the exhibs, 
plus certai} building costs they bore 
ran to $62,746. . 

In computing the damages suffered, 
Mion & Murray claim the net loss on 
operations of the three theatres from 
Sept. 10, 1940 to Nov. 15, 1941, was 
$35,032, exclusive of depreciation. 
For the term of the leases the total 
of $199,150 is thrown in as damages, 


while still another item is $243,000, | 


representing profit the three theatres 
should have made as well as make 
for the remaining 14 years under the 
leases. This is arrived at on a basis 
of $100 a week profit to each theatre. 

The petition states, in part: 

‘As soon as the plaintiff made 
known its intention to lease and op- 
erate the three neighborhood the- 
atres as aforesaid, the exhibitor de- 


fendants, Arthur Lucas and William | 


Jenkins, conspired to promulgate and 
carry out plans to maintain a mo- 
nopoly and restrain competition in 


interstate commerce by seeking to} $261,705 
deter plaintiff from engaging in the! 


One Long Reel 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Marathon record for one-pic- 
ture souses is credited to Ray 
Middleton in ‘Lady For a Night’ 
at Republic. Under the Will 
Hays dictum, an actor is per- 
mitted only three scenes of al- 
coholic libation per film. 
Middleton takes his three le- 
gitimate strikes against old John 
Barleycorn and continues to 
stagger through 161 more scenes. 














COL.’S FIRST QUARTER — 


NET IS $261,705 





FROSCH HEADS TWIN 
CITY VARIETY CLUB 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Maitland Frosch, local equipment 
dealer, was elected Chief Barker of 
the Twin City Variety club, succeed- 
ing Ben Blotcky, Paramount branch 
manager, who held the office for two 
terms. Other officers chosen were 
M. Frank McCormick, first assistant; 
Arthur Anderson, Warner Bros.’ 
branch manager, second assistant; 
Charles Rubenstein, independent ex- 
hibitor, treasurer, and Lowell Kaplan 
of the Eddie Ruben circuit, secretary. 

Other directors are Blotcky, Max 
Torodor, William Elson, W. A, Steffes, 
Eddie Ruben, Bennie Berger, LeRoy 
J. Miller and Paul Mans. 

Previously the ctub had selected 
Elson as national canvassman and 
one of four delegates to the national 
convention, others being Abe Kap- 
lan, Frosch and Joe Podoloff. 








Wes Huss Inducted 
Cincinnati, Dec. 2, 





Columbia Pictures net profit 
|amounted to $261,705 for the first| 
| quarter of the company’s fiscal year | 
ending last Sept. 27. This compares 
with profit of $153,878 earned in cor- 
responding period ending Sept. 28,| 
1940. Profit figure in both instances 
is after provisions for Federal in- 
come and other taxes. 

No provision was made for monies 
presently restricted in England, be- 
cause Columbia has no way of de- 
termining how much of these funds 
may be permanently blocked, the) 
statement pointed out. Corporation 
showed working capital of $11,619,- 
219. with current assets listed at 
$14,207,784 and liabilities at $2,588,565. 
Harry Cohn, in his report to stock- 
| holders, said that results thus far in- 
dicate the second quarter of com- 
pany’s fiscal year indicate a con- 








| tinued earnings improvement. 

| COLUMBIA PICTURES EARNINGS, 

1930-41 

| Net profit, except as noted: (+) 

deficit. 

> See sedee bees esos. $1,295,958 
ees seeeurens 560,869 

i icktnmatwatascihvens 574,292 

Ci op ess éuGeabeweesbakeu 740,241 | 

Se sertoos Nhe Seedoavetan 1,008,834 
ee . kevadeessbbe 1,815,267 
1936..... oeenes Nee . . 1,568,816 
1937. naehe's eaeacesseece 1,317,771 
Pegs batches aseunon ewes 183,393 
ML Aspe tendws ind seoee ; 2,047 
(ee beoaab decease wuiees * §12,185 
| Sey nee Pee ee 552,744 


(By Quarters for Fiscal Year Ended 
June 29, 1941) 
First Second Third Fourt 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$153,878 $153,128 +$32,242 $277,980 





Wes Huss, “exhib, heads Variety 
Club Tent 3 for 1942. He and other 
officers were installed at a dinner 
Monday (1) night in the tent’s quar- 
ters in the Netherland Plaza. 

Other officers: Andy Niedenthal 
and William Devaney, assistant chief 
barkers; Saul Greenberg, reelected 
property master; Pete Niland, dough 
guy. Directors are William Onie, re- 
tiring chief barker; Col. Arthur 
Frudenfeld, Joe Oulahan, Harry J. 
‘Pop’ Wessel and Allan S,. Moritz, 
past chief barkers; Harris Dudelson, 
James J. Grady, Al Kolitz, Nat 
Kaplan and Albert Weinstein. 





Griffith Prez in Dallas 


Dallas, Dec. 2. 

Texas Variety Club’s new staff of 
officials will be headed in 1942 by 
R. E. Griffith, the members voted 
Sunday (Nov. 31). One of the early 
supporters of the club and long an 
officer, Griffith heads a circuit of 
theatres bearing his name through- 
out the Southwest. 

He succeeds Paul Short as chief 
barker of the club. Other members 


of the executive group will be 
Claude Ezell, first assistant chief 
barker; W. G. Underwood, second 


assistant chief barker; Ted de Boer, 
treasurer, and John Q. Adams, secre- 
tary. Directors will be Ed Rowley, 
S. L. Dakely, Ben Ferguson, Herman 
Beiersdorf, Jo Jack and Justin Mc- 
Inaney. Delegates to the 1942 con- 
vention in Los Angeles will be J. O. 
Cherry and Burt King, alternates 
being B. C. Gibson and Jake Lutzer. 


Philly’s $4,000 Gift 
Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 








(Current Fiscal Year by Quarters) 
| First Second Third Fourt 
| Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 





operation of the aforesaid three the- 


| 
atres or to force plaintiff out of busi-| Minn. Indies Will Take 


ness 


by 


continue 
atres.’ 


preventing plaintiff from} 
obtaining such feature motion pic-| 
tures as would enable plaintiff to} 
its operation of said the-| 


Beefs to Unity Confab 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
Alleging Minnesota independent 
| exhibitors cannot ‘live’ under terms 


It is set forth that Lucas & Jenkins | being demanded by major decree dis- 


increased the seating capacity of its} tributors now selling in conformity 


DeKalb 50% in the face of new indie| with ; 
opposition; bought a lot adjoining the | Northwest Allied, measure’s sponsor, | for films and represent authors has | 


the state’s anti-decree law, 


Highlight of the forthcoming Vari- 
|} ety Club banquet Dec. 14 will be the 
| presentation of a $4,000 check by 
| retiring Chief Barker Earle Swei- 
|gert to Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard, 
superintendant of schools. The 
money is to be used for medical at- 
| tention for school pupils crippled by 
infantile paralysis. 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


‘Mrs. Pallos (Esther Kiss) 
| Also Agenting Authors 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dee. 2%. 

Richard Derr’s player option 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Joan Merrill drew an option lift 
at RKO. ; 

Frank Butler inked new acripting 
eontract with Paramount. 

Roberta Smith's player 
hoisted by RKO. 

Polly James, David Lang, Warner 
Law and De Vallon Scott, junior 
writers, renewed by Metro. 


New IATSE Prez 


Is Encouraging 
Local Autonomy 











option 








In line with his policy of safe- 
guarding local autonomy through- 
out the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, Richard 
F. Walsh, president, is encouraging 
the Coast studio locals to carry on 
their own negotiations as far as they 
can and as a result is not project- 
ing himself importartly into the pic- 
ture although waiting to be called 
when IA executive aid is needed. 


The Coast locals, excepting the 
laboratory workers who previously 
made their own deal, had sessions 
in New York in October at which 
IA representatives sat in, but were 
unable to reach agreements with 
subsequent negotiations shifted to 
Holly wood. 

It is expected ultimately that 
Walsh will be asked to attend meet- 
ings on negotiations between the 
studios and the Coast locals, with | 
chances being the new IA prez; 
would go out there rather than have 
the huddles in the east. Pat Casey 
is presently on the Coast on top of 
the renewed negotiations with the 
locals as chairman of the _ studio 
labor committee. 

Walsh was in Atlanta last Thurs- 
day (27) attending a celebration of 
the 25th anniversary of Local 225, 
Atlanta operators. 


GENERAL PAR THEATRE 
POWWOW IN CHICAGO) 





WB REPORTED 
PAYING 1506 
FOR ‘RHINE’ 


Warner Bros. is reported near an 
agreement for purchase of screen 
rights to ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Lil- 
lian Hellman’s anti-Nazi drama 
which is now in its 35th week on 
Broadway. Price is said to be in 
excess of $150,000. 


Negotiations are on between Jake 
Wilk, eastern rep of WB studios, 
Miss Hellman and Herman Shum- 
lin, producer of the play. Only 
other filmmaker beside WB gaid to 
be actively interested in rights is 
Samuel Goldwyn. Because of the 
play’s success, all companies have 
been watching it attentively, but 
have laid off bidding beeause of its 
strong anti-Nazi point of view and 
other production difficulties. 


WB also owns rights to another 
Shumlin play, ‘The Corn Is Green.’ 

Metro has purchased ‘Grand Cen- 
tral Murder,’ a mystery novel pub- 
lished several years ago. It was 
written by Sue MacVeigh. Price 
was $4,000. Same studio also ac- 
quired W. L. White’s ‘Journey for 
Margaret,’ in which the war core 
respondent tells of some of his ad- 
ventures and of his bringing a 
young refugee giri to this country. 
Metro is interested only in the late 
ter phase and paid $4,500 for rights, 








SPG Renews Interest In 
CIO Following Schism 


A second referendum on affiliation 
with the CIO appears in prospect 
by the Screen Publicists Guild of 
New York as result of the break in 
contract negotiations with the pro- 
ducers. Proposal to tie up with the 
CIO was beaten in balloting several 
weeks ago, but a number of those 
who voted against it then are under- 
stood to have changed their minds 
since the schism with producers on 
working out a pact. 

Special meeting has been called 
for tomorrow night (Thursday) to 
consider the affiliation question. 

SPG leaders feel that producers’ 
‘categorical refusal to bargain in 
good faith’ stems directly from de- 
feat of the CIO affiliation proposal. 
They say that the wage scale offered 





Discussion of pictures so far re-| 
leased this season, those on the way, | 
the ‘Tribute to Y. Frank Freeman’ | 
drive as a means of increasing pre-| 
Christmas business, and general | 
theatre problems are expected on the | 
agenda for a meeting of Paramount | 
theatre execs and partners to be| 
held in Chicago today (Wed). Meet-| 
ing will be attended by all the north- | 
ern and western partners, as well as 





| 


Agency to handle literary material | 


site of the Little Five Points and | will carry its-case to industrv’s Na- been established in N@w York by 
built the Euclid; and also built the| tional Unity Conference in Chicago, 


Russell at East Point, Ga. 


three L&J houses are in direct con- | 


flict with the M&M trio. 


These | Dec. 9. 


At an indignation meeting here 
| Monday (1), the organization’s board 


The complaint states that pictures| 0f directors authorized president E. 


are old by the time the M&M the- L. Peaslee to appoint a 12-man com- | 
atres receive them, but the extent 
of the clearance set up against this 
in- : 
It merely says that a ‘defi-| Telief 


circuit in favor of L&J 
dicated. 
nite period’ intervenes. 


Schad vs. WB-Fox-W.&V. 


is not 





mittee to go to Chi and ‘lay the situ- 
ation before the industry.’ 

‘If appeal goes unheeded and no 
is forthcoming,’ it was an- 
nounced, “Twin City independent 
neighborhood exhibitors either will 
close their theatres or adopt 
double feature policy, sans major 
decree product. 





7 | ‘Careful consideration also will be 
Set for Trial on Jan. 29, given to wholesale filing of lawsuits 





Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

The U. S. District Court last week 
set Jan. 29 for the -date for 
final hearing in the $750,000 dam- 
age suit filed by the Schad Thea- 
tres, Reading, Pa., against 20th-Fox, 
Wilmer & Vincent and the Warner 
interests. The case will be heard 
by Judge J. Cullen Ganey. 

The plaintiffs, Harry J. Schad and 
Sallie R. Schad, who operate the 
Astor, Reading, accuse the defend- 
ants of allegedly engaging in a con- 
spiracy to injure the Astor after 
the Schads refused to renew a lease 
on the house to Warners at a lower 
rental figure. 


It is the largest amount of dam- 


and request to federal government 
to step into situation,’ it was an- 
nounced. Organization charged that 
deals now being offered are ‘punitive’ 
—not in line with. decree blocks-of- 
five terms. Idea, it was declared, 
‘and is intended to punish Minnesota 
independent exhibitors for having 
sponsored anti-consent decree law 
which requires distributors to sell 
their entire season’s product subject 
to 20% minimum cancellation priv- 


ilege.’ - 


$475 L.A. Stickup 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
A lone bandit forced the cashier 
at gunpoint, to hand over $475 at 
the Four Star theatre on busy Wil- 











ages ever asked in an anti-trust suit| shire Blvd., Sunday (31) evening. 


in Philly courts up to now. 


He fled in an auto. 


11c. | 


| parines and eastern 
| ander Korda. Mrs. Pallos is a for- 
| mer European legit and film actress, 
| then known as Esther Kiss. 

Mrs. Pallos has been assigned by 
| Arnold Pressburger, United Artists 
| producer, to locate suitable material 
for his unit and is also searching for 
| stuff for other film-makers. On the 
| other hand, she is serving as per- 
| sonal rep for young playwrights 
whom she is aiding to develop into 
screen-and stage writers. 

This is her first venture 

10%ing. She’s a British subject. 


DeMille’s Mex Mounties 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

‘Rurales,’ a story based on the ex- 
ploits of Mexico’s mounted police, is 
slated as Cecil B. DeMille’s next pro- 
duction at Paramount. 

Theodore St. John, Jeanie Mac- 
pherson and Albert Maltz are col- 
laborating on the screen play. 








Joan Gets a Lift 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Joan Bennett will make two pic- 
tures next year on the 20th-Fox lot 
as a result of the lifting of her 
option. 

Contract permits the actress to ap- 
pear meanwhile in films at outside 
studios. 





| Esther Pallos, wife of Steven Pallos, | 
rep of Alex- | 


| 





| 
| 


into | 


by M. A. Lightman of Memphis, | 
only southern operator to be on 
hand, 


Leonard Goldenson, in charge of 
all Par theatre operations, will pre-| 
side, while other h.o. execs in Chi-| 


cago for the sessions are Sam Dem-! Thursd 


bow, Jr., and Eddie Hyman. Leon 
Netter is in Texas, where he attend- | 


ed a board meeting of East Texas | 


| Theatres. 


In addition to John Balaban and | 
Walter Immerman of the Chicago | 
B. & K. chain, partner-operators | 
sitting in are J. J. O'Leary, John | 
Nolan, Marty Mullin. Nate Gold- | 
stein, Jules Rubens, Ear] K. Hudson, 
John Friedl, Tracy Barham, Harry 


Ralph Branton. 

Following the one-day 
meeting, Goldenson and 
will join Netter at New Orleans for 
huddles with E. V. Richards and 
other execs of the Saenger circuit. 


No More Outside Tenants 
In Loew’s State Bldg., N.Y. 


Loew’s, Inc., has notified all tenants 
of Loew’s State Bldg., 1540 Broad- 
way, that no further extension of 
leases will be given. It is part of 
the policy of Loew’s (Metro) to take 
over the entire building for the film 
company, Loew’s circuit (the theatre 
operating division) and WHN, its 
radio station. 

Estimated this week that there are 
only five tenants left in the building 
now, and that these will be out early 
next year. This will give Loew’s 16 
solid floors of space, ground floor 


Chicago 





theatre and its offices. 
offices extend over all 


Company 
excepting 





about two floors presently. 


| try. 


| Nace, Abe Blank, Harry David and | 


wn the contract after the film com- 
panies learned that the CIO was out 


were ‘a retrogression’ from offers 
that had been made while CIO af- 
filiation was pending and looked 


likely of approval by the member- 
ship. 


Picture was muddled meantime, 
however, by entrance of a second 
CIO union seeking to sign up the 
SPGites. This threatens a jurisdic- 
tional dispute within the CIO. New- 
comer to the scene is the United 
Retail, Wholesale & Department 
| Store Employees of America. It did 


| its wooing in a 600-word telegram 

read at a special SPG meeting called 

{to hear of the contract break last 
ay (27). 


URWDSE announced it was pre- 


| pared to launch a Cinema Workers 


Organizing Committee ‘to organize 
all unorganized workers in the dis- 
tribution end of the cinema indus- 
We absolutely will not raid or 


| interfere with the jurisdiction of any 


legitimate union with honest con- 

tractual relations, whether it be an 

AFL or a CIO union.’ 
At the Thursday 


night session, 


| membership was informed that con- 


Dembow | 


only being used by the Loew’s State | 





ferences with the homeoffices are 
off as a result of refusal of the pies 
ture companies to grant a 10% in- 
crease and to consider the retro- 
active pay claims demanded by the 
SPG. The home offices are also 
accused of intolerable stalling and 
refusal to make any concessions of 
substance. 

In a letter to members, the SPG 
states: 

‘We may all rest assured that in 
our fight against the arrogant mo- 
tion picture monopoly, which al- 
ready is in so much public disfavor, 
we shall have the support of the 
puolic and the enthusiastic support 
and cooperation of an aroused labor 
movement.’ 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
‘Road to Happiness’ is release tag 
on ‘Boy of Mine’ at Monogram. 
‘Murietta and the Lone Rider’ at 
Producers Releasing Corp, became 
‘The Lone Rider and the Bandit.’ 
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SELLING PRESSURE GROWS 





WB and Par’s %, and RKO's Upped 


Rentals Stalemate Minn. Buying 





Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Twin City independent exhibitors’ 
buyers strike continues as film com- 
panies refuse to back down on their 
allegedly .‘exorbitant’ demands and 
Northwest Allied holds protest meet- 
ings at which the irate theatre 
owners threaten all sorts of dire 


things. 

The Minneapolis and St. Paul in- 
dependents’ infuriation hit a new 
high when Warner Bros. revealed its 
Twin City deal calling for three pic- 
tures at 50°, five at 40% and the 
balance flat at approximately 10% 
higker than a year ago. The Twin 
City boys hitherto always have 
bought flat from all companies ex- 
cepting Metro and are on record to 
resist percentage to the last ditch. 


With Paramount remaining ad- 
amant on its demand for two at 50%, 
four at 40° and two at 25%, and 
rentals for balance at 50-100% high- 
er than a year ago, and with RKO 
upping its prices from 100-300% 
over a year ago, the Twin City in- 
dependents, who sponsored the state 
anti-consent decree law under which 
all the companies excepting M-G 
now are selling, are finding that they 
have anything but a bed of roses. 
In fact, they question whether 
they'd be any worse buying under 
the decree in blocks of five than 
under the law which requires the 
distributors to sell their entire sea- 
son’s product subject to a minimum 
20° cancellation privilege. 


20th-Fox, UA Unannounced 


20th-Fox and United Artists 
haven't announced tkeir terms for 


the Twin City independents yet. 
Metro still hasn't applied for release 
from the decree to permit it to sell 
in Minnesota. All of the companies 
now selling claim that they’re land- 
ing contracts fast as they can 
write them out-of-town, although 
Northwest Allied leaders assail these 
deals offered to the trade in 
state’s smaller towns as ‘brutal.’ 


as 


In the meanwhile, the product sit- 
uation gets increasingly worsé every 
day for the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
independent houses. Many of them 
now are forced to use ‘B’ and lower 
group pictures and repeats even on 
Sundays and business, while much 
better downtown than a year ago, 
is far off in most of the neighbor- 
hood and suburban situations. 

Showing New-Season Product 

Because Minnesota Amus. Co 
(Paramount) had a M-G franchise, 
it has been showing the new-season 
product for more than a month and 
many Metro pictures would be al- 
most immediately available for the 
Twin City neighborhood and subur- 
ban spots if the company starts sell- 
ing and the exhibitors will buy. Par 
also 


will@ be available in a few 
weeks and then, the trade point: 
out, it will be interesting to see if 
the independents still will refuse to 
buy In the case of the other com- 
panies, it’s indicated that downtown 
protection may be waived te 
porarily because of the emergenc’' 
Situation in order to help out the 
neighborhood spots, providit 
deals are made. 

Branch managers apparently are 
not disturbed by the Twin City in- 
dependents’ threats to go to double 
features and reduce their admissions 


to lle, using whatever minor prod- 
uct they can pick up, or to close up 
entirely. They think the exhibitors 


the | 


a 





4) 
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are bluffing and assert that the lat- | 


ter won't 
their faces. 


cut their noses to 





Pre-Xmas Qpposish 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
There's a new sort of opposition 
this pre-Christmas period. 
shows in some of the loop 
display windows use SRO, 
Brief dramas are acted out by ani- 
mated dummies in the windows and 


& p.a. sytem carries the dialog, from 
hidden 


glass, 


store 


Free | 


records, through the plate | 


spite | 


f 


| Street 


Miscast Then 


Metro’s current reissue of ‘Mata 
Hari’ is shocking the ‘Andy 
Hardy’ fans. 

They're aghast at finding pa- 
triotic Judge Hardy (Lewis 
Stone) was the chief of the Ger- 
man spy system during the last 
war, 


WB $5,429,302 





DOUBLES 1940 





Warner Bros. net profit of $5,429,- 
302 for the fiscal year ending last 
Aug. 30 not only nearly doubled that 
of the 1940, but was the greatest for 
the corporation in 11 years aside 
from the bullish year of 1937 when 
Warners’ profit reached $5,876,183. 
Amount was right in line with Wall 
representing 
$1.36 on the common compared with 
in the fiscal year ending Aug. 
31, 1940, when operating profit was 
$2,747,472 


WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-41 


expectations, 


Net profit 

1980... .. 0. sedwaceeedeescen.) etaereeee 
ae seeecontpeseeces "Tate 
1932 rengnsevescceecsce SRAREEEGT 
BREE cs iscacenescosevasan.  SaeeeTee 
rye errr mm 
|. Ee eC CE Cee beeoees 674,159 
SNPs ic bore ckeeeeenenesne 3,177,313 
BOTs chscocabosesonsceoes 5,876,183 
BOSS. cccccvcceceveoccosce 1,929,721 
i wer rrrrerre rrr ry re 1,740,908 
FO: Saaacdhrasent es sees 2,747,472 

(1940 by Quarters) 

Parat GUATIOE. 0.450000 . $642,129 

Second quarter........ 376,368 

Third quarter....ccccce 932,216 


Fourth quarter, 796,759 


eoeeeeee 


1 eee eT Cee ree 
(1941 by Quarters) 
First quarter.......... $1,276,316 
Second quarter........ 1,506,228 
Third quarter eoccce 1,650,901 
Fourth quarter...... ° 


995,857 


* Deficit. 


; get. 








MORE SALESMEN 
DEEMED CERTAIN 


Product Moving Too Slow, 
Under the Consent De- 
cree’s Machinery — Some 
Exchanges Radically Un- 
der-manned to Contact All 
Prospects 





REPEATED CALLS 





Because of the burden 


sent decree companies, whose new 


season’s films are moving 


inerease the number of salesmen in 
the various exchanges or at least 
some of them where the pressure is 
becoming too great. Some branches 


of decree distributors are said to be 
well enough stocked with sellers 
while others are trying to get along 
with short staffs, the same as under 
the old system. 


heavy burden on the branch man- 
agers as well as the film peddlers 
working under them, with the men 
in charge of offices going out on a 
lot of deals themselves, especially 
where trouble is being encountered. 
Additionally, the district managers 
are tearing up the rails and the 
roads getting around to the 
changes under them and to 
larger accounts 
Pace Is Killing 

Salesmen themselves say the pace 
is killing, worse than they had an- 
ticipated under the decree; that they 
are still being underpaid, in the 
opinion of sources familiar with the 
situation; but added that if a 
suddenly goes out for additional 


the 





men, they aren’t going to be easy to | 


exchanges | ; : 
©” | chairman, were in Washington yester- | 


Chances are the 
would draw on booking departments 
as much as possible might go 
further with the student-salesmen 
plan instituted by Metro and RKO 
a couple years ago to train men 
from the bottom up, graduating their 
salaries as they advanced. 

A seller explains what is happen- 
ing by pointing out that where com- 
panies formerly sold full-line, 
closing for an entire season in 
now if a has 
prospects to cover, it amounts 


or 


one 


salesman 100 


SwoOOoD 
SWOODp, 


y’ 





placed | 
upon the selling forces of the con- | 


slower 
than anticipated, they may have to. 


The decree has placed an added | John J. Friedl, Minnesdta“Amus. | 


| entitling 


ex- | 


call | 


to | 


+ 


Canada Frowns on Upping B.0. 
Where It ‘Costs the Public More,’ 


But Also Freezes Rentals Ceiling 








specially outfitted and trained to 
invade foreign shores under the 
most difficult conditions, have 
brought on the usual flock of 
registrations of film titles based 
on the idea. Companies laying 
claim to ‘Commando’ as a label 
include RKO, Paramount, Selz- 
nick, Universal and Metro. 

Last year’s fave in this cate- 
gory was ‘Burma Road.’ 











FRIEDL CHAIN 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 


Co. (Paramount circuit) head, re- 
| ports that the chain showed a 40% 
| business increase during the week 
| before Thanksgiving this year, com- 
pared to the similar period a year 
! ago. 

Theatre business improvement 
| the territory, as far as the Minnesota 
circuit is concerned, has been ‘gen- 
eral and notable’ since July 1 and 
‘is continuing,’ according to Friedl. 
We believes that the 1941-42 gain 
over 1940-41 will be from 10-12%. 


March of Dimes Set 


C. C. Moskowitz and Harry Brandt, 
|co-chairmen of the 
committee for 1942 March of Dimes, 
and Oscar A. Doob, national publicity 








|day (Tuesday), to attend a meeting 
|of 48 chairmen representing the gen- 
eral March of Dimes committee 
from each state. 
Campaign plans 
were outlined. 


for the 


industry 





1,000 where a total of 50 pictures 
being sold on the year 
Companies employ from 100 to 125 
salesmen, an average of only be- 
tween three and four to an exchange. 


are 
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,. ¢€ ’ ' . 
Now It’s ‘Commando Apparently the Canadian govern- 
ment will not permit exhibitors to 
‘ shift hours F rice-chans i 2 
Recent news stories about face hey tl — prawn a me 
Engiand’s ‘Commandos,’ troops ee 


cently instituted above the border. 
In sounding out the Price Control 
Administrator having jurisdiction 
over theatres, J. J. Fitzgibbons, pres- 
ident of Falmous Players-Canadian, 
was told that there could be no jug- 
Zling ‘if it was to cost the public 
more.’ 

A further restriction, but one 
which pleases the theatres operators, 
giving them a probable offset against 
inability to raise admission scales, 
calls for the freezing of film rentals. 
The likelihood is that rental levels 
for last season (1940-41) or the prior 
semester (1939-40), but more likely 
both rather than either of these sea- 


| sons, will be used as the basis for the 
| | freezing, although from the distribu- 
| = 0 | tor point of view maximums on rent- 


als might cause hardships. Where a 
distributor may not have had good 
product the past two seasons. being 
forced to accept lower terms, this 
year that distrib might have pictures 
him to a much higher 
rental. 
Seah 15—Oct. ll Average 


In arriving at boxoffice admission 





llevels, the Canadian government 
| waited until after Oct. 11 and then 
took the scales charged between 


Sept. 15 and that date as the freezer. 
What was in Fitzgibbons’ mind when 
| he took the matter up with the Price 
|Control Administrator was whether 


| 
| 


price-changes could be altered so 
that, for instance, where a theatre 


formerly had been getting 25c to 1, 
it could get 25c to noon and then 
move into its 35c matinee price, also 
possibly dropping that at 5 instead 





| 
| 
| 
| 


{SO 


| slightly 


of 6 p. m. in order to go into an eve- 
ning 50c admission bracket. While 
there has been no official ruling, 
doubted that this can be done. 

Fitzgibbons, in New York last 
week, stated that business above the 
border is running somewhat under 
normal and that in provinces benefit- 
ing by defense, they are not making 
up for the defection in territories not 
benefiting. British Columbia is 
making the poorest showing at the 
present time, the FP-C president 
added. 


In addition to looking in on home 


office Paramount’ executives, Fitz- 
gibbons was down on negotiations 
with Universal for its product where 
not in conflict wtih Odeon, which 
has already bought U for its towns. 
FP-C has long-term franchises with 
RKO and 20th, while already closed 
for this season are Paramount, War- 
ner Bros. and Metro. 


United Det. In UA Deal, 
Latter Abandons Dicker 
For RKO Downtown, Det. 


D t, Dee. 2 
< Unit De- 
T ) operates three 
f ( here, ft e 
r [ Art oO I 
ri t i ( jal 
qich A no f 
Interest had been centered on the 
former RKO Downtown, in more re- 
cent usage a nitery. While UA had 


been scouting the possibilities of di- 
rect house ownership, the strategy in 
Detroit had been to give the com- 
pany a first-run outlet in the loop 
should the deal with United Detroit 
fail to materialize. 

The deal with UA was the second 
put through by the extensive United 


Detroit chain here, the only other 
one having been closeu being with 
Columbia. As yet the chain has not 
signed for any of the films under 


the New York consent decree terms. 
There is no unusual blockade in the 
first-runs anticipated here, since De- 
troit, with few exceptions, rates itself 
off the national pace on 
openings and the situation here is an 


| 
annual repeater. 
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Babes on Broadway 
(FILMUSICAL) 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Arthur 
Freed production. Stars Mickey Rooney, 
Judy Garland; features Fay Bainter, Vir- 





ginia Weidler, Ray McDonald, Richard 
Quine, Alexander Woollcott Directed by 
Busby Berkeley. Screenplay by Fred 
Finklehoffe and Elaine Ryan from story by 
Finklehoffe. Songs by E. 4 Harbure, 
Burton Lane, Ralph Freed, Roger Edens 
and Harold J Rome; camera, Lester 
White; editor, Fredrick Y Smith. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Dec. 1, 
*41 Running time: 121 MINS, 

Tommy Williams....... ..Mickey Rooney 
wemee MoOrsris, osc dsc cscndsei .Judy Garland | 
Da. MS, «660450000 nda Fay Baint 
DEO, 4 kw bkb obec ees Virgir Weid 

Rr OO PE rr Ray McDonald 
Morton Hammond............ Richard Quine 
Oe eee eee Donald Meek 
Alexander Woollcott........... I Himself 
ey Luis Alberni 
Thornton Reed... James Gleason 


If all the energy used by Mickey 
Rooney in making ‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ could be assembled in one 
place, there would be enough to sus- 
tain a flying fortress in the strato- 
sphere from Hollywood to New York 
avd return, non-stop. And there} 
m'cht be some left over. Teamed 
with Judy Garland in a filmusical 
which is very similar to their previ- 
ous efforts, “Strike Up the Band’ and 
‘Babes in Arms,’ Rooney is as fresh 
as the proverbial daisy at the end of 
two hours of strenuous theatrical 
calisthenics. He dances, sings, acts 
and does imitations--dozens of them. 
Film should do as well as its prede- 
cessors at the boxoffice—which was 
very good. 

™ the matter of sheer. movement, 
‘Babes on Broadway’ is the most 
restless young thing which has come 
to the screen in many months. There 
isn’t time to catch one’s breath 
from the opening moment when 
Alexander Woollcott delivers a lec- 
ture on youthful talent, to the closing 
fedeout of Mickey and Miss Garland 
giving their all in one of these Metro 
production numbers, where the 
Stage, the scenery, the actors and 
fome of the audience are doing a 
gigantic revolution around the 
camera. 

In between, there is related a story 
about young performers battling for 
their ‘chance’ on Broadway. Fred 
F'nklehoffe has devised the plot, 
which he and Elaine Ryan have 
a apted into a script of sufficient 
elasticity to introduce a massive 
sS.reet carnival, where refugee Brit- 
ish children speak over the short- 
wave to their parents; a stupendous 
minstrel show, and hundreds of mis- 
collaneous young America, ranging 
from seven to 19 years. It is about 
youth in such numbers and diversity 
that the occasional glimpse of Donald 
Meek, in the character of an east 
side settlement house superintend- 
er’, is a visual oasis. 

“usby Berkeley directs this sort of 
th ng about as well as anybody. 
Various production numbers are on 
the elaborate scale. There’s a song 
colled ‘Hoe Down,’ by Roger Edens 
and Ralph Freed, which is sung, 
canced, acted and interpreted by 
the children in sundry bucolic make- 
up. ‘How About You?’ by Freed 
and Burton Lane, has a catchy lyric 
and easy melody which should carry 
it into generai popularity. Plucked 
from the Broadway production, ‘Sing 
Out the News’ of several years ago, 
Harold J. Rome’s ‘Franklin D. Roose- 
velt Jones’ is revived by Miss Gar- 
land as an appropriate minstrel 
nonber. 


| 
| 


| 





}oth Rooney and Miss Garland, the | 


child wonders of some years back, 
are fast outgrowing, at least in ap- 
pearance, this type of presentation, 
which depends entirely on the ah’s 
and oh’s that spring from watching 
p>2cocious children, 

Fay Bainter and Jimmy Gleason 
lend an adult touch to the proceed- 
ings. 
by Ray. McDonald, 
Weidler handles a bit of human in- 
te est convincingly. 

“nere was one little English boy, 
mn ie not given, whose voice quiv- 
e.cd when making believe that’ he 
was talking to the folks back home. 
S:rangely, his brief scene is what is 
remembered most vividly from 
“Babes on Broadway.’ Flin. 





BALL OF FIRE 


RKO release of Samuel 


Goldwyn pro- 
duction. Stars Gary Cooper and Barbara 
S.anwyck; features Oscar Homolka, Dana 
Ardrews, Dan Duryea, Henry Travers, 8. 
Z. Sakall, Tully Marshall, Leonid Kinskey, 
Richard Haydn, Aubrey Mather, Allen Jen- 
kias and Gene Krupa and His Orchestra. 
D «ected by Howard Hawks. Screenplay by 
Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder from 
original by Wilder and Thomas Monroe. 
Cr» mera, Gregg Toland; editor, Daniel Man- 
dell Previewed at RKO Proctor, New 


Rochelle, N. 


¥.. Dee, J, °si. 
110 MINS. 


Running time, 


Prof. Bertram Potts........... Gary Cooper 
S-carpuss O’Shea..... .Barbara Stanwyck 
wrote, Gurabell .o.o..séckics Oscar Homolka 
3 -O8, FOCOMIO. . 6 6éi asec +e..--Henry Travers 
Prof. Magenbruch......... oe--.5. J. Sakall 
a, fee eee Tully Marshall 
Prof. Quintana.............Leonid Kinskey 
2 3 |. Ar «...-Richard Haydn 
SPOT, POSSTOM: oo ccicccccess Aubrey Mather 
Garbage Man........... ee----Allen Jenkins 
ES rere daeva cepeoas Dana Andrews 
rt MOOG... cb ccbecaee nae Dan Duryea 
Asthma Anderson...... ie halk’ Ralph Peters 
Dhins Bragg@.i...cccees -...Kathleen Howard 
EE UNENS 66 0 o'0-0.0.4.60 0.60600 0004 Mary Field 
Lawyer....... Sap OeebOsebOCR8% Charles Lane 
ORE snk e 6046s 60 eeeeeeeeeCharles Arnt 
I is 6 tan 65h b00n0 6 oh0 os Alan Rhein 


zene Krupa and His Orchestra 





A simple gag is hardly enough on 
which to string 110 minutes of film. 


Some clever dancing is done 
and Virginia | 


that Samuel Goldwyn’s director and 
writers have to support ‘Ball of Fire.’ 
It’s sufficient, however, to provide 
quite a few chuckles and, with Bar- 
bara Stanwyck and Gary Cooper as 
marquee bait, it should insure exhibs 
welcome moolah in the till. 

Gag on which the whole thing is 
based is Cooper’s professorial efforts 
to write a learned piece on slang for 
an encyclopedia. He needs, for re- 
reach purposes, someone who's hep 
to the last syllable of the lingo and 
brings into a sanctum, where he and 
seven colleagues are working on the 
encyclopedia, a burlesque stripper, 
Barbara Stanwyck. She upsets and 
excites the eight old men in the ex- 
pected manner. Much of the dialog 
is rapid-fire slang, plenty labored, 
but frequently good for laughs. 


Pic will hook all kinds of audi- 
ences, from jitterbugs up, for at 


least a partially-favorable response. 


Scenes of eight professorial gents 
being led astray bv a 42d street 
peeler has the solid human _ in- 
terest base to create pieasant re- 
actions from the  flivver-trade. 
They'll also enjoy sequence with 
Gene Krupa and his band. The 


moré conservative will get a bang 
out of being initiated to some solid 
new slang. But none of them will 
get all the fun out of the pic he 
feels he’s entitled to because of the 
very obviousness of it all. That 
telegraphing ahead by the plot for a 
reservation makes the 110 minutes 
a long pull and about 20 minutes out 
of the film would help plenty. 

Casting is meticulously perfect to 
make every character a caricature of 
itself. Cooper is in the familiar ‘Mr. 
Smith-John Doe’ rele of the brainy 
guy who’s not quite hep to his sur- 
roundings until near the end, when 
he wises up in time to snatch victory 
from the smart boys, Miss Stanwyck, 
as the girl who refuses at the 
finale to marry her gangster b.f., be- 
cause she’s fallen for the simple 
goodness of Cooper, is likewise in a 
familiar part that she can play for 
maximum results. She sings one 
tune, ‘Drum Boogie,’ in mild manner. 

A field day for the character 
brigade, practically everyone in the 
cast but the pair of stars falls into 
that category. Cooper’s seven co- 
professors are each good for a laugh 
although, collectively, they tend to 
become wearisome, They include 
Oscar Homolka, Henry Travers, S. J. 
Sakall, Tully Marshall, Leonid Kin- 
sky, Richard Haydn and Aubrey 
Mather. 

Allen Jenkins is a garbage man 
whose thirst for knowledge, created 
in radio ‘quizzolas,’ leads him to call 
on the encyclopedia-compilers. Dana 
Andrews, Dan Duryea, Ralph Peters 
and Alan Rhein are of Miss Stan- 
wyck’s gat-and-get-’em mob. An- 
drews is particularly effective as the 
leader, 

Super-hoke, tongue-in-cheek tech- 
nique employed is a creditable try at 
something different. It’s unfortunate. 
for that reason, that it doesn’t come 





off entirely successfully, although no 

exhib need worry about the film’s 

potency to be ‘yum-yum’ at the b.o. 
Herb. 


You’re in the Army Now, 


(WITH MUSIC) 


Warner Bros. release of Ben Stoloff pro- 


duction. Features Jimmy Durante, Jane 
Wyman, Phil Silvers, Regis Toomey, Don- 
| ald MacBride, Joseph Sawyer, George 
| Meeker, William Haade, Clarence Kolb, 


| Matty Malneck orchestra and Navy Blues 


Sextet. Directed by Lewis Seiler Story 
and adaptation, Paul Gerard Smith and 
George Beatty; film editor, Frank Magee; 


photography, Arthur Todd. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., Nov. 28, ’41. Running time, 79 MINS, 





i Jeeper Smith... -»--.Jimmy Durante | 
Sie POOR... ve checswan Jane Wyman |} 
| Bre OGY. JONES... ccsvces Sunceres Phil Silvers 
| Captain Radcliffe...cece... .Regis Toomey 
Gotonel DahSon. 2s coescess Donald MacBride 
| Captain Austin.....eee......George Meeker 
Sergeant Madden...cceceessss Joseph Sawyer 
Sargeant Thorpe.....e.e.e...William Haade 
General Winthrop...e...+..-Ciarence Kolb 
General Philpot...... evecce e--Paul Harvey 
| Et. Col. ROSS. ccececcdecs --.Paul Stanton 
| Army Doctor..... eececcece «-.John Maxwell 
POI. s v6hecbe4escun ckantanes Etta McDaniel 


The Navy BRlues Sextet 
Matty Malneck Orchestra 





Though it is a bit corny in spots 


}and lays the slapstick on heavily, | 


with some gag sequences stretched too 
| far, here is a comedy of soldier life 
ithat completely entertains. 
masses are its meat and good box- 
| office is certain. 

Picture makes no pretense about 
being anything but an all-out com- 
edy except for a production number, 
not elaborate, which employs the 
Matty Malneck band, the Navy 
Blues Sextet and some lesser in- 
dividuals. Song is ‘I’m Glad My 
Number Was Called,’ vocaled in bit 
fashion mostly by Durante, William 
Haade and others. 


The production number into which 
it is fitted also includes an, acro- 
batic and other dance bits, as well 
as a tap routine by the Navy Blues 
Sextet and a half dozen lads, but 
principally the army camp show 
serves as a background for laughs. 
One of the funniest scenes is the 
one in which Durante is dolled up as 
an Apache dancer and mixes into a 
routine in which he gets socked 
around plenty. He’s trying to escape 
from a sergeant who has murder in 
his heart and takes refuge on the 
stage in the costume of the gal 
Apache dancer belonging to the act. 





And that’s all—one funny situation— 


Durante goes to town on the clown- 


The | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) 
(Musical). Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland continuing where 
they left off ‘Babes in Arms.’ 
Good commerce. 

‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO). Barbara 
Stanwyck-Gary Cooper in wacky 
comedy that should click for 
moderately good grosses. 

‘You're in the Army 
(WB) Jimmy Durante, 
Silvers and others in a 
entertaining army comedy. 

‘The Vanishing Virginian’ 
(M-G) (Songs). Frank Borzage 
human touch at best. Will get 
critical and word-of-mouth at- 
tention. 


‘*Il Through the Night’ (WB). 
Mc ‘er involving destruction of 
Nazi spy ring operating in heart 
of N. Y. points to good b.o. 

‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G). 
Latest Ayres - Barrymore piv 
okay for dualers. 

‘Steel Against the Sky’ (WB). 
Tecious romantic item with some 
comic dressing. Slow biz indi- 
cated. 

‘The Body Disappears’ (WB). 
Tepid comedy about invisible 
bodies is grooved for lower end 
of duals. 

‘Sing for Your Supper’ (Col). 
A poor comedy romance with 
songs that will find it tough get- 
ting anywhere. 

‘Sealed Lips’ (U). Entertain- 
ing cop-gangster programmer, 
with fresh slants from formula. 
Good duat supporter. 

‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep). Best 
of the Weaver Bros. & Elviry 
series, okay for the hinterland 
trade. . 


Now’ 
Phil 
very 





ing, slapstick and other means of 
comedy, but while he’s busy as a bee, 
many others contribute importantly 
to the numerous laugh-producing se- 
quences. Among these is Phil Sil- 
vers, who works with Durante as a 
team selling vacuum cleaners. Others 
include Joseph Sawyer, tough top 
sergeant; Donald MacBride, a colonel 
whose toes are forever being tramped 





on by Durante, figuratively; and 
lessers. 
The story job by Paul Gerard 


Smith, an old hand at the vaudeville- 
writing game, and George Beatty is 
excellent and, if some of the gag situ- 
ations are stretched a little too far 
or the slapstick gets out of hand, it 
may be the fault of the director, 
Lewis Seiler. Dialog is surefire all 
the way, and where it concerns Du- 
rante it is well suited to his manner 
of performing. 

Durante and Silvers, trying to in- 
terest a recruiting officer in a vac- 
uum cleaner, accidentally get them- 
selves enlisted. As buck privates, 
with the action focused mostly on 
Durante, they become guardhouse 
regulars as result of getting them- 
selves into one jam after another. 


Regis Toomey ,and Jane Wyman 
carry the romantic interest, which 
necessarily is played away down. 

Finish is unique, with Durante and 
Silvers as graying old men sitting 
over a chess game and talking about 
themselves when they were soldiers. 
In another shot on the finish, both 
are sitting at a huge piano with their 
normal sizes reduced to that of chil- 
; dren through trick photography. 
Ben Stoloff, who produced, has 
| spared no expense in getting what 
| he wanted, the wild tank ride in it- 
self probably having cost a lot. 

Char, 





Vanishing Virginian 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Frank 
| Borzage (Edwin Knopf) production, di- 
|} rected by Borzage Features Frank Mor- 
gan. Kathryn Grayson, Spring Byington, 
Natalie Thompson, Douglas Newland, Mark 
Daniels, Elizabeth [atte 


Da rson. Screenplay 
by Jan Fortune, based on book by Rebecca 
| Yancey Williams; camera, Charles Lawton: 
editor, James L. Newcom. Tradeshown in 
I.. A., Dec. 2, '41. Running time, 101 MINS. 
Robert Yan ey 


| Robert Yancey............. Frank Morgan 
Rebecca Yancey...ecccces Kathryn Grayson 
moose, Yancdy.....ceccce.+ Spring Byington 
Margaret Yancey........ Natalie Thompson 
Jim Shirley..............Dougiass Newland 
SOCK Bolden. . 9. soos kev sec .-Mark Daniels 
Grandma..,.............Elizabeth Patterson 
Caroline Yancey...........+ Juanita Quigley 
i ME CC cee ce rsa eds J -Scotty Beckett 
Robert Yancey, Ir..ccecccecsss Dickie Jones 
Wncke Jam. oi. ..ccece seeeee- Leigh Whipper 
Aunt Emmeline..... eeseces Louise Beavers 
wae. POI, os Maedbaceera J. M. Kerrigan 
Mr. Rogard....... a Sees ee Harlan Briggs 
Marcia Marshall...... Katharine Alexander 


‘The Vanishing Virginian’ is the 
intimate biography of an Old Do- 
minion family, steeped in the basic 
traditions and spirit of American 
pioneer stock, respect for laws, and 
close relationship of family—both of 
which are fundamentals in the foun- 
dation and success of the United 
States as a place to live in. Scripter 
‘Jan Fortune and director Frank 
Borzage have combined to unreel a 
decidedly human and American tale 
of small-town life—a prestige picture 
for the industry at this particular 
time, with likely moderate grosses for 





metropolitan bookings, with more 


chance to catch stronger coin in the 
smaller communities—but due for fa- 
vorable comment in all spots. Proper 
exploitation may unearth surprise 
grosses, especially in midwest key 
eities. 

Rebecca Yancey Williams’ biog- 
raphy of her father and family from 
1913 to 1929 details the staunch 
Americanism and family loyalty of 
a Virginian of old stock. Imbued 
with honesty and patriotism as the 
public prosecutor, he still has the 
closest intimacy with his family of 
wife and five children—coddling the 
wife’s idiosyncrasies, while artfully 
watching the individual careers of 
his youngsters. Despite wifely op- 
position, he feels it his duty to serve 
the people through 10 terms, until 
the time finally comes when he is 
defeated for reelection. Instead of 
being shocked by the setback, Yan- 
cey laughs it off with the remark 
that a fine family and a multitude 
of friends constitute the greatest 
victory for a man during his lifetime. 

Borzage imbues the story with rich 
humanness, rolling along at a lei- 
surely though consistently interesting 
pace. Dramatic moments come with- 
in the various biographical episodes, 
which neaily dovetail together 
through deft scripting and editing. 
Borzage has clearly delineated the 
various characters in rich etchings— 
with no overtones apparent. There’s 
Frank Morgan in an excellent por- 
trayal of the honest prosecutor, fear- 
less American and blustering father 
of the family flock who tempers his 
discipline with a keen understanding 
of both his wife and vari-aged chil- 
dren. Spring Byington is the moth- 
erly wife who tries unsuccessfully to 
bend her husband, but still respects 
and loves him for holding command. 


Kathryn Grayson and _é Natalie 
Thompson are the two \ingenue 
daughters—steered into musical 


eareers by Yancey, but marrying re- 
spective sweethearts in short order. 
Juanita Quigley, Scotty Beckett and 
Dickey Jones are the mischievous 
and trouble-making youngsters of 
the family, while Leigh Whipper 
and Louise Beavers are the loyal 
colored retainers in the  house- 
hold. Cast is one of the most com- 
petent lined up by the Metro front 
office, with every member effectively 
delivering in individual assignment. 
Miss Grayson, whom Metro fig- 
ures on grooming for ingenue-star 
rating, has a strong supporting spot 
here, and along the way sings a few 
numbers, including the Strauss clas- 
sic, ‘The World Was Made for You.’ 
‘Evening by the Moonlight,’ ‘Bill 
Bailey,” and a Negro hymnal. All 
songs are briefly-footaged, with the 
last three with chorus backgrounds. 
Sets, costumes, and photography 
capture the spirit of the old domin- 
ion town of Lynchburg most effec- 
tively. Walt. 





All Through the Night 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of Hal B. Wallis 
(Jerry Wald) production. Stars Huniphrey 
Bogart; features Conrad Veidt, Kaaren 
Verne, Jane Darwell, Frank McHugh, Peter 
Lorré, Judith Anderson. Directed by Vin- 
cent Sherman. Screenplay by Leonard 


Spigelgass and Edwin Gilbert: story by 
Leonard Q. Ross and Leonard Spigelgass; 
camera, Sid Hickox: editor, Rudi Fehr; 
songs, Johnny Mercer, Arthur Schwartz, 
Lillian Goodman. Tradeshown in N. Y., 
Dec. 2, ‘41. Running time, 107 MINS. 

Gloves Donahue.,........ Humphrey Bogart 
BION TDBERE. 20. ccc cocvcsesece Conrad Veidt 
EGGG TROGIR. cc ccccccccecs Kaaren Verne 
"ME WDOMARURs ccvisccencces Jane Darwell 
BRNO on bcs cncnseetconees Frank McHugh 
Louis coescoeococcococs onckie@ C. Gleagon 
DES +3 cak éoseudweeee re Judith Anderson 
err rr es Pree .Peter Lorre 
ee CWC. cecccctceds .. Barton MacLane 
SNR? é cu seh chee 66s cei William Demarest 
Steindorff.......ssecceesss++Martin Kosleck 
Dn o. 8s pak edave beads dad es Hans Schumm 
Mie. MEMOS ctecesetseasevas Ludwig Stossel 
Pe MERU) 64466ccebsebooncns Irene Seidner 
MULTI. 660 boebbebesebetaibe Jean Ames 
MINCE 5: 0b0.066 006 oeeCen ee ess Ben Welden 
7 Sr Perrier Sam McDaniel 
WG Nave thakesbandemwewa tei James Burke 





Gripping espionage meller, with 
Humphrey Bogart and a few strong 
supporting names for marquee dress- 
ing, should come through with solid 
though not smash b.o. returns. Best 
suited for nabes and all subsequent 
situations where it will profit. 

Need for considerable trimming 
from length of 107 minutes is indi- 


cated, with ample opportunity for 
cutting. 
Somewhat on the lurid side and 


with the Nazi menace motif of fa- 
miliar timber, shortcomings are com- 
pensated for by fast-moving contin- 
uity which smartly builds suspense 
and hold attention. Comedy touches 
infrequent but pointed. 


Yarn highlights three bad boys, 
with Humphrey Bogart this time 
working on the side of law, order 
and liberty in trying to clean up a 
nest of Nazi spies and fifth-column- 
ists. Two other toughies are sinister, 
soft-spoken Lorre and immaculate, 
iron-fist-in-velvet-glove Nazi agent 
Veidt, both first rate. Locale is New 
York city. 


Bogart, as retired mobster turned 
bigtime gambler, is easy to take. 
Projected against background of Nazi 
beatings and murders, U.S. gangsters 
look like Sunday school kids fight- 
ing over marbles. Chase and gun- 
battle in Central Park, scraps in the 
warehouse district, the mystery girl 
in distress, emphasis, on danger to 
American institutions from foreign 
conspirators add up to elementary 
but surefire audience appeal. 





Casting is a big’ asset, with Jane 





| succeed 





Darwell as Bogart’s mother, Frank 
McHugh, Judith Anderson and Wij- 
liam Demarest prominent. Kaaren 
Verne, femme lead, fills the bill 
nicely and pleasantly warbles two 
songs in a nitery sequence. One, as 
yet unpublished, is ‘All Through the 
Night, by Johnny Mercer and 
Arthur Schwartz; the other, ‘Cherie, 
I Love You,’ is by Lillian Goodman, 
Sid Hickox’s camera work is okay, 
Mori. 


Dr. Kildare’s Victory 


Metro production and release Features 
Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Ann Ayars, 
Robert Sterling. Drected by Major W. §, 
Van Dyke, 2d, Screenplay by Harry Ruskin 
and Willis Goldbeck from story by Joseph 
Harrington, based on characters created by 


Max Brand; camera, William Daniels; edie 
tor, Frank E. Hull. Tradeshown in N. Y. 
Dec. 2, ’41. Running time, 92 MINS. 

ie” DE es + deeeent sees Lew Ayres 
Dr. Leonard Gilelspie....Lionel Barrymore 
Cynthie ‘Cookie’ Charles........ Ann Ayars 
Dr. Donald Winthrop....... Robert Sterling 
Annabelle Kirke......cccceceesed Jean Rogers 
Molly Byrd...ccsscoccccvcessced Alma Kruger 
Dr. Walter Carew........ Walter Kingsford 
Nurse Parker...» .ccceeese.s+s4--Nell Craig 
Willie BreOk®..scvoccccoses Kdward Gargan 
RT. vas nod d 606069 66080660000 eee Bike 
Mike Ryan....... eedecesenecces Frank Orth 
COMOVERs cccccecvereseosoess George H. Reed 
Samuel Z. Cutler.......-.....Barry Nelson 
Clifford Gemet. -seccesesecesiess Eddie Acuff 
rr eosecess+--Gus Schilling 
Arnold Spencer..... esoees Stuart Crawford 
Mr. Hubbell... .cccccece:s William Bakewell 
Mra, Hubbell. .<<cccesee’s Charlotte Wynters 


Latest Kildare stanza, first to be 
directed by W. S. Van Dyke, 2d, 
though not as interesting as some 
which have preceded it, is adequate 
supporting fodder. Withdrawal of 
Laraine Day from this series, fol- 
lowing her cinematic demise, for 
more important studio assignments 
will not dent following established 
by Ayres-Barrymore combo to any 
appreciable extent. But introduc- 
tion of new heart interest for the 
young medico, even if not leadin 
immediately to the altar, is neede 
quickly to maintain audience re- 
sponse. 

Script for this episode is much too 
wordy, lacks sufficient motivation, 
and lapses too frequently into un- 
eventful hospital politics and sub- 
plots between sporadic bursts of ac- 
tion. Basically, yarn hinges on a 
territorial dispute between two hos- 
pitals which have an agreement not 
to muscle in on each other’s pa- 
tients. When an interne protege of 
Dr. Kildare’s brings a glamour girl 
with a chunk of glass imbedded in 
her heart to the hospital he’s dis- 
missed though her life is saved be- 
cause the gal was found in oppo- 
sition territory. 

Ann Ayars, introduced as a much- 
publicized screwball glamour gal, 
turns on lots of heat. She makes an 
indecisive play for Kildare and bows 
out at finale, saying she'll be back 
for another grab at him. Mild flirta- 
tion thus projected is inconclusive 
and so far ineffective as substitute 
for Day-Ayres romantic interludes, 
though it can be strengthened. 

Dr. Gillespie’s shrewd medical 
analyses and sharp political ma- 
neuvering continue intriguing while 
Ayres delivers standard competent 
performanc2. Robert Sterling, as 
the interne, shows promise as a per- 
sonable juve lead, though still need- 
ing additional polish. Jean Rogers, 
in subordinate role as Sterling's girl 
friend and Alma Kruger are other 
standouts. Mori. 


—_____. 


Steel Against the Sky 


Warner Bros 
production, 
Smith, 
ward 


release of Edmund Grainger 
Features Lloyd Nolan, Alexis 
Craig Stevens, Gene Lockhart, Ede 
Ellis, Walter Catlett und Edward 
Brophy. Directed by A. Edward Suther- 
iand Story, Maurice Hanline and Jesse 
Lasky, Jr.; adaptation, Paul Gerard Smith; 
film editor, Doug Gould; photography, James 

: oe 


Van Trees Tradeshown in N Bx Ve 
28, '41. Running time, 68 MINS. 

POG BVORG 600846606660 60 00% Lioyd Nolan 
PEMD 3 kb ccddreesousacoensecs Alexis Smith 
CAO BOVOR. c ccccesbescetess Craig Stevens 
JERE POWSIS. o ccccsecoceeceess Gene Lockhart 
Pep EVANS... .occccccsotcece ...KMdward Ellis 
Professor Sampsomn....csse.-- Walter Catlett 
err ..++-Howard da Silva 
POOR TIVORR., ccc cccnccesesece Edward Brophy 
PTS TT rere eer rT er Julie Bishop 


Backgrounded against bridge- 
building and three brothers who 
work ‘high up,’ as the scenario calls 
it, ‘Steel Against the Sky’ is ineffec- 
tual, romantic drama which tries 
hard to be funny at times, but doesn’t 
so well in that direction, 
either. Below-average business 18 
likely. 

The story, ordinary as to con- 
struction, concerns three brothers 
one of whom has been a black-sheep 
but redeems himself by becoming a 
good bridge mechanic. He falls for 
his older brother’s girl friend and 
bad feeling results. It is removed 
when one of them saves the other’s 
life. Paul Gerard Smith’s adapta- 
tion of the Maurice Hanline-Jesse 
Lasky, Jr., story is routine and the 
dialog lacks strength. 

The direction fails to add much 
except that the scenes of bridge con- 
struction and the highlighting of the 
dangers facing structural workers 
provide an effective background for 
a slow story and weak plot. Bridge- 
building scenes are well photo- 
graphed. A. Edward Sutherland di- 
rected and James Van Trees was be- 
hind the camera. Edmund Grain- 
ger’s production is fair. 

Lloyd Nolan plays the member of 
the Evans’ brood who’s superintend- 
ent on the span-constructing job, 


(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Honky Tonk’ Smash $30,000 in Chi: 


?-Faced Woman’ 


18G, ‘RAF -Vande 


356 H.0., Enemies -Marcus Unit 236 





Chicago, Dee. 2. 

hicago loop started out at a sharp 
ain agate this week. State-Lake, 
now straight film, follows starting 
picture on this policy, ‘Sergeant 
York,’ with ‘Honky Tonk.’ Gable 
starrer will do a smash ‘$30,000. 
‘York’ moves to the Garrick for ad- 
itional loop time. ‘ 
. Chicago holds over ‘Yank in 
R.A.F. and will grab a bright $35,- 
000 on the second session, aided by 
vaudeville. One other holdover is 
‘Suspicion’ doubled with ‘Weekend 
for Three’ in the Palace. Bill topper 
is responsible for a solid $12,000 on 
second stanza. A. B. Marcus unit in 
the Oriental, with ‘Public Enemies,’ 
is the main reason why the theatre 
is doing socko business at $23,000, 
best here in sometime. 

United Artists came up Saturday 
(29) with ‘Two Faced Woman,’ Greta 
Garbo’s sex picture, and is a cinch 
for around $18,000, fine takings. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ is giving the 
Apollo its greatest business in weeks, 
but the Roosevelt is having some 
trouble with ‘Swamp Water’ and 
‘Great Guns.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-67-75) 
—Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Bring- 
ing in a healthy $10,000, best here 
in a long time. Last week, ‘Inter- 
national Lady’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA) (2d week), okay $4,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and stage show. 
Second week for the entire lineup, 
bright $35,000. Last week, same 
combo, great $46,500. 

Garriek (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—York’ (WB). Moved here for ad- 
ditional loop time after five excel- 
lent weeks in the State-Lake. Will 
garner $7.500, great money in_ this 


house. Last week, ‘Never Rich’ 
(Col.) finished three weeks down- 
town at nice $4,300. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—Public Enemies’ (Rep) and 
‘A. B. Marcus Revue’ on stage. 


Mainly on account of the boxoffice 
dynamite of the Marcus show the 
house is rocketing to a_ brilliant 
money session, sockeroo $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Sailors on Leave’ 
vaude, okav $17,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO) (2d week). Good 
$12,000 following initial week’s nifty 
$17,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 


75)—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (UA). Double bill not 
getting much, dull $9,000. Last 
week, ‘New York’ (Par) and ‘Bad- 
lands Dakota’ (U) wound up two 
nice weeks here at $9,600 for second 
session. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Honky’ (M-G). Strong money 
item from the bell and zooming to 
smash $30,000. Last week, ‘York’ 
(WB) finished five excellent weeks at 
sturdy $15.500 for final stanza 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1.700; 
35-55-65-75) — “T'wo-Faced’ (M-G). 
Got away in fine style Saturday (29) 
and looks for around $18,000 on first 
week. Came in rather quietly but 
the mere ad mention of a new Garbo 
picture was sufficient. Last week, 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) (2d week), 
dropped suddenly in its second sesh, 
mild $10,100. 


‘Rise, Shine’ Mild at 
$16.000 in Blah Wash.; 
‘Thin Man’ 126 on 4.0. 





Washington, Vec. 2. 
Things are back to normal after a 
mild holiday boom. 


of Blues,’ at Earle, holding the edge 
Over ‘Rise and Shine,’ at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Rise and Shine’ (20th), plus Jack 
Durant, other acts on stage. Gov- 
ernment payday (1) may boost some, 
but hardly more than a mild $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G), plus vaude, very good 
$19,5¢0. 
: Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (move- 
over). Stayed only one week at Pal- 


ace, which usually makes gross here | 


better, excellent $6,000. 
Yank RAF.” (20th) 
third downtown week, still healthy, 
$5,500. 


Last week, 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par), plus stage 
shows. Sweet $19,000, Last week, 
Died With Boots On’ (WB), plus 


vaude, sizzling $21,500 for eight days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55 )—‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) (2d wk). Excellent 
$9,000, meriting holdover it won't get, 
with booked pictures piling up be- 


hind it. Last week, same film. top- 
notch $15,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600: 28-44) 





(Rep), plus | 


Only two new | 
films turned up last weekend, ‘Birth | 


(moveover), | 


vr 


|—Night Jan. 16’ (Par). Flopperoo 
$3,500, after being rushed in es- 
day (25) to replace ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO), which died with 
$3,500 in five days. Current is ‘Died 
With Boots On’ (WB) (moveover), 
starting Tuesday (2). 

Palace (Loew) (2,243; 28-55)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
A hot boxoffice package, looking for 
neat $12,000, following bang-up 
$20,000 first stanza. 


KEEP FLYING 
19G IN BALTO 


—— 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. 

Fairish doings here being high- 
lighted by ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ at 
Keith’s, which is reaching for the 
biggest take yet recorded by the 
Abbott-Costello combination in this 
house. ‘Two-Faced Woman,’ at 
Loew’s Century, took a front page 
lacing from the local Catholic Re- 
view but held its own over the week- 
end for better than average gait. 
Rest of town only lukewarm. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). 
Ran into criticism from Catholic 
Church circles but held up nicely to 
better than fair $12,000. Last week, 





‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) drew 
solid $16,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 


17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )—‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) plus vaude headed by Dave 
Apollon, drawing sugary $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) plus 
vaude, held nicely to satisfying 
$15,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). 
Chalking up a new high here for 
Abbott and Costello, bango $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d wk), 
added all right $7,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th). 
With title shifted from ‘Hot Spot,’ 
some response at $7,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th), 
mild $5,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-44- 
55)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Holding modestly at $9,000 
after rather steady opening round of 
$12,900. 


‘Heaven’ Sweet $8,000 
In Dull K.C.; Garbo 86, 
‘Swamp’ 9G, 2. Spots 


Kansas City, Dec. 2. 
Grosses are retiring from last 
week’s buxom trade although -still 
|above average in most houses. 
Christmas shopping already cutting 
into theatre trade. ‘One Foot in 
| Heaven’ at the Orpheum, and “Two 
| Faced Woman’ at the Midland, both 
as toppers on duals, are outstanding. 
‘Swamp Water’ at the Esquire and 
Uptown is showing surprise strength. 
Vaudfilm combo houses are not 
faring so well as the celluloid but 
maybe it’s the attractions. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 








holding over 
Flying’ (U), better at $7,500. 
Mainstreet (Indie) (3,050; 11-28-44) 
|—‘Her First Beau’ (Col) with ‘Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ on stage. 
Mild $6,000. 
(Par), with ‘Hooray for Hollywood’ 
on stage with John Boles in person, 
below expectations at $6,200. 
Midlard (Loew’s) (4,101: 11-30-44) 
—Two Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (M-G). Good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ 


(Col). One of bigger weeks here, 
solid $12,000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 


30-44)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
| Still in high at $5,500, after nifty 
first week at $9.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Gay 


i Falcon’ (WB). Sweet $8,000 and 
}may hold Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Unexpected Uncle 


(RKO) average $6,000 but under ex- 





pectations. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
i ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) with Bell’s 
|Hawaiian Follies on stage. Fair 
1$6.500. Last week, ‘Never Give 
|Sucker Break’ (U) with A. B. 


| Marcus Continental Revue at 50c top. 
Sockerao $11,500. 


Opened solo | 
Thursday and doing big biz at $9,000, | 
Last week, ‘Keep 'Em | 


Last week, ‘Buy Town’ | 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 4 


Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 
Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1) 
Capitol—‘S milin’ Through’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 17) 
Criterion—‘Keep “Em Flying’ 
(U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 26) 
Globe—Swamp Water’ (20th) 
(4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22) 
Music Hall—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
(8d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 24) 
Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(8d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 10) 
Rialto—‘Kid From Kansas’ (U) 
(1) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 24) 
Rivoli—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 29) 
Roxy—‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) 
(5) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 
Strand—‘They Died With Their 
Boots On’ (WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 
Week of Dec. 11 
Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(7th week). 
Broadway—Dumb0o’ 
(8th week). 
Capitol—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M- 
G) (2d week). 
Criterion—‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ 
(U) (3d week). 
Paramount—‘Birth of the Blues’ 
(Par) (10) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 3) 
Roxy— ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) 
(2d week). 


(Disney ) 


Rialto—‘Date With. Blackie’ 
(Col) (8). 

Strand—‘Blues in the Night’ 
CWB). 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 5) 








Garo Snappy 
$16,000 in Cleve.; 


Flying Ditto 


Cleveland, Dec. 2. 

They’re all flying high here, par- 
ticularly the Palace combo of Ella 
Fitzgerald’s orch, Four Inkspots and 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ which is rid- 
ing clouds. 
films ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ stacks up 
smartly at Hipp and edging up to 
h.o. figures. Being topped by “Two- 
Faced Woman, which is _ passing 
State’s records for last Garbo com- 


edy. ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ doing 
excellent moveover trade at Still- 
man. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Satisfactory $5,000 
on moveover. Last week ‘Yank in 
R.A.F.’ (20th), $5,200. 


Alhambra (Pren:z) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Blond Singapore’ (Col) and 
‘James Bay’ (Rep). Mild $700 for 


three days. Last week, ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col) and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), nice 
$1,800 in four days. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)—‘No 
Greater Sin’ (Indie) and ‘9 Lives Not 
Enough’ (WB). Big campaign on 
social hygiene film highly productive 
at $5,500. Last week, ‘Great Guns’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA), whammo at $6,000 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 


i—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). Abbott- 
Costello farce getting standees at 
opening and over the weekend, 
husky $16,000, and holdover. Last 


week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), very good 


$14,500. 

Lake (Warner) (8U0: 30-35-42-55) 
“Yank R.A.F. (20th). Fourth chapter 
for moveover, nice $2,500 Last 


week. ‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) and | 


‘Law Tropics’ (WB), reopened house 
with sock $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,/ve; 
66)—‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) plus 
Ella Fitzgerald’s orch and Four Ink- 
spots. Best-drawing all-colored bill 
of season, leading town for an ex- 
tra-sweet $21,000. Last week, ‘Texas’ 
(Col) and Orrin Tucker's orch, 
eased up a bit to $20,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,490; 30-35-42-55) 
—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). Talk 
about Catholic Diocese possibly ban- 
ning it here gave Garbo farce fan- 
fare of publicity, spurting biz to nifty 
$16,000 or better. 
ow Thin Man’ (M-G) broke Thanks- 
giving Day attendance records at big 
$16,500. 

Stillman (woew’s) (1,872: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Fine 
$7,000 on shift. Last week, ‘Skylark’ 
(Par) (2d wk), on lig! le, $4.000 


In the field of straight | 


30-35-42-55- | 


Last week, ‘Shad-! 


The Christmas-shopping period is 
here, but so far it is having no seri- 
ous effect on the downtown New 
York houses. Where the pictures 
have better than average public ap- 
peal business remains at a normal 
level for the first week of December, 
or better. Neighborhood theatres, 
however, are below expectations re- 
gardless of pictures on display. 

New shows this week include ‘You 
Belong to Me,’ which is doing well 
at the Roxy at $45,000, or close, and 
the Abbott-Costello comedy, ‘Keep 
’Em Flying,’ a tenstrike for the Cri- 
terion. ‘Flying’ ended its first week 
last night at $24,000, four times the 
house average, and embarks on its 
second today (Wed.). 


There’s a new bill at the second- 
run State also, with the ‘Sweater 
Girl Revue’ no doubt providing 
strong support for ‘Appointment for 
Love.” A snappy $26,000 or better 
in prospect. 

Music Hall, Paramount and Strand 
are in the holdover column. All are 
strong. Current (2d) week for ‘Sus- 
picion,’ the Hall incumbent, looks 
$82,000 or over, very good, and holds. 
Par finished its second week last 
night (Tues.) with ‘Skylark’ and the 
Harry James-Ray Bolger stage com- 
bination at a hefty $45,000, and be- 
gins third round today (Wed.). 

‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
and the Woody Herman band con- 
tinue at a fast clip and for the sec- 
ond week of the engagement will 
bring the Strand $37,000, or close. 

Capitol is dipping on holdover of 
‘Shadow of Thin Man,’ probably only 


about $18,000, light. ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ long waiting for its N. Y. 
first-run, opens here tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 


(M-G) (5th wk). Mildish $10,500 was 
scored on the fourth week through 
Monday (1) and probably won’t re- 
main here more than a week or 
two. The third stanza over Thanks- 
giving was $13,700. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895); 36-55- 
75) — ‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (6th 
wk). Still running good at around 
$22,000. Last week (5th), $23,300. 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
(M-G) (2d-final wk). Petered 
quickly, initial week expectations 
falling to $28,000, while on holdover 
only about $18,000 is indicated. Fair 
profit on 14-day run, however. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
| 75)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 
| As hot as a pistol at the b.o., Abbott 
|}and Costello meant a first week’s 
| take here of $24,000, very big; second 
flight starts today (Wed.). Final nine 
| days on 16-day booking of ‘Interna- 
| tional Lady’ (UA) was $13,800, good. 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
|‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (3d wk). 
| Holding up so formidably at $7,500 
'this session that it will remain a 
fourth. Last week (3d) was $8,000, 
fine. 

“alace (RKO) (1,700; 28-55-44-55- 
65-75)—Maltese Falcon’ (WB) (2d 
|run) and ‘Marry the Boss’s Daughter’ 
(RKO) (1st run), dualed. This team 
| brought in today (Wed.), a day 
| ahead of schedule. ‘Bad Men of Mis- 
souri’ (WB) (1st run) and ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB) (2d run) 
went six days but got only $7,000, 
weak Behind these, ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB) (2d run), here singly, dug a 
bangup $11,600 at a 40c opening price. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and, on stage, 
Harry James, Ray Bolger, others (3d- 
final wk). A sock at the b.o., the 
econd week concluded last night 
(Tues.) being $45,000; first was $68.,- 





000, enormous. Windup stanza be- 
gins today (Wed.). 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- | 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and_ stageshow 
(2d wk). Maintains excellent draw- 


ing power at $82,000, or thereabouts, 
and another week is scheduled. The 
| first was $104,000, very big. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
| ‘Kid From Kansas’ (U), Moved in 
Monday (1), succeeding ‘Date With 
the Falcon’ (RKO), which got $5,800, 


mild. ‘Mob Town’ (U)_ grossed 
$5,500. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—How Green Was Valley’ (20th). 


On the sixth round, up last night 
(Tues.), $21,000, okay. The prior 
oth) week was $28,500, sturdy. No 
closing date set as yet. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—You Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
stageshow. Stanwyck-Fonda starrer 
doing wery nicely at $45,000, or in 
that vicinity, but will get only the 
one week, with ‘Rise and 
(20th) opening Friday (5). The con- 
cluding (3d) rubber for ‘Week-End 

} "(9 ' $°3,000, 


na’ (20th) vy quite 





Shine’ | 


— 


N.Y. B.0. OK Despite Xmas Shopping: 
Stanwyck - Fonda Sturdy $45,000; 
A. & C. Big 1G. S.A. Vaude Unit, 266 


ae from the second week, but 
0.k. 

State (Loew’s (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—Appointment for Love’ 
(U) (2d run) and the ‘Sweater Girl 
Revue.’ Stage bill of film players 
combines with film to provide strong 
suction here this week, $26,000 or 
more being expected. Last week, 
‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) (2d 
rum), with Martha Raye and Jack 
Durant in person, over $32,000 was 
recorded with Thanksgiving acting 
as a tremendous aid. 


Strand (WB) (2.756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—'Died With Boots On’ (WB) 
and Woody Herman (2d wk). Very 


good staying powers indicated on 
chance to hit $37,000 this week (2d), 
as against $48,000 on the first seven 
days, including Thanksgiving. Show 
holds a third semester. 


KEEP FLYING 
126, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dee. 2. 

Abnormally warm weather over 
weekend and heavy Yule shopping 
are slicing b.o. several notches. Film 
acer currently is ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
at the Palace. ‘I Wake Up Scream- 
ing,’ nee *Hot Spot,’ is down under 
at the Albee. ‘Texas’ at Keith’s also 
is below par. 

Combo Shubert with ‘Ice-Capades’ 
and Orrin Tucker orch with Bonnie 
Baker, is equalling theatre’s second 
high of the season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
“Wake Up Screaming’ (20th). Change 
of title from ‘Hot Spot,’ the tag for 
advance publicity, confusing cus- 
tomers and being partly blamed here 
for $7,000 floperoo, season’s lowest 
for this house. Last week, ‘Shadow 
Thin Man’ (M-G), big $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 40-55-60 +~ 
‘Set. York’ (WB) (10th wk). Great 
$5,000. Advertised for third time as 
pic’s final week. Last week (9th), 
strong $5,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘World Premiere’ (Par) and ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (Col) split with ‘Gun- 
man from Bodie’ (Mono) and ‘Mercy 
Island’ (Rep). Normal $2,000. Same 
last week on ‘Spooks Run Wild’ 
(Mono) and ‘James Bay’ (Rep) split 
with ‘I Killed That Man’ (Mono) and 
‘Go Collegiate’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). ~Move- 
over from Albee for second week. 
De luxe $5,500. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G), eight days, wham 
$8,000, theatre’s best in weeks. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500, 33-40-50) 
—‘Texas’ (Col). No dice at $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d 
run), okay $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. All right 
$3,500. House is reverting to former 
moveover policy with slight scale 
slash, after unsuccessful three-week 
try with duals, at lowered price. Last 
week, ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ 
(U) and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) at 28- 
40c. scale, mild $3,500 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U). Zooming to 
zippy $12,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO), nice $11.000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-44-60)— 
‘Ice-Capades’ (Rev) and Orrin Tuck- 
er’s band with Bonnie Baker In 
| the groove for $15.500, matching Phil 
| Harris’ mark for season’s second 
high, Horace Heidt’s $17,200 being 
'toos. Last week. ‘Aldrich President’ 
(Par) and WLW’s ‘Roone County 
Jamboree’ unit, fair $10.500. 











‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
Good $13,500 in J. C. 


Jersey City, Dec. 2. 
Jersey City’s first-run houses are 
| doing normal business. ‘International 
|Lady’ at Loew’s and ‘One Foot in 
Heaven’ at Stanley are getting good 
grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205; 28-33-50)— 
‘Internationa] Lady’ (UA) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding’ (M-G). Nice $14,- 
/000. Last week, ‘Ladies Retirement’ 
| (Col) and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 
| fine $15,000. 
| Stanley (WB) (4,500: 30-35-55)— 
| ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Swing 
'Soldier’ (U). Good $13,500. Last 
i week, ‘Died with Boots On’ (WB) 
and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
'dandy $17,500. 

State (Skouras) (1,500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Texas’ (Col), 
Weak $8,000. Last week, ‘Appoint- 
iment Love’ (U) and ‘Last Duanes’ 
(9th), thin $3099 
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‘Two-Faced Woman’ $19,000 in Frisco; 














‘Heaven’ 





oe 


San Francisco, Dec. 2. 

Flock of holdovers slewing the 
pace somewhat. Rains helped to} 
drive customers into the houses and | 
some . benefit was felt from influx | 
of visitors for the annual Stanford- | 
California football game, big event 
out here. Strong holdovers are| 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ at the Orpheum | 


and ‘Birth of the Blues’ at the Para- | e . 
mount. Golden Gate enjoyed a sat- Garbo Fair $7,500 in 


isfactory third frame with ‘Look 
Who's Laughing.’ Not so forte was 
the repeat stanza of ‘Sundown’ at 
the United Artists. ; 
Only newcomer of importance Is 
‘Two Faced Woman’ which is doing 
ood at the Fox. ‘One Foot in 
eaven’ is proving quiet at the 
Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Two Faced Woman’ 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). 
slightly above average for a good 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Sons O’Guns’ 
(WB), big $20,000. 








| 
bd 6 e 9 
In ! (i) Q holding over in several downtown 
9 9 b bd ® deluxers. Fabian Paramount with 
+ 


| Andrews Sisters with Johnnie (Scat) 


Davis band and ‘One Foot Heaven’ 


(WB), sensational 
Warner (WB) (| 


‘Shadow Thin Man’ ‘(M-G). 


here from Penn. 
Last week, ‘Ladies 
and ‘Our Wife’ (C 


L’ville, ‘Fo 


Town With Big $9,00 


Louisville, Dec. 2. | and 
Only two first-runs in town with | wk). 





new product, Rialt 
with ‘Little Foxes’ 


$31,000. 


2.000: 30-40-50)— | 
Moved 
Strong $7,200. 


Retirement’ (Col) 
o)) $6,000. 


xes Tops 


0 doing slick biz | 
and Loew’s with 


(M-G) and |«Two-Faced Woman’ is shaping up | 
Garbo pulling} okay but not sensational. 


H.o’s at} 


the other houses are settling down to | 


mild trade. Mary Anderson is high- 


lighting its ads wit 


of ‘Postively last week of Sgt. York. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44-|Current is the 1 


55)—‘Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO) 
(3d wk) and vaude. Aided by a 
one-day appearance of ‘Mrs. Upping- 
ton’ plus a new vaude bill topped by 
Roscoe Ates, nice $10,500. Last (2d) 


with slick $15,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50) —Kieep "Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) (2d week). Still 
big at strong $9,000. Last (1st) week, 
smash $15,100. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par) (2d week). Hold- 
over plenty forte at $10,500. Last 
(Ist) week, excellent $18,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Sons O’Guns’ (WB) (moveover). 


‘Among Living’ 
town stanza, medium $1,800. 
(Switow ) 


Downtown 


Estimates for 
Giown (Loew’s- 


(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U) and ‘Mr. Celebrity’ (U). Shift- 
over from Rialto, satisfactory $2,300 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
(Par), third down- 


Kentucky 


Will do average $5,000. Last (move- —Dive Bomber’ 


over) week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th), ditto. | 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) | 
(1,100: 35-40-50)—‘Sundown’ (UA)|} 
and ‘Ameridan Co-Ed’ (UA) (2d| 
week). This one skidded to around 





$6,000. Last (ist) week, okay at 
$9,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 
—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and/| 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Mild en- 


try, probably won’t pass $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
“Married Bachelor’ (M-G), also only 
fair at $10,000. 


‘Boots’ Smash $21,500 
In Pitt; ‘Keep Flying’ 
Record 146, ‘Rich’ 106 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. | 
Weekend following Thanksgiving | 











always is big around here but} 
there’s been nothing like this one | 
since 1929. Streets were packed 


solid and theatres naturally cashed 
in on the boom. While biz slipped | 
off some yesterday (Monday) the} 
drop wasn’t too noticeable. At the | 

Fulton, ‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ will 
break all existing records and may 
run until Xmas. Ben Bernie, at the 
Stanley, back for first time in five 
years, is boosting ‘New York Town’ 
to a great week. 

‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
is shooting the Penn to its top figure 
since ‘Honky Tonk.’ ‘You'll Never 
Get Rich’ is putting the Senator 
right back in the big coin after a 
fortnight with ‘Life With Father.’ 
‘Shadow of Thin Man’ is big on 
holdover at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). Breaking 
records daily and will hit a new 
all-time high for house, grand $14,- 
000. Spot has never seen anything 
like this Abbott-Costello picture 
which likely will top theatre’s previ- 
ous peak by $3,000. Swell campaign, 
helped by Carol Bruce’s p.a. Last 
week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th), five-day 
h.o., very good $3,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-40- 
50)—‘Died With Boots On’ (WB). 
Labeled locally as best of Errol 
Flynn films. Sockeroo $21.500 and 
best here since ‘Honky Tonk.’ Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G), 


nearly $17,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-40-50) — ‘One 
Foot Heaven’ (WB). Brought here 
from Stanley, where picture also 
had the advantage of a stage show. 
Fine $3.500 or better. Last week, 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk. down- 
town), just $2,500, fair. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-40-50) 
—Never Rich’ (Col). Including the 
extra Sunday it got in last week | 
(23) during legit engagement of ‘Life 
With Father.’ around $10,000, neat 


Geese Calling’ (20th). Okay $1,700.| con’ (WB) and ‘Law Tropics’ (Par), 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
WB), nice $1,800. | 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- |40)—Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among 


Last week, 
and ‘Navy Blues’ ( 


30-40 )\—‘T wo-Faced 





h announcements 


Oth iocal week | 


first-run at upped admissions with all 
records for length of run and gross | 
broken at this house. It’s the seventh | 
week at the Mary Anderson. 
f houses are 
week, finished above expectations] opposish from Roller Derby cur- 
rently and Boone County Jamboree 
under sponsorship of WAVE drew a 
crowd to the Memorial Auditorium 
Sunday (30). Weather has been un- 
seasonably warm which doesn’t help. 


getting 


This Week 
Fourth Avenue) 


(1,200; 15-25) 


|York Town’ (Par) (2d wk). 
' factory $13,500. Last week, first rate 


Paramount (Fabian) 


‘‘Among the Living.’ 


‘Love’ Oke $17,000, B’kyn; 


‘Honky’ Same on 2d Week 


Brooklyn, Dec. 2. 
Business strong enough to warrant 


‘Nothing But the Truth’ and ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ up front. Loew’s Metro- 
politan is best on second session of 
‘Honky Tonk’ and ‘Down in San 

Diego.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274: 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Chan 
in Rio’ (20th). Okay $17,000. Last} 
i week, ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Moon 
| Over Shoulder’ 20th), quiet $16,000. 
| Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55 )— 
| ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘New 
Satis- 


$16,500. 

| Met (Loew's) (3,618; 30-40-50-55— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Down San 
Diego” (M-G) (2d wk). 
000. Last week, booming $21,000. 


50-55)—‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) 
‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (2d 

Pleasant $16,000 on second 
stanza. Last week, hefty $23,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55— 
‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB) and stage 
show featuring Ritz Brothers and 
Clyde Lucas’ orchestra. Satisfactory 
$13,000 on four days. Last week, 
‘Three Girls’ (Col) and stage show 
with Sally Rand and Mitchell Ayres’ 
band, okay at nearly $13,000. 


GARBO FINE $10,000, 
INDPLS.; ‘HEAVEN’ 726 


Indianapolis, Dec. 2. 

Bing Crosby is the toast of the 
downtown sector this week, riding 
along at the Indiana to nifty biz in 
‘Birth of the Blues’ dualled with 
Greta Garbo’s 
‘Two-Faced Woman,’ at Loew’s, also 
is big. Circle is just average with 
‘One Foot in Heaven.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB). Aver- 











(WB) and ‘Wild 


(20th) 


Woman’ (M-G) 


and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G). Pull- 


ing pretty good t 
with h.o’s in othe 
some biz. 
also is blamed for 
Last week, 
(M-G) and ‘Latins 


Weather 
‘Shadow 


rade at matinees 
r houses sending 

over weekend 
only fair $7,500. 
Thin Man’ 
Manhattan’ (Col), 


tremendous Thanksgiving Day and 


bumper weekend, 


enormous $14,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 15- 


33-46)—Sgt. York’ 
‘Final Week’ signs 


(WB) (7th wk). 
are up, and this 


time it looks like they aren’t fooling. 


‘York’ has broken 


for length of run. 


all house records 
Current stanza 


should cop satisfactory $2,800, after 
last week’s good $3,000. 


National 
‘Hurricane Smith’ 
show ‘45 Minutes 


(Indie) 


(2,400; 35-50)— 
(Rep) and stage 
from Broadway.’ 


Most pretentious stage show so far. 


Interpolation of 


bill a lift. 
‘Public Enemies’ 


30-40)—Little Fo 


| ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), 
the class trade. Favorable press com- 
ment is helping to splendid $9,000. 


Last week, ‘Keep 
and ‘Mr. Celebr 
$16,000. 


30-40) — ‘Look 
(RKO) and 
Aiming at juicy 


three 
| topped by Judy Starr gives the stage 
Fine $7,000. Last week, 


‘Gay Falcon’ 


vaude acts, 


(Rep) with 


stage 


show ‘Artistes Moderne,’ trim $6,200. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 


xes’ (RKO) and 
Pulling 


’Em Flying’ (U) 
ity’ (U), terrific 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


Who's Laughing’ 
(RKO). 


$4,000, after last 


week’s very strong $6,500. 


age $7,500. Last week, ‘Maltese Fal- 


same at $7,500. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 


| Living’ (Par). Very good $11,500. 
|Last week. ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) 
land ‘Mob Town’ (U), trim $12,000. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400: 25-30-40)— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (Col). Fine $10,- 
|000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), 
forte $12,500. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30-40) 
—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Mob 
Town’ (U) (moveover). After first 
playing bigger Indiana, breaking 
even at $3,800. Last week, ‘Inter- 
national Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Father 
bTakes Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk). move- 
over from Circle, same at $4,000. 


‘Belong to Me’ $8,100, 
Port.; ‘Thin Man’ 7G H.0. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 2. 
‘You Belong to Me’ taking honors 
las new picture this week, pulling 
strong at the Orpheum. Holdovers 
doing good biz at all other houses, 
with ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ leading at 
the Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U) (2d wk). Nice 
$5,000. First week, terrific $12,300. 
Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500)—Legit. Last week (35-40- 
50), ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘New Wine’ (UA), closed four days 

















Occasional stage 


in front this week 


doing a sockeroo 


Adams (Balaban 


‘Small Town 





takings, and holdover. 

Staniey (WB) (3.800: 30-44-60-66 )— 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and Ben 
Bernie. Picture sovndly rapped. so 
it must be the Ole Maestro, making 


‘Three Girls’ 
$9,000 for nine-day 


and ‘Never Give S 





is first appearanee here in five 
years. Nifty $25.000. ast week 


Average $16,000. 


"Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Perfect Snob’'a choice $10,000. 


‘Skylark’-Folies’ Unit Sock $31,000 
In Det.; ‘Wake Up’-‘Sucker’ So-So 166 





Detroit, Dec. 2. 
shows, which De- 


troit gets, will lift the Michigan out 


with biz generally 


back closer to normal after holiday 
lift. Michigan has ‘Skylark’ and a 
‘Folies Bergere’ unit on stage, and is 


$31,000, aided by 


tilted scale Saturday midnight show. 

Fox won’t do much above average 
although crixs here like its ‘I Wake 
Up Screaming’ and ‘Never Give a 
Sucker An Even Break.’ United Ar- 
tists’ pair, ‘Smilin’ Thru’ and ‘Fem- 
inine Touch’ are listless. 


Estimates for This Week 


) (1,700; 40-55-65) 


-—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk) and 
Deb’ 
moved over after nine-day stretch at 
Fox and will get a fair $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 
(Col) (2d wk), 


(20th). Former 


( neat 
holiday pull. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- | and ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G). 
65)—‘Wake Up Screaming’ 


(20th) 
ucker Break’ (U). 
Last week, ‘Keep 


(20th), set off by a world preem, 
soared up to a terrific $38,000 in nine 
days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-55-65-75)—Skylark’ (Par) and 
‘Folies Bergere,’ with Cass Daley on 
stage. Infrequent stage show here is 
showing its pull with a smash $31,000, 
helped by a reserved seat $1.10 down- 
stairs and 85c. balcony for midnight 
show, Saturday (29). Last week, 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) started Thanksgiving for a 
big $27,000 in nine days. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
(moveover) and ‘Redhead’ (Mono). 
| Former in here after nine days at 
Michigan but enough left for nice 
| $8.000. Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) 
(moveover), smart $11,000 for nine- 
day run. 

United Artists (United [T‘roit) (2,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G) 
List- 
| less $9,000. Last week. ‘Honky Tonk’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M- 





Nifty $17,- | 40-50)—Shadow Thin Man’ 
(4.126; 30-40- | Same film, big $9,000. 





of second week of moveover for high 
takings at $4,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). 
Strong $8,100. Last week (40-50-65), 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (3d_ wk), 
smash $7,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Birth Blues” (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (ist 
wk). Okay $6,500. Last week, 
paired with ‘Buy Town’ (Par), went 
to a great $13,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
(M-G) 


(2d wk). Great $7,000. Last week, 





‘Partners’-L. Welk Nice 
$16,000 in Ruddy Mpls.; 
‘Thin Man’ Whammy 116 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
The throngs that are fighting to 
get into the State to see ‘Shadow of 
the Thin Man’ and give no hint of 
usual pre-Christmas boxoffice slump. 
Overflows over the weekend sent the 
picture off to a speedy start. 
With its second successive name 
band stage show and fourth recently, 
the Orpheum is doing nicely with 
‘Unholy Partners’ plus Lawrence 
Welk’s band. A pair of holdovers, 
‘Skylark’ and ‘Major Barbara,’ con- 
tinue in the money. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par) (reissue) 
and ‘This Way, Please’ (Par) (re- 
issue), In for five days and oke 
$1,400. ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and 
‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col) open Wednes- 
Gay (3). ‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col) 
and ‘Kid Kansas’ (U) split with ‘Se- 


crets Wasteland’ (Par) and ‘Sing 
Chorus’ (U), nice $2,000 in nine 
days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600: 28-39-44}-— 
‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
here from State after fine week 


there. Pretty good $3,200. Last week, 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) (2d wk), 
great $5,000 after good $6,300 first 


six days. 

Esquire (Berger) (290: 28)—‘De- 
linquent Parents’ (Indie) and ‘Re- 
bellious Daughters’ (Indie). Still 


on the sex trail for mild $800. Last 
week, ‘He, Virgin Man’ (French) 
and ‘Love Life Gorilla’ (Indie), fair 
$700. 

Gopher (P-S) 998; 28)—‘Parachute 
Battalion’ (RKO). Fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Texas’ (Col), terrific $5,900. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 29-44-55)— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and stage 
show with Lawrence Welk orches- 
tra. Stage show well liked. Fairly 
big $16,000. ast week, ‘Appoint- 
ment Love’ (U) and Will Bradley 
band on stage, good $15,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Powell- 
Loy combo continues in gold nug- 
gets, very big $11,000. Last week, 
‘Skylark’ (Par), good $8,200. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Strong $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G), 
also first neighborhood showing, good 
$3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44) 
—Major Barbara’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $2,000 in prospect. Last week, 
sturdy $3,000. 


THIN MAN’ BIG $7,500, 
LEADER IN MILD MONT’L| 











Montreal, Dec. 2. 


Window and Xmas _ shopping | 
starting to hold grosses down. | 
‘Shadow of Thin Man’ and ‘Sus- 


picion’ should be close to a tie for 
top biz. Duals are hardest hit as 
most of trade comes during week- 
ends, 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Good 
$7,500, Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par), 
fair $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
“Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘We 
Go Fast’ (20th). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, International Squadron’ (WB) 
7 a Disappeared’ (WB) okay 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
or pacer Ag aM Trim $7,500. 
sast wee .o. ‘Hon Tonk’ (M- 
neat $6,500. . sides 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 27-34-47)— 
‘Great Guns’ (20th) and ‘Man at 
Large’ (20th). Fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman Mine’ (U) and ‘Bach- 
elor Daddy’ (U), good enough 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d wk). Nice 
—— ahead after trim $4,500 last 
week. 





G) (6th wk), wound up fat run with 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 





(600; 30-60)—‘La Charette Fantome’ 


‘York’ Slick $27,000 Solo in Boston: 
Weekend -Martha Raye Sturdy 226 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

Bright week in prospect here, with 
‘Sergeant York’ topping everything, 
running solo at tilted scale in the 
Met. ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ has a 
‘world preem’ here Wednesday night 
at Loew’s State and Orpheum with 
Robert Young and J. P. Marquand as 
added attractions, and no price tilt, 
‘Suspicion’ is holding over after a big 
first week at the Memorial, and 
‘Shadow of Thin Man’ is staying an 
extra six day at the Orpheum and 
State. 

Par and Fenway are chalking up 
good trade with ‘I Wake Up Scream. 
ing’ (formerly ‘Hot Spot’) as a result 
of special exploitation which in- 
cluded rewriting the press book. 
Martha Raye is whooping biz at the 
RKO Boston, heading stage show 
with ‘Weekend for Three.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
65)—‘Weekend Three’ (RKO) and 
stage show topped by Martha Raye. 
Nifty $22,000. Last week, ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) with Ritz Brothers on 
stage, $21,800, very good, 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 40-44-55)— 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and ‘We 
Go Fast’ (20th). Good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par) (both 2d run), $5,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
40-44-55) — ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) choldover), 
Okay $16,000. First week’s tally 
$21,800, extra good. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 40-55- 
65)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Opened with 
holdouts Friday (28) night and kept 
the deluxer jammed over weekend. 
Single features are rare here, but the 
$27,000 for this one may point to a 
trend. Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
and ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), skidded to 
$15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col) (holdover for 
612 days). Neat $13,000 gait. Last 
week, same combo $19,000, big. ‘Pul- 
ham’ (M-G) opens Wednesday (3), 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th). Very perky 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par) and ‘Among Living’ (Par) 
(both 2d run), $9,500, good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) (holdover for 6% 
days). Nifty $10,000. Last week, 
same duo garnered $16,300, very 
good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44)—‘South Tahiti’ (U) and ‘Kid 
Kansas’ (U). Oke $3,500. Last week, 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) and ‘Max- 
well Archer’ (Mono), fine $4,000, on 
holdover. 


‘UNDER AGE’-CUGAT BIG 
$16,000 FOR NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 2 

Three new shows and four hold- 
overs are pulling in strong grosses 
here. Leading the list is Loew's, 
with ‘International Lady,’ at a nice 
$15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Under Age’ (Col) and Xavier 
Cugat’s orch and Miguelito Valdes. 
These plus five extra vaude acts on 
Monday, fine $16,000. Last week, 
‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) plus Bill Rob- 
inson and Jimmie Lunceford’s or- 
chestra on stage and additional 
vaude on Monday, sparkling $17,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44-55) 
—Died with Boots On’ (WB) and 
‘Blondie Singapore’ (Col) (2d wk), 
Good $12,000. Last week, solid 
$18,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G) (9 days). Satisfactory 
$3,800 gross. Last week, ‘Sun Val- 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U 
(5 days), n.s.g. $2,500. 

Little (Indie) (300; 
‘Sins Bali’ (Indie) and ‘She-Devi] 
Island’ (Indie) (2d wk). Nice $3,500 
and best second week in house’s his- 
tory. Last week, walloping $3,900. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
30-35-44-55)—‘Skylark’ (Par) an 
‘Sailors on Leave’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $11,000. Last week, same 
combo with ‘Sailors’ shown only last 
three days, powerful $17,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Caroline’ (UA) and ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Great $13,500, 
helped by 5 acts of vaude, Monday 
and Tuesday nights. Last week, solid 
$18,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G). At- 
tractive $15,000. Last week, ‘Ladies 
Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G), good $14,000. 








33-39-55 )—e 


(2d wk). Mild $1,000 following good 
enough $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40)—L’Empreinte du Dieu’ and 
‘La Meprise de Mme. Vidal.’ Good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘L’Esclave 
Blanche’ and ‘M’sieu Begonia,’ okay 
$4,200. 
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Greta Garbo Huge $21,000 in Philly: 
Boots’ 15446 H.0,, Foxes’ Big $15,000 








Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

With deluxers jammed for brisk 
Pennsy Thanksgiving Day weekend, 

jus the added load of visitors here 
or the big Army-Navy classic, Satur- 
day, this sesh spells prosperity. Most 
of Warner houses experienced S.R.O. 
biz on Turkey, Day: as well as the 

ding weekend. 
a Blast od New York’s Archbishop 
Spellman against ‘“Two-Faced 

oman’ and the subsequent pub- 

licity in local rags is acting as a b.o. 
stimulus rather than a damper for 
the Garbo film. It is running neck- 
and-neck with ‘Birth of the Blues’ 
for town leadership. ‘Little Foxes 
also is making real coin, with the 
holdovers, ‘Died with Their EF 50 
On’ and ‘Sergeant York’ also riding 

ravy train. 
=e Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO). Back to stand- 
ard prices and zingy $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) bowed out 
with a hefty $9,500 for six days of its 
ixth week. 
 asendie (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) (3d run). 
Paltry $2,600. Last week, ‘Smilin 
Through’ (M-G) good $2,700 for six 
days of second week for dual run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘"Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). Cashing 
in on publicity anent Catholic blast, 
with elegant $21,000 in tills. Last 
week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U), meagre 
$13,000. 

Farle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—New York Town’ (Par) with 
Johnny Long orch, Henny Youngman 
@t al on stage. Unexciting $20,000, 
poor in view of holiday crowds, Last 
week, ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par) and 
Erskine Hawkins plus _ Inkspots 

attered house record with terrif 

34,000. Thanksgiving Day (27) biz, 
closing day, broke one-day gross 
record with over $8,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Socko $22,000, 
getting benefit of extra midnight 
show, Thanksgiving Eve. Last week, 


Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week........... $1,933,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefty frst runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Toial Gross Same Week 
Ee eee $1,580,800 


(Based on 26 cities, 170 theatres) 








‘Seattle Bogged Down 


With H.0.’s; ‘Thin Man’ 
Smash $6,700, ‘Eve’ 5G 


Seattle, Dec. 2. 

There’s only one new first-run pic- 
ture in town, ‘Skylark,’ at the Para- 
mount, while the rest of Seattle is 
pretty much holdover. This has wal- 
loped grosses. Good biz at the Palo- 
mar, lone vaudeville house here, has 
resulted in solos becoming the rule 
in place of usual double-features. 
Besides giving nice turnover, Satur- 
day, Sunday and holiday prices have 
been advanced to a new scale. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
(3d wk) and ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Big $3,600. Last week, same 
films, socko $5,400. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Navy Blues’ 
(WB) (2d run). Good $2,900. Last 
week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Belle 
Starr’ (20th) (2d run). Neat $3,400, 
best in long while. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Socko $6,700. Last week, same films, 
great $11,800. 








‘Skylark’ (Par), fairish $15,000. 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Skylark’ (Par) (2d run). Perking 
p after moveover with okay $5,500. 
ast week, ‘Unfinished Business’ (U), 
ediocre $4,600 for second run. 
Keith’s (WB) (46-57-75) — ‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) (2d run). Seventh week 
downtown with hiked prices chalk- 
ing up a sensational $11,000—almost 
house record here. Last week, 
undown’ (UA), paltry $3,500. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
=‘Died with Boots On’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Neat $15,500 for h.o. Opener 
brought a heavy $21,500 for world 


preem. 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘International Lady’ (UA). Spy 


meller netting bangup $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) 
brought bangup $7,500, and yanked 
only to forestall product jam. 


‘Wine’-‘Scandals’ Unit 
Fine $15,500, Denver, 
‘Wake Up’ Sockeroo 116 


Denver, Dec. 2. 








Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d wk). , Solid 
| $6.600. Last week, same film with 


| holiday helping, great $9,300. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
| ‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
i“Smilin’ Ghost’ (WB) (2d wk). Nice 
| $2.800. Last week, same films landed 
| big $4,700. 
| Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
| ‘Started with Eve’ (U) and ‘Swing It 


| Soldier’ (U) (2d wk). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, same pair hit dandy 
$9,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 


50-58 )—‘South Tahiti’ (U) and vaude. 
Good $5,800. Last week (30-50), ‘New 
York Town’ (Par) plus vaude, aver- 
age $6,400. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Buy Town’ 
(Par). Sturdy $8,000 and best in 
town. Last week, ‘Wake Up Scream- 
ing’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), 
$7,600, very nice. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-50-65) 
—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (7th wk). 
Fine $3,300. Last week, same film, 
$4,000, swell. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 





30)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) (2d run). Fine 
|$2.600. Last week, ‘Ladies Meet’ 


| (M-G) and ‘Dressed Kill’ (20th) (2d 
run), $2,900, big. 


Business is nifty at all first-runs, | 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


with weekend trade helping. ‘New 
Wine’ teamed with George White’s 
oe unit on the stage at the 
enham is copping the big money. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 
‘Texas’ 
ount, and ‘Target for Tonight’ 
B), after week at Denver. Good 
4,000. Last week, ‘Started With 
ve’ (U), after week at Denver, 
Sood $4,500. 
Broadwa 


(Fox) (1,040; 40-50-60) 


‘Sgt. York’ (after week at each the 
Penver and Aladdin). Nice $3,500. | 


st week, ‘Feminine Touch’ 
end ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), 
week at Orpheum, fair $2.500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-40- 
0)—‘New Wine’ (Par) and George 

hite ‘Scandals’ on stage. Smash 
$15,500, with theatre packing them 
rc} Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 

d wk.), big $13,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
Great Guns’ (20th). Fine $11,000. 

st week, ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and 

aoe for Tonight’ (WB), nifty 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
_ Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
nele’ (RKO) (2d wk). Mighty thin 
S ihe Last week, same combo, nice 


$10,530 


(M-G) 
after 





Powell-Loy $11,000 
On Second Buff. Week 


Buffalo, Dec. 2. 

Potent holdover fare is monopoliz- 
ing the first-run spots with highly 
gratifying results in practically all 
quarters, 

Ted Lewis on stage, with ‘New 
York Town’ at the Buffalo, is the sole 
new attraction and looks impressive. 
Second rubber of ‘Thin Man’ at the 
Great Lakes is stalwart, and the re- 
gma repeaters are on the firm 
side. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and Ted 
Lewis on stage. Sizzling $1£,000. 


Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par), brisk $16,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Moon Over ‘%@-oulder’ (20th) (2d 
wk.). Still staunch and should better 
$11,000. Last week, sock pace at 
$15.000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Birth 
Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among Living’ 
(Par) (2d run). Still solid at around 
$8,000. Last week, ‘International 
Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Miss Polly’ 
(UA), swell coin-getter at $11.500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) (2d wk.). Holdover 
should see sharp $7,000. Last week, 
nabbed outstanding coin, over 
$11.000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 30-44) 
—Lock Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) (2d wk.). 
Good $6.500 Last week, hit jackpot 
for $12,000. 


‘Boots On’ and ‘Flying’ 
$8,000 Each, Memphis 


Memphis, Dec. 2. 

Main Street bounced back from 
the doldrums this week. There’s 
real biz at every first-run house. 
Neck-and-neck finish indicated be- 
tween Warner’s ‘They Died With 
Their Boots On,’ ‘Shadow of Thin 
Man’ at Loew’s Palace, and ‘Keep 
"Em Flying’ at the Malco. 

All features opened Thursday for 
the Tennessee Thanksgiving and the 
town’s tills will total heaviest of the 
season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33- 
44)—‘Keep "Em Flying,’ (U). Ab- 
bott-Costello continuing popularity 








indicates mighty fine $8,000. Last 
week, ‘New York Town’ (Par), 
$4,000, frail. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 


‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Hitchcock chiller 
well-liked by crix, good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), 


$4,000, fair. 

Paiace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Nearly 
$8,000, nifty. Last week, ‘Tarzan 
Treasure’ (M-G), $5,000, all right. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB). Surefire 
combine of Flynn ought to grab 
$8,000 or better. Last week, ‘Blues 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Target Tonight’ 
(WB), six days disappointing $4,000. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), three 
days; ‘Mob Town’ (VU), one day; and 
‘Go West Lady’ (Col), three days. 
Nice $1,800. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par) (2d run), three days; ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col), one day, and ‘Sucker 
Even Break’ (U), three days, $1,750, 
oke. 


Abbott-Costello Soaring High To — 
Top L.A. Biz, $34,500; ‘Swamp Water’ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tels, We iss aeeds vee $350,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ Still 
Prov. Leader, $15,000 
H.0.; ‘Thin Man’ 86 Ditto 


Providence, Dec. 2. 

With three holdovers in town, it 
looks like a fairly good week all 
around. ‘Skylark’ at Strand is look- 
ing forward to a nifty gross, while 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ at Majestie and 
‘Suspicion’ at RKO Albee are still 
riding high on their second weeks. 

Loew’s State is only so-so with en- 
forced holdover of ‘Shadow of the 
Thin Man’ because ‘“Two-Faced 
Woman’ was barred by local censor. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO) (2d wk). Holding 
pace for good $7,000. Last week, 
swell $11,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Belong To Me’ (Col) and ‘Mys- 
tery Ship’ (Col) (2d run). Not too 
strong but okay at $2,500. Last week, 








‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Queen Mur- 
der Ring’ (Col) (2d run), good 
$3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th) and 
vaude on stage. Trim $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Law Tropics’ (WB) and 


vaude, nifty $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
light Hawaii’ (U) (2d wk). Hitting 
a zowie $15,000 pace after smasheroo 
$20,000 opening week. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Bill Robinson and Jimmie 
Lunceford orchestra on stage, and 
‘Desperate Cargo’ (PRC). On three 
days tapped out tuneful $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Sweater Girl Revue’ and 
‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO), fine $7,000 
for 3-day run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA) (2d wk). Inability to 
screen “Two-Faced Woman’ beca‘ise 
of local police censorship, forced 
continuance of bill. Not too strong 
at $8,000. Took in good $13,000 open- 
ing week. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Buy Me Town’ 
(Par). Sturdy $9,000. Last week, 
‘Belong To Me’ (Col) and ‘Mystery 





Ship’ (Col), nice $7,800. 





25-40 )— | 
(Col), after week at Para- | 


release, dual Santa Claus. That 


of the week nationally. 


in Los Angeles. 


$8,500 and held; Cincinnati, zippy 





; Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Splendid| 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Texas (Col) and) 
Queen Murder Ring’ (Col), fine 
$7,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Started 
With Eve’ (U), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Ziz 
Boom’ (Mono). Good at $2,000. Last | 
week, ‘Sundown’ (U), after a week | 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and | 
Hurricane Smith’ (Rep), nice $2,400. 


land, Memphis and Seattle. 


wham wherever shown. 


With most distributors holding back some of their 
supers until after the first of the year, the class films 
are standouts above the run of mill product. 
Died With Their Boots On’ (WB) is following up its 
surprising Broadway run at the Strand. 
$21.500 in Pitts.; hefty $15,500 holdover in Philly and 
an excellent 8G in Memphis. Larger eastern cities are 
not usually so responsive to westerng Errol Flynn 


Looks as if Abbott & Costello are doing a pre- 


In some spots it already has won its holdover book- 
ings, with prospects of equalling ‘In the Navy’ for 
continuous first runs. Providence reports 15G, second 
week; Detroit, big, and smash $34,500 in two theatres 
Other listings are Frisco, 


$15,000, and Pittsburgh $14,000, a new house record. 
Following closely is ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G), 
The William Powell-Myrna Loy combination has lost 
none of its pull in this series of whodunits. Top tak- 
ings are reported from Minneapolis, 
n ‘Thin Man’ has no geo- 
graphical inhibitions. Ranges from nifty to smash and 








stretch between 


Thanksgiving and Christmas which showmen always 
have regarded as light at the boxoffice is being given 
strong support from ‘Keep "Em Flying.’ 
of the A. & C. starring films is the boxoffice leader 


: Exhibitor 
This latest 


smack into 
banned in 
west cities. 


strong 


12G; Baltimore, Philadelphia. 


repercussions, 


Montreal, Port- 


‘Rise and Shine’ 


“They 
cago. 
A smash 
Metropolitan. 


interest generally 
directed to the boxoffice performance of ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G), starring Greta Garbo, which has run 
Legion of 
Boston and Providence and several mid- 
Publicity attendant on banning has cre- 
ated mixed boxoffice reactions. 
opened quietly for okay $18,000. 
Frisco and Kansas City, and far above average in 
In Louisville it is stumbling, but is doing 
fine in Indianapolis. 
previous holiday week. Hard to anticipate publicity 


At the booking desk. 
which has played nearly every key first run, is hold- 
ing for a second 
sock $35,000, unusual. 
Lake ‘Honky Tonk’ 


‘Keep "Em Flying’ With A. & C., Is Soaring—“Thin Man’ Sub- 
stantial— Flynn-de Haviland Combo Strong In ‘Boots’ 


and Olivia de Havilland are carrying this one to ex- 
ceptional grosses. 


GARBO 


during the week was 


Decency panning. Film is 


In Chicago the film 
It is doing well ia 


Cleveland is nearly as good as 


‘Yank in R. A. F.,’ (20th), 
week in the Chicago theatre to a 
Across State Street at the State- 
(M-G) grabbed $35,000, single bill. 
(20th) n.s.k. in Lincoln; yanked in 


four days. ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) continues at Music Hall, 
N. Y., and is holding over in Boston, Denver and Chi- 
‘Sgt. York,’ a hold back in Boston, makes up 
for delayed first run by garnering $27,000 at the 
Title switch of ‘Hot Spot’ 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ blamed for bad biz in Cincin- 


(20th) te 


$24,500, F alcon -"Target’ 1646 1.0. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

More lure to shop windows than 
marquees and holiday buyers are 
passing up most first-run cinemas. 
Abbott-Costello duo is showing the 
way at the Pantages and RKO, their 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ rolling up a 
smacko $34,500 for both spots. RKO 
piled up its largest weekend gross 
in history with $13,000 bagged, which 
should keep them playing for three 
weeks in this house. 

State surprised with $14,000 for 
‘Swamp Water,’ while the Hollywood 
running mate, the Chinese, couldn’t 
get past $10,500. Perfect weather 
and plenty of early shoppers lining 
L.A. and Hollywood streets, but the 
crowds are more intent on shopping 
for gifts than entertainment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman- WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th). Good ‘chill 
and horror’ bally on one and laugh 
lure of Laurel & Hardy mean good 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), 
resounding $13,000. 

Downtown (WE) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Tar- 
get for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk). 

kav $8,000. Last week, hit gong 
for bangup $13,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Found going tougher on sec- 
ond frame but managed fair $4,000. 
Cpening stanza, attractive $6,000. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
Feeling the grind a bit but looking 
for okay $6,000. Last week, with 
holiday impetus, pleasing $6,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Tar- 
get for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk). Con- 
tinuing to run ahead of its down- 
town day-and-dater, smart $8,500. 
Last week, gilt-edged $14,700. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 


—Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) and 
‘Blonde Singapore’ (Col) and stage 
show. Thin $8,000. Last week, 


‘Mercy Island’ (Rep) and Duke El- 
lington on stage, weighty $15,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘South 
Tahiti’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
picture spinning the ticket rolls for 
fancy $16,500. Last week, ‘Never 
Rich’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ (Col), wound 
up fortnight stand with sound $i1,- 
300. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55) 
—Glamour Boy’ (Par) and ‘Skylark’ 
(Par) with Skinnay Ennis ork on 
stage. Latter pic and Ennis on sec- 
ond lap. Triple lure getting Xmas 
shoppers and _ substantial $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ and Ennis band 
topped town with blue ribbon $22,- 
000 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and ‘South 
Tahiti? (U). New Abbott-Costello 


comedy nosing out Hollywood day- 
and-dater with a weighty $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and 
‘Texas’ (Col). got second stanza take 
of nifty $11,400. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75)——‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). Out in front 
of Hollywood Chinese for a neat 
$14,000 Last week, ‘Shadow hin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), 
excellent $17,000. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) —‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Miss Polly” (UA). Expectations 
modest on moveover of this pair, 
with $3,500 coming up. Last week 
‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Sundown’ 
(UA), suited downtown tastes to 
tune of $8,200. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 





—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA). This situation 
continuing weekly upbeat Cur- 
rently tabbed for trim $6,000. Last 
| week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA), fancy $8,809. 


Wave of Phoney $5 Bills 
Hits Midwest Theatres 


Detroit, Dec. 2. 

If you slip a $5 bill to a film 
cashier in the midwest you probably 
will be delayed on getting your 
change. The area has been fiooded 
with counterfeit fives, with theatres, 
cigar stores and small restaurants 
the chief victims of the phoney 
greenbacks, and house cashiers are 
giving all fives the double-o. 

To help them, Secret Service 
agents have discovered that the bulk 
of the sour money carries the se- 
rial number F45064487A and the se- 
rial identification of 1928C. There 
also is a slight blur on the portrait 
of Lincoln. With that information 
passed out here, it is believed that 
the ring which has pushed out plenty 
of the bum bills will be transfering 








nati. Elsewhere better. 


its efforts to other areas. 
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Previous Abbott & 
Costello Openings! 





‘A wild comedy Be sal 


continual laughter!” 
Eileen Creelman, N.Y. Sun 


“Hilarious!” 


~ Howard Barnes, 
Herald Tribune 
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Chicago Theatres Push Drive 


For Service Men's Xmas Cheer 





- ---— 4 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

With James Coston, Warner Bros. 
theatre ‘circuit chief here, appointed 
as committee head, the theatre group 
of the Chicago Defense Committee is 
seeking a minimum of $250,000 
from the general public. Member- 
ship is being solicited from the 
screens of all theatres which are co- 
operating in the drive, and booths 
have been set up in all lobbies for 
the enrolling. 

Committee has worked out an 
idea to give free dinners and shows 
to soldiers and sailors on Christmas 
Day. 

It works like this: Theatres on 
their screens are asking their 
patrons to leave their name and ad- 
dress if they wish to have a soldier 
or sailor as their dinner guest on 
Christmas Day. After dinner, the 
theatre invites the service man to 
bring his host and hostess to the 
theatre, and all three will be ad- 
mitted free of charge. 


Hearst’s Milwaukee Rag 
OK’s W. Bradley Ads But 


Elides ‘Kane’ Reference 


. Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 

With W. R. Hearst’s local paper, 
the Sentinel, refusing Riverside | 
theatre advertising for ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO), it did accept copy 
plugging Will Bradley and his or- 
chestra, appearing with the picture, 
and a line across the bottom of the 
ads reading ‘Plus a Great Screen 
Attraction.” Only the band was re- 
viewed; no mention of any screen 
fare. 

Copy the Sentinel ordinarily 
would have had was split between 
the Journal and the Post. 

‘If you can continuously identify 
Charles Foster Kane with a certain 
real life publisher,’ said the Journal 
review, ‘then every scene of ‘Citizen 
Kane’ will reward you richly”’ 


UA IN A ‘GESTURE’ TO 








' 








EXHIBS VIA TRAILER 


Thousand-foot trailer on ‘Shanghai 
Gesture, with a special sound track, 
has been prepared by United Artists 
to be shown exhibs. It is being 
screened in all exchanges in lieu of 
the tradeshows which companies sig- 
natory to the consent decree must 
hold. 


Oddly enough, it’s attracting more 
exhibs than the ordinary tradeshow 
does. UA figures that’s because it 
takes only 10 minutes to see. In ad- 
dition, the short running time gives 
the salesman plenty of opportunity 
to talk a deal with the exhibs after 
they’ve seen it. 


Trailer cost around $2,500, shared 
by Arnold Pressburger, the producer, 
and UA. Company intends to make 
similar ones for other pictures be- 
cause of success of the one on ‘Ges- 
ture.’ 





BATTLE OF BILLING 


Korda Gets Some and Carole Lom- 
bard the Rest—Benny Defers 








‘To Be or Not to Be,’ new Carole 
Lombard-Jack Benny starrer, will 
be distributed by United Artists un- 
der Alexander Korda’s banner, al- 
though UA itself did all the financ- 
ing and Ernst Lubitsch served as 
producer-director. Korda gets the 
billing, a flat fee and a percentage of 
the gross for his work in getting the 
players, producer and the entire deal 
together. 

Principal difficulty in obtaining 
services of Lombard and Benny was 
demand of Miss Lombard’s agent, Ar- 
thur S. Lyons, that she get billing 
over Benny. Lyons is also Benny’s 
agent. After considerable wran- 
gling, inasmuch as UA felt that 
Benny is a stronger b.o. draw, agree- 
ment was made to use Lombard’s 
name first. 

Pic was technically made by Ro- 
maine Productions, Inc., set up spe- 
cifically for this purpose and ante- 
dating United Artists Productions, 
Inc., UA’s new producing outfit. 


U.S. Agriculture Dept. To 
Back Up ‘Young America’ 


U. S. Department of Agriculture is 
to cooperate in exploitation cam- 
paign planned for ‘Young America,’ 
20th-Fox film. Hundreds of 4-H 
Clubs, farm organizations, to be 
lined up in connection with the Jane 
Withers starrer. 

Joe Shea, 20th-Fox exploitation 
staffer, shoved off for Washington 
over the weekend to huddle with 
Tony Muto, 20th-Fox rep there on 
plans, 


Terry Turner, RKO, 
Named Defendants 


In 256 Libel Action 


Albert Polon, former RKO clerk 
during 1936-37, filed a $25,000 libel 
action in N. Y. federal court against 
the company and Terry Turner, 


director of exploitation, claiming 
that Turner libeled him in a bul- 
letin sent out in July 1941. Polon 
and his sister had been picketing the 
Palace theatre, N. Y., at the time of 
the Walt Disney strike that month. 


Complaint alleges Polon was 
termed a ‘jerk’ and a ‘punk’ by Tur- 
ner, and the release implied he had 
come directly from Moscow, it is 
claimed. 














| UA Theatres’ $153,220 Net 


United Artists Theatre Circuit, 
‘Inc., last week revealed net income 
of $153,220 for the year ending last 


| Aug. 31. Investments in theatres 
| are listed by the circuit as 
| $5,455,404. 

| Directors reelected for coming 





| year at the stockholders’ meeting are 
H. D. Buckley, A. H. Frisch, J. H.| 
| Moskowitz, Bertram S. Nayfack, 
Dennis F. O’Brien, Willard V. King, | 
|W. P. Philips, Joseph M. Schenck 
and Lee Shubert. Directors will 
| meet soon to name officers. 


‘SHUTTERED ST. L. NABE 
DESTROYED BY FIRE 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

Two firemen were injured fighting 
a fire of undetermined origin early 
Saturday (29) that destroyed the 
Maffitt (Fanchon & Marco) that re- 
cently was face-lifted at a cost of 
$50,000. The house, in North St. 
Louis, has been shuttered since Sept. 
10 after a tiff between the manage- 
ment and the AFL Theatrical 
Brotherhood, Local No. 6 over the 














ARMY CAPT. SETS UP 


‘KEEP FLYING BALLY | — in the Amusement Co.’s 





Local recruiting officers of the 
U. S. Army have been doing all the 
ballyhoo on ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) 


|in many situations where Universal 
\has been unable to send exploita- 


tion men into the field sufficiently 


in advance. 
In Des Moines, Ia., Infantry Capt. 
W. C. Hoffman, district recruiting 
officer, arranged for the Mayor to 
proclaim a ‘Keep ’Em Flying Day’ 
and organized tHe entire campaign 
himself from headquarters of the 
Iowa Recruiting District. Capt. 
Hoffman also lined up various bally- 
hoo gaggers, plus a special screen- 
ing for heads of various patriotic 
and civic organizations, state and 
; Municipal organizations, 
| selective service officials. 


Student Draw Sought 
In Warner Ballet Bally 


Besides the press preview and 
; cocktail party yesterday (Tuesday) 
at Fefe’s Monte Carlo (N. Y.), War- 
ners is lining up a general campaign 
to exploit its ballet shorts, ‘Gay 
Parisian’ and ‘Spanish Fiesta,’ made 
in color with the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo in drive to reach stu- 
dents. 


Special material will be sent to 
public schools, private institutions of 
learning, colleges, dancing schools, 
art institutes and women’s clubs in 
nearly 100 cities. 

With exhibitors the idea will be 
emphasized that this enables them to 
bring the Ballet Russe direct to their 
patrons, no matter how small the 
community. 





Kimbrough’s Texas Preem 


— 


San Antonio, Dec. 2. 


World premiere Dec. 4 in Houston 
of the 20th-Fox ‘Lone Star Ranger’ 
is due to Texas’ own John Kim- 
brough, a native son of Houston. 

Herman Biersdorf, manager of 
20th’s Dallas branch, will simulta- 
necusly show it in 100 Texas the- 
atres throughout the state the fol- 
lowing day, Dec. 5. 








HERB BERG AS IS 

Herb Berg, who has handled trade 
paper contacting for Paramount at 
the home office for several years but 
last week was shifted to the exploi- 
tation department, has been placed 
back on the trades. 

Hank Larner, turning out copy for 
dailies, who occupied the trade post 
in the interval, is also back on his 





former stint. 


army and! 


employment of a stagehand. 

The flames that shot through the roof 
and’ illuminated the skies attracted 
several thousand spectators, many in 
night clothes. The house was 
opened on Aug. 29 and was closed 
when the projectionists refused to 
cross a picket line placed by mem- 
bers of Local No. 6. At that time 
admissions were refunded to 600 
customers. Thomas N. Dysart, prez 
of the St. Louis Amusement Co. 
(F.&M.) at the time of the shutter- 
ing said there was no justification 
for the hiring of a stagehand at $75 
per week as the house had no stage. 
Orville Newlin, business representa- 
tive of the Local said the man was 
to be used for maintenance work be- 
tween the Maffitt and Pageant, an- 


Illuminated by the flames were 
signs, placed on the house by the 
management, that read, ‘This theatre 
was built by union labor. Closed by 
Stagehands’ union,’ and ‘There is no 
stage. Since the shuttering the 
Amusement carried the following ad 
in lineup of houses: ‘Closed on Ac- 
count of Stagehands’ Union Unfair 
Demands.’ 

$7,000 Theatre Blaze 
Cuyahoga Falls, O., Dec. 2. 

Alhambra, operated by H. O. 

Horvitz of Cleveland, who has a 





chain of nine picture houses, was 
destroyed by fire Nov. 29 with 
damage estimated at $7,000. The 
| building is owned by the Hale 
| Estate. The fire started in a store- 


room back of the stage. 





Pitt Seems to Be WB Stepping Stone; 
Shorts From Theatres-Exchanges 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 


Upping last week of Harry Seed 
from head of local WB exchange to a 
district managership, comprising 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit and 
Cincinnati, focused attention once 
more on the Warner office here as 
a stepping stone in that organization. 
Seed was originally brought here 
few years ago when Charlie ich 
was transferred to Albany, and his 
elevation is only one of a string for 
men who have headed the Pittsburgh 
exchange, 

One of the first was Roy Haines, 
now a biggie in the WB sales organ- 
ization. Curiously enough, it was 
Haines who gave Ben Kalmenson, 
then an auto salesman, his first berth 
on Film Row and Kalmenson was 
later to succeed Haines here and 
eventually move up to his present 
berth, general sales manager for the 
outfit. There was a space of two 
years, however, when Kaimenson 
left distribution and joined Harry 
Kalmine in WB theatre department 
here in charge of booking. Rich fol- 
lowed Kalmenson and then came 
Seed, who now moves up and is be- 
ing replaced by D. F, (Dinty) Moore, 
the office manager. 


And, of course, Kalmine is being, 


pointed to as another example of the 
WB charm in Pittsburgh, having 
just been promoted from zone man- 
ager here, a post he held for nine 
years, to general managership of all 
Warner theatres. Motto among WB 
personnel has come to be ‘Get to 
Pittsburgh and Go Places.’ 


More WB Pitt Zone Switches 


Flock of recent promotions in WB 
organization here has resulted in 
number of shifts and elevations in 
managerial personnel. With James 
Totman moving into publicity chief’s 
berth, succeeding Joe Feldman, 
upped to zone manager Moe Silver’s 
chief aide in charge of theatre opera- 
tions, and Ken Robertson switching 
from a manager’s berth in State Col- 
lege to the home office as Totman’s 
assistant, Charles Channon goes from 
Whitehall to the State, in State Col- 
lege, aS manager and Charles W. 
Olcott leaves the Hollywood to take 
Shannon’s berth at the Whitehall. 

Other promotions and shifts in- 
clude: John Senise, from assistant at 
Sheridan Square to manager of Ritz 
in New Kensington; David Smith, 
assistant at South Hills to manager of 
Hollywood; David Epstein, usher at 
Stanley to chief of service there: 
William Josephson, usher at Squirrel 
Hill to asst. manager of Rowland in 
Wilkinsburt; Alfred Katz, usher at 
Warner to asst. at Enright; Leonard 
Lange, asst. at Manor to asst. treasu- 
rer at Sheridan Square; Arthur 
Molans, Enright usher to asst. at 
Memorial in McKeesport. 

Richard Neff, asst. at Ambridge to 
asst. at Nittany in State. College: 
Alvin Simmons, chief ¢f service at 
Stanley to asst. at Kenyon: Dominic 





MPLS. GOES TO TOWN 
FOR PAR’S ‘MR. BUG’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
Greatest publicity break, perhaps, 
that any screen production ever has 
had here has been copped for Para- 
mount’s ‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town.’ 
Town’s leading and largest depart- 
ment store on main street’s busiest 
corner has an entire  block-long 
spectacular Christmas display win- 
dow preview of the picture. Ani- 
mated dummies depict scenes from 
the film in exact replicas of the pro- 
duction’s scenic settings. 








‘Esquire, Mpls., Goes 
Into Newsreel Policy 





Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Metropolitan Theatres of Los An- 
geles, operators of newsreel theatres 
| in California, have acquired the Es- 
| quire, 290-seat loop house, from Ben- 
| nie Berger, independent circuit oper- 
jator. After alterations the house will 
| be reopened with.a newsreel policy. 

Lawrence E. Cohen, Metrppolitan 
Theatres’ head, was here to close the 
deal. 

Product has been the Esquire’s big 
problem during most of its existence. 
Berger recently has been using sex 
films almost exclusively. 








Honor Hope, Hayworth 


Rita Hayworth was named the 
most cooperative film actress while 
Bob Hope was picked as most coop- 
erative male screen player for 1941, 
by the Hollywood Photographers’ 
Assn. 

Both were handed awards by Ce- 
cile B. DeMille, Monday night (1), 
on the Lux Radio Theatre broadcast 








over CBS network. 


Tamburri, usher at Stanley to asst. at 
Centre, and Carl Bechdel, mgr. of 
State, State College, to Cathaum, 
same town, 
Legit and Pix Pelicy 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 2. 

Former Paramount theatre, oper- 
ated by the Intermountain Theatres, 
Inc., reopened by Joseph L. Lawrence 
chain, Theatre entirely renovated. 
Policy will be combination legit and 
films. Opener is ‘The Little Foxes’ to 
be followed by ‘Citizen Kane’ with 
the legit followup on Vee. 19-20 of 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 


Joseph L. Lawrence will manage. 
Other Lawrence theatres include the 
Rialto, State, Holladay and South- 
East in Salt Lake City, the Iris and 
Murray, in Murray, Utah, and the 
Academy in Provo, Utah. 





RKO's Billings Drive 
RKO will hold a billings drive 
starting Dec. 20 and ending May 8, 
to be known as the 1942 Ned Depinet 


| Drive. Nat Levy, eastern district 
manager with headquarters at Phila- 
delphia, has been appointed drive 


captain and along with Harry Gittle- 
son, who gets out the RKO sales or- 
gan, will start on a tour of exchanges 
Monday (8). 


Andy Smith, general sales manager 
and Bob Mochrie, Walter Branson 
and Leo Devaney, division managers, 
will join the touring duo at differ- 
ent intervals during the visits to the 
company’s 38 exchanges, 





Cooper’s Facelift 
Lincoln, Dec, 2. 

J. H. Cooper is closing his Stuart, 
$1,884-seater here, for the month for 
approximately $75,000 worth of in- 
terior improvement. Town’s deluxer 
will be completely re-carpeted, will 
have all new seats, improved pro- 
jection equipment, and all the lounge 
furniture will be re-conditioned. 
Stuart has been badly in need of ré- 
pair for a long time and is the last of 
the Cooper properties to be so 
treated. Both the Lincoln and the 





Nebraska are in excellent shape, and 
this decorative and equipping effort 
will bring every house in town doing 
business with major releases up to 
modern par. 


Mancel E. Lofgren, formerly with 
the Cooper theatres here as manager, 
lately in the same groove with 
Central States at the Sun, York, Neb. 
has now joined the L. L. Dent West- 
land Theatres in Greeley, Colo., 
where he has the Chief. He replaced 
Ed. Vaughan, also a former Cooper- 
ite, who is now with the Dent staff in 
Grand Junction, Colo. 


Wally Johnson, owner of the 
Vogue, Friend, Neb., flirting with an 
offer to become a Nebraska terri- 
torial peddler for an Omaha film ex- 
change, 





Osserman Promoted 

Jack Osserman, RKO branch man- 
ager in Chicago, appointed district 
sales chief in that territory as suc- 
cessor to Walter Branson, and Sam 
Gorelick who has held the post of 
sales manager in the Chicago office, 
moves up to take Osserman’s spot. 
Osserman had been in charge of Chi 
exchange since 1932. Branson comes 
into the RKO h.o. as western-south- 
ern division sales manager, succeed- 
ing Cresson E, Smith. 


Schlanger’s WB Shifts 

Several theatre promotions have 
been made in the Philadelphia War- 
ner territory by Ted Schlanger, 
headed by transfer of George Kem- 
ble, manager of the Orient, Philly, 
to the Levoy, Millville, N. J. 

Harry Orlow, manager of the 
Orient, being shifted to the Clem- 
enton, Clementon, N.J., while Harold 
Brason, recently back from army 
duty, takes over management of the 
Diamond, Philadelphia. He formerly 
managed the Leader there, a lesser 
important house. John Sassenroth, 
goes into the Orient while Gerald 
Weissler takes over the Columbia, 
Philly, which Sassenroth managed. 





Peskay’s Takeover 
Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 
Ben Peskay took over operation of 


the Granada theatre from George 
Gologlieb. Peskay also owns the 
Banner theatre here. 

Jerry Gallagher, formerly with 


(Continued on page 61) 





Special Teen-Age 
Scale Is an Old 
Idea in Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

In-between admission 

teen-age patrons, recently instituted 

in Detroit, have been established 

policy for several years by a group 
of local indies, 


Under the local setup, boys and 
girls between the ages of 13 and 19 
are allowed a_ special admission 
price, a little higher than the kid 
rate, but lower than the regular 
adult tap. 


For example, at the Lawndale, op- 
erated by Henry Friedman, ‘teeners’ 
who obtain special membership 
cards are allowed the reduced rate 
of i19c compared with the 29c adult 
admission. Other houses that have 
the policy are the Erlen, operated by 
Luke Gring; Fern Rock, Herb Elliott 
and the William Goldman theatres. 
A few Warner houses are also toying 
with the plan. 


TAPLINGER RESIGNS 
WB PUBLICITY BERTH 


Bob Taplinger, who was given‘ the 
title of national publicity chief, for 
Warner Bros. only two weeks ago, 
resigned yesterday (Tuesday). For 
four years head of the press staff 


on the Coast, Taplinger a few weeks 
ago had been shifted to New York 
to head the new publicity setup fol- 
lowing his differences with WB 
studio executives. 

Advertising - publicity-exploitation 
department in the east resumes 
its previous format under Mort 
Blumenstock, who heads the entire 
works as always. Mitchell Rawson 
is in charge of the eastern publicity 
phase, as heretofore. 

Taplinger had a three-year pact 
which is understood to have been 
settled by WB. He had his own pub- 
licity setup before joining the com- 
pany. New plans, he said, will be 
announced in a few days. 
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London, Nov. 7. 

Film business in the United King- 
dam, namely in England, Scotland 
and Wales, has had its ups and 
downs in this war, but present ia- 
dications are that the third Christ- 
mas of the conflict will see box- 
offices equal, if not surpass, biz of 
normal times. It’s been that good for 
the past few months. 

Of the 4,500 film houses operating 
under normal conditions, there are 
presently over 4,200 still open, or a 
closure of 7% since a former Aus- 
trian paper-hanger became obsessed 
with delusions of British grandeur. 
Despite the closing of 300 film thea- 
tres, there has certainly been no 
diminishment of interest in films. In 
fact, the film-going public, whether 
it has been to develop a normal de- 
sire for divertissement of to find an 
emotional outlet for pent-up war 
hysteria, has continued to attend the 
cinema in increasing numbers despite 
blackouts, war restrictions, the draft 
and—most important of all—Hitler’s 
bombers. 


Many Reopenings 

Since September, 1939, around 700 
houses closed, about a third of these 
through population shift owing to 
evacuation, defense coastal areas 
being cleared of civilian population 
and like causes. But of these around 
two-thirds have reopened, either be- 
cause of troop influx or repair after 
enemy damage. Those still dark 
have been either bombed or burned 
beyond immediate repair. 


Upped business finds Associated 
British Corp’s profit, from trading of 
$5,708,628 (at $4 to the £), is $24,000 
above the previous year, but no 
dividend paid on the ordinary stock. 
It’s being kept for reserve—just in 
case. Gaumont-British profit was a 
shade up at $2,468,728. Here, too, 





there was no dividend on the ordi- 
nary for same reason, while business 
improved and there was only slight 
enemy damage to properties. ABC 
similarly declared damage was so 


small as not to have affected earn-| 
ings materially. But at one time or! 


another nearly 50% of their cinemas 
had been damaged. 

Admission tax figures for same 
period give similar picture. Ex- 
chequer intake was $35,982,020, better 
than the year before by nearly 
$7,000,000, and passing the Exchequer 
estimate of revenue from this source 
by $7,182,000. Of this tax, around 
$28,750,000 or nearly 80%, came from 
picture houses, indicating that, cine- 
mas gross for year April, 1940- 
March, 1941, was nearly $125,000,000. 

U. S. Remittances 

Still another line on state of busi- 
ness iS new current arrangement for 
American majors here to remit 
$20,000,000, figured as 50% of year’s 
remittable cash. This sets. their 
year’s remittable take at £10,000,000 
($40,000,000) . 

Hull, Southampton, Plymouth and 
Portsmouth. in that order, have 
probably suffered most closures, but 
in the West End of London damage 
to ABC's Regal, Odeon, Warner and 
Leicester Square (latter twice) and 
New Gallery were soon repaired and 
ali are now operating, with Rialto, 


small former ABC house, through 
damage, and Tivoli (GB), for eco- 


nomic reasons only, are dark. 
Wage increases now total 20-25% | 

and there’s the enormously higher 

cost of operating. . 


FRED LANGE RETURNS 





FROM LATIN AMERICA 





Fred Lange, Paramount’s home- 
office representative in the Latin 
Americas, returned from a 10-week 
south-of-the-border inspection tour 

St week, 

Lange cited the additional cost of 
superimposing titles on American 
Pictures plus the vastly: increased 


expense of distribution in Latin 
America. 


| producer 


| 





| Metro 


‘GONE’ HAS ’EM GUESSING 





Does Stronger Biz in Return Dates 
at Montevideo Theatre 


- 


Montevideo, Dec. 2. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ has local 
exhibitors guessing because of the 
unusually strong business done on 
reiurn engagement a year after the 
initial run of five weeks. ‘Gone’ re- | 
cently went into the 1,100-seat Metro 
theatre again on a one-week booking. 
Held a second week, film was adver- 
tised as being in its last week, but biz 
forced it to stay two more stanzas. 
On final day of the four-week re- 
turn engagement trade was so large 
it was decided to bring back ‘Gone’ 
again. 

Shifted out of the house because 
another film had been advertised, 
‘Gone’ was returned two weeks later 
for an additional week. when it did 
approximately 50% greater biz than 
that usually averaged at the the- 
atre. 


Mex Workers Plan 


Program to Boost 
Production of Films 











Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

A program for labor’s participa- 
tion in bringing about upping and 
improvement in picture production, 
and helping the film industry and the 
government to found a bank to 
finance the industry, is to be de- 
veloped during the convention of 
the National Cinematographic Work- 
ers union, Dec. 4-6, in Torreon, heart 
of Mexico’s cotton belt. 


H QUOT 


Third Christmas of the War Looms, 
But British Picture Theatres Enjoy 
Great Biz; 300 of 4500 Cinemas Shut 


Fx 
+ 


|foreign sales 





New officers of the union are to be | 
elected at the meet, which will be | 
attended by around 1,000 delegates, | 
representing the union’s 45 locals. | 

Ambitious picture production, at | 
least 20 features a year, is the pro-| 
gram of a producing company, a 
combo of the ace makers of Mexico, | 
that is being readied here and which 
is skedded to get going early in 1942. | 
Jesus Grovas, who before he turned | 
was Warners’ manager 
here, heads the group which includes | 
Miguel Contreras Torres, F. Bustillo 
Oro, Miguel Zacarias, Raphael Se- 
villa and Mauricio de la Serna, the 
latter manager of the swanky Cine 
Teatro Alameda, frontline cinema of 
the Azcarraga syndicate. 


Unit has been assured the cash | 
backing of several leading local 
banks 


Gregg Reports on Tour 


Wester! Electric Export Corp 
(formerly ERPI’s foreign division) 
business in the Far East, excepting in 
China and Japan, is continuing good, 
according to E. S. Gregg, general 
foreign manager, who returned last 
from a globe-circling trip of 
nearly seven months. Trek took him 
to key spots in the Far East and the | 
new branch at Johannesburg, South 
Africa. Warfare between Japan and 
China-is retarding sales in both 
countries, he said. 

In the South African territory, 
numerous new theatre installations 
of sound and general theatre equip- 
ment already have been made. 
Gregg pointed out that the new W.E. | 
office fortunately obtained much | 
equipment from U. S. before import 
restrictions were imposed by the 
Union of South Africa. 


week 





M-G Mgr. Due in N. Y. 
Harry Bryman, Metro territorial 


manager in Uruguay, is due in New 
York the middle of this month. 

Bryman is making the trip on hi 
vacation, but will huddle with the 
foreign division. 





| penalty for doing business 





A SHOWDOWN 





MORE FAVOR U.S 
QUITTING PROD, 


See Final Decision Near As 
Chiefs of American Opera- 
tions in England Arrive in 
New York to Discuss ‘Fu- 
tility’ of Making Films in 
Britain During the War 








CAN’T PAY COSTS 





With increased sentiment among 





chiefs favoring sus- 
pension of the British quota pro- 


| 


bi 


US. Film Distribution in J apan 


Looms as Increasing Problem 
Due to Grew’s Evacuation Order 


li 





vv 


M-G’S 8TH IN S.A. 


New Valparaiso Theatre Scheduled 
for Completion Next April 


With completion next April of Cine 
Metro, 2,000-seat house in Valparaiso, 
Chile, Metro will have eight film the- 


atres in the Latin-Americas. Com- 
pany recently opened two in the 
neighborhood district of Rio de, 


Janeiro. 

Ground for the new cinema will 
be broken shortly, It will be the 
second one in Chile for Metro, first 


What to do on American film dis- 
tribution in Japan came up for con- 
sideration at the meeting of U. S. 
film company foreign managers last 
Thursday (27) at the Hays office in 
New York. Problem is particularly 
acute presently since U. S. Ambassa- 
dor Grew has suggested that all 
Americans leave Tokyo. If the 
American picture companies follow 
this suggestion revelant to their em- 
ployees there, it would pull out all 
key men in Japan, tending to slow 
| operations and ultimately bring com- 
| plete cessation of U. S. film com- 





duction law for the duration of the having been opened in Santiago in| pany operations in that market. 


European war, actual 
may come following 
managing directors from Great 
Britain with home offices this 
month F. L. Harley, 20th-Fox 
Britain manager, and David Rose, of 
Paramount, are due in soon from 
London with a last-minute summary 
of the whole setup. Accompanying 
Harley is Robert T. Kane, company’s 
production chief in England, indi- 
cating the quota law will be the No. 
1 topic up for discussion while Har- 
ley is in N. Y. Rose sailed from 
England last Thursday (27) and the 
20th-Fox director is reported en 
route. 

Understood that Max Milder, War- 
ners’ British manager, made certain 
recommendations while in N. Y., last 
summer. Now it’s reported the 


huddles of 


company would quit quota produc- | 


tion. 

Other major distributors have be- 
come increasingly aware of the 
economic futility of attempting to 
produce in England during the war. 
Many of these quota features vir- 
tually constitute expensive quickies, 
as far as net revenue possibilities 
are concerned. While a feature may 
start out as a single-credit (mini- 
mum cost) production, they too, of- 
ten wind up as double and triple 
quota pictures costing $200,000 to 
$500,000 or sometimes winding up at 
$850,000, American film 
claim. 

There have been any number of 
examples in the past 
where even good stories and capable 


present is as crucial as it ever will 
be 
Little can be done about the quota 


law for the current year winding 
up next March. But efforts prob- 
|ably will be made to have the sta- 
tute suspended for the year starting 
next April, when 25 stipulation 
becomes effective. This means that 
for every company sending in 40 fea- 
tures, it must make 10 features 01 
their equivalent in England. To 


American company this 
outlay of 


British 


such rep- 
$1,.500,000 to 


pr yduc- 


resents an 


$2,000,000 for quota 


tion, with small chance of showing 
| a nickel of profit. 

Although only mentioned on the 
quiet, American officials generally 
have regarded the British quota 


executives | 








| 





12 months | 


players have hardly paid the cost 
of distribution when released in 
the U. S. 

The small chance of these quota 
productions. paying their way and 
the urgent necessity of U. S. pro-| 
| ducers having additional capital to 
turn out films in this country is the 
real reason for forcing the issue 
presently. Quota law is so worded 
that it can be reopened and relief 
| sought under certain circumstances, 
and American officials believe the 


showdown | 1936. 


Explanation for recent theatre con- 
struction activity at Loew’s (Metro) 
N. Y. office is that this expansion is 
merely in keeping with the com- 
pany’s policy of building theatres 
where the market justifies it or the 
company is unable to secure the 
proper product representation in key 
cities. 


Show Biz Perturbed 
In Argentina By Gov't 





Move to Curtail Fuel 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 25. 
Announcement by Minister of the 
Interior Dr. Miguel J. Culeciate that 
local night life is liable to be cur- 
tailed shortly in a move to save rap- 
idly-decreasing fuel stocks, has the- 
atre and nitery owners huddling. 
Minister disclosed that he consid- 
ered certain noturnal spots and play- 
houses as non-essential and that he 
was currently 0.0.’ing the situash to 
determine just what should be done, 
especially 
further restrictions on fuel imports. 
Move, he admitted, might also cur- 
tail the hours of broadcasting sta- 
tions. 
Nitery and theatre operators have 
pointed out that their businesses, be- 


side giving employment to thousands, | 
are a definite tourist lure and that, if | 
lose al} 


shuttered, Argentina would 
tremendous number of pesos from 
visiting Yanquis and others. 


Regulations imposed some time ago 


cutting down the hours for marquee 
and other advertising signs were 
first move in the fuel conservation 
scheme. 


the 


‘DUCKS-DRAKES’, MILD 


_ COMEDY, LONDON FLOP 


London, Dec. 2 
‘Ducks and Drakes,’ 


which opened 


at the Apollo, Nov. 26, rated a 
tiresome comedy despite an excep- 
tionally brilliant cast. 
NI 
New play was received _indif- 
ferently, and its boxoffice possibili- 
;} ties are weak 


Andrews Named New 
Par Mer. for Scotland 


Dec. 2. 
been 


London, 
has named 
manager for Scot- 
land, being stationed in Glasgow. 
Makes the second manager to 
switch from Metro to Par withi! 


F. E. Andrews 
new Paramount 


| the last few months, Fred Hutchin- 


law as a penality statute on U. S.| 
distributors for the privilege of do- | 


ing business in Britain. 
been pointed out that U. S. distribs 
have maintained a steady fiow of all 
feature product to the Br't ¥-1 


| despite higher distributing costs and 


dangers caused by the w while ai 
the same time they are 


remit to u. &. 


enue ‘accruing from each distribu- 
tion. 
This is figured as being unjust 


enough in view of lease-lend aid 
eliminating any need for curbing 
dollar exchange, but the quota pro- 
duction setup is held an additional] 
as usual. 


It also has | 
| year, 


allowed to | 
only half of the rev- | 


son, general sales manager for 
Metro in London, moving over to 
that spot for Paramount earlier this 
He supplanted David Griffith, 
who resigned. 

Andrews, in the film business in 
Britain since 1912, had been man- 
ager for Metro in Glasgow for th 
last 12 years. 

Join Mex Cinema Ranks 
Mexico City, Dec. 2. 
Frontline cinemas here have been 


upped to seven and the total num- | 


ber of active picture theatres in this 
sector to 69 with two inaugurations, 
Cine Insurgentes, brand new, and 
the Cine Palacio, face-lifted. | 


if the war should cause | 


| Foreign sales chiefs also went 
over the frozen money setup in New 
| Zealand and possibilty of a coin 
| freeze in India. Negotiations are 
| moving forward rapidly on New 
| Zealand pact for the year starting 
Jan. 1, as well as an arrangement 
|to release part of U. S. funds now 
| held there. Following completion of 
this, American distribs must start 
work on the frozen money situation 
in Australia, current pact expiring 
next March. 

Foreign chiefs also tried to figure 
|out some way in which currently 
| impounded American distributor 
| revenue can be taken out of France, 
| As is, companies are unable to get 
their money out of that country be- 
cause all French funds are frozen 
lin U. S. 
| Trade agreement with Iceland now 
lis up for consideration with U. S., 
| with film companies making repre- 
| sentations to be included favorably 
in the pact. Need for direct-mail 
| service to Iceland also was brought 
before the meeting of foreign man- 
j}agers. Presently, mail goes to Eng- 
| land first (presumably for censor- 
|ship in London) before being for- 
| warded to Iceland. Routine busi- 
| ness matter in connection with Mex- 
| ico also came up at session. 
| 


B.A. REPEATS GOOD; 
‘DAWN’ NIFTY $5,590 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 25. 
Holdovers in practically every 
first-run Buenos Aires house kept 
grosses from getting into the really 
big money last week, but the repeats 
seemed to be gathering fairly good 
piles of pesos nevertheless. Top 
money went to ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ 
(Par) at the Suipacha, 23,000 
pesos ($5,500 U.S.) being clocked for 
the second week after a strong open- 
| er running slightly over 30,000 pesos. 
Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
| gentine pesos currently worth 23c 

(4.14) to the U. S. dollar), follow: 
Ambassador (Lautaret and Caval- 











with 


lo) (1,400; $2.50-2 pesos)—‘Shining 
Victory’ (WB). Surprisingly up to 
10,000 pesos, 3,000 more than the 
opener. Held in the belief that word 
f mouth would build. 

Ideal (Lococo) (976; $3-2.50 pe ) 

Blood and Sand’ (20th). Still go- 
ing strong in fourth week with 15,000 
pesos. Set for indefinite holdover 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
taret) (3.305: $2.50-2)—‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G). Somewhat off here on second 
week, which sunk to 15,000 after 
strong 32,000 on opener. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2- 
1.50) —‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ (RKO). Lack 


of name draw and U. S. scene left 


this one sink to 10,000, n.s.h. 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400; $2.50-2)— 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par). Un- 


knowns for here in cast and lack of 
knowledge of stage play let this slide 
to n.s.h.; 18,000. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo), 
| (1,863: $2.50-2)—‘Gone With Wind?’ 
(M-G). Still holding up with 15,000 
for second week at pop-price house 
; after five pop weeks at the Rex. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; $3-2.50)— 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). 23,000 on 
second week. Indefinite run. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) (2,800; 
$1.50-1.20) ‘Blonde ‘aspiration’ 
(M-G). Offish 8,000. 
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/ THEY'VE PICKED OUT 
THEIR XMAS PRESEN 
ALREADY AT 
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@” The Stanley, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
MF” The Cambria, Johnstown, Pa. 
i" The Capitol, Steubenville, Ohio 
FP” The Branford, Newark, N. J. 
1" The Stanley, Jersey City, N. J. 
1" The Fabian, Paterson, N. J. 
iF The Montauk, Passaic, N. J. 
‘MF The Stanley, Baltimore, Md. 
ja” The Earle, Washington, D. C. 
“F” The Ambassador, Washington, D. C. 
aF” The Warner, Milwaukee, Wisc. 
MF The Venetian, Racine, Wisc. 
iF” The Sheboygan, Sheboygan, Wisc. 
mF The Capitol, Madison, Wisc. 
1a” The Rio, Appleton, Wisc. 
a” The Bay, Green Bay, Wisc. 
a" The Strand, Oshkosh, Wisc. 
a" The Kenosha, Kenosha, Wisc. 
a” The Warner, Memphis, Tenn. 
” The Strand, Albany, N. Y. 
=” The Avon, Utica, N. Y. 
a The Regent, Elmira, N. Y. 
1a” The Palace, Jamestown, N. Y. 
a" The Haven, Olean, N. Y. an . 
a" The Warner, Reading, Pa. " ee _— 
a The Queen, Wilmington, Del. ~ H 
1a" The Roger Sherman, New Haven, Conn. ‘ 
t=" The Warner, Bridgeport, Conn. : 
a" The Strand, Hartford, Conn. ‘ 
‘i 
" 
» 
: 
H 





























iF” The Capitol, Springfield, Mass. 

a" The Warner, Worcester, Mass. 

a” The State, Waterbury, Conn. 

MF” The Garde, New London, Conn. 

ta The Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio ; 


M7” The Leroy, Portsmouth, Ohio é Pp %y, “NAVY BLU SI 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


| 


Studios here are really pouring it on and production | 


has hit top speed, with 329 pictures either in the com- 
pleted, shooting or cutting stages and 198 remaining to 
complete the season’s promised output. Paramount its 
nearest its goal of 47 with six films to go. Studio has 
completed, tradeshown, previewed, and released 18 
films; nine are in production and 14 either awaiting re- 
lease or being edited. RKO is next with nine pictures 
left on its schedule, having already sent out 23. 


| 


Twentieth-Fox has the largest number (26) com- 
pleted, tradeshown, previewed or released. Before the 
cameras are seven pictures and being reached for re- 
lease are five. 

Of 527 pictures promised to exhibitors, 185 have 
either been released, tradeshown or previewed; 45 films 
are working; 99 are in the editing stage or awaiting 
release, and 198 in preparation. A total of 329 films 
have been released, previewed, tradeshown, in shooting 
or cutting stage at this date. 





Columbia 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting Teo go 
WORONPOR 2.00608 ee 15 3 12 18 
Westerns ..--.... 16 5 0 7 * 
PK s.shsieses 0 0 1 3 
RE: ca cas venue 68 20 3 20 25 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting releases: 

THE LADY IS WILLING, comedy-drama; prod.-dir., 
Michell Leisen; no writing credits; camera, Theodore 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Marlene Dietrich, Fred MacMurray, 
Aline MacMahon, Roger Clark, Marietta Canty, Ruth 
Ford, Stanley Ridges, Chester Clute, David James, 
Eddie Acuff. 


BEDTIME STORY, comedy-drama; prod., B. P. Schul- 
berg; dir., Alexander Hall; story, Horace Jackson, Grant 
Garrett; screenplay, Richard Flournoy; camera, Jo- 
seph Walker. Cast: Loretta Young, Fredric March 
Robert Benchley, Eve Arden, Allyn Joslyn, Helen West- 
ley, Grady Sutton, Joyce Compton. , 

CONFESSIONS OF BOSTON BLACKIE, meller; 

rod., William Berke; dir., Edward Dmytryk; story, Paul 
Vawitz, Jay Dratler; screenplay, Paul Yawitz; cam- 
era, Phil Tannura. Cast: Chester Morris, Har- 
riet Hilliard, Richard Lane, George FE. Stone, 
Lloyd Corrigan, Ralph Theodore, Kenneth McDonald. 

RIDERS OF THE BADLANDS, formerly OUTLAW 
RANGER, western; prod., William Berke; dir., Howard 
Bretheron; original screeplay, Betty Burbridge; camera, 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Russell Hay- 
den, Cliff Edwards, Edith Leach, Ilene Brewer, Kay 
Hughes, Roy Bancroft, Ethan Laidlaw, George Lewis. 

BLONDIE GOES TO COLLEGE, comedy; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer, story, Warren Wil- 
son, Clyde Bruckman; screenplay, Lou Breslow; 
camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Daisy, Janet Blair, Cliff 
Nazarro. 

HONOLULU LU, comedy-drama; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Charles Barton; story, Eliot Gibbons; 
screenplay, Eliot Gibbons, Paul Yawitz: camera, Franz 
Planer. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Lupe Velez, Leo Carrillo, 
Adele Mara, Eileen O’Hearn, Roger Clark, Larry Parks, 
John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Marjorie Gateson. 


Serial 

HOLT OF THE SECRET SERVICE; prod., Larry 
Darmour; dir., James Home; original screenplay, Basil 
Dickey, George Plympton, Wyndham Gittens; cam- 
era, James Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Evelyn Brew. Joe 
McGuinn, Tristram Coffin, Ray Parsons. Ted Adams, 
George Larkin, Pierce Lyden, John Ward. 

CADETS ON PARADE, drama; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Lew Landers; story, Frank Fenton, Martha 
Barnett; screenplay, Howard J. Green; Phil Tannura. 


Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, Jimmy Lydon, Minna 
Gombell, Raymond Hatton, Joseph Crehan, Robert 
Warwick. 


THE DEVIL’S TRAIL, western; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, 
George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, Ilene 
O’Hearn, Ruth Ford, Frank Mitchell, Noah Beery, 
Tristram Coffin. 

WEST OF TOMBSTONE, western: prod., William 
Berke; dir., Howard Bretherton; original story, Maurice 
Geraghty; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles 
Starrett, Russell Hayden, Marcella Martin, Cliff 
Edwards, Gordon Demain, Jack Kirk, Clancy Cooper, 
Bud Buster, Tom London, 

BULLETS FOR BANDITS, formerly HONOR OF 
THE WEST, western; prod., Leon Barsha; dir., Wally 
Fox; screenplay, Robert Lee Johnson: film editor, Mel 
Thorsen; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, 
Tex Ritter, Dorothy Short, Joe McGuinn, Ralph Theo- 
dore, Frank Mitchell, Art Mix, Forrest Taylor, 

HARVARD HERE I COME, comedy: prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir., Lew Landers; story, Kar] Brown; 
screenplay, Albert Duffy; additional dialog, Ned Dandy; 
camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Maxie Rosenbloom, Ar- 
line Judge, Marie Wiison, Don Beddoe, Stanley Brown, 
Byron Foulger, Virginia Sale, George McKay, John 
Tyrrell, Mary Ainslee, Julius Tannen, Tom Herbert, 
Larry Parks, Lloyd Bridges, Boyd Davis, Walter Bald- 
win. 

NORTH OF THE ROCKIES, western: prod., Leon 
Barsha; original screenplay, Herbert Dalmas; dir., Lam- 
bert Hillyer; camera, George Meehan. Cast: 
Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, Frank Mitchell, Larry 
Parks, Earl Gunn, John Miljan, Ian MacDonald, Shirley 
Patterson, Lloyd Bridges, Boyd Irwin, Frances Sayles. 

THE MAN WHO RETURNED TO LIFE, drama: 
prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir., Lew Landers; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: John Howard, 
Lucile Fairbanks, Ruth Ford, Marcella Martin, Roger 
Clark, Paul Guilfoyle. 

LAWLESS PLAINSMEN, western: prod., Jack Fier; 
dir., William Berke; no writing credits; camera, Ben- 
jamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett. Russell Hayden, 
Cliff Edwards, Luana Walters, Gwen Kenyon, Raphael 
Bennett, Frank La Rue, Dick Botiller, Ed Laughton, 
Stanley Brown, Forrest Taylor. 


TRINIDAD, comedy drama; prod., Sam Bischoff: dir., 
Gregory Ratoff; no writing credits; camera, Phil Tan- 
nura. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Brian Donlevy, Janet Blair, 
Veda Ann Borg, Roger Clark, Frank Jenks, Frank Sully. 


SHUT MY BIG MOUTH, comedy: prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; camera, 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Joe Brown. Adele Mara, Fritz 
Feld, Victor Jory, Will Wright, Don Beddoe, Ralph 
Peters, Lloyd Bridges, Forrest Tucker, Art Mix, Black- 
— Ward, Hank Bell, Earl Hodgins, Roy Gardner 

oore, Eddie Wahler, Fern Emmett, Russell Simpson, 
Lew Kelly. 

MARTIN EDEN, melodrama; prods.. B. P. Schulberg 
and Samue! Bronston: dir., Sidney Salkow: no writing 
credits; camera, Franz Planer....Cssi: Glenn Ford, 
Claire, Trevor, Evelyn Keyes, Ian MacDonald, Dickie 
Moore, Stuart Erwin, Frank Conroy, Mimi Aguglia, 
Pierre Watkin. 





Metro 


Promised Com- Shoot- 
41-42 pleted ~~ 
Features ....-.... ® 2 

Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

PANAMA HATTIE, musical; prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir, Norman McLeod; no writing credits; camera 
credits not set. Cast: Ann Sothern, George Murphy, 
Red Skelton, Rags Ragland, Ben Blue. 

THE YEARLING (production suspended until 
spring), drama (Technicolor), asso. prod. Sidney 

anklin; dir., Victor Fleming; orig. screenplay, Mar- 
jorie Kinnan Rawlings; camera, Hl Rosson. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Gene Echman, Ann Revere, Chill Wills, 
Adeline deWalt Reynolds, 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR, drama; prod., Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz; dir., George Stevens; original, Michael 
Kanin, Ring Lardner, Jr.; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. 
Cast: Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn, Fay Bainter, 
Reginald Owen. 

THE BUGLE SOUNDS, formerly DOAN OF THE 
U. S. A., formerly STEEL CAVALRY,’ drama; prod., 
J. Walter Ruben; dir., S. Sylvan Simon; no writing 
credits; camera, Clyde DeVinna. Cast: Wallace Beery, 
Marjorie Main, Lewis Stone, George Bancroft, William 
Lundigan, Donna Reed, Henry O'Neill, Chill Wills. 

WE WERE DANCING, drama; prod., Robert Z. 
Leonard and Orville O. Dull; dir., Robert Z. Leon- 
ard; original, Noel Coward; camera, Robert Planck. 
Cast: Norma Shearer, Melvyn Douglas, Lee Bowman, 
Marjorie Main, Reginald Owen, Nella Walker. 


MR. AND MRS. NORTH, comedy; prod., Irving 
Asher; dir, Robert Sinclair; original, Richard and 
Frances Lockridge; camera, Harry ges Cast: 
Gracie Allen, William Post, Jr., Paul Kelly, Rose 
Hobart, Thomas Conway, Millard Mitchell, Virginia 
Grey, Henry O’Neill, Felix Bressart, Inez Cooper, 
Fortunio Bonanova. 

JOE SMITH, AMERICAN, drama; prod., Jack Cher- 
tok; dir., Richard Thorpe; original, Paul Gallico; cam- 
era, Karl Freund. Cast: Robert Young, Marsha Hunt, 
Van Heflin, Harvey Stephens. 

CHINA CARAVAN, drama; prod., Sam Marx; dir., 
George Seitz; no writing credits; camera, Les White. 
Cast: Laraine Day, Barry Nelson, Keye Luke. 


BORN TO SING, drama; prod., Frederick Stephani; 
dir., Edward Ludwig; no writing credits; camera, Sid 
Wagner. Cast: Ray McDonald, Virginia Weidler, Leo 
Gorcey, Rags Ragland, Larry Nunn, Henry O'Neill, 
Douglas McPhail, Richard Hall, Beverly Hudson, 
Maria Flynn, Daria Hood. 

I MARRIED AN ANGEL, musical; prod., Hunt 
Stromberg; dir., Roy Del Ruth; original, Richard 
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart; camera, Len Smith. Cast: 
Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Mona Maris, Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, Reginald Owen, Binnie Barnes, 
Veda Ann Borg, Inez Cooper, Carol Hughes. 


METRO PIX IN PRODUCTION 


MRS. MINIVER, drama; prod., Sidney Franklin; 
dir., William Wyler; story, Jan Struthers: camera, 
Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Greer Grason, Walter 
Pidgeon, Teresa Wright, Dame May Whitty, Henry 
Wilcoxon, Henry Travers. 

OUT OF THE PAST, drama; prod., Irving Asher; 
dir., Jules Dassin; no writing credits; camera, Harry 
Stradling. Cast: Conrad Veidt, Ann Ayars, Dorothy 
Tree, Ivan Simpson, 

VYLL TAKE MANILA, musical-comedy; prod., Jack 
Cummings; dir., Eddie Buzzell; no writing credits; 
camera, Leonard Smith. Cast: Eleanor Powell, Red 
Skelton, Bert Lahr, Virginia O’Brien. 

RIO RITA, musical-comedy; prod., Pandro Berman; 
dir., Sylvan Simon; no writing credits: camera, George 
Folsey. Cast: Bud Abbott, Lou Costello, Kathryn 
Grayson, John Carroll, 

TORTILLA FLAT, drama; prod., Sam Zimbalist;: dir., 
Victor Fleming; story, John Steinbeck; camera, Harold 
Rosson. Cast: Spencer Tracy, John Garfield, Hedy 
LaMarr, Akim Tamiroff, 
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Monogram 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
PAMOEISS ..ccccces 26 8 0 2 16 
Westerns ...-..... 16 6 1 2 7 
Wayne re-issues.. & ba) 6 6 0 
eines Sea 50 22 1 4 23 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

ROAD TO HAPPINESS, formerly BOY GF MINE, 
drama; prod., Scott R. Dunlap: dir., Phil Rosen: screen- 
play, Robert D. Andrews; from mag story, Matt Taylor: 
camera, Harry Neumann, Cast: John Boles, Mona 
Barrie, Billy Lee, Roscoe Karns, Lillian Elliott. 

SNUFFY SMITH, the Yard Bird, comedy; prod., 
Edward Gross; dir., Edward Cline: based’ on cartoon 
character by Billy De Beck; camera, Marcel Le Picard. 
Cast: Bud Duncan, Edgar Kennedy, Sarah Padden, 
Doris Linden, Andria Palmer, J. Farrell MacDonald. 
Pat McVeigh, Frank Austin, Jimmie Dodd. 

FRECKLES COMES HOME, drama; prod., Lindslev 
Parsons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; screenplay, Edmond 
Kelso, based on story by Gene Stratton Porter: 
camera, Max Stengler. Cast: Johnny Downs, Gale 
Storm, Mantan Moreland, Bradley Page, Betty Blythe 
Marvin Stephens, Walter Sande, Max Hoffman, Jr. 
Irving Bacon, Lawrence Criner, John Ince, Irvin 
Mitchell, Gene O’Donnell. 

FORBIDDEN TRAILS, western: vrod., Scott R. Dur 
lap; dir., Robert N. Bradbury; original screenplay, Je 
Bowers; camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: Buck Jone: 
Tim McCoy, Raymond Hatton, Tristram Coffin, Charl’ 
King, Christine McIntyre, Glen Strange, Lynto- 
Brendt, Jerry Sheldon, Hal Price, Dave O’Brien. 

THUNDER RIVER FEUD, western: prod., Geo 
Weeks; dir.. S. Roy Luby; original screenplay, Ea 
Snell: additional dialog. John Vi2hos: comera. Rok 
Kline. “st: Ray Corrigan, John King, Max Terhy 
Jan Wiley. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Steel Against the Sky 





while his brothers are Craig Stevens 
and Edward Brophy. Stevens, 
shouldering the love interest, is a 
newcomer who shows considerable 
promise. He handles himself well 
and is a good romantic type. The 
girl is Alexis Smith, a looker. She’s 
capable and shapes up as a pretty 
good bet among the younger crop 
of featured players. 


Walter Catlett, as a wacky pro- 
fessor, is on the comedy assignment 
and gets the most out of the frail 
material handed him. Char. 





The Body Disappears 


Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy and 
Ben Stoloff production. Stars Jeffrey Lynn, 
Jane Wyman; features E. E. Horton, Her- 
bert Anderson. Directed by D. Ross Leder- 
man. Screenplay by Scott Darling and 
Erna Lazarus; camera, Allen G. Siegler; 
editor Frederick Richards. Tradeshown in 
N. Y¥., Dec. 1, ’41. Running time, 72 MINS, 


Peter DeHAVeR..c..ccccccccsees Jeffrey Lynn 
Lynn Shotesbury.........+++-+5 Tane Wyman 
Prof. Shotesbury...Edward Everett Horton 
. ,  SEPROrerrrirciy? Tele Willie Best 
Christine Lunceford...Marguerite Chapman 
Mrs. Lunceford........... Natalie Schaeffer 
PREP LT OCCT TT CPL TERT Oe Sidney Bracy 
Inspector Deming......«.....-- Wade RBoteler 
‘Doc’ Geo. Appleby...... Herbert Anderson 
Jimmie Barbour...........+-. David Bruce 
Terrence Abbott...........-. DeWolf Hopper 
MObert StrWG. ccc cccccssceses Craig Stevens 
WAM ClARUBR. cccccccccccsves Ivan Simpson 
Judge Manton........+++.. Hobart Bosworth 
OP ee eee Michael Ames 





Lightweight programmer based on 
the invisible man motif is headed for 
less important spotting in dual situ- 
ations. Mystery intent is vague and 
comedy effect rather mild. 

Theme of invisibility as presented 
here is along conventional, innocuous 
lines. Jeffrey Lynn and Jane Wy- 
man turn in as good a performance 
as thin scripting permits, while Ed- 
ward Everett Horton and Willie Best. 
colored comic, do exceptionally well 
considering indifferent material. Dif- 
ficulties of director D. Ross Leder- 
man in handling yarn of this calibre 
are evident throughout. 

Story unfolds in a courtroom scene 
via the flashback routine. Ovens 
with a bachelor party for a college 
man wherein the heavily plastered 
groom-to-be, Lynn, is convoyed to a 
college dissecting room. 

Horton, the college prof working 
on a formula for making bodies in- 
visible and bringing dead back to 
life, hijacks the presumably dead 
Lynn and administers an injection 
that makes the latter invisible. 

Evertually the prof, his daughter, 
Jane Wyman, and Lynn all become 
invisible. with Horton locked up by 
his colleagues in the boobv hatch on 
grounds he’s gone nuts. Invisibility 
teaches Lynn that his bride-to-be is 
unfaithful and that true love is with 
Miss Wyman. Mori. 


Sing for Your Supper 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of Y.eon Barsha produc- 


Kay Martin.... .....DBernadene Haves 





Mvron T. Hayworth... ....Henry Kolker 
dh pe a Oe Ee ae ee Benny Roker 
NG Sieh cuetos chee wcse Dewey Robinson 

This is 66 minutes of humdrum 


numbers, neither of which means 
| anything. Faces a struggle as a busi- 
ness-getter, and doubtlessly wil] be 
hard to move. , 

The title, ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ 
| was used for one of the WPA show: 
in 1939, and it also was a song out of 
one of the hit legits, ‘Boys from Svr- 
acuse,” three years back, but it has 
no particular connection with the 
theme or plot of this film. 

Original story and adaptation. a 
feeble effort, are credited to Harry 
Rebuas (nee Sauber). It concerns a 
bandleader in a dime-a-dance joint 
and the girl owner of the place, who 
takes an interest in the lad and, with- 
out revealing her identity, becomes 
~ne of the hostesses, 

Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, leading 
‘he band, also has a lease on the 
‘ance emporium. He’s about to be 

ispossessed when Jinx Falkenburg, 

sft with a lot of real estate and a 
‘uardian, refuses to sign the papers 

ut permits an extension instead. 
“and is about to move into a swank- 

r place when its manager and pub- 

city rep learns Miss Falkenburg i: 

etually a socialite and spreads i, 

‘er the papers. The headlines are 

1 bigger type than most foundrie 

ake, and the one in ‘Variety’ is p 

‘o-liner across the page, which thi: 

ner never uses. 

Bert Gordon is spotted as a mem- 

r of Rogers’ band for comedy or 





ses, but the laughs are all light. 
Rogers performs with ease, ar 


I) 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8, 





Miss Falkenburg doesn’t displease. 
Latter might show something with 
better material, but her singing of 
‘Why Is It So?’ indicates she has lit- 
tle to offer as a vocalist. Number is 
reprised by her once, while she also 
figures in the novelty tune, “Booglie 
Wooglie Piggy,’ with Rogers and 
Gordon, 


Minor cast members include Eve 
Arden, who gets no chance at all as 
a dancery hostess; Don Beddoe, band- 
manager, doing a fair job, and Henry 
Kolker, vet actor handling a charac- 
ter part capably. Char. 


SEALED LIPS 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Wniversal release of Jack Bernhard pro- 
duction. Features William Gargan, June 
Clyde, John Litel, Anne Nagel. Directed by 
George Wagener; original by Wagener; 
camera, Stanley Cortez; editor, Arthur Hil- 
ton. Previewed in studio projection room, 
Nov. 27, '41. Running time, 62 MINS. 





LOO, cecccecderes @cccccce ..- William Gargan 
LBD ccccocccccccccccsvcccceeses June Clyde 
Morton ....ccrerecseses eccccece 

MOAN cccosccccsvsecvee escocues poem Eat 
BOT v45660cccebbeseenesees e+.-Anne Nagel 
Mra, Morton... .cccccccccceess Mary Gordon 
LADS... cccccccvcestocscccecces Ralf Harolde 
DUGAN. ccccccccccccccseccecerese Joe Crehan 
BeNSON..ccccsesccccsesecs Addison Richards 
BVANS. .ccceecccesccccccccesss Russell Hicks 
Warden. .coosseees Coccsccceccess Ed Stanley 
Dixon. .ccoscccccscccccese «»..-Charles Lane 
GIALEr, ccccccscvccovecsicoveses William Gould 
Blake... .coscecsvsvccsececsececs Walter Sande 





‘Sealed Lips’ is a compact and en- 
tertaining B programmer that injects 
some fresh angles to the cops-chasing 
gangster formula. It’s good meller 
entertainment to groove as above- 
par supporter in the duals. 


Director-writer George Waggner 
swings his tale along at a consistently 
breezy pace in both departments, 
keying the dramatic highlights with 
sufficient touches of romance and ex- 
citement te hold interest. William 
Gargan clicks as the sleuth who un- 
covers the gangster leader plot which 
is ingeniously devised to circumvent 
the law and have a double serve his 
prison term. Ralf Harolde, as Gar- 
gan’s aide, and June Clyde, as the 
girl reporter, provide prominent as- 
sistance in support which also in- 
cludes John Litel, Anne Nagel, Mary 
|'Gordon, Joe Crehan, Russell Hicks 
and Charles Lane. Walt. 


TUXEDO JUNCTION 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction, Features Weaver Bros. & Elviry 
(Leon Weaver, Frank Weaver, June 
Weaver). Directed by Frank McDonald. 
Screenplay, Dorrell McGowan, Stuart 
McGowan; camera, Ernest Miller; editor. 
Charles Craft; music, Cy Feuer. Previewed 
in projection room, N. Y., Nov. 28, ‘41. 
Running time, 66 MINS, 


ADE. coccccccccceccceveseoces Leon Weaver 
Biviry.cccccccceveccceseses ---June Weaver 
ROOTS. ove Sccdeccceseessesece Frank Weaver 
Doug Gordon............++e+e--.Thurston Hall 
BOOM. ccccccceccccccccescecese Frankie Darro 
Pansy ic vb06060000000066s 500 Beene 
Bill Benmett....ccccccesveces Clayton Moore 
FOAM. cccccccccccscccccsesceoeses Lorna Gray 
i... . SRPPPPTT TTT rr ee ree Billy Benedict 
Soapy PeterB.....ccccseesss Kenneth Lundy 
SUMO RIVE. 6 wo cccccesess Howard Hickman 
SOMMERS es oc ccccccccccccceseces Leonard Carey 
Dias Hee DIOWS?. ..ccecveseses Betty Blythe 
SOERO LOWS. 0. cccccoteoccccosecs: Sam Flint 


Little Vagabonds................ Themselves 








tion. Features Jinx Falkenbure, Charles 
‘Baddy’ Rogers. Bert Gordon, Eve Arden 

Directed by Charles Barton. Story and 
adaptation, Harry Rebuas: songs. Sammy 
Cahn and Saul Chaplin: editor, Arthur Seid: 
photography, Franz F. Planer. At Central, 
N. Y., dual, week Nov. 29, "41. Running 
time, 66 MINS, 

Evelyn Palmer....... Tinx Falkenburg 
Larry Hays........ Charles Buddy Rogers 
‘The Mad Russian’............ Bert Gordon 
Barbara Stevens............... Eve Arden | 
Wing Boley...... cane ..Don RBeddoe 


romantic comedy carrying two song | 


In the Republic series that has 
| featured the hillbilly Weaver Broth- 
lers & Elviry, ‘Tuxedo Junction’ 
llooms possibly as their best com- 
ledy. Angled for the Christmas-New 
Year’s trade, particularly in the 
provinces, it’ll do at least as well as 
any of the others in the series, and 
probably more, Title, incidentally, is 
vague, having neither any hookup 
with the song of that name nor the 
story. 

Yarn makes no pretenses at being 
other than hinterland hokum, but 
there’s enough credibility in this one 
to warrant the higher rating. "This 
| time the theme is adopted from the 
annual New Year’s Day Tournament 
of Roses in Pasadena, Cal., with the 
crux of the story concerning the dif- 
| ficulties overcome by a group of mi- 
| grant boys in their efforts to build a 





float to compete with the more 
| ostentatious spectacles. A _ rather 
moving, razor-edged climax that 


finds them victors gives the film a 
knockout punch, 

Story, itself, is not so new, of 
course, but it’s the scripters’ varia- 
tion, plus the able direction, that 
makes ‘Junction’ assume its moder- 
ately click proportions. Sub-plot 
concerns the obstreperous mien of 
Frankie Darro, as the leader of the 
boys, and his gradual conversion to 
the kindly nature of the Weaver 
Bros. & Elviry, whose humanitarian 
instincts prompt them to help the 
youngsters find a place for them- 
selves, 

The freres Weaver are their usual, 
home-spun self, along with Leon 
Weaver's wife, June, as Elviry, while 
Darro shares lead honors with them 
in a standard type of role for him. 
Thursion Hall, as the dour money- 
bags who would crimp the young- 
sters; Sally Payne, as the romantic 
daughter of the Weavers: Clayton 
Moore, the juvenile, and Lorna Gray, 
uS the romantic interest opposite 
“ocre, Co okay in lesser ro’es. Miss 
“rey, incidentally, is possibly the 

e- ever to have esraced a 
Republic picture, and that includes 
1 Caace.s and phiz. Naka, 
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| LOOK WHO'S 
LAUGHING! 


C | LAUGHING with « terrific two weeks and 


a socko THIRD-WEEK HOLDOVER at the ‘2 7 
Golden Gate. A 


OUISVILLE’s .LAUGHING with the biggest single day’ Le 


es og business in the history of the Strand..and | 
a happy HOLDOVER! ) 


, LA U GHIN G with a HOLDOVER on top of a7 , 


opening day that broke all records: of the 












































20th Century Theatre! 


aed / Af vy" LA U GHIN G because of the tremendous first 3 


‘ week’s business that brought a HOLDOVER~A “ 


R Al } s LAUGHING at the biggest business done by 3 } 


i the house in months and months. 

















They're laughing in Glens Falls and Elmira, N. Y., where the picture did 50% better _ 
than the sock hit, “Kitty Foyle”. . . and in Gloversville, and Dunkirk, N. Y., where it 

also topped that top grosser .. . They're laughing with better-than -“Kitty Foyle’- 
business in Amarillo, Colorado Springs, Pueblo, Kokomo, Waterloo, and Springfield, 
Ohio...THEY’RE LAUGHING COAST TO COAST, because there are more openings and more 
holdovers this week and next as RKO’s giant of laugh shows gets rolling everywhere! 





Mrry ond Sereoe Pinay 
Or Jomes V Rere 


~ "THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE 





“ 
J 








SN TE) cm A nr 
ee 


20 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 3, 19:1 





Advance Production Chart - 





(Continued from page .18) 


Paramount 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting Teo go 
DD oh. vse boas Se 37 13 8 14 2 
H. Sherman...--.. 9 4d 1 0 4 
Fleischer ....cece 1 1 
Te 5 acn000¢s 47 18 9 14 6 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

THE GREAT MAN’S LADY, formerly PIONEER 
WOMAN, drama; asso. prod-dir., William A. Well- 
man; screenplay, W. L. River; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Brian 
Donlevy, Lloyd Corrigan, Etta McDaniel, Thurston 
Hail, Katherine Stevens, Helen Lynd, Mary Treen, 
Lucien Littlefield, Anna Q. Nilsson. 

TOMBSTONE, western: prod., Harry Sherman; dir., 
William McGann: no writing credits; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix, Don Castle, Frances 
Gifford, Edgar Buchanan, Clem Beyans, Kent Taylor, 
Rex Bell, Victor Jory, Chris-Pin Martin. . 

FLY BY NIGHT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., Robert Siodmak; no writing credits; camera, John 
Seitz, Cast: Richard Carlson, Nancy Kelly, Albert 
Basserman, Martin Kosleck. 

SWEATER GIRL, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; assa. 
prod., Joseph Sistrom; dir., William Clemens; story, 
Beulah Marie Dix, Bertram Milhauser; screenplay, Eve 
Greene; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Eddie Bracken, 
June Preisser, Betty Jane Rhodes, Phil Terry, Nils 
Asther, Don Castle, William Henry, Ella Neal, Kenneth 
Howell, Johnny Johnston, William Cabanne, Frieda 
Inescourt, Charles D. Brown. 

HENRY AND DIZZY, formerly MR. ALDRICH’S BOY, 
comedy-drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; dir., Hugh 
Bennett; no writing credits; camera, Don Fapp. Cast: 
Jimmy Lydon, Charles Smith, Mary Anderson, John 
Litel, Olive Blakeney. 

MALAYA, formerly HER JUNGLE MATE, drama; 
asso. prod., Monta Bell: dir.. Al Santell; screenplay, 
Frank Butler and Harry Tugend; story, E. Lloyd Sheldon, 
Jack DeWitt; camera, William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy 
Lamour, Richard Denning, Helen Gilbert. ; 

THE REMARKABLE ANDREW, drama; prod., Rich- 
ard Blumenthal; dir., Stuart Heisler; nove] and screen- 

lay, Dalton Trumbo; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: 
Wiiljam Holden, Ellen Drew, Brian Donlevy, Rod 
Cameron, Richard Webb, Nydia Westman, Spencer 
@harters, Frances Gifford, Porter Hall, Wallis Clark, 
Tom Fadden, Murdock MacQuarrie, Broderick O’Far- 
rell, Bruce Mitchell, Brick Sullivan, James A. Milljcan, 
Margaret McWade. 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE, musical (Technicolor); 
asso. prod., Harold Wilson; dir., Irving Cummings; 
screenplay, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields; based on 
story by B. G. De Sylva; camera, Harry Hallenberger; 
color camera, Ray Rennahan. Cast: Bob Hope, Victor 
Moore, Zorina, Irene Bordoni, Donna Drake, Raymond 
Walburn, Maxie Rosenbloom, Frank Albertson, Phyllis 
Ruth, Donald AacBride, Andrew Tombes, Charles 
LaTorre, Sam McDaniel, Frances Gifford, Catherine 
Craig, 

REAP THE WILD WIND, drama; Cecil B. DeMille 

rod.; asso. prod., William H Pine; dir., Cecil B. De- 

fille; screenplay, Alan Le May, Charles Burnett, Jesse 
Lasky, Jr.: story, Thelma Strabel; camera, Victor Mil- 
ner. Cast: Ray Milland, John Wayne, Paulette Goddard, 

Raymond Massey. Robert Preston, Susan Hayward, 
Lynne Overman, Walter Hampden, Louise Beavers, 
Martha O'Driscoll, Richard Denning, Lane Chandler, 
J. Farrell MacDonald, Joseph Crehan, John St. Polis, 
Tom Tyler, Harry Woods. 

TORPEDO BOAT, drama: prods., William Pine and 
W. C. Thomas; dir., John Rawlins; original story, Aaron 
Gottlieb; screenplay, Maxwell Shane: camera, Fred 
Jackman, Jr. Cast: Richard Arlen, Jean Parker, Mary 
Carlisle, Dick Purcell, Phil Terry, Ralph Sanford, Wil- 
liam Haade. 

THE FLEET’S IN, drama; asso. prod., Paul Jones; 
dir., Victor Schertzinger, Ralph Murphy; original story, 

fonte Brice, J. Walter Ruben based on play by Kenyon 

Nicholson and Charles Robinson: screenplay, Walter 

DeLeon, Sid Silvers, Ralph Spence; camera, William 


Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, William Holden, Eddie 
Bracken, Betty Hutton, Cass Daley, Gil Lamb, Leif 
Erickson, Bob Eberly, Helen O’Connell, Betty Jane 


Rhodes, Lorraine and Rognan, Jack Norton, Roy At- 
well, Harry Barris, Dave Willock, Rod Cameron, Jimmy 
Dundee, Jack Chapin, Donald Kerr, Tom Sandford, 
Lyle Latell, Pat West, Laurie Douglas, Blanche Grady, 
Louise La Planche, Beth Hartman, Loretta Barnett, 
Forrest Dickson, Mary Jane Dolan, June Ealey, Brooke 
Evans, Ellen Johnson, Barbara Kent, Virginia Kepler, 
Connie La Mont, Elinor Troy, Alice Weaver, Barbara 
Britton, Phyilis Ruth, Fred Santley, Katharine Booth, 
Alaine Brandes, Judith Gibson, Lynda Grey, Barbara 
Slater. 

4A NIGHT IN NEW ORLEANS, formerly THE 
MORNING AFTER, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. 
prod., Joseph Sistrom: dir., William Clemens; story, 
James R. Langham: screenplay, Jonathan 
camera, John Mescall. Cast: Preston Foster, Patricia 
Morison, Albert Dekker, Charles Butterworth, Jean 
Phillips, Dooley Wilson, Paul Hurst, Charles Williams 
Noble Johnson, Joseph Pope, George Chandler, Cecil 
Kellaway, William Wright, Harry Hayden, Lee Phelps, 
Lynda Grey, Leon Belasto, Yola D’Avril, Emory Par- 
nel!, Bud McCollister, Louise La Planche, Dorothy 
Dandridge, Keith Richards, Richard Webb. Al Hill, 
Jack Stoney. Henry Brandon, Arthur Loft, Ottola 
Nesmith, Rex Robinson, Helen Lynd, Betty Farrington, 
Walter Fenner, Fred Carpenter, Alice Ward, Nell Craig, 
Lowell B. Drew, Herbert Vigran, Don Brodie, John 
Sheehan. James Flavin. 


THE LADY HAS PLANS, formerly THE GIRL 
HAS PLANS, formerly THE LADY HAS PLANS, 
drama; asso. prod., Fred Kohlmar: dir., Sidney 


Lanfield; original story, Leo Birinski; screenplay, 
Harry Tugend: camera, Charles Lang, Cast: Paulette 
Goddard, Ray Milland, Roland Young, Albert Dekker, 
Margaret Hayes. Ceci] Kellaway, Addison Richards, 
Gerald Mohr, Edward Norris, Thomas W. Ross, Ar- 
thaur Loft. Mel Ruick, Keith Richards, Paul Phillips, 
Warren Ashe, Lee Shumway, Terry Ray, Ray Flynn, 
Louis Mercier, Hans Schumm, Hans Von Morhart, G. 
Nikola. 


PR. BROADWAY, drama: prod., Sol C. Siegel: dir.. 
Anton Mann: no writing credits: camera, Theodore 
Sverkuhl; story ™-rden Chase: screenplay, Art 
Arthur. Cast: Macdonald Carey, Jean Phillips. J. 


Carro}]] Naish. Ec.ward Ciannelli, Richard Lane, War- 
ren Hymer. Frank Bruno, Sidney Melton, Olin How- 
land. Joan Woodbury. Abe Dinovitch. 

THIS GUN FOR HIRE, meller: prod.. Richard M. 
Blumenthal; dir., Frank Tuttle: story, Graham Greene: 
screenplay, Albert Maltz and W. R. Burnett: camera, 
John Seitz. Cast: Veronica Lake. Robert Preston, 
Laird Cregar. Alan Ladd. Tully Marshall. Mikhail 
Rasumny, Marc Lawrence, Pamela Blake, Harry Shan- 





Latimer; 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now | 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
| WORSREOS 2 ccccccae 30 6 1 4 19 
Westerme ..ccccece 32 7 2 0- 23 
og 4 2 0 0 2 
NE ioe cas 66 15 3 4 44 


non, Frank Ferguson, Bernadene Hayes, James Farley, 
Virita Campbell, Chester Clute, Emmett Vogan, Gecrge 
Anderson, Jack Baxley, Eddy Chandler, Betty Far- 
rington, Gloria Williams, Charles McMurphy, Edwin 
Stanley, Phil Tead, Charles R. Moore, Ernest E. Baskett, 
Pat O'Malley, Lee Prather, Katharine Booth, Harry 
Hayden, Sarah Padden, 

OUT OF THE FRYING PAN, comedy; prod., Edward 
H. Griffith; dir.. E. H. Griffith; no writing credits: 
camera, Leo Tover. Cast: William Holden, Susan Hay- 
ward, Eddie Bracken, Martha O'Driscoll, Jimmy Lydon, 
Robert Benchley, Barbara Britton, Florence Mac- 
Michael, Mabel Paige, Jay Fassett. 

HOLIDAY INN (irving Berlin) musical comedy; 
prod., dir.. Mark Sandrich; no writing credits; camera, 
David Abel. Cast: Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, Vir7inia 
Dale, Marjorie Reynolds, Walter Abel. 

TRUE TO THE ARMY, comedy; prod. Sol C. 
Siegel; dir., Al Rogell: no writing credits; camera, 
Daniel Fapp. Cast: Judy Canova, Allan Jones, Ann 
Miller, Jerry Colonna, William Demarest, William 
Wright, Clarence Kolb, Max Wagner, Gordon ones, 
Rod Cameron, Joseph Crehan, Frank Sully, Harry 
Barris, Russell Mercer, James Mercer, Eddie Acuff, 
Dean Collins, Walter Fenner, Gladden James, Reed 
Porter, Edgar Dearing, Conrad Wiedell, Stanley 
Blystone, Syd Saylor. 

MR. AND MRS. CUGAT, comedy; asso. prod., Fred 
Kohlmar: dir., Norman Taurog: no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Ray Milland, Betty Field, 
Patricia Morison, Phil Terry, Leif Erickson, Cecil 
Kellaway. Kathaleen Lockhart, Mikhail Rasumny, 

MY FAVORITE BLONDE, comedy; asso. nrod., Paul 


Jones; dir., Sidney Lanfield: no writing credits: camera, | 


William Mellor. Cast: Bob Hope Madeleine Carroll, 
Lionel Royce. 

AMERICAN EMPIRE, western: prod., Harry Sher- 
man; dir., William McGann: no writing credits; camera, 
Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston Foster, 
Frances Gifford, Leo Carrillo, Jack La Rue, Chris-Pin 
Martin, Ian MacDonald. 

I LIVE ON DANGER, drama: prods., William Pine- 
William Thomas: dir., Sam White: no writing credits; 
camera, Fred Jackman, Ji Cast: Chester Morris, Jean 
Parker, Roger Pryor, Elisabeth Risdon. Douglas 
Fowley, Edward Norris. Dick Purcell, Bernadene 
Hayes, Alice White. Charlotte Henry, Ella Boros. 

THE PALM BEACH STORY, comedy: asso., prod.. 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; no writing credits: 
camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Joel 
McCrea, William Demarest. 


Republic 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

LADY FOR A NIGHT, drama: asso. prod., Albert J. 
Cohen; dir., Leigh Jason; original screenplay, Isabel 
Dawn and Boyce DeGaw: camera, Norbert Brodine 
Cast: Joan Blondell, John Wayne, Ray Middleton, 
Philip Merivale, Blanche Yurka, Edith Barrett, Leonid 
Kinsky, Hattie Noel, Lew Payton, Carmel Myers. 

MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND THE CARTER 
CASE, drama; prod., Leonard Fields: dir., Bernard Vor- 
haus; no writing credits; camera, Jonn Alton. Cast: 
Jimmy Ellison, Virginia Gilmore, Franklin Pangborn, 
Paul Harvey, John Eldredge. 

Republic Pix in Production 

MAN FROM CHEYENNE, western: prod., dir., Joseph 
Kane; no writing credits; camera, Regis Manning. 
Cast: Roy Rogers, George Gabby Hayes, Gale Storm, 
Sally Payne, Lynne Carver, James Seay, Jack Ingram, 
Al Taylor, Jack Kirk, Sons of the Pioneers. 

COWBOY SERENADE, Western; prod., Harry Grey; 
dir.. William Morgan; no writing credits; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: 
Kenzie. Rand Brooks, Addison Richards. Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Tristram Coffin, John Berkes, Melinda Leighton, 


| Forrest Taylor. 





| dir., Robert 





PARDON MY STRIPES, comedy-drama; prod. Al- 
bert J. Cohen; dir., John H. Auer; no writing credits; 
camera. John Alton. 
Tom Kennedy, Paul Hurst, 
Kay. Chuck Morrison, James Morton, Howard Hughes, 
Frank Coughlin, Jr., Pat Flaherty, Ric Vallin. 


RKO-Radio 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

JOAN OF PARIS, drama; prod., David Hempstead: 
Stevenson; original, Jacques Thiery and 
Georges Kessel; screenplay, Charles Bennett and Ellis 
St. Joseph; camera, Russell Metty. Cast: Michele Mor- 
gan, Paul Henried, Thomas Mitchell, Laird Cregar, 
May Robson, Alex Granach, Alan Ladd, Jack Briggs. 
James Monks, Richard Fraser, George Cleveland. John 
Abbott. 

SING YOUR WORRIES AWAY, drama with music: 
prod., Cliff Reid; dir.. Edward Sutherland: original. 
Charles E. Belden; screenplay, George Jeske and 
Charles Roberts; camera, Frank Redman. Cast: Bert 


Lovett, Sam Levene, Morgan Conway. Russ Clark, 
Sammy Stein, George Cleveland, King Sisters, Alvino 
Rey and orchestra. 

VALLEY OF THE SUN, prod., Graham Baker; dir., 
George Marshall; noyel by Clarence Budington Kel- 
land; screenplay, Bartlett Cormack: camera, Harry 
Wilde. Cast: Lucille Ball, James Craig, Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Dean Jagger, Peter Whitney, Billy Gilbert, Tom 
Tyler, George Cleveland, Antonio Moreno, Hank Bell, 
Richard Fiske 

SYNCOPATION, drama; prod., dir., William Dieterle: 
asso. prod., Charles L. Glett; original, Valentine Davies; 
screenplay, Valentine Davies and John O'Hara: cam- 
era, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Adolphe Menjou, Jackie 
Cooper, Bonita Granville, Robert Benchley, Ted North 
Peggy McIntyre, Lindy Wade. 

MEXICAN SPITFIRE AT SEA, comedy 
prod., Cliff Reid; dir., Leslie Goodwins; 

(Continued on 


drama; 
screenplay, 
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Hotcha Garbo 








tion. Spellman’s sweeping note was 

admitted by various film officials to 

be so deftly worded that it could not 

fail to exert a tremendous influence 

on Catholics in this country. 
Further Action? 

Industry officials are watching 

closely to see if the Legion’s action 
against “‘Two-Faced Woman’ would 
be followed by similar steps by other 
special groups including the Federal 
Council of Churches, Generdl Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, Parent- 
Teachers, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A, 
r It’s been more or less known in the 
trade that the Legion has had storm 
warnings out regarding the moral 
trend of screen productions for sev- 
eral months. Also that it was only 
a matter of time until some picture 
was cracked down upon. To many 
in the industry, it has been no secret 
that the Decency body was virtually 
waiting to ban some film containing 
allegedly risque material. 

‘Two-Faced Woman’ was approved 
'by the Hays office Production Code 


Continued from page 3 








What ‘Variety’ Said 





Following excerpts from ‘Va- 
riety’s’ review of the Garbo film 
appeared in the Oct. 22 issue: 

In a daring piece of showman- 
ship, the Metro studio breaks 
down the long established screen 
tradition which has enveloped 
Greta Garbo like an opera-cloak, 
and presents the one-time queen 
of mystery in a wild, and occa- 


sionally very risque, slapstick 
farce entitled ‘Two-Faced Wo- 
man.’ ;. 


Much of the action takes place 
in bedrooms, boudoirs and the 
psychological proximities of both. 





Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Fay Mc- | 


Cast: Bill Henry, Sheila Ryan, | 
Cliff Nazarro, George Mc- | 


When the stars aren't in their 
pajamas, or cutting up on the 
chaise lounge, they're talking 
about what the audience is think- 
ing about, and the coordination 
is perfect. 

Just how some of the lines of 
dialog escaped the scissors is as 
much of a mystery as how the 
screen writers, S. N. Behrman, 
Salka Viertel and George Op- 
penheimer, so completely flopped 
in providing a reasonably satis- 
factory finale. 

Of course the intimacies elude 
the censors because the stars are 
playing as wife and - husband. 
But not all the time. The story, 
which was taken from a play by 
Ludwig Fulda, is one of those 
naturalized importations from 
the Continent wherein the wife 
masqueradés during most of the 
film as her own twin-sister just 
to test the fibre of her husband's 
adoration. It’s reminiscent of 
‘The Guardsman.’ Thus the situ- 
ation of the eager male, misled 
| by deception, making violent and 
passionate love to a lady who 
he believes is not his wife 
There’s a double entendre to 
nearly everything that is said 
between the two, and nearly 
| everything is said ‘ 

‘Two-Faced Woman’ is strictly 
| for adults, who will have no dif- 





ficulty in grasping the idea, al- 
though children will enjoy views 
of snow in the mountains. 

Flin. 





eter 





| Administration. PCA goes over all 
| story matter to see that there is no 


| violation of either the letter or spirit 


of the code. The Hays 
now, has felt that the 
picture or type of story is strictly up 
to the producer since he is risking 
the investment on each production. 


office, up to 
theme of a 


“‘Two-Faced Woman’ is one in ser- 
ies of films which has cropped up 
in the industry during the last two 
years, where the husband and wife 
; are shown in intimate sequences 
This has been regarded as OK be- 
|; cause the two are married. 


Prov. Ban Sticks 
Providence ban on the Garbo pic- 


W. Cowan, amusements 
took initial action without seeing the 
picture. However, 
Bureau made 


its decision 


banning 
ant had submitted a confidential re- 
port based on seeing the film in 
Boston. - Picture was set to go into 
Loew’s State at Providence, but the 
manager was instructed by N. Y. to 
withdraw all advertising on the 
Garbo film. ‘Shadow of the Thin 
Man’ was held over in 
Oscar Doob, Loew’s ad-publicity di- 
rector, was quoted in that city as 
saying this action did not necessarily 
mean the film ‘never will be shown 





| 
Lahr, June Havoc, Buddy Ebsen, Patsy Kelly, Dorothy | ture sticks, although Capt. George | 
inspector, | 
the Police-Fire | 


the film after Cowan and his assist- | 


its place. | 


Ditto at B.0. 











—— 


in Providerce,’ but declining to en- 
large on the statement. 

Boston's censor of entertainment 
also banned the picture for showing 
in any Hub theatre. Rochester, 
N. Y., bishop blasted the film in a 
letter to all pastors in the diocese. 
Letter was released to the press the 
same day the Garbo picture opened 
at Loew’s in that city. 

albany director o' Legion called 
on all members of that organization 
to ‘boycott’ the Garbo film. 

While the Hays office is not ex- 
pected to*alter the Production Code, 
decision to tighten up on the en- 
forcement of the present code is a 
possibility. 


Pa. Censor Head Calls 
‘Morals’ Ban ‘Silly’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

Metro’s ‘Two-Faced Woman,’ con- 
demned as ‘dangerous to  publie 
| morals’ by New York’s Archbishop 
| Spellman, was called ‘silly’ by the 
| chairman of Pennsylvania's Board of 
Motion Picture Censors, which 
passed the Garbo-Douglas film in its 
entirety. The board however sent 
a protest to the Hays office. 

‘The Pennsylvania board approved 
the picture without any deletions,’ 
said Mrs. Edna Carroll, board chair- 
man, ‘but we notified the Hays of- 
fice that we look with disapproval 
upon this type of production. The 
situations in the film are more silly 
and impossible than salacious in the 
opinion of the board.’ 

‘Two-Faced Woman’ opened Thurs- 
day (27) at the Stanley-Warner 
Boyd. 








Critical Stance 


Providence, Dec. 2. 

After local police censors banned 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ here, Garrett 
Byrnes, motion picture critic of the 
| Evening Bulletin, local sheet, viewed 
| the production at Springfield, Mass. 
| writing in part: 
| ‘The film is played fo what it is, 
farce. There has been no effort to 
| shy away from erotic connotations, 
| yet the general atmosphere is one of 
comically fantastic make-believe, 
|rather than of reality. The narra- 
_ tive conforms to the ethic of the 
| screen under the Haysian dispensa- 
| tion in that good (the skier) prevails 
| over evil (the bogus twin). 
**Two-Faced Woman’ obviously is 
not a fable for the young or for 
| those who would mistake Ms attitude 
of sophisticated playfulness for 
| actuality. It is neiti.er a great film 
nor an important one.’ 





Milwaukee Trims Film 
Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 

With the Herald-Citizen (Catholie 
weekly) flaunting a front page head- 
line, ‘Garbo Film Is Condemned.’ im- 
mediately prior to the 
‘Two Faced Woman’ 
Fox Wisconsin on Thursday (27), 
Mayor Carl F. Zeidler’s censorship 
board swung into belligerent action 
for the first time in more than a 
|year (‘Primrose Path’ was the last 
target) and ordered the deletion of 
parts of the picture before okaying 
| it for public showing. 
| Only a couple days before “Two 
| Faced Woman’ was due to open here 
| the censors got word that the L gion 
| of Decency had rated it as a ‘C’ pic- 
ture, ‘condemned’ for being alleged- 
ly immoral and un-Christian in its 
attitude toward marriage and. its 
obligations; impudently suggestive 
seenes, dialog and situations: 
tive comments. A preview of the 
Garbo film was demanded by the 
municipal commission. but no print 
was available locally. Theatre and 
exchange execs burned up the wires 
getting one in by plane for the cen- 
sors to look at privately early in 
the morning of its opening date 

Newspaper reviewers did not treat 
| ‘Two-Faced Woman’ unkindly. 


opening of 
(M-G) at the 


Sugges- 


Springfield’s About-Face 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 2. 

After finding nothing seriously 
wrong with ‘Two-faced Woman,’ and 
saying so for three days, Springfield 
police about-faced Sunday (31) 
and Loew's Poli had to pull in 
Shirley Temple’s ‘Kathleen.’ as a re- 
| placement. Main reason the police 
bucked the storm at first is that 
Acting Chief John P. Fleming was 
lambasted by press for banning 
‘Life’s’ Steuer art collection with 
| its nudes earlier this fall, and he 
wasn’t taking any more chances. 
But when the State Department of 
| Public Safety refused a Sunday per- 
mit for the Garbo picture, Fleming 
changed his mind. 


are 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 20) 


Charles Roberts; camera, Jack McKenzie. Cast: Lupe 
Velez, Charles Buddy Rogers, Leon Errol, ZaSu Pitts, 
Elisabeth Risdon, Marion Martin. 

RKO Pix Now in Production 

THE MAGNIFICENT AMBERSONS, drama; prod., 
dir, Orson Welles; novel, Pooth Tarkington; screen- 
play, Orson Welles; no camera credit. Cast: Joseph 
Cotten, Dolores Costello, Anne Baxter, Tim Holt, Rich- 
ard Bennett, Agnes Moorehead, Ray Collins. _ ; 

MAYOR OF 44TH STREET, drama; prod., Cliff Reid; 
dir., Alfred E. Green; story, Luther Davis and John 
Cleveland; screenplay, Robert D. Andrews; camera, 
Robert DeGrasse. Cast: George Murphy, Anne Shirley, 
William Gargan, Richard Barthelmess, Rex Downing, 
Millard Mitchell, Joan Merrill, Mary Wickes, John 
MaGuire, Robert Smith, Freddy Martin, Marten 
LaMont. 

THE FALCON TAKES OVER, mystery drama; prod., 
Howard Benedict: dir., Irving Reis; screenplay, Frank 
Fenton and Lynn Root; camera, George Robinson. 
Cast: George Sanders, Lynn Bari, James Gleason, Al- 
len Jenkins, Ward Bond, Ed Gargan, Willie Fung, Eddie 
Dunn, Helen Gilbert, Hans Conreid. ; 

TUTTLES OF TAHITI, comedy; prod., Islin Auster; 
dir., Charles Vidor; story, Charles Nordhoff and James 
Norman Hall: screenplay, Lewis Meltzer and Charles 
Vidor: camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: Charles 
Laughton, Jon Hall, Margaret Drake, Gene Reynolds, 
Joady Gilbert, Florence Bates, Robin Raymond. 

LUM ’N’ ABNER, comedy; prod., Jack Votion; dir., 
Mal St. Clair; no writing credits; camera, Paul Ivana. 
Cast: Chester Lauck, Norris Goff, ZaSu Pitts, Louise 
Currie, Irving Bacon, Oscar O’Shea, Grady Sutton, 
Carl Hodgins. } : 

POWDER TOWN, drama; prod., Cliff Reid; dir., 
Rowland V. Lee; story, Vicki Baum; camera, Frank 
Redman. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Edmond O’Brien, 
June Havoc, Ruth Warrick, Eddie Foy, Jr+ Freddy 
Martin and orchestra. 


20th Century-Fox 
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Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


YOUNG AMERICA, comedy drama; prod., Sol M. 
Wurtzel; dir., Louis King; original screenplay, Samuel 
G. Engel; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, 
Glenn Roberts, Ben Carter, Jane Darwell, William 
Tracy, Irving Bacon. 

CASTLE IN THE DESERT, mystery; prod., Ralph 
Dietrich: dir., Harry Lachman; original screenplay, John 
Larkin; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Sen 
Yung, Janis Carter, Richard Derr, Arleen Whelan, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Lucien Littlefield. 

REMEMBER THE DAY, drama; prod., William Perl- 
berg; dir., Henry King; screenplay, Tess Slesinger, 
Frank Davis and Allan Scott based on play by Philo 
Higley and Philip Dunning; camera, George Barnes. 
Cast: Claudette Colbert, John Payne, Douglas Croft, 
Ann Todd, Jane Seymour, Harry Hayden. 

“SON OF FURY, drama; associate prod., William 
Perlberg; dir., John Cromwell; story, Edison Marshall; 
screenplay, Philip Dunne; camera, Arthur Miller. 
Cast: Tyrone Power, Gene Tierney, Roddy McDowall, 
John Carradine, George Sanders, Cobina Wright, Harr 
Davenport, Elsa Lanchester, Kay Johnson, Halliwell 
Hobbes, Dudley Digges, Martin Lamont. 

BLUE, WHITE AND PERFECT, drama; prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir., Herbert I. Leeds; screenplay, Sampel 
G. Engel; camera, Glen MacWilliams. Cast: Lloyd 
Nolan, Mary Beth Hughes, Helene Reynolds, Steve 
Geray, Herbert Victor, Curt Bois. 

20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 


TALES OF MANHATTAN, drama; prod., Boris Mor- 
ros; dir., Julien Duvivier; no writing credits; no cam- 
era credit. Cast: Charles Laughton, Rita Hayworth, 
Elsa Lanchester, Victor Francen, Paul Robeson, Ethel 
Waters, Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Christian Rub. 

SONG OF THE ISLANDS, drama; prod., William Le 
Baron; dir., Walter Lang; no writing credits, camera. 
Cast: Jack Oakie, Betty Grable, Victor Mature, Thomas 
Mitchell, George Barbier, Hal K. Dawson, Hilo Hattie. 

ROXIE HART, drama; prod., Nunnally Johnson; dir., 
William Wellman; no writing credits; camera, Leon 
Shamroy. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Adolphe Menjou, 
George Montgomery, Lynne Overman, Helene Rey- 
nolds, Nigel Bruce, Sara Ailgood, Spring Byington, 
George Chandler, Charles D. Brown, Morris Ankrum. 

TO THE SHORES OF TRIPOLI, drama; prod., Mil- 
ton Sperling; dir.. H. Bruce Humberstone; no writing 
credits; camera, Edward Cronjager, William Skall, 
Harry Jackson. Cast: Maureen O’Hara, John Payne, 


Randolph Scott, Nancy Kelly, Ted North, Harry 
Bratsburg. 
MOONTIDE, drama; prod., Mark Hellinger; dir., 


Fritz Lang; no writing credits; camera unassigned. 
Cast: Jean Gabin, Ida Lupino, Claude Rains. 

A GENTLEMAN AT HEART, melier; prod., Walter 
Morosco; dir., Ray McCarey; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Clarke. Cast: Cesar Romero, Carole Landis, 
Milton Berle, Richard Derr, J. Carroll Naish, Rose 
Hobart. 

YOU CAN’T ALWAYS TELL, drama; prod., Sol 
Wurtzel; dir., Eugene Forde; no writing credits; camera, 
Virgil Miller. Cast: Joe Allen, Jr., Cobina Wright, Jr., 
Brenda Joyce, Stanley Clements, Don Defore. 


NOT FOR CHILDREN, drama; prod., Walter Mo- 





rosco; dir., Al Werner; no writing credits; camera, 
Lucien Andriot, Cast: Jane Withers, Marjorie 
Weaver, Jimmy Lydon, Alan Mowbray, Kathleen 
Howard. 
e a 
United Artists 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
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Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
DUDES ARE PRETTY PECPLE, western; prod., Hal 
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Roach: dir.. Hal Roach, Jr.; original, Donald Hough; 
no camera credit. Cast: Marjorie Woodworth, Jimmy 
Rogers, Noah Beery, Jr., Russell Gleason, Paul Hurst, 
Marjorie Gateson. ‘ 

HELIOTROPE BARRY, drama; prod., Edward Small; 
dir. Edwin L. Marin; original, Richard Washburn 
Child; screenplay, George Bruce; camera, Milton Kras- 
ner. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Miriam Hopkins, Preston 
Foster, Philip Reed, Harold Huber. 

CORSICAN BROTHERS, drama; prod. Edward 
Small: dir. Gregory Ratoff; story, Alexander Dumas; 
screenplay, Howard Estabrook, George Bruce; camera, 
Harry Stradling. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Akim 
Tamiroff, Ruth Warrick, J. Carrol Naish, John Emery, 
H. B. Warner, Gloria Holden, William Farnum. 

TWIN BEDS, drama; Edward Small production; dir., 
Tim Whelan: screenplay, Curtiss Kenyon, Kenneth 
Earl; camera, Hal Mohr. Cast: George Brent, Joan 
Bennett. Mischa Auer, Binnie Barnes, Ernest Truex, 
Una Merkel. 

SHANGHAI GESTURE, drama; Arnold Pressburger 
production; associate prod., Albert de Courville; dir., 
Josef Von Sternberg; story, John Colton; screenplay, 
Jules Furthman, Kar! Vollmoeller, Geza Herczeg; cam- 
era, Paul Ivano. Cast: Gene Tierney, Victor Mature, 
Walter Huston, Ona Munson, Maria Ouspenskaya, Al- 
bert Basserman, Phyllis Brooks, Eric Blore, Clyde Fill- 
more, Joan Lebedeff, Rex Evans. 

HAY FOOT, comedy; prod., Hal Roach; dir., Hal 
Roach, Jr.; original screenplay, Ned Seabrook and 
Eugene Conrad; camera, Robert Pittack. Cast: Wil- 
liam Tracy, James Gleason, Noah Beery, Jr., Joe Saw- 
yer, Elyse Knox. 

JUNGLE BOOK, drama; Alexander Korda produc- 
tion: dir., Zoltan Korda: story, Rudyard Kipling; screen- 
play, Laurence Stallings; camera, Lee Garmes. Cast: 
Sabu, Joseph Calleia, John Qualen, Patricia O’Rourke, 
Rosemary De Camp, Ralph Byrd, Frank Puglia. 

UA Pictures in Production ’ 

EAGLE SQUADRON, drama (being made in Eng- 
land); prod., Walter Wanger; associate prod., Merian 
C. Cooper; dirs., Harry Watts, Ernest Schoedsack. No 
other credits. 

BROOKLYN ORCHID, drama; prod., Hal Roach; 
dir. Kurt Neumann; original, Searle Snell, Clarence 
Marks; camera, no credit. Cast: Marjorie Woods- 
worth, William Bendix, Jill Sawyer, Grace Bradley, 
Skeets Gallagher, Florine McKinney, Leonid Kinsky. 

TO BE OR NOT TO BE, drama; prod., dir., Ernst 
Lubitsch; (Korda release); original, Ernst Lubitsch and 
Melchior Lengyel: screenplay, Edwin Justus Mayer; 
camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Carole Lombard, Jack 
Benny, Robert Stack, Felix Bressart, Lionel Atwill, 
Stanley Ridges, Sig Rumann. 








Universal 
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Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

FIFTY MILLION NICKELS, comedy-drama; asso. 


prod., Joseph G. Sanford; no writing credits; camera, 
John Boyle. Cast: Ken Murray, Harriet Hilliard, Iris 
Adrian, Don Douglas, Marjorie Gateson, Joe Brown, 
Jr., Charles Barnet orchestra, Milt Herth trio, Wingy 
Manone orchestra, Sig Arno, Don Dillaway, William 
Ruhl, Claire DuBrey, Reed Hadley, Jack Arnold. 


ROAD AGENT, comedy-drama; asso. prod., Ben Pi- | 


var; dir., Charles Lamont: no writing credits; camera, 
Jerome Ash. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Dick 
Foran, Anne Gwynne, Richard Davies, Anne Nagel, 
John Gallaudet, Samuel S. Hinds, Morris Ankrum, 
Ernie Adams, Lew Kelly, Reed Hadley, Eddie Waller, 
George Lewis, Jack Rockwell, Chuck Morrison. 

THE PANAMA KID, action-drama; asso. prod., Mar- 
shall Grant; dir., Ray Taylor: no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Robinson. Cast: Peggy Moran, Eddie Al- 
bert, William Frawley, Truman Bradley, Lloyd Corri- 
gan, Mantan Moreland. 

FRISCO LIL, drama: asso. prod., Paul Malvern: dir., 
Erle Kenton: no writing credits; camera, Charles Van 
Enger. Cast: Irene Hervey, Kent Taylor, Jerome 
Cowan, Minor Watson, Samuel S. Hinds, Matty Fain, 


Milburn Stone, Tony Paton, Harry Strang, Eddie 
Chandler, Kernan Cripps, Rex Lease, Paul McVey, 
Harry C. Bradley, Selmer Jackson, Gus Glassmire, 


Emmett Lynn, Edgar Edwards. 

DESTINY, drama; asso. prod.-dir.. George Waggner: 
no writing credits: no camera credits. Cast: Claude 
Rains, Maria Ouspenskaya, Dick Foran, Lon Chaney, 
Jr., Bela Lugosi. 

STAGE COACH BUCKAROO, formerly GHOST 
TOWN BUCKAROO, western; asso. prod., Will Cowan: 


dir., Ray Taylor; story, Arthur St. Clair; screenplay, Al | 


Martin; camera, Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Anne Nagel, 
Herbert Rawlinson, Glenn Strange, Henry Hall, Lloyd 
Ingraham, Ernie Adams, Harry Tenbrook, Blackie 
Whiteford, Frank Brownlee, Jack C. Smith, Guardsmen 
Quartette (40-41). 

PARIS CALLING, drama; prod., Benjamin Glazer; 
dir.. Edwin L. Marin; original screenplay, Benjamin 


Glazer, Charles Kaufman; camera, Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Elisabeth Bergner, omg oe Scott, Basil 
Rathbone, Lee J. Cobb, Gale ondergaard, Ed- 


ward Ciannelli, Charles Arnt, Otto Reichow, William 
Edmunds, Ken Nolan, Paul Bryan, Frace Lenard, 
Marcia Ralston. 

OVERLAND MAIL, serial; asso.-prod., Henry Mac- 
Rae; dirs., Ford Beebe, John Rawlins; story, Johnston 
McCulley; screenplay, Paul Huston; no writing or 
camera credits. Cast: Helen Parrish, Lon Chaney, Jr., 
Noah wry! Jr., Noah Beery, Sr., Don Terry, Roy Har- 
ris, Chief Thundercloud, Henry Hall, Tom Chatterton, 
Robert Barron, Harry Cording, Charles Stevens. 

JAILHOUSE BLUES, formerly BIG HOUSE BLUES, 
formerly RHAPSODY IN STRIPES, comedy- 
drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir, Albert S. 
Rogell; no writing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. 
Cast: Anne Gwynne, Nat Pendleton, Robert Paige, 
Elizabeth Risdon, John Kelly, Charles Sullivan. 

ARIZONA CYCLONE, western; asso. prod., Will 
Cowan: dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Nell O’Day, Beatrice Roberts, Herbert Rawlin- 

(Continued on page 29) 


Tradeshows 


Thurs., Dec. 4—‘Midnight Angel’ 
(Par), in all exchange cities. 

Thurs., Dec, 4—‘Mr. Bug Goes to 
Town’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities, 

Thurs., Dec. 4—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities. 

Fri., Dec. &—‘No Hands on the 

Clock’ (Par), in all exchange 

cities, 

Dec, &—Bahama Passage’ 

(Par), in all exchange cities. 

Dec. 5—‘Babes on Broad- 
way’ (M-G), in all exchange 
cities except New York, 

where it was shown Dec. 2. 

Tues., Dec. 9—Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G), in all exchange cities. 





Fri., 


Fri., 


Wed., Dec. 10—Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO), in all exchange 
cities, 








NICK DEAN HELD 
IN $25,000 BAIL 


Nick Dean, Chicago gangster, as- 
sociate of George E. Browne and 
William Bioff, convicted labor lead- 
ers, and a Chicago nitery operator 
of the Yacht and Colony Clubs, was 
held in $25,000 bail yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Judge Henry Warren God- 
dard in the N. Y. federal court after 
almost five months of searching for 
him by Government agents. Dean, 
known under various aliases, such 
as Nick Circella, or ‘Nicolodean,’ had 
been sought as a material witness in 
the Browne-Bioff trial and in Sep- 
tember had been indicted with Louis 
Kaufman of the Newark local of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees charged with the 
same offenses as Browne and Bioff. 

Dean had been missing since July 
9, 1941, and varied reports had de- 
clared him dead. 
in a Chicago restaurant Monday (1) 








ithe arraignment. Dean and Kauf- 
man were charged with using rack- 


eteering methods through threats of | 
| strikes to extort over $1,000,000 from | 


|}major film companies. Originally 


| the trial was set for today (Wednes- | 


| day) but it now has been shifted to 
Jan. 5. 

Mathias F. Correa, U. S. attorney, 
asked for and received $25,000 bail 
from the court, and was allowed to 
make it emphatic that if the bail 


forthcoming from _ labor 
| which had put up bail for Browne 
and Bioff. Kaufman, who 
rendered, is out on $15,000 bail. 





‘SAN ANTONIO REJECTS 
CENSORSHIP PROPOSAL 


San Antonio, Dec. 2. 





A proposed ordinance providing 
| the creation of a motion picture cen- 
sorship board, sponsored by Floyd 
D. James, local attorney and a group 
of local citizens wanting stricter 
|censorship of pictures and_ stage 


| the city council in session here. 
| 


|be invalid and unconstitutional if 
adopted. 


vides for sufficient censorship con- 
trol. 


RKO’s Renewal on ‘Info’ 
Depends on Prod. Say-So 


Present contract RKO holds for 
the distribution of ‘Information 
Please’ short expires at the end of 
this year, with indication that re- 
newal will be made only if there are 
several revisions in the pact. 

While RKO reports fairly satis- 
factory sales, audience reaction has 
been spotty, it is'said. Neither the 
sales force nor production division 
of REO in the east has any control 
over what goes into the screen ver- 
sion of the pop radio show. Dan 
Golenpaul, who originated the air- 
wave show, has full say. Understood 
this may be modified if the picture 
company continues handling because 
of a desire to get material of more 
general audience appeal. 











He was picked up | 


| have 


was raised, no part of it was to be 
unions | 


sur- | 


| shows playing here, was rejected by 


} 

The city council voted against the | 
| proposal on advice of City Attorney | 
| Victor Keller who declared it would 
| Office & Professional 
| Guild following action taken by the 
It was pointed out that the city| Paramount Office Workers, an in- 
has a present ordinance which pro- dependent unit that has been waging 
la campaign for several months, in 


NW Allied Puts 
U. on the Pan 
For Stiff Terms 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

In a bulletin just issued, Northwest 
Allied takes a hard rap at Universal 
for latter’s alleged arbitrary dealings. 

‘Columbia and Republic, for the 
most part, have received unstinted 
and universal praise from Minnesota 
exhibitors for keeping them in busi- 
ness. These two companies from the 
very beginning have willingly com- 
plied with our statute. But angry 
and indignant exhibitors have flooded 
this office with their protests against 
Universal.’ 

Principal objections registered ap- 
ply to an alleged ‘arbitrary designa- 
tion’ of ‘In the Navy’ and ‘Hold 
That Ghost’ in the top bracket; forc- 
ing pictures and_ shorts, before 
obtaining a playdate on ‘Navy’; ‘dig- 
ging up of contracts from past sea- 
sons and requiring the exhibitor to 
pay for alleged delinquencies in or- 
der to obtain an ‘In the Navy” play- 
date; ‘unwarranted’ holdover of ‘Un- 
finished Business,’ and ‘disdain and 
unappreciation for exhibitor support 
and good will which was given to 
Universal the past several seasons 

. now that this company has a 
couple flash-in-the-pan comedians, 
who temporarily are boxoffice at- 
tractions.’ 


SCHULTE-MOORE POOL 
IN COLDWATER, MICH. 


Detroit, Dec. 2. 


Two new houses have been an- 
nounced for out-State cities here, 
|; one of which sees two present com- 
peting owners uniting on the build- 
|ing of the third theatre. . 
William Schulte, circuit 














owner, 


}and R. H. Moore, who operates the 
by FBI men and flown to N. Y. for | 


house in Coldwater, Mich., 
pooled their interests in the 
construction of a third house there. 

George Marr, theatre owner in 
Saginaw, has started construction of 
a new house to be called the Royal 
in that city. 


other 





Upped Wage Scale For 


Coast Exchange Shippers 


Los Angeles. Dec. 2. 

Film exchanges were handed a 
new two-year working agreement by 
| backroom workers requiring a mini- 
mum of $44 a week for head ship- 
pers, $38 for shippers and $32 for 
| assistants Former agreement, ex- 
piring this month, called for $38, 
$28 and $23 in their respective 
classes. 

New scale, proposed by William 
A. Ring, president of Local B-61, 
Film Exchange Employees, is under 
consideration by the exchange man- 
agers, headed by Jack Dillon, of 
20th-Fox 


N.Y. Par Office Workers 
Join White-Collar Guild 


A meeting is scheduled for tomor- 
row night (Thurs.) of the Screen 
Employees 


joining this organization. Warner 


| Bros., which has its own office work- 
;} ers organization, and RKO are not 
jas yet in the SO & PEG. 


With Par swinging to the union, 
affiliated with the CIO, representa- 
tion now also includes 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia, Metro, National Screen 
Service and the Screen Readers 
Guild. 

Plan of the Screen Publicists Guild 
to also hook up with the SO&PEG 
has been abandoned. 


‘Empire’ Makes Its Way 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Harry Sherman started his ‘Amer- 
ican Empire’ rolling in the hills 
near Kernville, Cal., with eight days 
of location shooting scheduled be- 
fore the troupe returns to the studio 
for indoor dramatics. 

Leading the gallopers in the 
mountains are Richard Dix, Preston 











Foster and Frances Gifford. 
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ALEXANDRE DUMAS’ masterpiece of adventure and romance 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS. 5». 


“™ RUTH WARRICK - AKIM TAMIROFF - J. Carrol Naish - H.B. Warner 


Directed by 


Henry Wilcoxon - John Emery - Gloria Holden - Veda Ann Borg - sregory ratot 


Screenplay by George Bruce - From a free adaptation of the Dumas story 
by George Bruce and Howard Estabrook 
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‘Ice Follies in Sock 


as usual, considerable attention. Eve 
Knight is a happy singing addition. 
Pipes nearly measure up to her out- 
standing looks. She was forced to 
beg off. Miss Knight also teams up 
with a band quartet. 

Teddy Martin is another sock song 
specialist with band while Lynn 
Lucas, the leader's younger brother, 


N.Y. Debut, 





B.0. Cleanup Seen in 20-Wk. Tour 


By JO. SCHOENFELD 


Presented by Oscar Johnson and 
Eddie & Roy Shipstad; staged and 
directed by Fanchon (& Marco); 
skating director, Fran Claudet; dance 
director, Mary Jane Lewis; original 
songs, ‘Romancing at the Mardi 
Gras,’ ‘Be Young Again, ‘My Heart 
Flies Blind,’ ‘The Devil in My An- 
gel’s Eyes’ and ‘We'll Always Be in 
re Stanley Cowan and Bobby 

orth; music arranged by George 
Hackett; orchestra under direction of 
Ernest Kratzinger; costumes, Helen 
Rose; settings, Richard Jackson. 
Presented at Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., Dec. 1-6 and, after a one- 
night layoff due to a hockey match, 
resumes Dec. 8-10, °41; $3.30 top. 

Cast: Oscar Johnson, Eddie & Roy 
Shipstad, ‘Evelyn Chandler, Bess 
Ehrhardt, Osborne Colson, Valerie & 
Jenna, Joe Rae, Phyllis & Harris 
Legg, Ruby & Bobby Maxson, Bruce 
Mapes, Bobby Widholm, Galbraith 


Bros., Mae Ross, McKellan Bros., 
Thomas Twins, Heinie Brock, 
Claudet, Frick & Frack, Papez & 


Zwack, 32 girls, 8 men in mixed en- | 


semble. 





The Shipstad and Johnson ‘Ice 
Follies’ usually represents the epit- 
ome in iceshow entertainment, and 
their 1942 edition doesn’t permit that 
reputation to relax, though, in spots, 
it’s inferior to the 41 production. On 
the whole, however, this is a star- 
tlingly beautiful and expert presenta- 
tion of a sport that has grown into 
an extremely lucrative industry. 


Per usual, the show’s own pre-; 
senters, Oscar F. Johnson and Edwin | 


H. and Roy L. Shipsiad, plus stand- 
bys like Evelyn Chandler, Bess 
Ehrhart, Bruce Mapes, Frick and 
Frack, Galbraith Brothers, Ruby and 
Bobby Maxson, Osborne Colson, 
Harris Legg and the McKellan 
Brothers, are the ‘Follies’ sock acts. 
Around them has been welded an 
unusually smooth-running unit that 
should again be a financial mopup 
throughout its 20-week coast-to- 
coast tour. The only letdowns are 
in a couple of acts, particularly the 
Thomas Twins and Mae Ross, who 
don’t measure up as skaters with the 
other specialists. Another pro- 
nounced fault is the tendency of 
several different acts to reprise each 
other’s skating tricks, especially that 
apparently ‘motionless’ movement 
across the ice. Paul Gannon’s off- 
stage vocals are none too forte; but 
his m.ec. chore is nicely done. 


However, the faults are com- 
paratively minor and overlooked in 
the welter of great blade talent, gor- 
geous costuming and extraordinary 
lighting for an arena production. 
Stanley Cowan and Bobby Worth 
have provided five original tunes 
and, while none is standout, they are 
adequate. Fanchon (& Marco) can 
take bends for the staging; ditto 
Mary Jane Lewis for the dance 
direction. 


Miss Chandler is increasingly in 
the forefront among femme skaters. 
(Monday) at the 
before a capacity crowd, 
she almost tore the joint apart with 
her late solo stunting. Her Arabian 
in themselves are vir- 
but 
she has plenty of other tricks in her 
bag that are almost as flashy ap- 


Opening night 
Garden, 


cartwheels 


tually surefire show-stoppers, 


plause-getters. 


Other standard socks are 


shade when they are on. First, in 
their own ‘Between the Raindrops 
rhythm dance, and later in the first 


half’s closing ‘Waltz Silhouette, 


they won the audience completely 
were recalled for several en- 


and 
cores and bows. 


Additional response was registered 
by the zaney Frick and Frack and 
the equally wacky McKellanm Broth- 
ers, both topnotch comedy skating | 
smooth 
skating, solo and later with Claudet 
in ‘La Jota,’ a Mexican routine, won 
plaudits, as did Bess Ehrhardt, solo 
the latter 


duos. Osborne Colson’s 


and with Roy Shipstad, 
by himself, Eddie Shipstad and John- 
son in their standard next-to-closing 
comedy routine, Heinie Brock’s 
zanyisms on the ice, the mixed ball- 
room skating team of Papez and 
Zwack, who can best be described as 
the Veloz & Yolanda of the skating 
rinks; Bobby Widholm’s elementary 
humor in comedic femme _ dress, 
which, incidentally, is a duplication 
of Eddie Shipstad’s later routine; the 
Galbraith rothers’ synchronized 
routine, and, among the highest 
scorers, Harris Legg’s fine jumping 
tricks on racing blades. His climax 
is a jump between two concentric 
hoops of fire revolving in opposite 
directions. Bruce Mapes is, naturally, 
also clicko, and a fine comedy session 
is provided by the ‘Daffy Draftees,’ 
an awkward squad bit that has Bud 
McNulty as the drill sergeant and 
eight skaters as rockie soldiers. 
Some of the production numbers 
are outstanding. The opening ‘Roy- 
alty Entertains’ is one of them, 
especially the ‘crystal ballet’ and the 
skating of Valerie and Jenna, two 
femmes. ‘Be Young again’ is excel- 


is equally effective with two out- 
standing tunes. Clyde Lucas, who's 
en? Quek eer - doing a slick job emceeing, opens 
way for the Maxsons" ie Walte band’s turn with colorful ‘Congo. 
Sithe oe ce a 12 aaa Band leader plays only one, trombone 
iinouette 1S a se ast yee i. ‘This Love Mi »? is lineu 
production sock and, while familiar, | S010. 7 ee ie pBomsem a 
is still pretty enough to bear repeat- ment of ‘Smoke Gets in Your, Eyes 
ing. ings n y Voogdt for 
Fresustion sock of the second half = B . 7 008 

is ‘Fiesta,’ a colorful interlude well The Arnolds. two males and a girl 
presented and skated, but also lety | ooker, are greatly improved over 8 
Ehrharat’s hg ened of ng - y ads L, hy RJ ate acme al Paw 
incidentally, furnishes the show its; ", ; . ; - _ 
only obvious sex appeal, Miss e- ty Ac’ sockeroo with this audi 
hardt doing a mild conga on the A . F 

blades. The finale is likewise flashy,| , Lester Y poy 4 ae — 
but very patriotic this year with a ae round out the bill He was w 

- ike 
emme tty : : 
U. S. naval motif. The entire f e Biz near capacity, and up consider- 


ensemble, 32 girls in all, plus eight 
: é » anmael ~ ably over recent weeks, at second 
men, wind up the show waving naval show Friday (28), Wear. 


ensigns following a_ well-executed or 
HIPP, BALTO 


lent, with this number paving the 








precision drill. 

Not a single production department 
should fail to get credit for a stand- 
out show, all contributing mightily, 
but the presenters themselves made 
one mistake in permitting such a 
palpable copyact like ‘Fluffy, Muffy 





Baltimore, Nov. 29. 
Dave Apollon, The Canestrellys 
(5), Gaudsmith Bros. (2), Lee Sims 


i, TA easing, Rg — and Ilomay .Bailey. Felice lIula 
dressed as cats. Goldilocks and the a (14); ‘You Belong To 


Three Bears is one predecessor, ap- 
| pearing in ‘It Happens on Ice’ at the 
Center in Radio City; another simi- 
lar act was the ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
bit in last year’s Sonja Henie arena 
show. 





A nice layout this, a bit heavy on 
the musical side but entertaining 
nevertheless. With house orch 
moved up on stage and Dave Apol- 
lon weaving in and out for emcee 
stint as well as his own niche, lay- 
out moves along at a good pace cli- 
maxed with appearance of Lee Sims 
and Ilomay Bailey for rousing finale. 

After good opening by the Cane- 
strellys, mixed quintet of balancers 
working from ladders, Apollon takes 
hold with socko mandolin whacking. 
A keen showman, he gives out with 
elaborately improvised  arrange- 
ments of ‘Dark Eyes,’ ‘2 Guitars’ and 
‘Stardust,’ after which he sells his 
tricky, simultaneous mandolin and 
piano playing to a surefire response. 
Brings on unbilled lad for Latin vo- 
cals, nicely rendered and good for 
smart foiling by Apollon. Former 





TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 29. 
Bell’s ‘Hawaiian Follies’ (10), Ted 
& Art Miller, Tom O’Neal, Lila Wil- 
liams, Herb Six House Orch (9); 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ (U). 





House is resuming its established 
policy of combining standard acts 
with local production and relies on 
the Bell troupe for half the show and 
most of the marquee sirength. By 
comparison with units Tower has of- 
fered in past few weeks, this show 





leaves a large gap. Despite a matinee 
miss-out and attendant difficulties of 
staging show, by Friday evening it 
had boiled’ down to a fairly compact 
48 minutes. 

Tom O’Neal is spotted as the 
opener to deliver some slight chatter 
and a harmonica. rendition of ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ before filling the niche 
as m.c. to bring on Lila Williams, 
amateur winning contortionist juve. 
She’s followed by Ted and Art Miller 
duo in turn of light chatter, with 
latter playing deadpan foil to Ted’s 
straight work, which was hampered 
at the Friday shows by his laryngitis. 
Show to this point is front stage, Bell 
troupe taking over full platform for 
last 28 minutes. 

Of the Bell Hawaiians four are 
femmes who lead the doings with 
native dances. Five men make up a 
basic string musical group, with bass 
player tossing in a couple of vocals 
the while he plucks the viol. Bell 
himself roams the stage and handles 
the m.c.ing. “Trade Winds,’ ‘Hono- 
lulu’ and ‘Hawaiian War Chant’ are | 








naturals as specialties for this outfit} 
and they use them all building the 


' 


looks well and has a nice manner, 
but needs work and stage presence. 
Gaudsmith Bros. follow with their 
standard, neat comedy routine em- 
ploying their French poodles. Vets 
know how to time and build a laugh, 
making for a solid spot and paving 
the way perfectly for closing niche 
of Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey. 
Sims is in a class by himself in 
accomping at the piano. Miss Bailey 
(Mrs. Sims) sings and handles an- 
nouncements smartly. Duo gives out 
with arrangements of “You and I’ a 
French ditty, a unique workout of 
‘Tea For Two,’ and, as a rousing 
clincher, ‘Rhapsody in Blue.” Act 
tied up matters solidly when caught. 
Biz okay. Burm, 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 





Kansas City, Nov. 29. 
Jackie Green, Rollet & Dorothea, 
Randall Sisters (3), Lang & Lee, 
Williams Trio, Mary Graham Minor 
Girls (16), Eddie Schulz House Orch 


| (12) Gene Moore; ‘Her First Beau’ 


the 
Maxsons, that showy little mixed 
team that puts everything else in the 


last into a fale. As a stage attrac- | 
tion this outfit is a bit different, but | 
its calibre is not too high, as for in- | 





The calibre of the Mainstreet’s 
stance the wide variation between its | St@g¢ presentation this week is an 
‘Hawaiian War Chant’ and the|!™provement over anything the 
smooth version of the Merry Macs | hOuse has offered since reopening a 
in the film current at the house. | month ago. While this 67 minutes is 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ is of little use |St!ll no great shakes as a rounded 
to the canopy, but rates as average | Stage production it’s good entertain- 


strength here. Quin. 


> 


‘| STRAND, BROOKLYN 





Ritz Bros. (3), Clyde Lucas Orch 
(15) with Eve Knight, Lynn Lucas, 
Johnny DeVoogdt, Arnolds (3), 
Lester Oman; ‘9 Lives Are Not 
Enough’ (WB). 





It’s ‘homecoming’ week for the Ritz 
Brothers, Strand stressing the fact 
that the three boys are Brooklyn’s 
;own—and audience went for it 
|heavily. But the Clyde Lucas unit 
| actually makes the show because the 
zany funsters aren’t on long enough 
to implant the outstanding impres- 
sion, 

The three Ritz boys sock over 
fairly much the same material they 
originated in vaudeville and em- 
ployed in films. It’s apparently a 
better-rounded act than that they 
used the last time they were on east- 
ern vaude personals. They seem to 
lean more on warbling for the de- 
sired results. The Italian song-dance 
trio is used for an opener while their 











|ment, and continuation of this trend 
j}will help subdue some of the 
(lethargy the b.o. is encountering. 
Some eredit for this improvement is 
due to Jackie Green, who keeps 
| things moving at mec, and other 
-credits are divided between the tal- 
ent and the production staff. 

Principal gain in this ‘Manhattan 
| Merry-Go-Round’ is in pace and con- 
}tinuity, which is vastly improved 
;Over previous shows, although the 
running time could stand a bit of 
| Steaming down. Leadoff by the line 
|in a cocktail number is followed by 
ithe three Williams youngsters har- 
monizing, a product of the amateur 
night tryouts. Lang and Lee get the 
call to toss about balls and Indian 
clubs, intermixing some chatter by 
male partner. 

‘Tonight We Love’ is a musical 
entry for the line to trip off a ballet 
to subdued swing as an opening for 
the terp turn of Rollet and Dorothea. 
Pair work out in a gaucho whip 
dance and later in a ‘symphony in 
rags,’ both of which are first rate, 


; and begin to step up the pace of the 


last half of the show. Randall Sis- 
ters, singing threesome, keep it going 





‘Seven White and Seven Dwarfs’ rou- 
tine from their film, ‘Kentucky | 
Moonshine,’ is the midway laugh! 
boys, while one leads the band and| 
the other conducts the former’s | 
vocalizing, is sturdy enough to be de- 
veloped further. Crowd here couldn’t 
get enough of them. | 

Lucas aggregation, last in New 
York at the Broadway Strand in| 
August, is pretty much the same, | 
with the band’s specialists receiving, | 





fillip. Operatic ballading by one of} 


with a quartet of harmonized pop 
songs before Green finishes with his 
own turn at, singing impersonations. 
As m.c. up to this part Green’s banter 
and chatter with the acts ties show 
together and his closing spree of 
satirical impressions of such names 
as Cohan, Jolson, Jessel and Cantor 
carries on the pace he began. 
Highland swing by the line, with 
the Randalls leading on vocals, rings 
down the curtain. Film entry is also 
an improvement and house due for 
steady trade this week. Quin, 


| electric 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Archie Robbins, Roxyettes, Rich- 
ard Lane, Eqvillo Bros. (2), Trixie, 
Buck & “Bubbles, Paul Ash House 
Orch; ‘You Belong to Me,’ reviewed 
in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 26. 





Plenty of variety, presented with 
considerable showmanship, aided by 
the generally excellent talent, de- 
scribes the show at the Roxy this 
week. 

As usual, Archie Robbins is the 
general factotum as ‘host’ of the 
theatre’s presentation policy, and 
he’s on and off throughout the pro- 
ceedings in the standard m.c. style. 

The variety aspect of the bill is 
best exemplified in the type of 
turns. They are Buck and Bubbles 
in their standard comedy, song and 
dance; Equillo Bros. (2) (New Acts), 
singing acrobats; Richard Lane (New 


Acts), ventriloquist, and _ Trixie, 
juggler. 

Buck and Bubbles are the bill’s 
headliners and they still retain 


much of their former selling ability, 
going over strongly with the Friday 
night (28) mob at the last show. As 
usual, the taller of the colored pair 
is the focal point in his singing of 
pops, with the shorter one at the 
piano, and they mix in some com- 
edy dancing. 

Trixie, juggler, is by now stand- 
ard, but still surefire with her s.a. 
brand of manipulating the balls. The 
topper to her turn, of course, re- 
mains in her receiving a thrown 
ball from the audience and, catching 
it on a stick clenched between her 
teeth. It’s a type of routine that 
Bob Ripa, for one, has used in his 
juggling turn to considerable suc- 
cess. 

The house line, Gae Foster Roxy- 
ettes, are in three numbers that they 
do with their usual effectiveness, 
and Paul Ash’s house orchestra 
neatly accompanies the acts from 
the stage. 

Biz just fair at the last showing 
Friday (28). Naka. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 29. 
Lawrence Welk Orch (13) with Jo 
Ann Hubbard & Jane Walton, Jay & 
Lou Seiler, Dean Murphy; ‘Unholy 
Partners’ (M-G). 








In these parts the Welk orchestra, 
hailing from nearby South Dakota, 
has built up a considerable follow- 
ing among the more conservative 
swing fans and sweetmusic devotees. 
This is its second Orpheum engage- 
ment; it also has played the swanky 
Minnesota Terrace nitery and sev- 
eral ballroom engagements here. On 
this occasion it probably suffers at 
the boxoffice from an overabundance 
of stage band entertainment, four 
bands in less than two months being 
perhaps too much for the fans. 
Vaudeville support, also, is not up 
to the usually high standard at this 
house, with lack of strong screen as- 
sistance and b.o. lull that goes with 
the approach of Christmas also being 
factors. 

Boogie woogie addicts, of course, 
will find the Welk music unexciting, 
but for the average, more normal in- 
dividual it has a pleasant rhythmic 
quality, with the stress on Welk’s 
own accordion, an electric organ and 
piano interpolations giving it an in- 
dividuality and lilt that make it 
highly listenable. Arrangements of 
the more popular sweeter numbers 
of the past few years are distinctive 
and in a restrained mood. Welk him- 
self is a friendly emcee. 

Orchestra’s theme, ‘Bubbles in the 
Wine,’ calls for audiencegreeting ap- 
plause. Starter is a swing arrange- 
ment of ‘Poet and Peasant.’ Then 
Jo Ann Hubbard, one of the band’s 
two girl singers, warbles ‘Make Be- 
lieve’ nicely. Jerry Burke at the 
piano and Tommy Sheridan at the 
organ hit it off well with 
their “Tea for Two’ conception, and 
Welk puts over ‘Canadian Capers’ on 
the accordion. 

First of the two supplementary 
acts are Jay and Lou Seiler, who 
devote too much time to not-too- 
funny clowning and not enough to 
their ‘eccentric precision dancing, 
which is unusual and praiseworthy. 


Their antics on semi-circular skiis | 


lend novelty to the act. 

Everett Olson, Minnesotan with 
the band, solos on the violin with a 
‘When a Gypsy Makes His Violin 
Cry.” Bill Kaylor, one of the musi- 
clans, exhibits a first-rate baritone 
on “Time Was.’ A snappy band med- 
ley includes snatches of ‘Elmer’s 
Tune,’ ‘World on Fire’ (with some 
yeoman trumpeting by Leo Fortin) 
and ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo.’ 
_Jane Walton, the band’s featured 
singer, is attractive and possesses a 
better voice than one usually finds 
with an en of this pe. 
She is heard to advantage in ‘You 
and I,’ a Mexican number called 
“Noche De Ronda’ and ‘My Sunshine.’ 
As a lone concession to the jive 
hounds, Red Howe beats up the 
drums during a jazz arrangement of 
‘Little Spanish Town.’ 

Dean Murphy, of course, is tops 
as a mimic, but he has played this 
house a number of times during the 
past several seasons, and his ma- 
terial and routine remain pretty 
much the same. 

A well-filled lower floor at the 
second Saturday afternoon show (29). 





Rees. 


STATE, N. Y. 


(‘SWEATER GIRL REVUE’) 





Peter Lind Hayes, Dick Baldwin, 
June Preisser, Ann Nagel, June 
Storey, Mary Healy, Barbara Pep- 
per, Charlie Stuart & Billy Taylor, 
Kim Loo Sisters (3), Ruby Zwerl- 
ing’s pit orch; ‘Appointment for 
Love’ (U). 





For* concrete proof that sweaters 
are not always worn for warmth—a 
visit to the State is recommended. 
No woolen garments were ever better 
showcased. In other words, what’s 
goose for the Hays office is apple- 
sauce for the stage show houses while 
this display of emphasized pulchri- 
tude is on tour. 

June Preisser, a peach-skinned 
little blonde with nifty physical eur- 
vatures; Anne Nagel, Mary Healy, 
June Storey and Barbara Pepper all 
have the wherewithal to stand out in 
a sweater. They make it the unit’s 
closing flash, coming on in the knit- 
ted emphasizers and giving the audi- 
ence front and profile views just be- 
fore the final curtain. In their stints 
up ahead in evening gowns the girls 
give promise of what’s to come in 
the sweaters, which makes that clos- 
ing flash ail the more a teaser. 

Plus the figures and s.a. appeal, the 
kids for the most part have talent. 
Miss Preisser, who had plenty of 
vaude experience when teamed 
with her sister Cherry, does a good 
acrobatic specialty; Miss Healy, also 
a looker, who is Mrs. Peter Lind 
Hayes, is fine in a dramatic rendition 
of ‘The Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square,’ following this with ‘Let’s 
Get Away From It All’ and ‘This 
Love of Mine;’ Miss Nagel does a 
dramatic bit with Hayes out of ‘Night 
Must Fall’ that’s well acted on her 
part, but not on Hayes’; Miss Storey 
has a love-making bit with Dick 
Baldwin that’s pretty tired, while 
Barbara Pepper, especially curva- 
cious, does a comedy love-making bit 
with Baldwin, Charlie Stuart and 
Billy Taylor that’s more Minsky than 
Loew’s, but okay for laughs. 

Hayes, son of Grace Hayes, the 
former vaude veteran, is the unit’s 
m.c., plus throwing in some good 
imitations and an overlong drunk 
bit. He milked the latter Thursday 
(27) to the point of audience nausea, 
Baldwin is in almost strictly for at- 
mosphere, and the atmosphere is 
very stiff. 

Two good stage acts are with the 
unit here, first the Kim Loo Sisters, 
three Oriental harmonizers of good 
voice, Their initial appearance is in 
evening gowns. Later, they also 
come out in sweaters. 

Charlie Stuart and Billy Taylor are 
in a nice spot here with their com- 
edy, working virtually throughout 
the unit and getting across. Both are 
stage troupers, Taylor once being the 
most promising juvenile on Broad- 
way, and their experience counts in 
adding some laughs to this unit. 

Biz was okay opening night and 
it’s probable many of the women in 
tne audience rushed from the theatre 
to a knitting store. Scho. 





APOLLO, N. Y. 





Lionel Hampton Orch (16) with 
Sonny Graven, Ruble Blakey, Illinois 
Jacket, Billie Holiday; Peters Sisters 
(3), Joyner & Foster, Big Time Crip; 
‘Gentleman from Dixie’ (Mono). 





Lionel Hampton aggregation is the 
hottest band spotted into this colored 
entertainment emporium in weeks, 
It uncorks a sizzling, pulse-quicken- 
ing tempo in the ‘Flying Home’ nume 
ber that stopped the show at pere 
formance caught. 

‘Flying Home’ starts out as a mild, 
not very melodious tune and builds 
into a wild jam session. Illinois 
Jacket, sax, impresses from the first. 
Jacket, up front at the mike, first 
|lends momentum to the session which 
| soon _ Sees cornets and trombones 
swaying and swinging and, at show 
caught, the audience stomping. 

Customers got steamed up to ex- 
tent where Hampton was obliged to 
cool ’em off with a slightly milder 
encore, and even then Billie Holiday, 
talented songstress, experienced a 
little difficulty getting under way 
next on the lineup. 

For the finale Hampton panicked 

the mob again with his stint on the 
xylophone, followed by a specialty on 
the drums where the leader demon- 
strated considerable skill. Sonny 
Graven, trombone soloist, fares mode 
erately well earlier in the ‘Mush- 
mouth’ number while Ruble Blakey, 
band vocalist, comes through fairl 
well with a couple of pops, ‘You an 
I’ and ‘Tonight We Love.’ 
_ Miss Holiday, in a tough spot try- 
ing to follow the ‘Flying Home’ num- 
ber, nonetheless managed to chalk up 
excellent returns merited by her 
distinctive torch style. Cashed in 
with such tunes as ‘Jim’ and ‘I’ve Got 
It Bad,’ with other selections also 
good. 

Colored stage show as a whole 
plays well this week. Every turn 
counts, with weaker acts properly 
kept down on running time. Big 
Time Crip, one-legged hoofer using 
crutch, stays barely three minutes. 
He’s been around, but isn’t listed in 
“Variety’s’ files; hence, he’s covered 
more extensively under New Acts. 


(Continued on page 27) 
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490 EXHIBITORS 


to see Paramount’ 
“Loutsiana Purchase ! 


The Normandie Theatre in New York seats 589 persons. 


























Paramount scheduled its New York trade showing of 
“Louisiana Purchase” at the Normandie. But when 11 





a.m. Friday—screening time—came around, every seat 
was filled and THERE WERE 450 EXHIBITOR STANDEES! 
And they all remained to applaud the fade-out! 





The answer? Word’s gone around the industry that in 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” Paramount has served up a 
holiday show that has EVERYTHING. NAMES? Bob Hope; 
Vera Zorina; Victor Moore; Irene Bordoni; Dona Drake; 
Raymond Walburn! TUNES? Irving Berlin’s best! GALS? 
A hundred Louisiana Lovelies—the Cream of the Crop! 
STORY? Buddy DeSylva’s Broadway hit, translated to 
the screen under his own supervision! Slick direction 





by Irving Cummings; the finest Technicolor ever exposed! 


Read the trade raves; a few excerpts appear at right 
for your convenience. Then you'll know Paramount's 
not WISHING you but BRINGING you a Happy New Year! 
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TALK ABOUT T NEW YEARS! 








“How about celebrat- “There’s also anin- “I guess 1 know what. “Of course! The best of 
ing the holiday at teresting PROBLEM you want! Some- them all! Mickey Rooney, 
a nice HISTORICAL picture we could thing gay, peppy, with Judy Garland in ‘Babes 
picture?” go to.” music!” on Broadway’!”’ 
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Above: T he rousing 24-sheet Aus its gay ‘ene 


400 Prints for Happy Holiday Bookings! 





The first trade show of “Babes on Broadway” con- 
firms everything you’ve heard! The news is sweeping 
every Film Row like wildfire! A fortune in receipts, 
a fortune in patron joy awaits 400 lucky theatres 
~at New Years! Be friendly to your public with The 
Friendly Company’s “Babes on Broadway!” 
















CORRECTION! 


M-G-M Trade Showing “Babes On Broad- 
way”.—The new date is December Sth. 
(Dec. 2nd for New York and New Jersey 
|| Districts). 
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(Continued from page 24) 
Joyner and Foster, comics costumed 
as Army rookies, held stage with 
mild patter for approximately seven 

inutes. 
Mn peters Sisters, hefty colored song | 
and dance trio, garnered a few! 
laughs with terping efforts. A stand- 
ard turn, the girls open with ‘Russian | 
Lullaby,’ followed with solo entitled | 
‘Embraceable You,’ by smallest of | 
the three. Gershwin tune goes over 
well, trio then scoring again with 
‘Spank the Plank’ number. Mori. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. 
Roscoe Ates (2), Capt. John Tie- 
bor’s Seals, Jack Levere (2). Lee 
Donn, Emil & Evelyn, Peggy O'Neill 
Line (12), Charles Kaley House 
Orch (13); ‘Look Who’s Laughing 
(RKO). 


Holding a flick for a third week 
with a new stage show, always a| 
tough break for acts, is the case this | 
sesh, but despite sparse population at) 
opener, bill chalked up an okay | 
response. 

Following house line, ice-breaker | 
is Emil and Evelyn, boy-girl hand- | 
to-hand acro team also using a/! 
teeterboard. Lifts are smooth, gal 
looks nice and pair earned a callback, | 
nice going under circumstances. Ci 

Lee Don, billed as having done a! 
command performance before four | 
kings simultaneously, deuces with his 
intricate ivory pounding. Chap’s| 
technique indicates he could churn) 
out some really beautiful piano, but | 
being a good showman he plays to) 
the mob with keyboard-shaking stuff 
that gets "em every time. Bill con- 

















| formers the show has to move at a 
|merry clip to fit into an hour, and 


Darlene Walders, easy - working 
hoofer, and John Leopold, as m.c., 
fit themselves into the flashy produc- 
tion numbers, of which a lamp post 
_— and the ‘Illusion de Paris’ are 
ops. 

With the large number of per- 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Dick Gilbert's ‘Havana Fiesta’ with 
Ciro Rimac Orch (12), Charley Boy, 
Estrelita, Miechita, Sans-Souci 
Dancers (6), Alzira Camargo, Harry 
Savoy, Desi Arnaz; Shorts & News- 


it registered big Saturday night (29), reels. 


when caught. Pool. 


NATIONAL, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 29. 
‘45 Minutes from Broadway’ with 
Tommy Hanlon, Nellie Clark, Al 
DeClercq; Exrotiques, Terry Stone & 
Victor Ben, Guy Laurin & Ginger, 
Judy Starr, Jimmy Ainscough Orch; 
‘Hurricane Smith’ (Rep). 





With Latin tempo on the upbeat 
all around, it’s no surprise that the 
jive-loving Flatbush clientele goes 
for this combination of Havana hot 
stuff headed by Dick Gilbert, WOV, 
N. Y., record jockey. It’s a long 
layout (approximately 100 minutes) 
with a few dull moments, but, as a 
whole, it’s a satisfying session, re- 
plete with comedy, good dancing and 
the okay music of Ciro Rimac’s band. 

Gilbert is doing his regular WOV 
evening broadcasts from the theatre, 
during which he injects his own 
vocals into the spinning of pop 
records; it jazzes up the pace of each 
day’s last show. He doesn’t come on 
until it’s half over, Rimac taking 
over the m.c.ing up to that time. 
Gilbert's broadcasts are from back- 
Stage, station having set up special 
equipment for him. 

Opening with a negative session of 
voodoo dancing in one by the Sans- 
Souci Dancers, a meaningless piece 
of business that had this audience 
looking at one another in bewilder- 
ment, scene shifts to a _ tastefully 
lighted, palm tree-decorated full stage 
for Rimac’s four sax, two trumpet, 
five rhythm combo, this setting re- 
maining thereafter. Initial portion is 
devoted to various personalities with 
the band, a lively, actionful, enter - 
taining group. 

Saxist Charley Boy, Rimac’s son, 
displays nimble hoofery alone, with 
Rimac and with Miechita. Best 
dance routines, however, are done 
by Rimac and Estrelita, a particu- 
larly well done version of the samba, 
and the Sans Souci group in a 





Stage shows are hitting their stride 
at this spot, and what looked like an 
uncertain venture at the beginning 
is now shaping into a strong local 
entry. Management evidently took 
the band off the old bankroll this 
week, bringing in Judy Starr, with 
a rep as vocalist with Vallee and 
various name bands. 


Gal really gives the local patrons 
an eyeful of cute femininity and 
knows how to deliver novelty songs 
in sock style. Had ’em pounding 
their palms plenty for her rendition 
of “Where You Are,’ ‘Mean To Me,’ 
‘3 Little Fishies’ and ‘Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love.’ Gal might in- 
clude a new tune or so, just to keep 
from being dated, but type of patrons 
here, typically family time, ate up 
everything Miss Starr dished out. 

Terry Stone ard Victor Ben, tap- 
sters and acro dancers, work hard 
and score on two appearances. Guy 
Laurin and Ginger, lad giving out on 
various musical instruments, clarinet, 
sax, bass clarinet, and the like, and 
femme sticking to the squeeze box, 
give the patrons a fast, loud, and en- 


on stilts. Youngsters need a revised 
routine to sell their straight tapping 
better, but, generally, they’re very 
capable. 

Stuart Morgan Dancers, in the 
trey, keep ‘em thrilled by their 
adagio that has the girl zooming 
through long-range flights across 
stage and landing in near-impossible 
eatches. Quartet is plenty smooth. 

Novelty act is Roy Davis, deuce, in 
his unique mugging impressions of 
such performers as Danny Kaye, 
Cyril Smith and Bonnie Baker. 
Working in front of a phonograph. 
Davis mugs and cavorts in unison 
with the sound effects, delivering 
astounding, authentic impressions. 
Davis broke in here two years ago. 
His new number, impersonating 
Danny Kaye singing ‘Dinah,’ is a pip. 

Larry Flint’s house band, on stage 
this week, comes through with a 
commendable musical = job 
for the performers. Ox. 





Unit Review 











Karston’s Show of 1942 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 29. 


Balabanows (3), Al & Margie 
Calvin, Wilfred Mae Trio, Hector and 
Pals, Six Brucettes, Line (8), George 
Cooper’s Band (6); ‘Blonde from 
Singapore’ (Col). 








Karston’s ‘Show of 1942’ is a 
snappy, well-paced unit, and though 
it leans toward the muscle depart- 
ment, it succeeds in pleasing local 
customers. Practically everybody 
but the stagehands are turning cart- 
wheels before it gets off. 

The Wilfred Mae trio opens with a 
fast, hoop-juggling act that pleases. 
Act moves at a fast pace, with best 
bits being tossing hoops and making 





New Acts 


POWERS MODELS (4) 

Elnora Hayes, Irmgard Dawson, Pa- 
tricia Donnelly, Lillian O’Donnell 

Singers 

Stork Club, N, Y. 

Sherman Billingsley, boniface of 
the Stork, who certainly does things 
different, such as telling his bands to 
play fast—‘because it excites the 
customers to drink faster’—or has 
girl vocalists in tears, pulls the latter 
stunt with his four singing Powers 
Models. Their chores are really inci- 
dental as they croon pops alternately 
with Pat Barbara’s orchestra. Latter 
maestro is successor to and alumnus 
of Sonny Kendis’ combo, and now 
heads the major dansapation, aug- 
mented over the weekend by Fausto 
Curbelo’s tango-rhumbaists. This 
latter, incidentally, is a switch for 
Billingsley, who figured that smart 
boites like Chez Stork paced the 
Latin pattern, and now it’s about 
time to put emphasis on forthright 
American jazzique, with only oc- 
casional switches into the one-two- 
three-kick department. However, 
this has been modified by addition of 
Curbelo to augment Barbara. 


As for the Powers Singing Models 
—no connection with the vaude turn 
of that billing—it’s a good glamour 
touch for a class cafe like the Stork. 
The girls come to the mike in se- 
quence for the vocal interludes and 
vocalize acceptably even if none 
manifests anything socko. 


Incidentally, since this stunt, Helen 
(Molly) Horton, socialite daughter of 
the Chauncey Todd Hortons of Gar- 
den City, L. L, has been added as 
another vocalist with Barbara’s unit. 
Like Ann Kiess and other socialite 
warblers at the Stork, she’s adequate 
and, at the same time, lends a dis- 
tinctive touch. Abel. 











tinues to build, with Jack Levere in |tertaining 10 minutes. Male garnered 
trey. Affecting flawless gay "90s garb, | laughs with various sizes and shapes 
Levere mixes patter with his port-| of hats and his goofy clowning, com- 


smooth hit to ‘Beguine,’ all in a beau- 
tifully lighted band background. 





them land on a string along with 
turning a couple of hoops into jit- 
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able rig for sock laugh returns. Ex- 
cellent timing of gags and chair- 
balancing on the bar stamped this) 
one as a winner here from the first | 
moment, Bustled femme stooge also) 
helps. 


Following band solo of ‘And So It 
Ended’ (plugged in connection with 
the Examiner's giveaway of tune), | 
Roscoe Ates takes over. Screen comic | 
wears the ranch roustabout getup of | 
film familiarity, stuttering out a/| 
string of bluish gags for okay returns. | 
Then goes into a card-trick routine | 
with an unbilled femme, after which | 
he clowns with trombone and violin. 
Ates displays an easy stage presence 
not usually associated with film 
guesters and dishes out a satisfying 
act which lands. 

Closer sustains the pace, John Tie- 
ber’s seal trio having, in addition to 
natural animal appeal, some new 
stuff, including flipper-to-flipper ac- 
robatics. Fish-eaters reveal distinc- 
itve personalities as well as talent, | 
and should do okay anywhere. Line 
winds things up with a neat flash. 

Wern. 


} 





Detroit, Nov. 29. 
‘Folies Bergere’ with Cass Daley, 
Gene Sheldon, Lalage, Lucienne & 
Ashour, Andre Ratoucheff’s Midgets, 
4 Algerians, John Leopold, Darlene 
Walders, Helene Mae, Little Fred and 
His Football Dogs, Folies Line (18), 

House Orch, (12) ‘Skylark’ (Par). 





Detroit doesn’t see enough vaude- 
ville any more to know if it’s good 
or bad, but from the response Clif- 
ford C. Fischer's ‘Folies’ is catching 
headed by Cass Daley and Gene 
Sheldon, plus enough cogventional | 
material to string it out for the hour, 
the Michigan hasn’t gotten off badly 
with its resumption of stage shows 
It’s pulling strong biz, nobody seems 
to feel it isn’t great stuff and it has 
fast pace and elaborate dressing. 
The emphasis is on the comedy, 
with Miss Daley’s broad burlesque 
registering highly, particularly in her 
‘Lament of the Laundry Maid’; and 
Sheldon next in appreciation with 
his pantomimicry, his hand-sewing 
specialty leaving them wanting more. 
There’s also plenty crowded into the 
show to build up to its two major 
turns. 


_ While the production numbers are 
in the French flavor, and the chorus 
ls undressed in the best taste (and 
that’s possible), about the only place 
along the other acts that one finds | 
the title carried out is in the Apache 
number of Lucienne and Ashour, | 
who click best when the art deviates 
from the usual pattern of such num- 
bers and she starts throwing him 
around. Little Andre Ratoucheff car- | 
Ties over the flavor of ‘Chauve 
Souris’ when his midgets perform 
their ‘Parade of the Wooden Sol- 
diers.’ 

In line with the regular type of 
stage shows, but more than adequate, 
are Lalage, who climaxes with 51 
hand turns in her aerial act: the | 
Four Algerians, who have a Morocco | 
flavor with their brief tumbling and 
Little Fred and his football dogs, 
who smash balloons and for a nice 
bit, knock down the back fly to ex- 
Pose sundry chorines in still more 
undress for an added laugh. Both 
Miss Mae, who does the solo so: 


iss, 


| spine-tingling 


| been 


ing on finally with a gigantic Mexi- 
can sombrero. 

House line, The Exotiques make 
several appearances, but routines are 
standard. Stock players Al DeClercg, 
Nellie Clark, Tommy Hanlon, Vi 
Shaffer and Rex Moad walk through 

tab version of ‘45 Minutes from 
Broadway,’ and the audience evi- 
dently enjoyed the dialog as some- 
thing pretty corny and old timey. 
Plenty of booing and ribbing from 
the shelf, as the players delivered 
the trite lines in a serious manner. 

House orch directed by Jimmy 
Ainscough, is okay delivering sock 
accompaniments, with leader pacing 
the show in swell style. 

Show caught, second performance 
Saturday (29), had full house. 

Hold. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Now. 30. 
Billy De Wolfe, Val Setz, Adriana 
& Charley, Richard & Carson, Marlyn 
Stuart, 3 Harmoniacs, Charley Shay 





|House Orch; ‘The Feminine Touch’ 


i(M-G). 


— 





For the Olympia’s Thanksgiving | 


whoop-de-doo Manager Al Weiss has 


blueplate entertainment special, with 

the flicker as the entree and a 

palatable array of well-seasoned 
irns as the aperitif 
Currently aé_ fugitive 


Rainbow Room, N. Y., 


the 
De 


from 
Billy 


| Wolfe provides both the wicket im- 


petus and the comedy highlight. He 
is an exceedingly clever mime and 
satirist, easily accomplishing the 
transition from a class nitery to a 
mass vaudfilmer. Wolfe’s _ boffy 
comedy is smart, yet not too much 
so to be above the heads of the 
average family house coterie. He’sa 
how! from blowoff to bowoff. <A 
|tuneful trio, the Harmoniacs, are 
highly accomplished mouth organ 
ists. and likewise clicky 


Currently doubling from the Five 
O'Clock Club, Richard and Carson 
are feather-footed terpers whose im- 
pressions of various cinema person- 


ages tripping the light fantastic are 
skillfully sketched and ably done 
Val Setz is a standard comedy 


juggler, his manual manipulations 
being considerably more impressive 
than his audible output. Latter is 
very tired 


dove into the net from the tent cen- 
ter poles. Now the pitch is reversed, 
with the net serving as a spring 


With the big top folded for the 
winter, Adriana and Charley have 
taken to the boards with a portable 
{spring net. Circus acros formerly | 


board from which they soar up into | 


the flies accomplishing variety of 
spins and twists en 
transport. It’s quite spectacular. 

A luscious looking lass, Marlyn 
Stuart is a former model who has 
warbling at a beach nitery. 


las one of the best of the local season. 


Estrelita also does a quaint comedy 
bit that was well liked and Miechita 
comes up with a castanet sequence 


terbugs. [Raymond Wilbert is gen- 
erally credited with originating this 
4 type of hoop juggling—Ed.jJ Mae 
that rates highly. _ handles heavy juggling assignments, 
Aizira Camargo, singer, sports a! with man and girl assistants nothing 
tall, fiowered, head-dress during her | more than stooges. 
several Latin tunes, done in fair voice The Balabanows give the best per- 
and sold well. She uses ‘I Want My | formance with their accordion turn, 
Mama,’ ‘Cuckoo,’ an audience-par-| keeping act at fast pace and with 
ticipation number that almost got out | plenty of novelty. Brothers also ac- 
of hand, winding up with neat re- | company instrumentally, sister Anna, 
turns. who returns for so-so tap solo. 
Gilbert takes the reins at the start| Brother Valentine also does neat 
of Harry Savoy’s bit. Latter, now on/acros. Al and Margie Calvin are 
Schaefer Beer air’show, and a vaude/| pleasing in a comic turn. Pair goes 
vet, is just what layout needs at this| through standard slapstick dancing 
point as relief from the bonga-bang-| and winds up with an Apache bur- 
ing. His double-talk and fast patter | lesk that is socko. r 
with a blonde foil clicks solidly,| Hector amd His Pals, dog act, 
though it’s tinged with blue here and | draws heavy on plaudits with stand- 
there. Lot of his stuff is strong for|ard turn. Hector contributes patter 
bellylaughs and would be better if!and mumerous gags. The Six 
he’d weed out some of the chaff that | Brucettes, Amazons, form the bul- 
doesn’t register. Caps it all with zany | wark of the line and do an acro turn 
imitations. on their own. Although act is a 
Desi Arnaz is a lively personality | bit amateurish at times, girls com- 














|fashion and went over solidly when | 
| caught. 


whipped up a thoroughly satisfying | an old gag. 


on stage. Good looking, weli-built,| bine muscles and a hefty type of 
he has a wealth of charm for the| beauty to please with a snappy gun 
femmes. He handles himself and | routine, a two-gal balance turn and 


Uses ‘South American Way,’ 
‘Rancho Grande’ ‘Spic and Spanish.’ | 
‘Babalu’ and goes through a short 
bit with Gilbert, offering a switch on 

















projects his melodies in crisp, fresh a pyramid finale, along with hand: 
springs and other acros. The girls 
double in line and are pleasing in 
standard routines. 

George Cooper’s band backs up 
acts nicely from stage. Fair house 
on show caught. Just. 

Gilbert himself sings an unbilled : 
— in English and Spanish just be- 
ore Savoy, and follows it with ‘1/#} 
Yi Yi,’ whose lyrics imply his liking Woods-Kobak 
for Brooklynites. His vocals are fair, | : ; 
and he overcomes his apparent = Continued from page —_— a 
nervousness for a neat spiel job at! through them to the present NBC 
the mike. Wood. | board. 
, aac Sidney Strotz this week was trans- 
KEITH’S, BOSTON | ferred from the program vice presi- 
hr |dency of NBC after a i4-month 
Boston. Nov. 28 tenure. He succeeded John Royal 
Rollo and Verna Pickert, Roy | Just over a year ago and is in turn 
Davis, Stuart Morgan Dancers (4), | succeeded by his chief aide and fel- 
Wally Brown with Annette Ames,| low Chicagoan, Clarence L. Menser. 
Martha Raye, Larry Flint House! Latter will be program manager of 
Band; ‘Weekend for 3’ (RKO). NBC with the question of any fur- 
: 3 , ther title left open. The Red and 
Martha Raye, back again after four Blue already 
years’ local absence, is again knock- heads 


gram Phillips Carlin and 


have individual pro- | 


EQUILLO BROS. (2) 
Acrobatics-Singing 
10 Mins. 

Rexy, N. Y¥. 

Here is a sock act for either vaude- 
ville or niteries. 

The Equillos have a showmanly 
presentation of their difficult acro- 
batics, starting in a novel manner by 
sauntering onto the stage in full- 
dress attire and singing a ballad. It 
gives the first impression that they’re 
strictly a singing act. And the voices 
are good enough to give credence to 
that idea. 

After a couple of moments of war- 
bling at the mike, however, they 
strip to black shorts and go into their 
acros, all the while continuing the 
same tune. The windup finds them 
getting back into their original at- 
tire, which they’ve deposited with 
two of the line girls, and walking off 
on the tune’s final chord in much 
the same manner in which they first 
come on. 

The first-night crowd wert for 
them big. Naka, 


LESTER OMAN 
Puppeteer 
7 Mins. 
Strand, Brookiyn 

Lester Oman has been around for 
some time with his marionettes, 
which he now bills as ‘his little 
| people,’ but he’s not in the New Act 
files. He differs from usual presenta- 
tion of puppets, being shown in the 
spotlight full length pulling the 
|strings, with the spot narrowing 
'down entirely to the marionettes as 
he starts manipulating the colored 
| jitterbug stepper. Skeleton dance, 
| with the elongated skeleton covered 
| with phosphorescent paint, is a trim 
| novelty as the different limbs appear 
|to come apart while dancing. 

Little old lady doll gives a change 
of pace. Finule is a girl drum major, 
la bit stilted, but mops up when the 
puppet starts twirling her baton, 
| Okay for niteries or vaudeville. 
Wear. 





——————_ 


ing the customers for a loop with | BIG TIME CRIP 

her socko delivery of ongs. ad lil Billy Hillpot, respectively. ae . 

ea ie Nat nt ve a es 26h ee 7 : _ «, . | Dancing and Song 

and _ horseplay Handicapped by Strotz who came to New York 3 ging 

laryngitis, Miss Raye ~ opened 1| from Chicago with great reluctance, Apollo, N. Y. 

week’s engagement here with such! is described by his close friends as One-legged strutter had time to 
gusto that the voice fault didn’t mat-| jeaving it with pleasure and relief. |display only sample of his wares 
ver He will become the NBC vice presi- | when caught at Apollo, but showed 
eee ct ie — jent in charge of the Pacific coast, | enough to click. Works in evening 
Into Urea ay oming “OLIOWS | , : ac ¢ : , ‘ rith 
with ‘Mr. Paganini’ and ‘5 O'Clo« . | headquartering in Hollywood in suc- | Clothes and hoofs with and without 
Whistle” all terrifie. Le “em | cession to Don Gilman, who has pre- | utch. 

Whistle,” all terrific. Leaves ‘em | Cession t0 ge s* Does taps, acrobatics and struts, 
limp with her dizzy routine of | sided on the coast from the begin- 


rassling with the mike, faking dance 
steps and generally clowning. 
Comedienne has lost none of her| 
zip and skowmanly talent, and the 
return engagement will add up to a 
nifty result for the management, 
judging from the early turnout 
Wally Brown comic, is another 
socko asset to a biil that shapes up 


ning of that NBC division. 
ing hereafter ‘in charge of Public 
Relations.’ 


and A. E. Nelson, the assistant vice 
president for San Francisco, will re- 
port to Sirotz. 


| 
Weaving in and out of the lineup as 


gram department of NBC being | 





Gilman | pe 


The unique situation of the pro- | 


too. Opens with a vocal which should 
eliminated in favor of some 
Mori. 


All Pacifie coast department heads | RICHARD LANE 
| Ventriloguist 


9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Richard Lane is a youngster who 
shows considerable talent and okay 
talk material with the dummy. The 


Miss Stuart's voice has a nice tim-|m.c. Brown unloads a chunk of 
| bre and her range is adequate. How- laughs each time he appears, but 
ever, she needs additional experi-| trims down the incidental material 
ence.- Lacks assurance in selling her | without stealing time from the other 
wares and neither in looks nor per-| acts. With his cute and clever part-,| 
sonality is she suited for sock sing-|ner, Annette Ames, the comic 
ing. Her forte is strictly on the whizzes through his regular routine 
sweet side. When she attempts to| which includes a song, assorted swift 


|gags, a hokum love scene and a 
peppy dance with Miss Ames. 

Rollo and Verna Pickert open 
show with conventional taps, but 
didn’t get full appreciation until they 
finished in their novel jitter number 


give out the effect is that she’s work- 
ing hard to get herself in the mood, 
but the cardiac pressure is low. 

Feathered species is only turkey 
recognized at house’s boxoffice this 


Lesl ie. 


’ 
Week, 


headed by an executive without vice 
presidential rank would seem to 
place that department at a new low 
in importance but is probably ex- 
plained by the pending separation of 
the Red and Blue in which eventual- 
ity two separate veepees would prob- 
ably emerge. 

Several meetings have taken place 
in the past week between David 
Sarnoff, Niles Trammell and Frank 


Mullen, 


\ 


\latter is in the Charlie McCarthy 
| idiom—brash, fresh and cute. 

Okay for the family-time vaude, 
where the act should be great for the 
kids, but the big stumbling h'ock is 
the lack of novelty. Naka, 





Harry James’ band scheduled for 
its first trip to coast next summer; 
date at Catalina Isle Casino, begin- 
ning in July. James leaves current 
| stand at Lincoln hotel, N. Y., Dec. 31, 























The first engagements outside New 
York! And sensational! Thanksgiving 
Day openings shattered every record 


for gross and attendance in the his- 
tory of both cities! Talk about record- 
breaking! This one starts in where 
the others leave off! 
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(Continued from page 22) 


son, Dick Curtis, Robert Strange, Gienn Strange, The 
Notables, Buck Moulton, Carl Sepulveda ('40-41). 
RIDE ’EM COWBOY, comedy; asso. prod, Alex 
Gottlieb; dir., Arthur Lubin; no writing credits; cam- 
era, John Boyle. Cast: Abbott and Costello, the Merry 
Macs, Dick Foran, Johnny Mack Brown, Anne Gwynne, 


Advance Production Chart 3 MAJORS WIN DELAY 


Douglas Fowley, Paul Bryar, Charles 
Eddie Acuff, Paul Phillips, Richard Terry, 
George Aldrich Bowker. 


Universal Pix in Production 


pant Davie ; Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 
On motion of J. W. Finley, counsel 

| for the defendants, a continuance to 
| Dec. 15 was granted by the Ramsay 

‘oak = Rae age? eae eit prod., . Ken | County District Court to Paramount, 
oldsmi ir illiam i no writing credits; 

camera, Elwood Bredell. sor Paul Kelly. Helen | 20th-Fox and RKO. Charged with 








ST. LOUIS ALSO 
| ‘LEVELING 
PRICES 














Ella Fitzgerald, Samuel 8. Hinds, Charles Lane, Wade | Parrish, Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Bernard Punsley, | | Violation of the | mane anti-consent 
Boteler, Harold Daniels. Gabriel Dell, Ann Gillis, Virginia Brissac, John Gal-|4ecree law requiring companies to pa iii ale 
TERROR OF THE ISLANDS, mystery; associate | laudet, Giselle Werbiseck, Jimmy Butler. | sel their caret Rea — Ao ee 
prod., Paul Malvern; dir., Joseph Lewis; original screen- —_——_—- inn re a minimum 20" cancellation | All but two indie flicker houses in 
niger i, Nat eee ares =i aa. Rich. yp Fin se told the court he wished Gus .urg are, develing eS ther ed- 
Lionel Atwi at Pendleton aire Do ich- in ec Ss (Raa ek ear . 
es Davies, John Eldredge, Noble Johnson, Rosina Warners more time to prepare his case. His mish scales because of the Federal 
Galli, Al Kikume, Barry Bernard, Guy Kingsford, defense will be that the law is un-| and State taxes and Fred Wehren- 
Byron Shores, Milton Kibbee, Ray Mala, Tani Marsh, | constitutional. berg, owner of a chain of indie 
Billy Bunkley. a pleted — Cutting To ao | ie” houses, and prez of the MPTOA cf 
FIGHTING BILL FARGO, western; associate prod.,| studio ..... os a 2 4 8 23 fe: ae : 
Will Cowan, dir., Ray Taylor; story, Paul Franklin; | Lasky ........... 9 0 0 0 >| US. Court Promises | Eastern Missouri and Southern 
screenplay, Arthur V. agg 7 —, i a ead peal ade ree wit Illinois said the move is a success. 
Cochran; camera, arles Van Enger ast: Johnny 2 25 | ; ee ee Lage 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Jeanne Kelly, Kenneth jay tae fae ns ‘ ti ” : : a - 2d Decision in Crescent While the ‘leveling’ process results 
Harlan, Eddie Dean Trio, Nelli O’Day, Joe Eggerton, . —— nm ou ne FOOMS OF SWAIINE FS — ; in a Slight increase in the prices it 
James Blaine, Earl Hodgins, Al Bridge, Ted Adams, THE MALE ANIMAL, comedy drama; dir., Elliott Suit by End December includes both the Federal and State 
Buck Moulton, Claire Whitney, Kernan Cripps, Bud | Nugent, story, James Thurber, Elliott Nugent; screen- taxes. 


Osborne. 


play, Julius, and Philip G. Epstein and Avery More- 





the latter paid in zine mills, 


A gine . “Wie nts ea . and saves the customers delays in 
MELODY LANE, comedy-drama; prod, Ken Gold- | Rouse: camere, Arthur, Bdeson. | Cast: Priscila, Late, Nashville, Dec. 2. | handling the mills 
smith; dir., arles Lamont; no writing credits; cam- wpa be whet ala eee ae cid. Wiihihente tel ’ @ ‘ ; ee cd : aS Sed 
era, Jerome Ash. Cast: Baby Sandy, The Merry Macs, Daniel, Charles Drake, Ivan Simpson, Minna Phillips, With the anti-trust action here in Second run houses that charged 


Robert Paige, Anne Gwynne, Leon Errol, Butch and 
Buddy, Louis DaPron, Red Stanley, Don Douglas, How- 
ard Hickman. 


THE MAD DOCTOR OF MARKET STREET, drama; 


Regina Wallace, Jean Ames. the Crescent Amus. Co 

CAPTAINS OF THE CLOUDS, drama (Technicolor);!to be in the 
prod., William Cagney; dir., Michael Curtiz; story, Ar-| for 
thur Horman, Roland Gillett; screenplay, Arthur Hor- | 


. case slated 
hands of the judge 
final decision by this afternoon 
(Tuesday), the court yesterday an- 





28c, plus the mills, are now charging 
30c and no mills, and those charging 
22c have hiked that to 25c. The 
move has not yet been adopted by 





ss d., Paul Malvern; dir., Joseph H. Lewis; “M man, Richard arene, Norman Reilly Raine; cam- “ae inet: iS 4 

inal. seseacisiog, Al Martin; camera, Seat A; i‘ Cast: era, Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Dennis Mor gan, | nounced Se. oo - ae vaenet tf — et soe 

Lionel Atwill, Una Merkel, Nat Pendleton, Claire Dodd, | George Tobias, Alan Hale, Russell Arms, Clem | Verdict by lie end of Mecemoer 

Anne Nagel, Hardie Albright, Richard Davies, John | Bevins, Roland Drew, Michael Ames, Byron Barr. |Counsel for the Government, Uni- 

Eldredge, Ray Mala, Noble Johnson, Rosina Galli, Al KINGS ROW, drama; prod., David Lewis; dir., Sam | Versa! and United Artists onvang ‘Paul Gordon Sues for Half 
Kikume, Milton Kibbee, Byron Shores, Tani Marsh, | Wood; based on novel by Henry Bellaman; screen-| their final arguments yesterday in 


Billy Bunkley, Barry Bernard, Guy Kingsford, Gordon 


play, Casey Robinson; camera, James Wong Howe. | the case which took seven weeks to 


~ ‘ ° , 
DeMain, Paul McVey. Cast: Ann Sheridan, Robert Cummings, Ronald Reagan,|try before Judge Elmer Davies in Interest in Koepenick 
THERE’S ONE BORN EVERY MINUTE, comedy; | Nancy Coleman, James Stephenson, Judith Anderson,| Federal district court here this 
asso. prod., Ken. Goldsmith; dir.. Harold Young; no | Charles Coburn, Harry Davenport, Kaaren Verne, | 


writing credits; camera, John Boyle. Cast: Hugh Her- 


| summer. 


Maria Ouspenskaya, Ernest Cossart, Ludwig Stossel, 





Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 





P M G Kibb | Robert L. Wright, speciai assistant 
bert, Tom Brown, eggy oran, Guy ibbee, Gus | Hattie McDaniel, Pat Moriarity, Ilka Gruning, Scottie , : ‘ 
Scilling, Edgar Kennedy, Catharine Doucet, Elizabeth | Beckett, Douglas Wheatcroft, Mary Thomas. to the U. S. Attorney General, Paul Gordon, former associate of 
Taylor, Scott Jordan, Alfalfa Switzer, Rene Riano, ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT, melier: asso. prod. charged that the distributors as well| John Hall, filed suit demanding an 
ee eS ae ee Jerry Wald; dir., Vincent Sherman; story, Leonard | 4S the exhibitor (Tony Sudekum | » ccounting of John Hall Productions 
Eburne. ieee tenmeibeente ‘a ae a Spigelgass, Leonard Q. Ross; screenplay, Edwin Gilbert, | affiliated) defendants were at fault F Satie ce ‘ Ba 
aul Maly of & Erle C. Kenton; 3 age nye A at Leonard Spigelgass; camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: Hum-| in their attempted elimination of in- | 1°. producer of the film, ‘Captain 
phrebncgy  ypeg  Sa, Cast: Andy Devine. von phrey Bogart, Judith Anderson, Frank McHugh, Peter | dependent competition. ‘Strictly a of the Koepenick.’ Gordon, former 


. Lloyd Corrigan, Evelyn Ankers, Dorothy 
Keye Luke, Willie Fung, Stanley Andrews, 


Chaney, Jr 
Grainger, 


Lorre. 


| one-way proposition’ 
WILD BILL HICKOK RIDES, western; 


pesseions } called the alleged practice of dis- 


was what he | 


legit producer and publisher in Ber- 
lin, asserts he put together the pack- 


Roy Harris, Paul Dubov, Armand Cortes, Fred Cor- | prod., Edmund Grainger; dir., Ray Enright; no writing | tribs in negotiating for product with| 2.) 4.0) which, roc ; 

-dova, Tony Paton, Monte Blue, Jeff Corey, William | credits; camera, Ted McCord. Cast: Constance Ben-| indie houses at the same time they | °” deal which resulted in the mak- 

Ruhl. nett, Bruce Cabot, Warren William, Betty Brewer,| Wore negotiating with the Crescent ing of ‘Koepenick,’ now ready for 
DON WINSLOW OF THE NAVY, serial; asso. prod., Julie Bishop, Lucia Carroll, Howard da Silva, Ward | er oes ar release. 


circuit on deal that would cover the 


Henry McRae; dir., Ford Beebg and Ray Taylor; | Bond, Hobart Bosworth. h di i Plaintiff asks an injunction re- 
screenplay, Paul Huston and Griffin Jay; screen adap- DANGEROUSLY THEY LIVE, formerly REMEM- | ‘'©W®S in which the indies were lo-| + raining distribution of the picture 
tation, Morgan B. Cox; based on newspaper serial by : cated. 


Lt. Comm. Frank V. Martinek, - oo mm me 


camera, 


BER TOMORROW, drama; associate prod., Ben Stoloff; 


dir., Robert Florey; Edward C. Raftery, newly-named 


until he gets a 50% interest, not only 


, - orate original screenplay, Marion Parson- in the film but in the corporate 
William Sickner. Cast: Don Terry, John Litel, Claire | net; camera, L. William O’Connell. Cast: John Garfield,| UA prez and counsel for UA and] yo. He charges he was squeezed 
Dodd, Anne Nagel, Samuel S. Hinds, Walter Sande, | Raymond Massey, Nancy Coleman, Moroni Olsen,| Universal, argued that UA’s output 


Wade Boteler, Kurt Katsch, Robert Barron, Peter Leeds, 


Frank Reicher, Michael Ames, John Harmon, Esther] was only 5% of the total films pro- 


out of the partnership. 





Holland, Ethan Laidlaw, Paci Bryar, George C. Allen, | Dte. Roland Drew, Christian Rub, Lee Patrick. duced by the eight majors and Ra 

Ralph Brooks, Heenan Elliot, Kenneth Harlan, Paul YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW, comedy; associate | asked: “How could we be a party) Pathe Stockholder Sues 
Scott, John Merton, Dirk Thane, Joey Ray, Collin prec. aon toner arn va any one sents even to substantial restraint of in- 

Blair, Arthur Loft, Jerry Mandy, James Farley, George ay, Faul Gerard smith, George beatty, camera, A! | terstate trade?’ > » 

Sherwood, Dale Van Sickel, Jack Perrin, Guy Kings- Seigier Cast: Jimmy Durante, Jane Wyman, Phil| ajjen A. Dobey delivered most of Because of DuPont Deal 
ford, Ray Teal, Art Miles, William Desmond, Billy | Silvers, Regis Toomey, Joe Sawyer, Donald MacBride, | +. Government’s argument. To the| Arthur W. Newell, holder of 200 
wees, on panes C. Harry Clark, Frank Lackteen, eorge Meeker. defense’s statements that Crescent | shares of Pathe Film Corp. common, 
all uckley, Irving Mitchell, Eddie Polo, Eddie Warner Pix Now in Production practices were merely ‘Tennessee | led a request for an appraisal of his 


DOCTOR X, meller; asso. prod., Jack Bernhard; dir., 
William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, George Rob- 


JUKE GIRL, drama: 


asso. prods., Jerry Wald, Jack 
Sapier; 


dir., Curtis Bernhardt; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Bert Glennon. Cast: 


horse-trading,’ Dobey replied: “They 
were not horse-trading because 





stock in N. Y. supreme court Thurs- 
day (27). Newell objects to a deal 


ahh rh : ate Ann Sheridan, Ronald Rea- ratified by the stockholde d 
Knowles’ Mona, Barrie’ Sheme Howaek Peul- cave | ¥2M; Richard Whort Alan Hale, George Tobias, Gene | Crescent could afford to operate at | Ti OF ap pormnowers ate 
anagh Samuel S Hinds Edmund MacDonald, Mantan ckhart, Donald MacBride, Betty Brewer, Faye Em: | @ oe ey ee The deal Ie re Path 
Moreland. Leland Hodgson Matty Fain Wictor "Slane erson, Fuzzy Knight, Willie Best. years. They possessed circuit buy- e deal allowed Pathe to ex- 


merman, 
Jackson. 

THE WOLF MAN, 
Waggner; dir., 


John Gallaudet, William Gould and Selmer 


mystery; asso. prod., George 
George Waggner; no writing credits; 


ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, drama; asso. prod. and | ing 
dir., Frank Capra: no writing credits: camera, Sol Po- | 
lito. Cast: Cary Grant, Priscilla Lane, Raymond Mas- 
sey, Peter Lorre, Jack Carson, Josephine Hull, Jean 
Adair, John Alexander. 


power in the contracting for 
films and the independent exhibi- 
tors could get only those pictures 
the defendants did not want.’ 








change its 3,500 shares of DuPont 
Film Mfg. Co. common for 56,750 
shares of EF. I. DuPont Nemours & 
Co. stock. 











































































Billy DeWOL | 
! ardinarv ar * whic nerates or own ( than 4 thez > | 
Frame your eyes softly, luxuriantly, give them irresistible ordinary shares of ABC which operate: r s more 1 400 theatres | 


depth with Ey.Teb lashes. Impossible to detect, not affected | in Great Britain and is the largest film customer of Warner res. Pictures, RED 
| Ltd. | semester 

The purchase price named, 903,150 pounds (about $3,612,600), was paid 
by Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd., the British subsid, with funds which it 
| borrowed from an English bank loan having been guaranteed by Warner 
| Bros. parent corporation. Loan was reduced to $2,112,600 by payments 


Revue 





Sweater Girl 











camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Claude Rains, War- | 4 ‘ ik ; } é 
en William, Ralph Bellamy, Patric Knowles, Bela | IN THIS OUR LIFE, drama; asso. prod., David Lewis; ‘fame sanatsvoeneneicureqsvesttooeveasudt.aatenscestsseeereaseoeratonseretiasocoosevetsertoaoanotoenensvee vee unseen totneevnereenaenreoramenen'g | 
pede Madame Saris Ouspenskaya, Evelyn Ankers. | dir., John Huston; story, Ellen Glasgow; camera, Er- z 
Lon Chaney, Fay Helm. Jessie Arnold. Harry Stubbs, | nest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis, Olivia de Havilland, : 
Miah gg cog ae: ‘iatecn Ottolg | George Brent, Dennis Morgan, Charles Coburn, Billie | 3! i 
Harry Cording, Ernie Stanton, Kurt Katsch, Ottola | George Brent, Dennis Morgan, Charles Coburn, Billie | §j a ' 
Nesmith, Doris Lloyd, Connie Leon. Burke, Donald Crisp, Mary Servoss. ew or us decal | 
} TEMPORARY BRIDE, drama; asso. prod., Ken Gold- LARCENY, INC., drama; asso. prods., Jerry Wald | #3 ammmanenne 
smith; dir, Charles Lamont: no writing credits; Cast: | and Jack Saper; dir., Lloyd Bacon; play, Laura and | ssseemenamaieuentaaatmaninaineneens masesnensemmmeneate! 
5 Robert Paige, Jane Frazee, Eugene Paliette, Elizabeth S. J. Perelman; screenplay, Everett Freeman, Edwin | 
atterson, Charles Coleman, Jan Wiley. Will Lee, Gilbert; camera, Tony Gaudio. Cast: Edward G.|] rRapIo 3RD WEEK 
Maude Eburne, Olin Howland, Slim and Slam, Lionel Robinson, Jane Wyman. Jack Carson, Broderick C raw: | CITY MUSIC HALL ERROL OLIVIA 
Pape, Herbert Haywood, Ferris Taylor, Minerva ford, John Qualen, Harry Davenport, Andrew Tombes, HELD OVER FLYNN ® DeHAVILLAND 
Urecal, Lloyd Ingraham, Walter Tetley, Ray Walker. YANKEE DOODLE DANDY, drama; asso. prod., | In the New Warner Bros. Hit 
MISSISSIPPI GAMBLER, drama; asso. prod., Paul | William Cagney; dir., Michael Curtiz; no writen | . ’ ‘ 
Malvern; dir., John Rawlins; no writing credits; | credits; camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: James| THEY DIED WITH 
¢amera, John Boyle. Cast: Kent Taylor, Frances Cagney, Joan Leslie, Richard Whorf, Jean Cagney, | ‘ . 
Langford, _John Litel, Claire Dodd, Shemp Howard, Irene Manning, Rosemary De Camp. , THEIR BOOTS ON 
Soong tiaiereeremmenenatandatindap tenet elisha penanactaonnapiatnenatriamamcediileaiiietiay neiatain-inaNiatioemanigubenepnmnemncnenismnsnnn tits Spectacular Stage Productions | | 
IN PERSON— 
AND 
| id St ff — Pi t dao nanenintenentiaciisainianniistnionmnntE a Cae Meet eS: aan 
| | ’ 
nside Stl Ictures | STRAND Bway & 475t 
if LOEW’S Starts Thurs., Deo. 4 
Times | Clark ta. 6 ee - 
STAT Sa. | GABLE, ° TURNER “7TH WEEK | 
easy fe | Actual price paid by Warner Bros. for 2,007,000 ordinary shares of Asso- Last Times Wed. | ve? 9 a | » / 
Ste : | ‘HONI TONK 
“pp'y | ciated British Picture Corp., Ltd., last August, is officially revealed in a Chas Margaret r 
NO ONE a summary to stockholders by Harry M. Warner, accompanying the annual OO PPOINTMENT ortrude NIESEM 
| hee get financial statement covering the fiscal year ended last Aug. 30. Statement FOR LOVE’ 1AMOND BROS. } 
— shows that this number of shares represer about 25% of outstanding On Stage mitt BRiTTO 


53rd St. & BROADWA v,, 6-5353 
EXTRA ADDED TREAT “THE THREE LITTLE PIGS” 


POP PRICES-BOGRS OPEN 9:30 A M.- a , 


by make-up, water or tears, Will last weeks. 


? ORDER YOURS TODAY 


$martly packaged in kit with adhesive, 
pooner and sufficient lashes for from 

to 12 applications. Brown or black. 

@lso strip eyelashes: co: mplete set $1. 





STARTS THURS. — 


‘PALACE *:..:: 
° 47th St. 


A Triumph 
in Music and 
Technicolor 


Broadwas © bist Street 























oe oe ss? oe oe oe | made by the British subsidiary during August. Since the loan was ob- Jeanette Brian 
TanOm. Rema tote kn te tained from an English: bank to a British subsidiary of Warner Bros., Meetor elo cy ah tibet ‘THE MALTESE FALCON’ 
' £) money onder By-Teb individu eyelash revenues of company in England apparently rigid entirely in the deal, SMILIN THROUGH Humphrey Aten 
| with pay orem d he eS oe e hig British subsid obviously A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture poe 
wee coming from frozen money in the British Isles nd. in a 
pon sinilia nl Tare mAScAMA Neither the loan nor shareholdings are reflected in the company’s bal- ‘MARY the BOSS'S DAUGHTER 
arr ae fsa. | ance sheet for the recently. concluded fiscal year because accounts of the | —— 
“TT. ts ae ee oe S.ond 10's" | } 


| British subsids are consolidated as of July 26, 1941. 

















PARAMOUNT .: 

























Ci Rosalind Russell stepped into a wad of coin when she walked out of 1 3RD WEEK 
DIAMONDS the Metro studio as a freelance. Old contract called for $2,000 a week HOW GREEN WAS Claudette —In Person— 
From Distressed Sources | for 40 weeks, a total of $80,000 a year. Her first job at Paramount means MY VALLEY Ray Milland pein 
tr “. IS THE TIME TO BUY x | $100,000 for eight weeks, with supplementary wages of $12,500 weekly if Bway “ht | | xian Alerse Bo ‘Band 

} Prices You. May Never Duplicate the picture goes beyond the eight-week period. ARTISTS RIVOLI — | Te Extra 
Shipped for Your Inspection. Write to ae ‘ _ : a 7 
DIAMOND TRADING CO. Universal’s (Jules Levey) ‘Hellzapopin’ is now scheduled for release Deere Open 9:30 A.M. connie | ae BAT DOLORES 





“1. «2 ate & SH £ 2 22 2 2. 
-20 West 5th St. Los Angeles, Calif. Christmas week, 








et shes “, 


30 §=RADIO 


Wednesday, December 3, 1941 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert in N. Y. 
Tests with Stanton-Lazarsfeld 
Tape for American Home Products 





A series of audience reaction tests 
on actual sponsored programs are be- 
ing conducted by Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency in New York in 
which the Stanton-Lazarsfeld 
mechanism is being employed. This 
is the running tape device whereby 
listeners assembled in a room are 
enabled by pushing a ‘like’ and ‘dis- 
like’ button to produce a listener re- 


| 


Hold Broadway Curtain 
20 Minutes for Radio 
Date of Alan Reed 


Curtain for the Wednesday night 








action record correlated with the ac- 
tual unfoldment of the program. The 
idea is to trace the troubles of a 
given entertainment down to the of- 
fending portion. 

(A special series reporting the 
Raymond Spector agency’s experi- 
ences with this same Stanton-Lazars- 


vest,’ at the Guild theatre, N. Y., 
was held 20 minutes to permit Alan 
Reed, one of the leads in the show, 
to double on the Fred Allen pro- 
gram. Reed for several seasons has 
been a character comic on the radio 
series. As he isn’t in the first act 
of ‘Harvest’ he can make his second- 
act entrance with the 20-minute de- 





feld mechanism ran in the four July 1 


issues of ‘Variety.’) 

The present experiments « with! 
listeners panels is unusual for) 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert and _ is) 
confined for the present entirely to 
programs of American Home Prod- 


ay. 
During the tryout tour of ‘Har- 
vest,” Reed was replaced on the 
Allen show by Ward Wilson. Ed 
Latimer subbed for him on the 
‘Duffy’s Tavern’ program during the 
same period. Latter show airs at 


ucts. 8:30-8:55 Thursday nights, so Reed 





GEORGE MONAHAN, 


can make his ‘Harvest’ appearance 
without delaying tke curtain that 
night. Both the Allen show and 


‘Tavern’ have repeats at midnight, 


DETECTIVE, AT NBC\s° tere’s n0 difficulty there. 





George Monahan, former police- 
man and private detective, has been 





OLIN DOWNES’ SON AT CBS 





hired by NBC in a confidential} Other FM Employes Include Jeff 


capacity, with the title of ‘custodian.’ 

Believed his duties will be in con- 
nection with the recent bomb scare 
at the network’s New York studios. 
Company has since then taken elab- 
orate precautions to prevent possible 
sabotage. 





—— 


Dick Marvin to Hollywood 
Richard Marvin, Esty agency ra- 
dio head, went to the Coast last 
week to launch the four-week Shir- 
ley Temple series for Elgin watch. 
Due back next week. 





Sparks, Eugene Stinson 





Columbia last week added three 
more employees in its FM division. 
Edward O. Downes, musical writer 
and son of Olin Downes, N. Y. Times 
music critic, joined the FM staff as a 
production assistant. 

Jeff Sparks, free-lance announcer 
who worked mostly at WOR, New 
York, is added to the FM spieler 
staff. And Eugene Stinson, who re- 
cently moved from Chicago to do 
agency scripting, joined the writing 
lineup. 


performance of ‘Hope For a Har- 





JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 
the staid Persian Room resounded 
time and again with insistent re- 
quests for encores’—Abel, Variety. 


Guest appearance Wednesday 
night (Dec. 3) on Eddie Cantor’s 
Sal Hepatica-Ipana program on 
WEAF, 9 P.M. 

Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











1006 OF WEPG HEADS 
N.J. RADIO ASSN. 


Trenton, Dec. 2. 


Officials of a majority of the ra- 
dio stations in the state of New Jer- 
sey met last week (28) in Hotel Hil- 
debrecht and formed the New Jer- 
sey Broadcasters Association for the 
purpose of establishing state-wide 
broadcasting policies on defense, 
governmental, charitable and other 
programs in the public interest. 


A. Harry Zoog, president of 
WFPG, Atlantic City, was elected 
president; Edward Codel, manager of 
WPAT, Paterson, and O. L. Maxey, 
manager of WFNJ, Bridgeton, were 
elected vice-presidents, and Walter 
Patrick Kelly of WAAT, Jersey City, 
secretary-treasurer, 








Bob Hawk-Vaughn Monroe to Camels: 
‘Penthouse Party’ (Ilka Chase) Folds; 
Phil Baker Likely for Biow Job 





Gilbert Ralston Winters 
West for Compton Check 
On Jim Saphier’s ‘Hazard’ 


Gilbert Ralston, network program 
manager for the Compton agency, 
goes to the Coast in about two weeks 
to supervise production of ‘Hap 
Hazard,’ the agency’s new show for 
Procter & Gamble. He will take 
his wife and family with him and 
remain about three months. While 
there, he will also supefvise ‘The 
Bartons,’ another of the agency’s 
P,. & G. stanzas. Harlan Ware, who 
scripts the latter series, now lives on 
the Coast. 

‘Hap Hazard’ will start Jan. 20, 
on the full CBS network, after a 
three-week tuneup on a small Coast 
hookup. It will then have a broad- 





cast to the east and a repeat for the | 


Coast. James Saphier, package- 
producer of the show, is retaining 
Ransom Sherman in the lead, but 
has to line up writers, directors and 
the rest of the talent. Program will 
plug Ivory soap and Ivory flakes, 
each getting a commercial on every 
broadcast. John McMillin, Compton 
radio head, who returned east last 
week after signing for the program, 
and William Ramsey, P. & G. radio 
director, will go to the Coast late 
this month to launch the series. 
During Ralston’s stay on _ the 
Coast, his supervisory duties on 
‘Truth or Consequences,’ ‘Right to 
Happiness’ and ‘Life Can Be Beauti- 


: ful’ will be handled by other mem- 


bers of the Compton staff, but actual 
assignments haven’t been set. 





Edward Murrow, booked for lec- 
ture at Bushnell Memorial, Hartford, 
on Jan. 7. CBS local affiliate, 
WDRC, is ‘sponsoring.’ 








Program lineup for Camel cigarets 
has been reshuffled by the Esty 
agency for the R. J. Reynolds to- 
bacco. Series of changes effective 
the week of Jan. 4 add a new pro- 
gram, ‘How Am I Doing?’, with Bob 
Hawk ‘and Vaughn Monroe's orches- 
tra, and drop the ‘Penthouse Party,’ 
with Ilka Chase. Other shows 
change times. 


As a result of the moves, Hawk 
bows off his present ‘Take It or 
Leave It’ series for Eversharp with 
the Dec. 21 broadcast. Although 
no contract had been signed up to 
late yesterday (Tuesday), Phil Baker 
was virtually set to replace him for 
the pencil account. Biow is the 
agency on the latter. Walter O’Keefe 
and Ken Murray also were being 
considered for the replacement spot, 
but these deals are apparently cold. 

‘How Am I Doing?’ will take over 
the Al Pearce spot Friday nights. 
Latter show will replace the Xavier 
Cugat show Thursday nights, with 
Cugat moving into the ‘Penthouse 
Part’ time Wednesday nights, 
‘Blondie’ has been renewed and re- 
mains at the same Monday niche, 
Thus, the Camel show lineup is now 
as follows: 

‘Blondie,’ Monday nights, 7:30 
(with a 10:30 repeat) on CBS. 

Cugat, Wednesday nights, 9:30 on 
NBC-Blue (WJZ). 

Pearce, Thursday nights, 7:30 
(with a 10 o’clock repeat) on NBC- 
Red (WEAF). 

‘How Am I Doing?’ Friday nights, 
7:30 (with a 10:30 repeat) on CBS, 


Pearce series had not been ree ° 


newed as of yesterday, but is slated 
to be within a day or two, accorde 
ing to the Esty agency. Don Ber- 
nard will be producer on ‘How Am 
I Doing?’ which will have a comedy 
audience participation format. Bert 
Parks will be the announcer and 
Hawk will supply the script mate- 
rial. 








An Epidemic of Trade Associations 


Wonderment whether the National Association 
of Broadcasters will be able to keep its ranks tight 
and avoid being stigmatized openly as primarily 
the mouthpiece of the networks is the liveliest trade 
subject just now. With regionals and affiliates 
asked to rally under the new Network Affiliates, 
Inc., banner and.the non-network stations still plan- 
ning to set up a vigorous National Independent 
Broadcasters (feeling is spreading that N. A. B.’s 
always numerous problems are multiplying to a 
dangerous point). 

Renovation of the NIB, originally due in No- 
vember, has been put off until after the holiday 
season, due partly to difficulty in getting station 
people together at this particular period but also 
because of general confusion over the objectives 
and course of the new Chicago-spawned NATIT. Lat- 
ter crewd is regarded as probably a stronger threat 
to the N. A. B. and IRNA than the indies, field 
marshalled by former commissioner Harold A. La- 
Fount and former N. A. B. secretary Ed Spence. 

a “4 

The latest entry in the trade association derby, 
NAI, is more interested in heading off superpower 
than fighting any other issue, according to under- 
standing in trade quarters. Though anxious to 
break down clear channels and for that reason pre- 
pared to put up stiff resistance to the Sanders- 
White regulatory bill, chief rallying point is fear 
that a few wattage behemoths will result in drastic 
constriction of national chains and virtual death 
for regional webs. Roster of officers and leaders of 
NAI is somewhat bewildering, since former bitter 
foes seemingly have become pals and the number 
of factions causes some eyebrow-lifting about what 
they can find in common. Except for hatred of 
superpower. 


As some observers see the picture, the regionals 
fear that once the present wattage lid is lifted— 
though there still is considerable doubt the FCC 
will risk Senate retaliation—a scramble will occur 
in which many of the present network outlets can- 
not escape being burned. Either they will have to 
try to get 500 kw in self-defense or they will see 
the biggest network advertisers concentrating their 
outlays on fewer transmitters. In view of the 
feared contraction of sponsor expenditures—due to 
national defense, mounting taxes. and priority dif- 


ficulties, in particular—regional operators don’t 
relish being forced into putting up cash for new 
plants in order to retain their relative position in 
the industry. Several of the NAI leaders have out- 
lets in areas where one super-power plant would 
be a very dangerous menace and it is natural for 
them to organize for a fight against raising the 
present 50 kw maximum. 


As for the other threat to N. A. B. organization 
plans are being carried on by the LaFount-Spence 
group and an ‘important’ policy statement is due 
shortly. Within the next fortnight, leaders of NIB 
plan to make a definite announcement of their ob- 
jectives and reasons for the venture, particularly 
countering the idea there is any duplication or con- 
flict with NAI and reasserting that it is not a closed 
corporation promoted by a few axe-grinders. So 
far, LaFount and Spence have emphasized they do 
not contemplate joining or leading a walkout from 
the N. A. B. ranks, though they have made no 
secret of their feeling the indies have been pushed 
into a corner and cannot expect the senior trade 
group to give proper weight to their problems or 
ample help in safeguarding their interests. 


_ Rightly or wrongly, the spreading anti N. A. B. 
feeling is traced to FCC Chairman James L. Fly. 
At any rate, the commish chairman has ‘encour- 
aged’ formation of such groups as NAI and NIB 
and has let it be known how suspiciously he re- 
gards N. A. B. New Dealer group here quite openly 
sneers at N. A. B. as the mouthpiece of the net- 
works, with Assistant Attorney General Thurman 
Arnold seen as considering the organization as vir- 
tually synonymous with NBC and CBS in all his 


conversations, 


From about the country have come reports of 
station managers questioning if the N. A. B. 
should be permitted to go on claiming to speak for 
the entire industry. If the association is to con- 
tinue, it should keep hands off any issues so con- 
troversial that the ranks of broadcasters are split 
several ways—especially such items as the commis- 
sion’s anti-monopoly reforms, clear channel preser- 
vation ,and superpower—and stick strictly to broad 
questions involving the integrity of private enter- 
prise. .N, A, B.’s function, in the mind of a growing 


number of station proprietors, should be to fight 
any censorship trends, punitive taxes, government 
ownership threats, and unethical business-getting 
practices. 


There is a bad taste in the mouths of various 
blocs of broadcasters over the copyright row. 
Neville Miller has been accused of getting too 
chummy with Gene Buck and the other ASCAP. 
figures since the consent decree in the Justice De- 
partment’s civil suit, and many a station manager’s 
breast still harbors the feeling that the independents 
were sold down the river to help the chains, despite 
the change of ASCAP methods which requires the 
nets to pay royalties on their own account. On this 
angle, there is no denying that other factions con- 
sider N, A. B. has served its chief purpose in break- 
ing the ASCAP clutch and that BMI can go it 
alone as a rival source of program raw material. 


In N. A. B.’s defense, it is contended there is 
more reason than ever for a strong central trade 
body. With the Federal Government’s mushroom- 
ing defense agencies clamoring for more and more 
gratis time, the trend toward rationing of materials 
in order to a‘lvance national defense efforts, the 
mounting danger of active entry into war with the 
stronger threat of a government take-over or shut- 
down of commercial stations, pro-N. A. B. people 
say this is no time for the industry to let factional 
differences over technical questions split the organi- 
zation. Miller’s current swing to the series of re- 
gional meetings is seen as a sales campaign along 
this line, together with a plar. to disabuse the mem- 
bership of suspicious ideas he has climbed in bed 
with Buck & Co, 





Right at the moment, there is so much smoke 
that veteran industry figures and watchers—includ- 
ing the battalion of Washington barristers who 
have been wondering which way to jump—won’t be 
surprised if almost anything transpires. General 
consensus, anyway, is that N. A. B. leaders ought 
to start trying to justify their continued existence 
and realizing the various possibilities of revolt by 
the time of the summer conclave, if not earlier. 
Any such development as a commish move to boost 
power limitations or breakdown the clear channels 
on a broad scale will bring the issue to a head soon- 
er and the Sanders-White bills may hasten a crisis. 
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Vincent Dailey May Leave WOV, N.Y. 








Since Dial Change with WNEW—WOYV Runs Italian 
Until 5 P.M., When Gilbert, Corris Take Over 













Vincent Dailey may step out as 
general manager of WOV, New 
York following the exchange of 
wavelengths and power’ with 
WNEW, on Sunday (30). Dailey, 
one of the owners of WOV, is 
credited with doing much to straight- 
en out that trouble-and-rumor- 
beset station which has had sev- 
eral managements and as many 
policies. Arde Bulova has made him- 


self felt during the past year, but 
has consistently declined to en- 
lighten the trade press or most of 
his staff as to his objectives. 


Along with WOV taking WNEW’s 
former 5,000 watts position at 1,280 
on the dial at least three an- 
nouncers have departed. They are 
Lewis Charles, Michael Sage and 
Alan Courtney. Alan Strong is 
running a 7-8 am. alarm clock 
stanza. WOV will be Italian here- 
after from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. At the 
latter hour the station will go Eng- 
lish with Dick Gilbert for a half 
hour. Allyn Corris will follow from 
5:30 to 8 with his 1280 Club following 
which Gilbert reappears as ‘The 
Fifth Avenue Troubadors’ for two 
hours. 


WNEW Adding Programs 


WNEW will add several new shows 
to its schedule this week to fill in the 
additional broadcast hours it has 
since switching from 1280 to WOV, 
N. Y’s 1130 kilocycles. Zeke Manners 
resumes the noon-l p.m. record show 
he once did Sunday (7). Charlés 
Hodges, former Transradio newsman, 
begins a news shot 4-4:15 p.m.; Kay 
Lorraine starts a song shot, 4:15-4:30; 
John B. Kennedy’s scheduled for a 
news roundup 6-6:30; Jerry Abott, 
another singer, goes into 2:15-2:30 
slot and Dance Parade is instituted 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. In addition the outlet 
is going in for live band remotes, do- 
ing three afternoon pickups starting 
| game day. 


John Flora, for seven years under- 
study to Stan Shaw on Milkman’s 
Matinee, owl show, gets chance to 
handle that session himself now be- 
cause the show goes on a seven day 
basis. Shaw will rest Sunday and 
Monday evenings and Flora will sub. 
Station has added several announcers 
and engineers to handle the in- 
creased traffic. Bert Wayne, from 
KYW, Philadelphia; Harry Wood, 

; WTIC, Hartford, are new spielers; 
Saul Osias, Al Goldberg, new moni- 
tors. Al Lawrence is new in news 
room. 


900 Entries In 
| Already for WGN 
Operetta Contest 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
More than 500 entries have already 
been received for the $10,500 Ameri- 
ean Operetta contest now under way 
under the auspices of WGN for its 
‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’ series. 


Among those who have already en- 
tered are David Brookman, George 
King Raudenbush of the Toledo 
Symphony Orch., Edney Ridge of 
WIG and Percy Faith, director of the 
Contented Hour’ program and who 

has guested on the Ford Symphony 
show this summer. 


H. Emerson McCrosky of Par- 
amount has signified that he will 
have an entry, as has Alfred Hay 
Malotte, who has written many clas- 
Sical pieces. Also in the contest will 
be Doric Alviana, music director of 
the Massachusetts State College; Pauw! 
Vellucci of the Hartford School of 
Music, and Russel Widoe, music de- | 
partment head of the North Dakota | 
State Teachers College. 
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Harold Wagner of Elmira 


Aids Adolph Opfinger 


Harold Wagner, formerly program 
director of WENY, Elmira, N. Y., has 
joined the Mutual staff as assistant 
to Adolph Opfinger, the network's 
programy manager, 

He succeeds George Clapp, who 
was moved to the sales service de- 
partment to concentrate on the 
Coca-Cola account, 


WRITERS GUILD 
PACT WITH KNX 


Hollywood, Dec, 2. 

New agreement for staff writers at 
KNX has been concluded by Radio 
Writers Guild. Two-year deal calls 
for 10% wage tilt, retroactive to Oct. 
12, and sets minimum for seniors at 
$55 weekly and juniors at $33. 

Contract, negotiated by True 
Boardman, Paul Franklin, Hee Che- 
vigny and Attorney Aubrey Finn, can 
be revised at the end of one year to 
allow for changes in wage scales. 











Gardner Nursery Begins 
11th Year on Radio, Uses 
150 Stations to Sell Plants 


Seattle, Dec. 2. 


Gardner Nursery Company of 
Osage, Iowa, will begin its 1lth year 
of radio advertising on Dec. 15 with 
the first of a new series of transcrip- 
tions selling plants for spring de- 
livery. At the start 150 stations will 
be used, with the number being in- 
creased gradually to 300 during the 
peak of the spring shipping season. 


Approximately $300,000 will be 
spent for advertising by the com- 
pany during 1942, according to Ed- 
win A. Kraft, manager of North- 
west Radio Advertising Co., agency 
handling the account, and the major 
part of the appropriation will go to 
radio. 
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(FEAR LOCALS 
DRUGS, COME 


New York Agencies Having 
Trouble With Personality 
Announcers of Local Sta- 
tions Who Want Right to 
Use Own Wording on 
Commercials 











FEAR WASHINGTON 


As far as some New York agency 
executives are concerned, the local 
personality announcer who has de- 
veloped his own program, mostly 
of the recording type, seems to be 
on the way to becoming a problem 
child. Such a personality may be 
the pride of the station but to the 
ad agency which exercises the utmost 
caution about the wording of a com- 
mercial so that the sponsor won’t 
get tangled up with the Washington 
authorities on product claims he can 
be a full-grown pain. 


Where these critical agency men 
have crossed opinions with the local 
personality announcers has been on 
the question of whether the latter 
should be free to depart from the 
language of a commercial as sent to 
the station by the agency. The local 
personality announcer argues that 
the agency’s commercials hamstring 
his style. What makes him distinc- 
tive, he says, is the way he weaved 
in and words his sales copy. What 
has made him a success, he further 
contends, is that he has developed 
the art of radio salesmanship and 
that he has been around long enough 
to know what he says about an 
article won’t contravene the re- 
straints of regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission or the 
Federal Trade Commission. In any 
event, he should be the judge on how 
a commercial should be fed to his 
loudspeaker following. 


It’s the Government 


Agency men who feel they have to 
take a stand on this issue hold that 
all these arguments may hold for 
local furrier and tire accounts but 
they won’t do when it comes to sell- 
ing products such as proprietary 
drugs and cosmetics. It is the 
i}agency that knows how far it can 
go in making ciaims for the product 
and it cannot under any circum- 
stances permit an announcer to de- 
part from the wording of a com- 





ies 


P & G Run Ending— May 


‘Guiding Light’ (Irma Phillips) Off 


——— eee 


Or General Foods 


Go to Either General Mills 





A Compton Supervisor 


John Whitmore, formerly program | 
manager of WLOF, Orlando, Fla., 
joined the Compton agency radio | 
department Monday (29) as a pro-| 
gram supervisor. 


He has not yet been given 
definite assignments. 


EX-LAX ON BLUE 


any 








Arthur Tracy, who prior to his 
migration to Europe five years ago, 
did a ‘Street Singer’ act on CBS 
and other American outlets, will 
plug Ex-Lax over a NBC-Blue 
hookup of 23 stations, starting Jan. 
5. It will be a five-times-a-week 
schedule at 4 to 4:15 p.m. 

On the other side he worked from 
Radio Luxembourg and also over the 
British Broadcasting Co. 


Libby-Owens-Ford Seeks 


Inexpensive Program to 





Libby-Owens-Ford, glass manufac- 
turers, is looking around for a net- 
work spot and an inexpensive pro- 
gram to go into it. The run would 
be limited to 13 weeks. 

Account was on Columbia Sunday 
matinees last season. 





mercial as it had been prepared by 
an agency. The client has more to 
worry about than the restrictions 
laid down by a Federal commission. 
An adlibbing announcer might make 
claims for the product which could 
subject the manufacturer to suit for 
false advertising by a consumer. As 
the law stands the lability is strictly 
the advertiser’s. 

With such being the case these 


the personality announcer confine his 
charm to the program and to recite 
the commercial just as it has been 





written for him. 
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John Whitmore of Orlando 


WITH ART TRACY 


Run 13-Week Period 


agency men would prefer to have | 


| ‘Guiding Light’ Ira Phillips se- 
|rial on NBC-Red (WEAF) out of 
Chicago, will be dropped by Proc- 
ter & Gamble with the Dec. 26 
| broadcast. Show plugs Camay soap 
and is handled by Pedlar & Ryan, 


| but had been slated to be shifted to 
| P. & G. naptha and go to the Comp- 
| ton agency. Understood Miss Phil- 
| Lips has already been approached re- 
garding the show by Blackett-Sam- 
|ple-Hummert in behalf of General 
Mills and that Young & Rubicam is 
sso interested in it for General 
Foods. 


To provide the plug for its naptha 
product, P. & G. will shift its ‘Right 
to Happiness,’ another Phillips se- 
rial, from Crisco and move it from 
CBS into the NBC-Red spot being 
vacated by ‘Guiding Light.’ ‘Right 
to Happiness’ remains with the 
Compton agency. And to cover the 
shift of the latter show from Crisco, 
its spot on CBS will be taken over 
by a repeat of ‘Vic and Sade,’ Paul 
Rhymer serial already heard on 
NBC-Red out of Chicago, thus giv- 
ing it an added airing. Show re- 
mains with Compton. 


Previously reported, but also be- 
coming effective Dec. 26, ‘Pepper 
Young,’ by Elaine Sterne Carring- 
ton, will be shifted from Compton 
to Pedlar & Ryan and from P. & G. 
|naptha to Camay soap. It also adds 
| Martin Block as commercial copy 
readei at that time. 


‘The O’Neills,’ about which there 
has been persistent rumor in the 
trade for some time, will drop its 
daily 12:15 p.m. airing over a small 
NBC-Red hookup, but will continue 
indefinitely in its 5:30 p.m. spot on 
CBS. It plugs Ivory soap, is han- 
dled by Compton and produced by 
Ed Wolf Associates. Jane West, the 
regular scripter, is ill, so David Vic- 
tor and Herbert Little, Jr., are sub- 
bing for her, 


LUCKY STRIKE 
BACK OF TIMES 
—— ONWMCA? 


Lucky Strike may move into the 
two-minute period immediately fol- 
lowing the N. Y. Times newsbroad- 
casts which are being carried on 
| WMCA, N. Y., on the hour every 
hour. The newscasts run for two 
minutes. 

If the deal goes through it will be 
for 34 spots a week. 





























































Gwen De Lany Resigns 
AFRA Job to Freelance 


Gwen De Lany, executive-secre- 
tary of the Detroit local of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
s, has resigned that post to go to 
Coast to freelance. She is an 
actress. C. Nutten, a Detroit attor- 
ney, has succeeded her as local exec- 
utive-secretary. 

Miss De Lany was prominent 
AFRA’s national affairs. 
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FIVE EXIT NBC BUREAU 


Lyons Office Has Barbara Jo Allen, 
Wally Ford, Don Wilson, Others 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
NBC Artists Bureau has lost five 
clients to Lyons & Lyons. Making 
move were Barbara Jo Allen, Wal- 
{lace Ford, Frances Gifford, Martha 
| O'Driscoll and Don Wilson. NBC 
| collects 5% on remaining periods of 
| current commitments. 
Network Bureau recently settled 
Dorothy Lamour’s defection to Lyons 
| Agency by splitting commissions. 


VARIETY 


IRNA ANSWERS NAI ‘RESULTS’ BOASTS BY 


“CITING ITS OWN; MEANTIN 


IRNA Not Dissolving But Its Continuance Is a 


Decision for Broadcasters to Make by Cleveland | 


Convention Next May, 


On the heels of the Chicago meet- 
ing a fortnight ago which resulted in 
the organization of Network Arffili- 
ates, Inc., as a.radio trade association 
rival to the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates, Inc., the latter 
(IRNA) issued a statement dated 
Nov. 28 at Philadelphia, home town 
of Sam Rosenbaum. This statement 
answered boasts of NAI of having 
quickly obtained ‘results’ in tke form 
of ASCAP adjustments of clauses, 
clearances and in other ways. 


Statement Declares 


stations of the country in excess of 
$600,000 per annum, assuming the 
blanket license basis for all. This is 
a tangible accomplishment worth 
recording, in view of the wholly 
nominal cost of IRNA to the affili- 
ates. Furthermore every station 
shares in this benefit, whether af- 
filiated or non-affiliated, and regard- 
less of membership in IRNA. 

As against these concrete accom- 
plishments the IRNA Network Nego- 
tiating Committees undertook their 


Partisans of the NAI have kept | work earnestly but accomplished 


up an active campaign to arouse en- 
thusiasm and jnduce memberships. | 
NAI is calling itself potentially the | 
most powerful station group in 
broadcasting, a natural and enlarged 
successor to IRNA which it calls ‘dis- 
credited and no longer useful in 
negotiating with networks. NAI 
leadership seems to merge with, if 
not synonymous with, the latent criti- 
cism of the National Association of 
Broadcasters itself. Here again is 
the oft-repeated cry against ‘network 
domination.’ Instead of NBC this 
time the whisperings are of CBS’ 
‘power.’ 


Admittedly the whole network- 
affiliate political situation just now is 
more than ordinarily muddled. With 
more or less the usual divisions of 
parties according to self-interest. 
The newer figure of Eugene Pulliam, 
president of WIRE, Indiananolis in 
fronting for NAI is explained by the 
trade politicians as due to his suspi- 
cion of WLW, Cincinnati, chief advo- 
cate and most plausible first bene- 
ficiary of super-power, if again sanc- 
tioned by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. 

Verbatim report issued last 
by IRNA reads as follows: 

(copy) 
TO ALL AFFILIATES: 

A report from IRNA appears to be 
in order at this time. 

The ASCAP negotiations are prac- 
tically concluded. The network 

gulations have become a matter for 

determination by the courts. 
During the past year IRNA re- 
ceived dues from 140 affiliate sta- 
tions, in round figures approximately 
$10,000. Of this sum approximately 
one-third was expended in traveling 
expenses for directors, one-third for 
printing, postage, telephones and 
other operating expenses, and one- 
third for fees and printing costs in- 
curred in the Monopoly hearings. No 
salaries were paid except trifling 
items for clerical help. 
Reviewing the work of IRNA, 
IRNA’s influence was largely instru- 
mental in acceptance by the net- 
works of the portions of the Code 
reducing the length of commercial 
copy. 
In the creation of BMI, IRNA was 
a potent factor in obtaining the sup- 
port of affiliates for that enterprise 
which was vital of its subsequent 
unqualified success and _ without 
which the substantial victory in the 
ASCAP negotiations could not have 
been achieved. 
In the negotiations for the present 
ASCAP contract, IRNA. obtained, 
among others, two provisions which 
will save affiliates hundred of 
thousands of dollars annually during 
the life of the contract. They are: 
1. We got a reduction of the local 
blanket commercial fee from 23%4%, 
the network rate which was first 
fixed by ASCAP as the station 
rate, to 2%%, the rate now avail- 
able to all stations. 
2. We got an allowance of 15% 
which every station can deduct 
from its gross local business be- 
fore applying ASCAP tax, repre- 
senting the cost of making sales, 
a deduction which previously had 
been allowed only to the networks. 
These two deductions represent a 
total saving of .84% out of the origi- 
mal 2.75% requested by ASCAP, 
making the net cost 1.91% for an 
ASCAP local blanket commercial 
license. This is therefore 30% less 
than would have been paid by all 
stations for a local blanket commer - 
cial ASCAP license if IRNA-had not 
stepped in according to F.C.C. figures 
for 1940, total sale of station non- 
network time was, in round figures 
$82,000,000. ® Probably well . over 
$70,000,000 of this was subject to 
ASCAP tax. 

On this basis we have saved the 


week 


practically nothing on such subjects 
as station-breaks, option hours, and 


100th Anniversary of the Philharmonic-Symphony Society of New Yor 


E IT SLUMBERS 


| some other operating practices. This 
| was because of the failure of the 
networks to realize what they could 
gain by treating with the stations on 
these subjects. This failure was 
partly due to competitive conditions. 

To some extent this may account 
for part of the Monopoly regulations. 
One of the networks has now recog- 
nized the importance of this field of 
endeavor by forming committees of 
its own affiliates to perform a part of 
this same function in its two net- 
works. It is our hope such commit- 
tees will prove effective in these 
efforts. 


However, the work that has been 
done by IRNA has made very con- 
siderable demands upon the time of 
its officers. For some time these of- 
ficers have been requesting to be 
relieved on the ground that they are 
unable to continue to devote the 
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time required toward carrying on 
such duties. 

At a meeting of the Board in Chi- 
cago on Nov. 25, 1941, the officers 
again requested to be released, but 
at the urgent request of the Board 
have again deferred formal resigna- 
tion until the Cleveland Convention 
in May, 1942, with the understanding, 
howevery that they dfé unable, dur- 
ing the interim, to function actively. 

In the meantime unless some 
emergency of national character re- 
quires resumption of activity by 
IRNA,, the Board sees no reason to 
propose to Affiliates the expense of 
maintaining permanent counsel or a 
paid staff. Pending final decision at 
the convention, IRNA will therefore, 
without dissolution, remain quiescent 
unless an emergency should arise. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Martin B. Campbell, 
Edwin W. Craig, 
Mark Ethridge, 

Don S. Elias 

John A. Kennedy , 

I. R. Lounsberry, 
Paul W. Morency, 
Charles W. Myers, 
George W. Norton, Jr., 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, 
L. B. Wilson. 


Broadcast exclusively for the past 12 years "° 


Florida Citrus 
May Cut Radho, 
Now Over Budget 


Blackett -Sample-Hummert may 
have to cut down on the spot broad- 
casting schedule that it had laid out 
for Florida Citrus because of the 
agency's discovery that the expendi- 
tures already allotted in various me- 
dia have gone over account's budget. 


Spot campaign as suggested by the 
agency calls for the crowding of five 
announcements into a station’s 
Thursday or Friday schedule and a 
run of 20 weeks. Some of the spot 
contracts started last week (24). 


William H. Ohle, new to staff of 
Needham, Louis and Brorby, Inc., 
Chicago. 
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NBC Publicity city Tops CBS? 


The Hooper-Holmes Bureau reports that after asking 476 radio 
editors during September, 1941, ‘which of the major network publicity 
releases do you find most convenient and useful’ it received 414 replies 
which broke down as follows: 


Number of % of Total 
Radio Editors Radio Editors 
Prefer NBC releases......+.ssesees 142 34.3 
Prefer CBS releases........+ese00¢ 103 24.8 
Prefer neither......sccecsessecees 105 25.4 
Would not state. .ccccccccccsevceee 60 14.5 
Out Of DUSINESS...cececececeeesers 4 1.0 
TOTAL: occcce nee ere a er 414 100.0 





10, 000 Navy Workers 


Glamorize Bremerton; 
Group Seeks Station 





Bremerton, Wash., Dec. 2. 
The Olympic Broadcasting Corp. 
of this city is seeking a license for a 
commercial radio station with 500 
watts power on 1540 kilocycles. 
Owners are A. W. Talbot, Ralph E. 

Purves and Mrs. Della M. Purves. 
At present Bremerton, home of the 
U. S. Navy Yard that currently em- 
ploys more than 10,000 workers, does 
not have a commercial radio station. 


‘SENTINEL OF FREEDOM’ 


Poster Contest For Radio Glorifica- 
tion Set Up By KYW, Philadelphia 








Philadelphia, Dec, 2. 
KYW is sponsoring a contest smong 
Philly art students for the best pos- 
ter expression of the thought: ‘Ra- 
dio-Sentinel of Freedom.’ First prize 
will be $100; second prize $50, and 
third prize $25. Judges will be Wal- 


ter K. Nield, vice-president and art 
director of Young & Rubicam; Joseph 
T. Fraser, Jr., dean of the Pennsyl- 
vania Academy of Fine Arts; Edward 
Warwick, dean of the Philadelphia 


TCALLSREPEATSUNFAIR 


— 


FOUR A'S GROUP 
RAPS PRAGTICE 


Charge National Advertisers 
Have ‘Double Choice’ on 
Best Time on Coast and 
This Hampers Develop- 
ment of Regional Adver- 
tising 





Museum of Irdustrial Art; Walter 
Antrim, City Architect, and Leslie 





W. Joy, general manager of KYW. 
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The oboe sounds tts “a” 
...and a New Century of Music begins 


of some 400 sat upright in their pews. 


harmonic-Symphony Society of New York. 


10,000,000 awaits the opening theme. 


hall in the hundred years of its history. 


. What finer tribute to the world’s greatest orchéstra on the beginning 


A hundred years ago in the Apollo Rooms on Lower Broadway, an oboe 
sounded the pitch...the strings, the brasses and the woodwinds tuned 
...and a Connecticut Yankee raised his baton to signal the start of 
. + . . . . 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. Before him, at their high music racks, 


stood the first symphony orchestra in America. Behind him an audience 





Today, in Carnegie Hall, an oboe again sounds its “‘a”’... and the 62nd 


successor to Ureli Hill raises his baton before the orchestra of the Phil- 
And behind him... before him...all around him...an audience of : 
10,000,000 people listening to the radio on a Sunday afternoon!... 


More than have heard the Philharmonic within the walls of a concert 


of its second century? What better evidence of an America musically 


PARMA RAT WT Or el Be The oscillograph registers the wave pattern of an oboe’s “a” sounded 


by the Philharmonte’s Bruno Labate. Instruments in an orchestra traditionally tune to an oboe 


because its pitch is accurate and its penetrating tone is easily caught by the human ear, 


aster THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 8YSTEM 


MENTIONS FTC 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


The national neiworks operating 


out of New York City have an un- 
disputed right to preempt local sta- 
tion time for their sponsored coast- 
to-coast programs but when the sup- 
plementary practice of using a ‘re- 
peat’ broadcast for the Pacific coast 
is added and separate time claims 
are made the resultant competition 
with regional accounts is. unfair. 
This is the sense of the position on 
re-broadcasts taken by the Pacific 
Council of the American Association 


of Advertising Agencies. The latter 
feels that the radio development of 
the west coast is being unfairly 
hampered by the practices of na- 
tional advertisers. Coast regional 
programs should have equality of 
status with re-broadcasts and not be 
kicked around or off the air to suit 
the repeat performances. 

Dan B. Miner, chairman of the 
Pacific Council, declares that such 
equality of status would improve 
radio conditions out here and mini- 
mize hazards in buying coast net- 
Pon time. In summing up the situ- 
ation, a Four A’s resolution points 
out that transcontinental network 
advertisers have the right to preempt 
time from local and sectional adver- 


tisers, which is considered reason- 
able. Exception, however, is taken 
to the double broadcast, which 


‘utilizes the best listening hours in 
all areas and preempts time from 
coast advertisers for the repeats.’ 
Admen claim such an arrangement is 
unfair as it blocks off for a national 
account time that has been built up 
over a period of years by a coast 
advertiser. 


In its recommendations to remedy 


the situation, additional to the status 
of equality, is a ruling which would 
restrict repeats originating in Holly- 
wood to periods after 9 p.m. It is 
held that that hour is the psycho- 
logical deadline on the coast be- 
cause most of the top shows are over 
by that time. Solution to extending 
the deadline into later hours, as ob- 
tains in the east, would be to ‘give 


them good shows after 9 o'clock.’ 

Admen believe the answer to their 
problem seems fair and ‘should the 
networks have any difficulty in mak- 
ing these regulations effective, the 
Federal Trade Commission would 
support these protections to Pacific 
Coast advertisers.’ 


Phil Spitalny Girls? 
Q.T. Ballet on Campus 
Misses That Get $1,090 


The 10 girl contestants in Phil 
Spitalny’s General Electric auditions 
arrive this (Wednesday) morning 
for publicity pictures, etc., and a re- 
review by his ‘Hour of Charm’ all- 
girl orchestra whose personnel, 
numbering 30, will select the three 
toppers. These will be announced 
next Sunday night on the regular 
Spitalny radio show, and each re- 
ceives $1,000 in cash. 

The trio then competes again on 
the Dec. 14 program and the best 
of the three gets an addtional $4,000 
musical fellowship. 

By secret ballot the Spitalny girls 
this week will select the three top- 
pers, going over transcriptions of 
previous programs to refresh their 
memories. 
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Johannes Steel Fills in for 20 Grand 
All at Varied Times on 17 Mutuals 





Johannes Steel started a new 
twice-weekly series last night (Tues- 
day) on a 17-station Mutual hookup 
for 20 Grand cigarets, but not a 
single one of the outlets is carrying 
the regular live program, not even 
the originating station, WOR, New 
York. Commentator spiels his show 
at 6:15 Tuesday and Thursday night, 
but because ali the stations carry- 
ing the series already have fixture 
programs at that time, all will record 
it from the Mutual line and air it 
at various subsequent times via play- 
back, 

Steel series is a four-week exten- 
sion of the Axton-Fisher tobacco 
contract, which would have expired 
this week with the fold of Mary 
Small musical show Monday nights 
for 20 Grand and ‘Danger Is My 
Business’ for Zephyr _ cigarets 
Wednesday nights. Extension will 
carry the account through Dec. 25. 

Steel continues his nightly series 
on WMCA, New York, for Monarch 
wines, 





BENDIX ENDING 


TREASURY DEAL 
DEC. 23 


Buchanan and other agencies are 
looking around for an advertiser to 
take over the ‘Millions for Defense’ 
show when the Bendix Corp.’s con- 
tract for the program and time ex- 
pires Dec. 23. Bendix will have 
carried the stanza, which plugs U. S. 
Treasury bonds and savings stamps, 
for 13 weeks, 

Show occupies the Tuesday 8 to 9 
p.m. period on the NBC-Blue. 








Harry Hagen’s Renewal 
J. B. Williams has renewed for 


vv 





REAMS OF WTOL NEW 
TOLEDO AREA REVENUER 


Toledo, Dec. 2. - 

Frazier Reams, president of the 
Community Broadcasting Co., which 
operates WTOL, Toledo, has been 
appointed collector of internal reve- 





'nue for the northwestern Ohio dis- 


trict by President Roosevelt. His 
appointment was confirmed by the 
Senate last week. 

He will be sworn into office by 
Judge Frank L. Kloeb of the U. S. 
District Court here. 


Charles Martin Series 
Set Geraldine Fitzgerald, 


Priscilla Lane, Fontaine 








Geraldine Fitzgerald will guest in 
a capsule version of the Edna Fer- 
ber-George Kaufman play, ‘Stage 
Door,’ for the Friday night (5) edi- 
tion of the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ 
series on CBS. 

Priscilla Lane will play her orig- 
inal part in ‘Four Daughters’ for 
the Dec. 12 stanza. Charles Martin, 
producer-writer, is also trying to get 
Lola Lane, who was likewise in the 
original Warner Bros. picture, for 
the same program. Rosemary Lane, 
the third Lane sister in the film, 
isn’t available for the broadcast, as 
it would conflict with ker current 
appearance in ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
the George Abbott musical at the 
Ethel Barrymore theatre, N. Y. 

Martin has a tentative deal for 
Joan Fontaine to guest on ‘Play- 
house’ some time early next year. 


Emily Holt on Coast 


Emily Holt, national executive- 
secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, planed to the 








the ‘True or False’ show with Dr.} Coast over the weekend to huddle 


Harry Hagen, m.c., effective Jan. 5. 


with officials of the Los Angeles and 


This takes the series into its fifth |San Francisco chapters regarding a 


year. 


number of problems that have arisen 


Program is on the NBC-Blue and /|in the union’s locals there. 


J. Walter Thompson is the agency. 


| She'll be gone about a week. 





} -— 








WHB HOLDS STAFF FEED 


Celebrates Its Best Year, Tells of 
Pians for 1942 








Kansas City, Dee, 2. 

WHB closed its most successful 
year with a celebration staff dinner 
at Hotel Phillips last Friday (28). 
Prexy Don Davis and G. M. John 
Schilling, presided. Prizes in the 
station’s annual contest on ‘Plans for 
Next Year’ went to Lindsey Riddle, 
engineer; LaVeta Anderson, secre- 
tary to Davis; Les Combs and Reese 
Wade, of the continuity staff; Sally 
Deane, secretary to Schilling, and 
Mary Ethel Neal, home economist. 

Davis announced staff changes in- 
clude the return to WHB of Les 
Jarvies, first at the station in 1930, 
who returns from a year at KFBI, 
Wichita, and Lew Kemper, who re- 
turns from KVO, Tulsa, to handle 
announcing and produce the daily 
staff frolic. Miss Deane, formerly 
at KMBC as secretary to Frank 
Barhydt, is new member of WHB 
staff. Nelson Rupard, who has been 
coordinator of the Kansas” State 
Network, left WHB to become man- 
ager of Station KTSW, Emporia, 
Kansas, Dec. 1. 

Station has just signed a new 
contract with its IBEW  tech- 
nicians. 


‘JUNIOR MISS 
NOT CLOSED 


Neither Colgate - Palmolive - Peet 
nor Lever Bros. had signed a con- 
tract late yesterday (Tuesday) to 
sponsor ‘Junior Miss,’ the half-hour 
radio adaptation of the Sally Ben- 
son sketches from the New Yorker 
mag. But both were actively in- 
terested and one or the other was 
expected to buy the show at any 
time. Ed Wolf Associates, package- 
producer, has refused to give any- 
one an option on the property, 

American Tobacco, acting through 
Lord & Thomas, made an outright 
offer to bankroll the series over Mu- 
tual, in behalf of Pall Mall cigarets. 
Firm’s idea was not only to test 
Mutual on a national basis, but pri- 
marily to push the New York sales 
of the cigaret through the network’s 
admittedly strong outlet, WOR. To- 
bacco offer was refused, but is be- 
lieved to be still available. 

As recorded for audition, ‘Junior 
Miss’ is directed by Carlo DeAngelo. 
Betty Philson plays the title part, 
with Gwen Davis as Fuffy, Richard 
Kollmar as the father and Kather- 
ine Raht the mother. Adaptor setup 
is open, but Mrs. Benson will have 
supervision and approval of scripts. 
She is reported getting $750 a week 
air royalties. Understood that Wolf 














may also get the radio rights to Mrs. 
Benson’s new series of New Yorker 
sketches, currently running in the | 
mag. 


‘VALIANT LADY’ AUTHOR’ 
CHANGE NOW PENDS 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

The Knox Reeves agency is mull- 
ing a change in the authorship of 
‘Valiant Lady,’ daytime Serial on 
NBC-Red for General Mills (Bis- 
quick). Show originates at WEAF, 
New York, with Rikel Kent produc- 
ing. Ruth Borden is currently the 
writer, but the decision about a re- 
placement will probably be made 
within the next couple of weeks. 

Two other Reeves serials, also pro- 
duced in New York by Kent, remain 
unchanged. They are ‘Stories 
America Loves,’ written by Howard 
Teichman and airing over CBS, and 
‘Mystery Man,’ by various different 
scripters, and heard over NBC-Red. 
Both plug Wheaties. 

Lloyd Griffin supervises all three 
stanzas for the agency from here, 


” 











Promote Ewald Kockritz 
Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 

Ewald Kockritz became WLW’s 
promotion manager Monday (1), 
succeeding Winfield Levi, who en- 
tered military service. Kockritz 
joined the Crosley staff last January, 
coming from KTHS, Hot Springs, 
Ark., where he was program direc- 
tor. 

His job of assistant editor of Buy- 
Way, WLW’s merchandising paper, 
passes to Rosemary Durham. 





Boston.—Philip Hobson hag joined 








WMEX to handle publicity. 


Dressing Rooms Inadequate at NBC. 


a 


Cause Agency-Talent-Web Friction 





ACME PAINT ON 
71 BREAKFAST CLUBS 


Acme Paint Co. will pay for 15 
minutes a week of ‘The Breakfast 
Club’ over 71 NBC-Blue stations, 
starting in February. 

Henri, Hurst & McDonald is the 
agency. 


Gerard, Vet Burley 
Producer Files Suit. 
On A. & C. Material 


Barney Gerard, producer director 
and author of burlesque shows for 
nearly a quarter of a century, who 
wrote serious stuff in Hollywood for 
five years to prove that he knew 
something besides burlesque, on 
Monday (1) filed suit in N. Y. Fed- 
eral court against the National 
Broadcasting Co., Standard Brands, 
Inc., J. Walter Thompson, Ltd., Bud 
Abbott and Lou Costello, charging 
that material had been lifted from 
some of his early burlesque musi- 
cals in Chase and Sanborn broad- 
casts June 1 and June 15, 1941. 

Action filed by Gerard's attorneys, 
House, Grossman, Vorhaus & Hem- 
ley, charges that material parts were 
taken from the 1918 and 1920 ‘Fol- 
lies of the Day’ scripts for the Chase 
and Sanborn broadcast June 1 and 
that the June 15 broadcast included 
parts from the 1918 script. The 1918 
‘Follies’ was called ‘Polly’s Going 
Up,’ complaint referring specifically 
to an airplane race sequence, while 
the 1920 script, entitled ‘The Political 
Revue,’ in part concerns a bull fight. 
Gerard alleges that the Abbott & 
Costello script for June 15 had the 
airplane dialog used in connection 
with the bull fight idea. Plaintiff 
is asking for an injunction, damages 
and an accounting of the profits. 














A. & C, Off Bergen Show? 
Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

Joe Stauffer, radio director of 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, denies the re- 
port that Abbott & Costello have 
been given their release by Stand- 
ard Brands and that the account 
may have to put up a legal fight to 
hold them on the Chase & Sanborn 
program, as the comics refuse to 
work with Bergen. 

Bergen has signatured a new two- 
year deal with C & S giving him 
the say-so over the java show as far 
as continuity and editing is con- 
cerned. Kenyon & Eckhardt say 
that this does not relieve it of con- 
trol over the show. It was reported 
that Bergen had succeeded induc- 
ing C & S to let him handle the 








Shortage of dressing rooms has de. 
veloped in the studio section of the 
NBC layout in Radio City, and on 
several occasions acrimonious argy. 
ments have broken out between 
agency producers and network per. 
sonnel over the judgment used in 
assigning the dressingrooms. What 
has aggravated the dressing room sit. 
uation is the practice now common 
among musical shows of having their 
choruses wear evening gowns. The 
girls as a rule bring their evening 
wear in suitcases, 

The producer of a commercial re. 
cently burned when he was told that 
his people would have to go three 
flights above the floor of their desig- 
nated studio for dressing accommo- 
dations. 


‘BILL OF RIGHTS 
SHOW IN FIVE 
LANGUAGES 


The National Association of Broad- 
casters last week advised all stations 
that ‘The Bill of Rights’ broadcast 
slated for Dec. 15 will be available 
in three forms, namely, as a live 
show running an hour (10-11 p.m, 
EST), a 15-minute transcription con- 
taining President Roosevelt’s address 
in English and recorded translations 
ofthe latter in five languages. 


The hour’s show will be produced 
by the Office of Civilian Defense and 
fed to all networks, Any station may 
arrange for a hook-in on this show 
or take it off the air provided the re- 
quired permission, a matter of for- 
mality, is obtained. The 15-minute 
transcription may be run at 10:45 
p.m., at which time the President 
will be speaking. 


Lady Esther ‘Later Mebbe’ 


Lady Esther has shelved for the 
present the idea of underwriting a 
second network show. It had been 
figuring on Freddy Martin’s band as 
the talent. 

It was to be an evening half-hour 
on the NBC-Blue, supplementing the 
Orson Welles show currently on CBS 
Friday nightss 

















skow on a package basis, which 


would give him control of the setup 
in the event one of his options were 
not picked up in the not too distant 
future. 
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1050 KC. CLEAR CHANNEL 


In the heart of the dial, the only full-time U.S. station 
on that frequency. 


GUARANTEED TIME 


The first 50,000-watt station ever to offer spot broad- 
casters guaranteed time availabilities twenty-four hours 
a day, fifty-two weeks a year. 


LOW COST PER LISTENER 


Any way you figure it—in size of market, watts per 
dollar, mail returns or plain old-fashioned sales results, 
WHN is now the biggest buy in spot broadcasting! 


NEW YORK...1540 Broadway, BRyant 9-7800 
Chicago Office: 360 N. Michigan, Randolph 5254 
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| taining, capable staffs to handle 
10 OF NATION’ 7 l l INTERNATIONALS ALS HAVE inter tional tations n w broad st 
| international stations now broadcast. 
Modus Operandi 
| By tying two outlets together—as 
| has been done in the case of WLWO, 
| Cincinnati, and WGEA-WGEO, Sche- 
| nectady—each station can air the 


| work of an expert staff in a particular 
| language without maintaining such a 
staff itself. WGEA-WGEO is trad- 


Future Use of Existing Facilities for Inter-City sa that, Tt was soon discovered | ing some of its German and French 
j ‘ | broadcasts w:th WLWO in return for 


Pickups Will Be Clarified — Recent Emphasis however, that by plugging one line! ¢\’caich and Finnish from the latter. 


. . ° | into another through the switchboard| Donovan's office encourages and, 
Upon Finnish and oweele eave atte }in Donovan's New York headquarters | in fact, may later arrange such 


—_ a web could be established. trades. They'll vary with events 
What plans Donovan’s staff has for | abroad, concentration being placed 





lines are still being used primarily 





The physical means already exist; ternational transmitter except distant | |the web hasn’t been disclosed. It is|on different languages according to 


to create a ‘network’ of 10 shortwave |KGEI (General Electric) in San) derstood that for the present it|the political need for getting the 
stations in the United States. This if- Francine. | will be used only for occasionally | Armerican message across to a par- 
and-when hookup is possible through| New setup hasn't been put to work | connecting two or three of the sta-| ticular people at a particular time. 

long land lines arranged by the | to its maximum as yet, |tions up so they can exchange each For instance, reason for putting 
Office of the Coordinator of Infor- Originally the Coordinator’s office | other’s programs: That becomes im-| Finnish and Swedish on WGEA- 
mation (William J, Donovan) in New put in lines directly to the stations | portant because of the difficulty of |WGEO in addition to WLWO recent- 
York, and brings together every in-! merely to monitor them—and the | obtaining, and the expense of main-!ly was tied up with U. S. efforts to 
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Every day newly-won customers drive Into General Petroleum 
stations in Los Angeles...a direct and immediate result of 
G. P. selling over KNX. 

“We feel results of the Company’s shows” right here in the 
station,” says attendant Knowles. “KNX wins us new friends 


and customers after every broadcast.” 


*“I Was There” — KNX, 8:30-9:00 P. M., Sundays 
“Pigskin Preview” — KNX, 6:1 5-6:30 P. M., Wednesdays 


Like men behind the counters of drug stores 
and grocery stores—like all on the sales front 
who are face-to-face with Los Angeles con- 
sumers’ response to advertising—G. P. station 
attendants know the KNX power to influence 
brand preference. 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





Represented nationally by RADIO SALES with offices located in New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte, and San Francisco 





make the Finns quit helping Ger- 
many. Efforts on the Swedes are to 
strengthen their resistance to com- 
plete collaboration with Germany 

NBC’s shortwavers recently also 
increased the time they have been 
devoting to Finnish and Swedish. 
They cut down on German and Ita!- 
iarr to do it. 


The one station not tied up to Don. 
ovan’s switchboard is KGEI, San 
Francisco, which is so distant that 
cost makes it prohibitive to rent a 
line on a monthly basis until there is 
more need for it. Other outlets 
webbed together are all in the east. 
They are WRCA-WNBI, New York 
(RCA-NBC); WBOS, Boston (West- 
inghouse); WCBX, New York (CBS); 
WCAB, Philly (WCAU Broadcasting 
Co.); WLWO, Cincinnati (Crosley); 
WGEA-WGEO, Schenectady (Gen- 
eral Electric), and WRUL-WRUW, 
Boston (World-Wide Broadcasting 
Foundation). 

WRUL has been making use of the 
Donovan line to pipe programs from 
New York to its transmitter near 
Boston. Couple of other stations are 
now clamoring for the same privi- 
lege, and a showdown is expected 
shortly as to whether the Govern- 
ment lines can be used for this pur- 
pose or not. One station, it is under- 
stood, is even seeking use of the line 
to carry a commercial from Man- 
hattan. 





Leonard Brockington 
To Give War Talks In 
London, Some on CBS 


Mortreal, Dec. 2. 

Leonard W. Brockington, former 
chairman and _ president of the 
Board of Governors of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., who for the 
past two years has been a special 
wartime assistant in the office of 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, 
handed in his resignation Wednesday 
(26) on ground he had accepted in- 
vitation to deliver addresses in Bri- 
tain and the United States on 
Canada at war. 

His British addresses and broad- 
casts will be handled through the 
British Ministry of Information and 
he will speak to the United States 
from London via the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

On return from Britain Brocking- 
ton will resume his former law prac- 
tice which ‘personal circumstances 
has made necessary. 


ee 


C. D. Alcott from Asia 
Now WLWO Newscaster 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2 

Carroll D. Alcott, who recently 
returned to the States after 13 years 
of newspaper work in China, joins 
WLW’s growing staff of newscasters 
Dec, 8 as the station’s authority on 
the Far Eastern situation. He will 
report and interpret Asiatic events 
in daily broadcasts at 8:15 a.m., with 
a special Sunday program at 11:15 
p.m. 

Alcott was editor of the Shanghai 
Post and Mercury, assistant editor of 
the China Press, an Associated Press 
correspondent in three wars, and 
broadcast reports of the current 
Sino-Japanese hostilities on Shang- 
hai’s XMHA. 





Ski News Sponsored 


~ Montreal, Dec. 2. 
National Breweries is under- 
writing the reports of ski conditions 





'in the Laurentians broadcast by 


CFCF. The contract became effec- 
tive last weekend and runs until 
March 28. The reports are deliv- 
ered once Fridays and twice on 
Saturdays with Lloyd Lockhart as 
English commentator and Marcel 
Baulu, the French version. 

Canadian Gum has bought five- 
minute newscasts and Quaker Oats 
daily spot announcements on the 
same outlet. 





Flannery’s Berlin Lowdown 
St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

KMOX and the local Downtown 
Kiwanis Club will host Harry W. 
Flannery, Berlin correspondent for 
CBS and former new. director at 
KMOX at a testimonial dinner to- 
night (Wednesday, 3). 

Flannery was fetched here from 
New York by Entertainment, Inc., 
headed by Paul Beisman, for a spiel 
of what he saw and heard in Ger- 
many during a six months’ sojourn 
as a gabber. 





Joe E. Lewis will guest on Ilka 
Chase’s Penthouse Party (Camels) 
over NBC blue Dec. 3. 


It 


| 
| 








————— 





T=, 

an 

lat 
a 


1S 


St. 
rk 
st- 
3); 
ng 
y); 
ne 


W, 
ng 


he 
ym 
‘ar 
ire 
vi- 
ed 
n- 
ir- 


ne 
in- 


39 


ler 
he 
an 
he 
ial 
of 
1g, 
in- 
ri- 


on 


id= 
he 
nd 
les 
la 


ig- 
iC- 
‘es 


Pr 


tly 
irs 
ns 


on 

ill 
its 
ith 


lai 
of 
nd 
nt 


til 
Ve 
yn 
as 


e- 
its 


yn 


or 





Wednesday, December 8, 1941 





RADIO 37 





CHECK AXIS AIR ‘OMISSIONS’ 








GO NOTES WHAT 
5, (O NOT, alll 


Dictators Ignored Recent 
U.S. Coal Strike—Probably 
Because Consideration to 
Labor Unions Might Im- 
press Workers—Meantime 
FCC’s Propaganda An- 
alyses Becomes Highly Ex- 
pert 





—_——- 


DAILY BREAKDOWNS 


Shortwave radio propaganda of the 
Axis powers against the United 
States is not only now checked in 
positive terms of what is said but 
the monitoring service of the Federal 
Communications Commission is now 
taking note of what is not said. 
There is a good deal of significance 
in the latter, Most noteworthy re- 
cent omission from the dictators’ 
propaganda mills was the complete 
failure to mention the coal strike sit- 
uation in the United States. 


Most plausible guess of this omis- 
sion is that the dictatorships did not 
want to emphasize to the workers 
of the world, including possibly 
their own, that even in the face of a 
great crisis, the United States Gov- 
ernment is elaborately patient with 
and considerate to labor unions. In 
Germany or Italy firing squads and 
concentration camps would be the 
obvious prescription for an outbreak 
of labor difficulties. 

Meantime extensive listening to 
and analyses of foreign shortwave 
newscasts aimed at the United States, 
and Latin America reveals that the 
U. S. A. is rapidly becoming expert 
enough for a high-powered radio 
propaganda job of its own. Reports 
are prepared by the monitoring ser- 
vice of the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Daily summary and analyses are 
primarily intended for private dis- 
tribution by the FCC to top govern- 
ment execs and to the staffs of the 
Coordinator of Information (William 
J. Donovan) and the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs (Rockefeller 
Committee ). Donovan’s office is 
charged with getting the U. S. view- 
point to Europe and Asia via the 11 
independent shortwave stations in 
this country, while Rockefeller’s 
group handles Latin America. 

Well Edited 


Reports by the monitoring service 


were started several months ago and 
have been rapidly gaining in size 
and scope. Recent ones have been 


running more than 50 mimeographed 
pages daily and are very efficiently 


edited, subdivided, indexed and 
cross-indexed, They cover broad- 
casts by Germany, Italy, Japan, 
France, French Equatorial Africa 
(DeGaulle), England, Russia and 
China. 

It is an added policy to note pre- 


ceding the 
country’s 


of each foreign 
showing what 


summary 
outpourings 


subjects its broadcasters have omit- 
ted, 
Following the end of the recent 


Coal strike, the British radio on Tues- 
day (25), occasioned notice from the 
FCC editors with its first extensive 
comment 


on the U.S, labor scene 
and its first direct appeal to the 
workingman in this country. It also 


took a swipe at ‘U. S. coal barons’ 
who would use the defense effort as 
an excuse for taking advantage of 
labor, 

BBC’s eodeiniat was made by Har- 
old J. Laski, a member of the British 
Labor a He reminded Ameri- 
Can workers that Britain’s labor 
unions have voluntarily suspended 
their privileges for the duration. 

Attacks on F. D. R. 

Violent personal attacks on Presi- 
dent Roosevelt which were prevalent 
in German and Italian airings a few 
weeks ago, appear to have died down 
somewhat. Mussolini’s broadcasters 
took time last week, however, to tell 
‘he U. S. that its public is 

d,” which hardly seems the subtle 


way to win friends and influence 
people. It was ‘the sharpest attack 
against U. S. people in some time,’ 
FCC monitors noted. 


Atrocity stories, the reports reveal, 
are getting widespread useage on the 
German, Italian and Russian radios. 
British seem to keep away from them 
pretty much, Manner in which the 
French transmitters mirror the Ger- 
man viewpoint, as shown in the an- 
alyses, leaves little doubt as to the 
extent of ‘collaboration.’ 





Heifetz at $5,000 Is 
Final Ford Soloist 


Jascha Heifetz will wind up the 
winter season of the Ford Hour 
some time in March. 





Government Stations Use 
Mexican Name Artists 
For Winter Dramatics 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 

A dramatic series was inagurated 
(29) by the Ministry of the Interior 
at its local radio stations, KEDP and 
XEXA, both 10,000-watters. Pro- 
grams are non-commercial. Play- 
ers, who function until February, 
includes ace Mexican radio-stage- 
screen personage Carlos Lopez 
Moctezuma, Josefina Escobedo, Am- 
paro F. Villegas, Enrique Garcia 
Alvarez, Andres Novo, and Jose San- 
chez Ramirez. 








Low-Priced Advertising on City-Owned 
Station Rapped by Politicians 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 2. 

The Popular Cultural Commission 
has been asked to look into opera- 
tions of Radio Municipal (LS 1) B.A. 
owned outlet, with a view to ‘im- 
proving programs.’ Station is cur- 
rently on the hot spot as a result of 
| probing by the Acting President’s 
special Commission which has re- 








confine itself to cultural and educae 
tional broadcasts instead of compete 
ing with other stations. 

Competish has been increasingly 
great due in part to the lower rates 
offered by the official outlet. 





Wallace R. Johnson, formerly with 
KOB, Albuquerque, New Mexico, is 





~ Initial production was George placed the Buenos Aires’ City Coun- new radio copy writer for the 
Violinist will receive $5,000 for his| Kaiser’s ‘A Day in October,’ three | cil. Group suggested that the station| Thomas F. Conroy Advertising 

stint. acts and running an hour. halt all commercial advertising and! Agency, San Antonio. 
— — ———_| 
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‘dull-wit- | 


accurate control technique. 
on Dr. Richard R. Mead of the Wharton School of -Fiiaace and 
Commerce, University of Pennsylvania. The result is a scientific 


. 
BATTLE CREEK 


eFRANKFORT 


KENTUCKY 


Combined retail drug and grocery sales in WLW's 
Nighttime Merchandise-Able Area are one-third 
greater than those of New York City’s five boroughs, 
more than three times greater than corporate Chicago! 


BECAUSE WE 


SALES MANAGER 


+ is vital for us to maintain the 


ance between selling and advertis 


Modern management demands that sales and advertising costs 
be controlled. Constantly growing competition, narrowing 
profit margins, make uncertainty about distribution costs a 
luxury few companies can afford. Since cost control involves 
media, the increasing use of radio has reflected the need for an 


To meet this problem, WLW called 





eLEXINGTOR 












CAN’T AFFORD 


The Luxury of Uncertainty 


market study entitled “The Allocation of the WLW Radio 
Dollar in 345 Midwestern Counties.” 


Dr. Mead’s study involved.an analysis of 208,411 eoincidental 


telephone survey calls in twenty-eight markets and 396,545 


pieces of mail received from four offers broadcast at four 


different periods of the 


ay over WLW, 


Since its publication, a number of specific uses of the study 


have demonstrated that it has a practical application for many 


cost control problems, some of which undoubtedly confront you. 


Investigate WLW’s Cost Allocation plan—it will show you 


how to control costs and increase sales in rich WLW Land. 


THE NATION’S MOST 





Consult your advertising agency, or write to WLW, Cincianetl, 
Ohio. We will be glad to send «@ representative to explain 
the Cost Allocation pian and how it applies to your problem. 


MERCHANDISE-ABLE STATION 
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Neville Miller Sanguine of Radio 
Future; Sees Microphones Helning 
Public Check the Next ‘Peace: 





San Francisco, Dec. 2. 

No investigation of radio by the 
government is foreseen by Neville 
Miller, National Association of Brsad- 
casters prexy, who attended 15th 
District sessions here (28-29). 

‘As a result of the failure of the 
film investigation, the investigation 
of radio has collapsed entirely,” Mil- 
ler said. ‘All surveys have shown 


that radio has given equal time to! 


each side of the foreign policy ques- 
tion.’ 


Stressing radio’s morale-building 
and defense importance, Miller said 
that he does not fear censorship be- 
cause ‘to suppress radio and free 
speech would be a big blow to pub- 
lic morale. Anyway, he added, ra- 
dio is exercising its own voluntary 
censorship. 

Miller predicted that the American 
people will sit in on the next peace 
conference by radio and said that 
had dialers been able to hear Presi- 
dent Wilson regarding the League of 
Nations it would never have been 
turned down. 

No ASCAP representatives partic- 


! 








ipated in the music session, although | 
E. C. Mills had been programmed. | 
However, a speaker from the floor | 
stated that ASCAP was now wooing | 
minor execs, wining and dining heads 
of station music departments, etc., in 
a goodwill campaign. Speaking for 
BMI, Carl Haverlin said the outlook 
was bright. He added that BMI was 
not intended to replace but rather to 
compete with ASCAP, and pointed 
out that it’s not a private enterprise 
but can be voted out of existence by 
its members. 


C. P. MacGregor told how tran- 
scription costs have soared, with ac- 
tors who formerly drew $5 now get- 
ting $110 a day even if they read only 
one line. Ralph Brunton discussed 
labor. 

Highlights of the two-day meet 
were a defense luncheon attended by 
military biggies, a cocktail party at 
the new NBC building with Al Nel- 
son hosting, and a dinner prepared 
by George Mardikian. Attending 
latter were: 


Neville Miller, George Berringer, KHUB; 
Paul R. Bartlett, KFRE; John Brunton, 
KQW-KJBS; Eddie Calder, KHUB; Leon- 





| dio 


PRYOR’S TWO JOURNEYS 


West fer Irene Dunne and Orson 
Welles Cavaicades for DuPont 








Arthur Pryor, Jr., B.B.D.&O. ra- 
head, went to the Coast last 
week to handle the broadcast from 
there of Irene Dunne in ‘Cimarron’ 
for the ‘Cavalcade of America’ show. 
He’s due back late this week, but 
will return to L. A. the end of next 
week to do the Dec. 15 edition of 
‘Cavalcade,’ which also originates in 
Hollywood. It'll star Orson Welles 
in ‘The Great Man Votes.’ After 
that Pryor will return east for an 


| indefinite stay. 


Next Monday night's (8) stanza of 
‘Cavalcade’ will offer Franchot Tone 
in ‘Men in White’ and the Dec. 22 
broadcast will be a repeat of ‘The 
Green Pastures,’ with Juano Her- 
nandez and the Hall Johnson choir. 





ard Callahan, SESAC; Clyde Coombs, 
KARM; Glenn Deolberg, KGO-KPO; Bob 
Dumm, KSFO; H. 0. Fiebig, KQW:; Ernest 
Fintey, KSRO; Ed Franklin, KJBS; Jack 
Frost, RCA; E. J. Gough, SESAC; Wilt 
Gunzendorfer KSRO; Carl Haverlin, BMI; 
Arthur Kemp, CBS: Keith Kerby, KROW; 
Gerald King, Standard Radio; Edward M. 
Kirby, NAB and War Dept.: Howard Lane, 
KFBK; C. P. MacGregor; Harold Meyer, 


KYA; Charles Morin, CBS; Al Nelson, 
NBC; S&S. H. Patterson, KSAN: Frank Pel- 
legrin, N.A.B.; Jennings Pierce, NBC; Leo 
Ricketts, KFBK- Dan Rodgers, Spector 


Agency; J. E. Rodman, KFRE: Bill Ryan, 
NBC; Milt Samuel NBC; Robert Scheutz, 
Hollywood; Charles Scott, KTKC; William 
Smullin, KTEM; Hale Sparks, U.C. radio; 
Lindsey Spight, Blair agency; Don Tel- 
ford, KIUN; H. E. Thomas, KMYC; 
liam Thompson, KROY; Haan Tyler, KSFO; 
Howard Walters, KDON; Ralph Went- 
worth, Long-Worth; Eugene Warner, KLS: 
Art Westlund, KRE; Jack Winston, KOH. 

















The Year’s Most Important 


Public Service Announcement 


Beginning Monday, December 1 


Last-minute news gathered by 


The New York Times 


will be broadcast 


every hour on the hour’ by 


WM CA NEW YORK 


America’s Leading Independent Station 


* Monday through Saturday: 8 a.m. through 11 p.m, 
Sunday: 9 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 11 p.m, 








FOR 7 MORE WEEKS 


Una Merkel has been renewed by 
|Philip Morris for another seven 
| weeks for the title part in ‘Nancy 
| Bacon Reporting,’ the dramatic spot 
in the ‘Johnny Presents’ program 
Tuesday nights over NBC-Red 
(WEAF). That will extend her run 
on the show to 13 weeks. 

Subsequent renewal periods are 13 
weeks each. 








Tone, Diana Barrymore 
On Saturday Morn Show 


Franchot Tone and Diana Barry- 
more guests Saturday morning (6) 
on the Armstrong “Theatre of To- 
day,” via CBS. 

Kenneth Webb produced the show 
for B.B.D. & O. 





Seattle.—Merrill Inch, formerly 
commercial manager of KOH, Reno, 
Nevado, has joined the Seattle of- 
fice of KINY, Juneau, Alaska, as na- 
tional sales manager. 











Defense, Latins, F-M Dominate School 
Conference; Expect 1,800 to Attend 


UNA MERKEL RENEWAL 





Chicago, Dec. 2. 

The fifth annual meeting of the 
School Broadcast Conference opens 
here tomorrow (Wednesday) at the 
Hotel Congress. It is expected to 
draw around 1.800 persons, the con- 
ference having become an annual 
midwestern rally and an exchange 


point for ideas and practices. Work 
study groups, program demonstra- 
tions and round tables will consume 
three days. 


NBC’s James R. Angell will pre- 
side over a teacher's panel on ‘How 
We Use Radio.’ Thomas B. Rish- 
worth of NBC will exploit the Du- 
pont program ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
as a classroom tie-up possibility. 

As with other lines of American 
endeavor just now, conference will 
concern itself muchly with defense 
organization and cooperation. One 
of the big meetings of the conference 
will be devoted to national defense 
and morale, with principal speakers 
Brigadier General Frederic Osborn, 
of morale division of U. S. Army: Ed 
Kirby, and Frank Kingdon, of Facts 
and Figures office. 


Another group meeting will dis- 
cuss Latin American relations, with 
principal speaker Ed Tomlinson, in- 
tercontinental advisor to NBC. FM 
will be discussed under leadership of 
Linus Travers, of Yankee network. 





Ohio Radio Conference 
Dover, O., Dec. 2. 

The Eastern Ohio Conference on 
Radio and Visual Education was held 
Nov. 28 and 29 at Dover, O., spon- 
sored by the Dover public schools in 
cooperation with the Ohio State 
University and the Ohio Department 
of Education. 


STILL COUNTING 
NBC AFFILIATE 
VOTES 





Final count of ballots in the elec- 
tion of delegates to the 
NBC planning and advisory 
mittees consisting of Red and Blue 
networks affiliates had not 
completed by yesterday (Tuesday), 
but some of the probable winners 
were indicated. It looked as though 
Earl May, of KMA, Shenandoah, 
would represent the Blue third dis- 
trict; that Ed Yokum, of KGHL, 
Billings, Mon., would get the nod 
in the Red sixth dilistrict; Tracy 
McCraken, of KFDC, Cheyenne, 
was in as far as the Blue sixth dis- 
trict was concerned, and that Henry 


proposed 


com- 


been 


Johnson, of WSGN, Birmingham, 
had a wide edge in the Blue fourth 


district. 

There was a hot race in the Red 
third district between Stanley Hub- 
bard, of KSTP, St. Paul, and John 
Gillin, Jr., of WOW, Omaha, but with 


Hubbard leading at the moment. 
Hubbard has not, he states, sought 
the job or campaigned for it. 
Harry Stone, of WSM, Nashville, 
and Leonard Reinsch, of WSB, At- 
lanta, were nip-and-tuck for the 
Red fourth district assignment, and 
Samuel Rosenbaum, of WFIL, 
Philadelphia, and Allen Campbell, of 


WXYZ, Detroit, were doing a pho- 
tographic finish for the Blue second 
district trophy. 

Both committees will hold thei 
first meeting in New York, the Red 
group, Jan, 6, and the Blue con- 
tingent, Jan. 7. 


CBS Builds Jerry Wayne, 
For Regent Cigaret 
Spot on Mutual Web 


New singer, Jerry Wayne, who has 
been on CBS sustaining buildup, will 
head up the new Regent cigaret com- 
mercial over Mutual in early Janu- 
ary. 

It will be a Monday-Tuesday-Wed- 
nesday 15 minutes directly after the 








| Coca Cola quarter hour (on Mutual) 


at 10:15 
the deal. 


nightly. MCA Artists set 
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VOTED 5 TO 1 FAVOURITE OVER EVERY 


ER \s “On The Air” ais 
- Biggest Hit! with 





OTHER FEATURE IN NATION-WIDE POLL! 


























and QUAKER OATS WAS RIGHT! 


Carroll Levis SOLD Quaker Oats 
and Quaker Corn Flakes Right 
Up Until War Was Declared and 
Commercial Radio Suspended... 


For 5 Years With B.B.C. 


5 Years The Biggest Box | 


Office Attraction In England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales! 


... AND NOW THIS AMER- 
ICAN RADIO PERSONALITY IS 
HOME AGAIN WITH SOME 
SENSATIONAL SELLING 
ANGLES!!! 





























American Representative London Representative 


ROY WILSON 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. 
PLaza 5-5480 


189 Regent Street 
London W. I., England 


COLLINS & GRADE, LTD. 


NOW Carroll Levis is going to 
sell Quaker Corn Flakes for 
you every Sunday from Radio 
Normandy 9:15 P.M. --- Radio 
Lyons 8:30 P.M.--- Radio Lux- 
embourg 10:30 P.M. 


2,000 Quaker Radio Club Fans 
Packed The Odeon ‘Theatre, 
West End’s Latest Luxury Cin- 
ema, To See Carroll Levis At 
Work... HE’S THE BIGGEST 
DRAW ON THE AlIR---HE’LL BE 
THE BIGGEST DRAW TO YOUR 
SHOP. 
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Interviews, Forums, 


Newscasts Set For | 





N. Y. Convention of Manufacturers 


vv 


Radio programs will be numerous- 
ly originated from or in connection 
with the 46th annual convention of 
the National Association of Manu- 
facturers this week. The conven- 
tion opens today (Wednesday) and 
continues through Friday at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York. 

Edwin C. Hill for American Oil 
and Lowell Thomas for Sun Oibwill 
newscast several times from the ho- 
tel. They will interview prominent 
industrialists as will Fulton Lewis. 

Charles Hook of American Roil- 
ing Mill, Charles E. Wilson of Gen- 
eral Electric, E. V. Moncrieff of 
Swan-Finch Oil, H. Boardman Spald- 
ing of A. G. Spalding, W. W. Shoe- 
maker of Armour, Howard Coonley 
of Walworth are some of the N.A.M. 
members who will be heard on vari- 
ous radio programs out of Manhat- 
tan during the week. 

NBC’s Town Hall forum and CBS 
‘People’s Platform’ each has N.A.M. 
tie-ups and angles currently. 





Repeat News on KHJ 
On This-ls-Where-We 
Came-In WHN Basis 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 


Continuous hour of news, in four 
sections of 15 minutes each, a la 
WHN, New York’s ‘radio newsreel 
theatre,’ is the newest device of the 
Raymond R. Morgan agency to be 
tried out on KHJ under the sponsor- 
ship of Gallo wines. Same roundup 
of news will be repeated three times 
by Newscaster Norman Nesbitt, the 
idea being that a dialer can always 
get his fill by tuning the station at 
any time between 10 and 11 p.m. 
six nights a week (Sunday ex- 
cepted ). 

Program starts Dec. 8 and observ- 
ers will keep tab on its effect on 
Richfield Reporter, now in its 11th 
year on KFI, and Bob Garred in the 
same 10 p.m. spot on KNX. Pro- 
gram is logged as ‘Gallo Continuous 
Newsreel.’ 





Network Premieres 


Dec, 5 
Shirley Temple, variety; Fri- 
days 10-10:30 p.m., CBS Elg;n 
watch, Esty agency. 

















R. J. Scott Heads Radio 
Group Discussion For 
Chicago Four A’s Meet 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Three group discussions, including 
radio, have been set for the con- 
densed convention of the American 
Association of Advertising Agencies 
to be held in the Lake Shore Ath- 
letic Club here on Dec. 11. Radio 
group meeting will be headed by 
R. J. Scott of the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency. Otto Stadelman of 
Needham, Louis & Brorby agency 
will lead a group discussion on 
media, while E. Thomas McBreen of 
the J. Walter Thompson agency will 
handle meeting to talk about me- 
chanical production. 

John McDonald of the Buchen 
Company is general chairman of the 
central council and has informed 
members that the first executive ses- 
sion will be an open discussion of 
current problems of the advertising 
agency business, with the m.e. to be 
Guy C. Smith of Brooke, Smith, 
French & Dorrance, Inc. Also in 
will be prexy John Benton and man- 
aging director Frederic Gamble. 








Franklin Tooke Gets 
KDKA Program Berth 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

Franklin Tooke, from Westing- 
house WOWO-WGL in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., has been named program di- 
rector at KDKA, succeeding George 
Heid, who resigned couple of weeks 
ago. 

Tooke took over his new duties 


CHARLES VANDA EAST 


Will Produce CBS Specials—Also 
Confers With Lewis in Wash. 





Hollywood, Dec. 2. 

His hitch being up on Lifebuoy’s 
‘Hollywood Premiere,’ which he pro- 
duced, Charles Vanda shoved off for 
New York to handle several shows 
for CBS. His post here as western 
division program director at KNX 
will be filled by Paul Pierce, con- 
tinuity editor and producer, for the 
period of Vanda’s New York pitch. 
Vanda will take time out early next 
month for a few weeks collaboration 
with W. B. Lewis, CBS program 
head, now on loan to Office of Facts 
and Figures in Washington. 

Set up for Vanda while east are 
production of ‘Miracle in Manhat- 
tan,’ which he authored; Christmas 
Carol program, with Sir Thomas 
Beecham conducting the symphony, 
and William Saroyan’s ‘There’s 
Something I’ve Got to Tell You.’ 

Understood Lewis returns to his 
CBS post Feb. 1. 


DAVE EDELSON GETS 
ILLINOIS STATE JOB 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 


Dave Edelson has been appointed 
to the Tilinois Development Commis- 
sion, through which he will handle 
radio programming for the various 
departments of the state. 

Edelson is one of the real radio 
veterans of Chicago, starting in with 
his own studio back in the crystal set 
days. 


Navy Recruiting Show 


New Series produced by the U. S. 
Navy and originating at the San 
Diego naval base airs Saturday aft- 
ernoons over Mutual, starting Dec. 
13. It will be a half-hour stanza 
with a 35-piece navy band and guest 
talent, along the lines of the army’s 
‘This Is Fort Dix,’ already carried 
Sunday afternoons by the same net- 
work. 

Show will be called ‘Anchors 
Aweigh.” It’s aimed to ballyhoo the 
navy generally and, in particular, to 
hypo enlistments, which have fallen 
off since the recent sinking of the 
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pT Anns Guy Lombardo is wise — especially when it comes to 
keeping healthy and fit during the dangerous winter months. 


“From November to April,” says Guy,““when the combination 
of harder work, later hours and less wholesome exercise tend 
to sap vitality and break down resistance, I rely on my Hanovia 
Sun Lamp to help keep me in tip-top shape. Believe me, it’s 
the finest form of health insurance I know.” 


And how very sensible and wise Guy is! For, you see, science 
has proved that daily Hanovia sun baths will help keep you in 
rime physical condition all winter long. Its healthful, tonic- 
e ultraviolet rays help restore energy... give you that needed 
“life” when you feel worn out. Regular Hanovia sun baths are 
a wonderful aid against winter colds and other common ail- 
ments. And they give you a smart healthy-looking tan, too. 


This winter when the going’s tough, get the Hanovia habit. 
Just a snap of the switch will give you all the healthful ultra- 


violet you need. 


HANOVIA ALPINE HOME SUN LAMP 


See Hanovia Lamps at department, electric and medical stores and our showrooms. 


HANOVIA 


Plays nightly in the Roosevelt Grill in New York City. 


Chemical 
& Mtg. Co. 
Newark.N. J. 
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NEW YORK 
155 W. 57th St. 
BOSTON 
134 Federai St 


» CHICAGO 
77 East Lake St 
DETROIT 


5013 Woodward Ave 1 


DIFFERENCE IN 
SUN LAMPS! 


The Hanovia patented 


Sriegayen all 12bands 
of ultraviolet, substantially 
effective 
than any other ma 
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Ordinary sun lamps have bulb- 
like tubes. The site casing of Prices from 
these tubes, because of their $64.50 F.0.8, 
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5-Day NY. ‘Clinic’ for Three CBS'ers 





Critchfield, del Castillo, Renier Assigned to Listen 
to Block, East, Morgan, McBride, Others 





Unorthodox Survey 





Bowling Green, O., Dec. 2. 
Telephone survey made by stu- 
dents ia an advertising class at 
Bowling Green State University 
revealed that only 39% of Bowl- 
ing Green families used their 
radios at night. Of this group, 
30% did not know the station 
to which they were tuned, 
and 50% did not know who 
sponsored the programs being 
heard. Half of the listeners 
interviewed tuned in on the 
programs regularly. The sur- 
vey indicated that Fred Allen, 
Big Town, and Dr. Christian 
were the most popular programs 
in that order. 

There was more dialing be- 
tween 9:30 p.m. and 10 p.m, than 
any other half hour, according 
to the survey. 


Philadelphia Radio Club, 
If Materializing, Will 
Ban Snooty Journalists 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 


A club, restricted to radio execs 
with ten or more years association 
with the industry, is in the process 
of organization here. It’s to be a 
weekly luncheon group with only 
bona fide execs and top salesmen, a 
spokesman said, ‘with announcers, 
engineers and newspapermen ex- 
ciuded.’ The dig at the newsmen is 
in retaliation for the action of the 
scribes’ Pen and Pencil Club which 
blackballed several radio men who 
applied for membership. 

No name has yet been selected for 
the new club. 

















Among the tags sug- | 


gested are Radio Pioreers, the Mikes, | 


Broadcasters. 

Several attempts have been made 
in the past to organize a discussion 
and social group in the radio indus- 
try, but none jelled. The 
move has the backing of most of the 
executive personnel of the local out- 
lets. A meeting is skedded today 
(Tues.) at the Ben Franklin hotel for 
the purpose of getting the club 
started. 





RAMSEY THE TOURIST 


Lots of Travel Goes With Those 
P. & G. Jobs 








Radio executives of Procter & 
Gamble are currently bicycling be- 
tween New York and the firm’s home 
office in Cincinnati. William Ram- 
sey, the boss, arrived Monday (29) 
in New York for periodic agency 
huddies and leaves today (Wednes- 
day). 

John Koepf, supervisor of ‘Truth 
or Consequences,’ was in New York 
over the weekend, particularly for a 
television test showing of the quizzer 
on NBC. It was a studio presenta- 
tion, not aired. James West arrived 
yesterday for ‘Life Can Be Beauti- 
ful’ checkups and Ted Palmer is 
due tomorrow (Thursday) to confab 
on ‘The O’Neills.’ 





Hassel Smith from Long 


latest | 


Program directors of three of CBs’ 
operated stations left for their home. 
towns last Friday might (28) after 
days of intensive listening, ob. 
serving and talking. Experimenta] 
in purpose, the network’s division 
on M&O stations operations sought 
to infuse the threesome with a 
partly detailed and partly bird's-eye 
perspective of broadcasting functions 
in the New York sector that might 
be of aid to their daily tasks around 
the home station. Those brought in 
for the ‘clinic’ were Charles Critch. 
field, of WBT, Charlotte; C. G, 
Renier, of KMOX, St. Louis, and 
Lloyd G. del Castillo, of WEEI, Bos. 
ton. Other similar groups may be 
browght into New York later for the 
same rounds, 

After spending Monday (24) on 
a thorough look-see into all phases 
of television production and Tuesday 
(25) in a discussion with N. Y, 
agency producers on questions per- 
taining to local program construction 
and attending a rehearsal of ‘We, 
the People,’ the visitors on Wed- 
nesday (26) went into a session with 
the staff of Radio Sales, Inc., in 
which various problems affecting the 
programming end of spot sales were 
sifted. Later in the day the visit- 
ors called on agencies with staffmen 
from Radio Sales and followed this 


: up with attendance at a rehearsal of 


the Fred Allen show. The trio made 
individual lunch dates the same day 
with CBS program executives and 
talked about the sustaining programs 
which the M & O stations feed the 
network. 


For Thursday (27) it was a cone 


centrated going over of the nete- 
work’s sound effects department 
with the stations’ programers pick- 
ing up gadgets and ideas that could 
be installed in their home setups. 
On Friday morning (28) the visitors 
obtained an insight into the opera- 
tions of the Stanton-Lazersfeld 


mechanism for determining listeners’ 


| reaction to radio entertainment, with 





To Botsford, Constantine | 


San Francisco, Dec. 2. 

Hassel Smith, who has handled 
radio for Long Advertising here for 
past few years, shifted to Botsford, 
Constantine & Gardner agency this 
week. Alvin Long is installing Ger- 
trude Murphy in place vacated by 
Smith. 

Latter has long handled the Gal- 
len-Kamp account (‘Prof. Puzzle- 
wit’), which recently lost its long- 
established web time to Jack Benny 
and now rides KFI only. 








IN PHILADELPHIA 


Ww. 


mnt 











Frank Stanton, equipped with a mass 
of charts, delivering a two-hour talk. 
The luncheon gathering that day was 
devoted to listening to Carroll Levis, 
just here from overseas tell about 
programing and show business in 


ngland. Evenings were spent at- 

tending Broadway legit shows, each 
of which because of their special 
types might offer some affinity to 
radio programs from the viewpoint 
of writing, production or talent 


During their stay the visitors were 
each given a radio set for their hotel 
rooms and a list of local shows for 


listening. These included ‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom’ (Martin  Block’s 
WNEW show): ‘Here’s Morgan,’ 
‘Dear Imogene’ and ‘Macy’s Con- 
sumer Quiz,’ all on WOR; Ed 


East’s ‘Kitchen Quiz’ and ‘Breakfast 
in Bedlam’ and Mary Booth Craig, 
from WJZ; Ralph Dumpke ‘Studio X’ 
and Mary Margaret McBride on 
WEAF, and Adelaide Hawley, WABC. 


Edmund Gwenn’s Early 
Rise for ‘Highway’ Show 


Edmund Gwenn, star of ‘The 
Wookey,’ at the Plymouth theatre, 
N. Y., guests Saturday morning (6) 
on ‘Lincoln Highway.’ 

Deal was set by the Leland Hay- 
ward office. 











Amateurs or Professionals 


WANTED 


Must Sing, Whistle or Play 
Instruments 


Apply Sat., 11 A.M. to 5 P.M. 


LEWIS 


c/o Strong Recording 
71 W. 45th St., New York 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Trans-ocean shortwave and CBS network broadcast of Ethel Barrymore 
in a first-anniversary ‘Corn Is Green’ program was cancelled last week 
at the last minute. Half-hour show was to have been aired after the 
play’s birthday performance Wednesday night (26) at the Royale, N. Y. 

According to plans, Emlyn Williams, the play’s author and creator of 
the leading male role in the original London production, was to have 
icipated from England, with Miss Barrymore and others of the Broad- 





part 


way cast from this end. It was also intended to have Alexander Woollcott, | 


who has written a number of enthusiastic plugs for the legiter. 

CBS had scheduled the program and assigned Earl McGill to direct it. 
but then Williams was unable to take part because of rehearsals for a 
new play in London and Woollcott’s presence was uncertain, as he was 
on the ocean en route from Lisbon to New York. So Miss Barrymore 
and Herman Shumlin, the producer of ‘Corn,’ called off the broadcast for 
fear it would be inferior with only a few of the intended participants 
available. 

‘Corn’ had previously received two potent radio plugs. One was a 
trans-ocean program, with Williams and his wife, Miss Barrymore and 
others, via Mutual. The other was on the occasion of Miss Barrymore's 
40th anniversary of stardom. Actress’ brothers Lionel and John par- 
ticipated in that show, from Hollywood. 

Of the 20 leading shows on the networks as tabulated by the Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting five of them (Jack Benny, Aldrich 
Family, Kate Smith, Eddie Cantor and Burns and Allen) are attached to 
the Young & Rubicam agency, while four (Charlie McCarthy), Lux The- 
atre, One Man’s Family and Kraft Music Hall) are credited to J. Walter 
Thompson. No agency is represented in the first 20 by three shows, but 
Lord & Thomas accounts for two (Bob Hope and Kay Kyser). The 
agencies with one each are Needham, Louis & Brorby (Fibber McGee and 
Molly), Benton & Bowles (Frank Morgan-Baby Snooks), Ruthrauff & 
Ryan (Major Edward Bowes), Lennen & Mitchell (Walter Winchell), 
L. W. Ramsey (Fitch Bandwagon), Buchanan (Fred Allen) and Pedlar & 
Ryan (‘Mr. District Attorney’). 

A breakdown by network allots 14 of top 20 to the NBC-Red, four to 
Columbia and two to the NBC-Blue. 





Retention of Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., by Columbia as ‘trial attorney’ 
in the fight against FCC antimonopoly reforms has an interesting angle— 
though not important, as far as the campaign is concerned. Son of the 
retired Supreme Court Chief Justice was both a fraternity brother and 
roommate at Brown University of FCC member Norman S. Case. Through- 
out the internal rowing over the drastic regulations, Case fought strenu- 
ously to convince the New Deal majority that only Congress has the right 
to pass judgment on several of the issues and argued uncompromisingly, 
as CBS hag done, that the commish lacks jurisdiction. Some observers 
consider Columbia has been convinced that putting ex-New Deal office- 
holders in charge of defenses against Federal agencies is politically un- 
wise and Hughes will take the sting out of John Burns’ presence in the 
courtroom. 





Bob Hope was voted the leading personality, as well as best comedian 
in the 1941 radio poll conducted by Robert S. Stephan, radio editor of 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer.: Other selections of Plain Dealer readers 
were Ford Hour as the top broadcast; Bing Crosby as both m.c. and male 
pop vocalist; Kate Smith, femme pop vocalist; Rickard Crooks, male 
classical vocalist; Margaret Speaks, femme classical vocalist; Lux ‘Radio 
Theatre,’ best dramatic show; Ford Hour, pest symphonic program; Andre 
Kostelanetz-Coca-Cola, best light musical; Guy Lombardo, best dance 
band, Kraft ‘Music Hall,’ best variety stanza; ‘Information, Please,’ best 
quiz; Chicago ‘Round Table,’ best educational, and Lowell Thomas, best 
news broadcaster. 





Young &’ Rubicam’s radio department is working on a plan to devote 
the ‘Bright Horizon’ serial (CBS) to plugging several Lever Bros. products 
after the first of the year. Product currently to the program is Lever’s 
Silver Dust. 

The serial’s hookups will be so divided that it will plug Continental 
Soup in one section of the country, Lipton Tea in another, and Swan Soap 
in a third section. 





Radio Splendide of Buenos Aires, is the key station of a new Argentine 
network, as the result of which its position is expected to be strengthened 
and, secondarily, NBC will eventually benefit. NBC strung along with 
erage although under no illusions that it ran behind Belgrano and 

undo. 





CBS’ latest ‘success story’ booklet is a cleverly simple set-up illustrated 
one-half in simulation of pencil drawings and one-half in simulation of 
pen sketches, a cute tie-up with the sponsor’s two items. The account is 
Eversharp, whose sales are reported 100% higher than a year ago. 




















TODAY, WOR’s UNCLE DON 


program has a greater 
audience than that of any 
one of 4 popular shows on 
major New York stations 
at the same time”. Proof, 
indeed, that this recently 
streamlined half-hour 
packs a more penetrating 
impact than ever before. 


*“WOR Continuing Study of Radio Listening in Greater-New York’’, prepared by Crossley, Inc. 


A PROGRAM TO BE FOUND NOWHERE ELSE 
»»- MADE TO MAKE SALES, AND HERE, GENTLEMEN— 
SOME SALES IT HAS MADE 


A certain BANK has used Uncle Don year after year for the past 10 years. 
Since the beginning, more than 20,000 children have opened accounts at 
the bank. That, we suppose, is good. But, listen—not only have they opened 
accounts, but Uncle Don has deftly prompted 250,000 of them to sit down, 
write, ask for savings banks. And requests continue to roll in at 40,000 a year! 
e A maker of a POWDER to brush teeth with had Uncle Don ask the tots to 
send for a sample. 7,796 wrote in in less than four weeks. A couple of weeks 
later he (Uncle Don, that is) asked them 
to send in a proof of purchase. In less than 
a week 1,837 sent in boxtops. Again, in 
less than two weeks, Uncle Don sent 7,415 
children into stores to look for the product. 
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From the Production Centres 


+ Se tind 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio TrApeE 1s Discussinc: The Future of the Red and the Blue 
and who'll sing the blues—what’s going on in shortwave—WHN’s cap- 
ture from WOR of the Dodgers’ games. 








Mr. and Mrs. William S. Paley personally sunervised the special side 
of the Ed Murrow dinner last night (Tuesday), while Lou Ruppel handled 
the CBS organizational-publicity side. Cornelius Van Voorhis, of 
Marck of Time, narrating U. S. Navy educational films. ... In launching 
WOR’s F-M auxiliary, W7INY, on Sunday, Ted Streibert, Jack Poppele 
and Dave Driscoll made speeches. 


This is the week that the Ballantine ale show, with Milton Berle and 
Charles Laughton, winds up on Mutual... . It goes to NBC-Blue next 
week. ... Another Mutual show, the WOR-produced serial, ‘We Are Al- 
ways Young,’ has folded, leaving only three programs in the network's 
mid-day serial block, ‘I'll Find My Way,’ ‘Helen Holden, Government Girl’ 
and Anacin’s ‘Front Page Farrell.’ . . Max Ebrlich is scripting four 
dramatizations for ‘They Gave to Humanity,’ for the annual Christmas 
seal drive. 


Minerva Pious, one of the Mighty Allen Art Players on the Fred Allen 
program, has joined the regular cast of ‘Duffy's Tavern.’ . . . George 
Coulouris back in the title part of ‘Bulldog Drummond’ after missing the 
previous week’s show because of illness. . .. Claire Niesen has succeeded 
Margo in the leading part of ‘Into the Light,’ NBC-Blue  sustainer 
serial. . . . Muriel Evans, assistant in the WOR special events department, 
will announce her engagement at Christmas. . . . Theodore Granik goes 
to Miami for vacation and his ‘American Forum of tke Air’ won't be 
heard Dec. 21 and 28....Willard Keefe, p.a. for ‘Blithe Spirit,’ is ar- 
ranging for a trans-ocean NBC broadcast between the Broadway and 
London companies of the Noel Coward comedy .... And Mutual is con- 
sidering a ‘Broadway Greets Piccadilly, shortwave show during the holi- 
days, with the casts of New York and London hits giving excerpts from 
their plays .... Arlene Francis and John Reed King will do the ‘What’s 
My Name?’ skow when it revives Jan. 6 on Mutual for Fleischmann’s 
yeast. 

Ed Longstreth, former radio head of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, has col- 
laboraied with Bruce Chapman on two radio serials, which are being 
considered by agencies....Arthur Pierson and Alexander Clarke are co- 
authoring the ‘Lincoln Highway’ series....John Paul Dickson going back 
on the air from Berlin for Mutual....Samuel F. B. Morse, engineer on the 
‘Here’s Morgan’ show, in Fifth Avenue hospital for minor operation.... 
Russell. Bennett’s ‘Notebook’ series moves to Friday’ nights on Mutual to 
replace the Ballantine stanza....Mutual is also dropping the Saturday 
chapters of its two serial sustainers, ‘I'll Find My Way’ and ‘Helen 
Holden, Government Girl’....‘Love Affair’ will follow ‘Christmas Carol’ 
as the Wheatena ‘Playhouse’ story....Helen Walpole considering a stage- 
acting ‘comeback,’ but probably won’t take the offer, as it would require 
giving up at least one of her two serial-scripting stints....Milton Katims, 
Harry Farbman and Frederick Dvonch, all members of the WOR sym- 
phony, will sub as conductors of the station’s ‘Symphonic Strings’ series 
during January, while Alfred Wallenstein is on leave of absence to con- 
duct the Los Angeles Philharmonic....Wilfred Pelletier, Robert Law- 
rence, Eric Leinsdorf and Albert Stoessel will sub as batoners for ‘Sin- 
fonietta’ during the same period....‘Maudie’s Diary’ renewed for another 
13 weeks by Continental baking....Guy Lombardo also lifted for another 
Similar stretch by Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, altnough the option deadline 
isn’t until late this month, 

Parks Johnson and Wally Butterworth take their Vox Pop show to New 
London, Conn., next Monday (8) fo> interviews with students in the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy there....Spencer Bentley returned to ‘Hilltop House’ 
cast this week....Capt. Wyllis Cooper, scripter and narrator on ‘Spirit of 
*41’ on CBS, due back from Carolina war games this week. 

Earl H. Gammons, WCCO general manager, and Mrs. Gammons are in 
New York....Also here from WCCO is Sam H. Kaufman, its publicity 
and sales promotion director, and Mrs. Kaufman. 

This year’s winner of the William S. Paley award for achievement in 
amateur radio, Marshall Ensor, is in Kansas City Hospital following fall 
in high school auditorium....neither Sterling Fisher, CBS educational 
director, nor Walter G. Preston, NBC’s ditto, attended the Chicago School 
Broadcast conference this week....Preston-just back after influenza bout. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Alka-Seltzer now has 67 stations, an increase of 11 since last week, on: 


its Barn Dance program....Dx, James Rowland Angell, Thomas Rishworth. 
Mrs. Doris Corwith and Judith Waller representing NBC at the Broadcast 
C onference in Chicago this week....Quiz Kids appearing before the In- 
ternational Harvester Co. 4-H luncheon this week—Curt Roberts has 
ee 
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joined the announcing staff of WLS....Marjorie Lynne added to talent 
group at WLS, and new production men at the station are Bill Vance, 
formerly of WTAD, Quincy (Ill.) and Bev Dean, who came in from 
WCKY, Cincinnati-Covington....Robert Hibbard back with WGWN after 
a hitch in the Army....Les Griffith goes with W67C as announcer for the 
Columbia FM station....Milton Charles, Gene Baker and Fred Witmer, 
organist, vocalist and pianist, respectively, have been set up as a new 
show unit by WBBM. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Ture Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: End of the Louella Parsons saga of 
‘courtesy’ quest shots—Capitulation of Orson Welles to the sponsor in 
dropping his vignette idea for the straight half hour dramatics with 
femme guest stars—Underestimation of Bob Burns’ value to the Kraft 
show. what with his individual C.A.B. approaching that of his alma 
mater—Need of a campaign to make sponsors camp-conscious so as to 
route their shows into army and navy bases with budgets unaffected by 
the camp committee’s payment of the line charges. 








Norman Corwin due at KNX to ready dramatic insert of ‘We Hold 
These Truths’ for Bill of Rights airspecial on all nets Dec. 15....McKee 
& Albright ageney making representations to CBS for cutting in on Christ- 
mas Carol broadeast night before Lionel Barrymore does it on Sealtest 
show. Barrymores, John and Lionel, have done it in previous years on 
CBS under Campbell soup sponsorship....Lewis Allen Weiss to Chicago 
for Mutual board meeting....Chase & Sanborn pitching at Del Monte Dec. 
7 for a soldier audience from near by Fort Ord. Judy Garland has the 
guest spot. Jack Benny planning to take his Jell-O troupe to March 
Field for a broadcast next month....Orson Weiles will be headman on 
Cavalcade of. America’s dramatization of ‘Thre Great Man Votes’ from 
NBC here Dec. 15. Robert Armbruster conducts the music, a regular 
assignment whenever the Du Pont show originates here....Fred Kellam 
quit Time’s Coast staff for KNX publicity job....Maury Holland, producer 
of Chase & Sanborn, had his ankle cracked by a backing auto and navi- 
gating with crutches....Joan Davis drew four more guest shots with 
Rudy Vallee’s Sealtesters....Fanny Brice-Hanley Stafford defense bond bit 
on Maxwell House was so well liked by Secretary of Treasury Morgen- 
thau that he has asked permission to use it via transcription on other 
programs, 


“ 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Tue Rapio Trapde 1s DiscussineG: Lincoln Dellar’s latest ‘mystery trip’ 
East—the new crop of rumors that KYA has been or will be sold—the 
gal who can’t act and doesn’t need the work but holds a choice air 
spot because she has the right connections—Hassel Smith’s switch from 
Long Advertising to Botsford, Constantine & Gardner. 





Herbert Rosener, who recently bought a weekly quarter on KYA to 
plug his Clay and Larkin theatres, has extended his ‘World Cinema’ show 
to KECA, Los Angeles, to plug his Esquire and Grand houses there.... 
KFRE, Fresno, which recently bought KARM’s old transmitter, becomes 
the new Mutual-Don Lee outlet there (15)....neW ‘station is owned by 
Jess Rodman, Chevy dealer, and managed by Paul Bartlett....NBC has 
sharpened the cleavage between its two stations here, publicity now being 
sent separately for each juicer as ‘KGO News Release’ or ‘KPO’ as case 
may be....Archie Presby, KGO announcer, is Pacific Time zone winner of 
the H. P. Davis award, first time it has been passed out on the Coast.... 
Harold Meyer, KYA manager, off to the east....KGEI relayed the Army- 
Navy game to Pacific bases at the request of military authorities.... 
Lincoln Dellar will remain with KSFO after station loses its CBS afflia- 
tion Jan, 1, the exec has informed ‘Variety’....This answers reports ke 
might reioin CBS in some other locality....Town is chuckling over after- 
math of visit to KYA by C. C. McCabe, Hearst Radio prexy. Passing 
through enroute to Wyntoon, entire sales force was summoned for a Sun- 
day morning meeting. Boys were goose-pimply with fight as on his last 
visit, McCabe brought along Hal Meyer and said, ‘This is your new boss, 
boys,’ just like that. What actually transpired, however, was just the 
reverse of fears, McCabe treating the gang to lunch, breaking out some 
choice beverages and proving a good guy. 

Big outdoor ‘radio show’ purchased by Charles Crouch of Lucky Stores 
to dedicate firm’s new Alameda outlet (5) and (6)....Virtually entire 
NBC talent roster will provide continuous entertainment during the two 
days, backed by an 18-piece orchestra under Ricardo....Expect 10,000 
guests. 


Fisticufts Outside XEW, Mexico City, 
Day Before Union Strike Settlement 





5 
vt 





; Mexico City, Dec.2. |Trene Rich Re-Broadcasts 
Strike of unionized musicians 

against local radio stations XEW| Renewed on WMAQ, Chi 
(150,000 watts) and XEQ (50,000! 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Welch Grape Juice Co. has re- 
newed contract with WMAQ here for 
rebroadcast by disc of the Irene Rich 
‘Dear John’ dramas. 


Contract is for 13 weeks and set 
through the Kastor agency. 


watts), Mexico’s biggest air services, 
owned by the Azcarraga syndicate, 
was settled Nov. 27, with a com- 
promise pact, the laborites backing 
down on some of their demands and 
the company allowing certain con- 
cessions. This came after melee at 
XEW Nov. 26 that the cops had to 





Stromberg FM 
Advertising 


Creates ‘Web 


What is believed to be the first 
FM network hookup for a com. 
mercial show was launched Friday 
night (28) by Stromberg-Carlson to 
plug the FM receiver sets. It’s a 
nightly half-hour recorded series, 
‘Treasury of Music,’ already heard 
on regular frequency via WQXR, 
New York, and now fed to the FM 
network by the latter’s FM outlet, 
W2XQR. McCann-Erickson is the 
agency. 

Friday’s stanza was fed to W2XMN, 
Alpine, N. J., which in turn beamed 
it via the air to W65H, Hartford, 
Conn. Starting noon, the show will 
also be beamed to W43B, Boston, 
and W39B, Mt. Washington. 








WAITE HOYT TO WKRC 
FOR 1942 BASEBALL 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 

Waite Hoyt signed last week to 
mike the Cincy Reds’ games next 
season for WKRC. Since hanging 
up his glove, Hoyt has been sports- 
casting on New York stations. He re- 
ports here early in January to start 
a series of nightly sports programs. 

Dick Nesbitt, former college and 
pro football star, of the WKRC staff, 
will assist Hoyt on the diamond air- 
ings. 

WKRC, a Mutual affiliate, is re- 
suming broadcasts of Reds’ games in 
1942 after a five-year layoff. During 
that period they have been carried 
by WSAI and WCPO, which con- 
tinue with their own announcers. 

Roger Baker and Dick Bray 
handle the job for WSAI, whose 
president, Powel Crosley, Jr., also is 
head man of the Cincy club. 

WCPO, indie linked with the 
Scripps-Howard Cincy Post, is an- 
gling for a ‘name’ announcer from 
baseball ranks for next season. 
Harry Hartman, who did the chore 
for 13 seasons, will be assistant to 
the newcomer. 





LORILLARD RENEWALS 


Include WLW, WLS, KFAB, KJR 
on Union Leader Tobacco 





Lorillard last week issued 13-week 
renewals for its Union Leader and 


Ripple Tobacco spot campaigns 
through the Lennen & Mitchell 
agency. Renewals become effective 


the first week of January. 

For Union Leader the list cone 
sists of WLW, Cincinnati: WLS, Chi- 
cago; KFAB, Lincoln; WHP, Harris- 


burg; WGY, Schenectady; KFH, 
Wichita; KJR, Seattle, and KHJ, 
Spokane. The Ripple renewals 


cover WSGN, Birmingham; WSFA, 
Montgomery; WOAI, San Antonio, 
and KPRC, Houston. 





New York City—Ed Dexter, fore 
merly in the copy department of 
Young & Compton, has joined the 
Compton agency as an executive. 




















s | their 
Be | the studio. 


s | sters plotting on a street corner and 


break up. 
Some 12 strikers swooped upon 
XEW at the start of the lunch | 


period and began pushing perfor- | 
mers and ‘loyal’ musicians as well | 
'as office help around, calling for | 
The loyalists fought | 
| back and a fine fist fight developed | 
| on the sidewalk and vestibule of | 
Alertness 
| prevented the scrap from becoming | 
a riot. He had overheard the mob- 


‘scalps.’ 


ETTE 


~ My 


| hailed a cab to follow their car to 
the attack. He called the cops. 
Three of the station staff, two men 
and a girl, were treated by an am- 
bulance surgeon for scratches and 
bruises. 





Don Jose Elizondo To _ 
New York for Operation 





NBC 
RED 


Mexico City, Dec. 2. 
Because of an eye affliction, Don 
Jose (Pepe) Elizondo, veteran 
theatrical critic, will suspend this 
month his semi-weekly show, ‘La 
Tercera Tana’ (‘The Third Show’) 5 
over XEQ. , | 
Elizondo will go to New York for 
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ARK FANTASY’ ‘IN CARE OF AGGIE HORN’ 20 Wink ley NES ANDI’ ‘SCATT , 
‘D! Ben Morris, Eleanor Naylor) With Harriett Allyn, Marilou Neu- InKS With Scott Fa: ie Hi ma gotcha Lert 
With m Merri taue, Fred Pm ted iuapen, Basios Mecmner. Sno ame ith § cott Fa:nwerth, Sammie Hill, | With Jess Pugh, Francis Trout, Viola 
ae Somer a Minnie Je Curtis, | 15 Mins. : Betty Philson, Jerry Tucker, John Berwick, Hazel Deopheide, Butler 
o-— = Sustaining “ f on —_ don a nag- | oe Jr., Anne Thomas, Charles wena p Barbara Fuller, Jonathon 
Mon.-Thurs., 2: m4 ing Dina ore with so many /|,*2¥ ale, Arnold Roberts 
25 Mins. WJZ-NBC. sag } rd commercials she’s not going to | = oe 15 Mins. 
ooiee. 12:38 midnight New four-weekly serial on NBC-| #8€t very far with that quarter Saturday. 10:30 gn | fn 
TTAF_NBC, New York ___| Blue (WJZ) out of Chicago is writ-| hour Sunday nights .... Now |WABC-CBS, New York mare Reed 
9 bed supernatural whodunit series | ten by Eugenia Price, in collabora- that it’s over for °41 radio can This mild. et Many ingenious com- ee ate a 
) 12:30-12:55 Friday nights (or, more | tion with Fritz Blocki, and is based start looking to see what it can edy sustainer series Saturday} Veteran Netceln y oaigg on 


- Saturday mornings) is one 
popes udio productions NBC-Red 


on the character of Aggie Horn, por- 
trayed for years in vaude and dra- 


find as the aftermath of the foot- 


mornings on CBS 


is authored by | 


|the Clarence Buddington Kelland 


of the st 1 ti : - ball season. In the east it can Scott Farnworth, who also plays the | mag stories, returned Monday ( 
: 3 to replace the former late- | matic recitals by Harriett Allyn and - 1 ad ee ni B stories, e onday (1) for 
ng lineup of remote dance band | deseribed as ‘the vanishing Ameri- keep right on looking for that co Seite chown eens chee on | Wrigley’s Spearmint gum, after a 
t ra kups It's originated and fed to| can.’ Miss Allyn continues the role outstanding grid announcer. Ted least partially ‘tor listeners in merle layoff. It still originates in 
s Pe network by WKY, Oklahoma | on the air. Husing, that man of a few hun- /}ats-teens or a trifle older. who — Chicago and, chiefly on the basis of 
ad . r< ‘ © ® os y ; ’ ite — se ; . ’ | i I S > i > . “* 
. City, and is titled ‘Dark Fantasy. As heard Monday afternoon (1), dred thousand words, isn't it; presumably find its puppy-love com- | hav gree, title character, may 
<4 Scott Bishop is the regular scripter | ‘Aggie Horn’ offers the curious case} Hysterical Bill Stern falls short, | plications entertaining. Adults are}. al er + mes ane appeal to draw 
° and John I. Prosser produces. of a story spoiled by the central particularly after the poor job | likely to regard it as somewhat ju- | jarty + ree audience, particu- 
a Recent Friday TE ee weet character on which it is based, the he turned in from Texas last | venile. ‘ < e Phan foes otar thy sey 63 ‘ 
: ‘ 0 an-Hi-Wan,’ | char i ‘ovi : ee ee cnet is ; 7 ays s ost no time get- 
4 called oe chiller about a ee ee = Loi tptere) = week (did you hear his opening Yarn is another of the seemingly | ting back into the midst of aie It 
was oe i acquire a small statue | tinued listener patho The trouble 11 minutes? }, so this department endless succession of ‘Aldrich Fam- shadow-boxed for a moment or two 
se ee te inseription, ‘Possess Me | is, Aggie is the kind of rough as has about come to the conclusion | ily’ style shows. Title character of | with scene-setting and character 
. bene - ne Almost live to fulfill the hay eo Pin saanaanian tedemae that Bill Slater’s account of a agg: Had a = oa or so and | placement and then had its weather- 
~ prophesy. Strictly speaking, of| sympathy, but not affection. The} g@me is as reasonable and ra- Secon Jock Reet ed ena ren [teen Deibeengher "Reve ‘visited tg 
ie ce it was hardly believable but! dialer would almost certainly feel tional a report of a game as any SAE ale Soest, Daas : y Scott} his sister-in-law and nephew. Latter 
Ss lied a_ satisfying for Aggi But she’ : b: li tan o ot ; : Farnworth (which provides a setup | pair had apparently fallen on evil 
I should have at ri J wer he wnt! Mg R ggle. u s oly y= ot istener has a right to expect, or something like Bess Johnson playing days and were trying to borrow 
, crop of goose-pimpie: spon or | SESRNE CONDGRY, SSCMINGY Sever can get, in the ivy area....The | the title part in “The Story of Bess | $4000. Scatt tS 
d Writing was vividly atmospheric, | of | self-consciousness herself, yet} radio column in the New York |Johncon’). Anyway, the comedy |and thus uncrecer set £0, nibble 
1 hile the production, organ music | making others ill-at-ease. “aheethgghe ox ; tet wane Es y wey mecy}and thus uncovered the nephew’s 
’ w oa 4 effects were excel- a | Daily News claims it was the arises from the fact that the charac- | weakness of character thereby lay- 
il coe and soun ‘ woe Seasons “ ms Se | first to tag Jan Peerce as oper- ters react with typically juvenile|ing the groundwork of ic Bn sh 
ent. ‘ e overdrawn, fro e Sz arine 43 e : “hee seriousnes i ablv : -™= : “ater , 
M Convincing performance was given | ingenue, Gwynn, to the exaggerated a Sere. «pe ae poe Ha Mg = pl po | juure complications. However, he 
by the cast, including Ben Morris,} wholesomeness of the hero. Donald virtually a cinch that Jimmy steheihe ateae: Shien am ton FP senate took steps to aid his relatives in his 


Eleanor Naylor Caughlon, Muir Hite, 
Fred Wavne. Garland Moss and Min- 











Situations are also ultra- 
the program pretty 


Lawrence. 
obvious, so 



































Powers, sports editor of the same 
paper, will launch a campaign 





causht (29), Jones, Jack and a rival 
|swain, a wealthy young fellow named 








}own way. 
| As indicated, Baines is a provoca- 




















nie Jo Curtis, with Keith Painton| much draws a blank. Playing and| fer ‘Jan Peerce Day’ at the Met | Gorden O’Brien. did a minuet with bee og nig My rr others are 
announcing. Hobe. | production are unremarkab!e ‘her . On Friday nights, while j|a plot involving two engagement pom obvious as Paper my een y 
L OE PPOEEASHE ESSE *AP4444OEG4 | Hobe. the Rochester Civic Orchestra is rings, ete. Possibly to spotlight the | co there'll be little yoed en. Yes ree 
eee | still talking about what it is go- ange Bes of all hors a moppet | the yarn. It should be a natural for 
° | . "9 c}¢ " ‘ »S Tas av rg = WEE : > 
Payroll Traffic | GUIDO BUSSINELLI | ing to play, Columbia's Concert | {501 Cicsg with her own sweetie, |J22™-bred gum-chewers. —_ Hobe. 
With Paul Romeo Orchestra, Dan Orchestra has already been play- prceanggy tet oo Moxy + Boge ’ ne 
os Richards ing for two minutes. So which also involving © fing. It was all un- 
004 : vee Pagal wha taaglieeds loubtedh ssible, ay ren | : 
rf , - ahaha tatactad | 25 Mins.; Local outfit do you think catches the me tacn a oe ae ea ee — RODRIGUEZ, SIDNEY 
t lo.—Ma B ; | LA PERLA FOOD PRODUCTS most listeners? Russell ‘ , : — _ SUTHERLAND 
Buffalo.—Malcolm Barney is out of Sunday. 6:05 : - ase As actor, Farnworth managed not | News Analysts 
g WGR-WKBW after 10 years. Jack wov te — ve Bennett’s ‘Football Symphony’ to mangle his own writing, but the | 15 Mins.—Local 
= Gelzer upped to head of announcing _ ow su is something more than that. He | effect was lessened by the fact that | 42 OIL SHAMPOO 
- staff and Sherwood Gordon added as | Dan Richards, who writes and an- aired it over Mutual last week. there was little voice difference be- | KECA, Los Angeles 
‘t new voice, Latter_is from WOMT, | nounces this pleasing portion of light It is not confined to the songs tween him and John Monks, Jr. (also (Milton Weinberg) 
4 Manitowoc, Wis. |classics on Sunday evenings, does a of battle but is restricted to the a - a ors oe a For those who hate Hitler, Mus- 
. SOP ; dade asa ebhed on ‘Brothe s the other ate “ib 
we ceaasinal ‘satisfactory job in both grooves. With hymns of Yale, Harvard and come - talemnnn Hill ba... proverly solini and their ilk (and who doesn’t?) 
t, : : | : F + : Princeton. The main point i ; : 
“ Regina, Sask.—Howie Thompson, | Guido Bussinelli’s smooth lyric tenor h eR psa S | girlish as the young heroine. Betty |this pair makes pleasant listening. 
announcer with CKCK, Regina, to interpret various melodies, mostly a ball rely <pery: oe soft, | Philson and Jerry Tucker were no-|It’s not the stern, matter-of-fact re- 
Sask., moved to sales staff. mili: ‘ , ak ani : 7 ERE ous, & 3000 ...+ |table as the urchins, while Anne sting -of e : 
aa Bruce Pirie, sales manager, CJRM, | ogg eel cathe ae a ee You can uncover & lot of ‘re- Thomas repented her habitual tough- we arg ‘on agi pes of 
n Regina, on a biz trip to Eastern|thin but otherwise okay string or- member’ tunes of a Thursday fal portrayal. Charles Paul played Spates + Cy 
g Canada. | chestra as background and on its evening between WABC and the organ cues and Stuart Buchanan but the picturesque twitting of the 
d Gerry Gaetz, CKCK manager, in| own, Richards concocts something} WNEW. But if Walter Gross directed. Everybody concerned was | dictators by fastening to them such 
: ; = lig 4 ae ee Ree ps he'd better get billed. Hobe. nicknames as ‘Big Joe’ (Stalin), 
\- hospital for a long stretch. equally pleasing taken straight or} insists on a script hed better ge Shtickelgruber (Hitler), Musso the 
Ernie Gibson new transmitter op| diluted with a quiet Sabbath card} someone else to write it. The | Clown (Mussolini) and the Tokyo 
vy for CJRM. He replaces Nate Frank- | game. ¥ treatise on Gershwin was defi- | DEEP RIVER BOYS Kid. Hitler also gets billing as the 
e elson, now ferrying bombers to Brit- | i a —, ~~ ee nitely poor. ...A group of well | Male Quartet Berlin Gorilla. Rarely are these 
. ain for the RAF. |rolled easily over udo rims} known and so-called character | 15 Mins. world figures alluded to by their real 
; | ‘Rosemarie,’ ‘Sorrento,’ etc.. and the} puilders simply P Sustaini onickers 
sinnianees oe 28. : s simply made a mug of _ | Sustaining monickers. — 
@ Montreal.—King Whyte appointed a, - el ay hood poco er} Joe Williams and his ‘Coach of | Saturday, 11:15 p.m. Program is showmanly and smart- 
- executive in charge of radio, Cock-}| as well done. Richards smoothly cues| the Year’ award on Mutual the | WEAF, New York : SS ee leads = — 
. field Brown & Co., Ltd. Whyte the selections, adding here and there} Other night. It was either un- veo! ay ee hea war or Gislomatic sonk ond Suther- 
4 vas Canadian Broadcasting Corp.,| bits of data re the works, and easily| gracious, or thoughtless at best, | spirituals and other material im/jang breaks in to kid the panzers 
. writer and production man since | skips over the surprisingly few, and; of thé football coaches who, in Lenox avenue idiom provided pleas-| off the principals. So it goes through- 
9 outbreak of war and left to handle | short, a ok eendies aaa the end, only gave themselves ant listening in this quarter-hour | out ae with the laugh-elicit- 
writing and production, transcrip- | a uct each) the worst of it by leaving a sour | stanza but, though spotted immedi-|in& nicknames leavening the vitriol. 
tion for National Recruiting Cam- | aye Bing A vod P wo ar SS grapes atmosphere behind them. | atoly after a ein Sg? on too late | Rodriguez plays it straight and runs 
paign and also in connection with} 3. ¢7%,.)07 "7. 0% a iS oe They just couldn’t remember or ees cat gre the interference while Sutherland 
Gasoline Conservation drive | definitely plugging coffee. Smart explain what it takes to be an to catch more than passing trade of} jabs at the axis thugs. It all makes 
one jaelling. wor’. outstanding coach and contented a Saturday night. for a pleasurable interlude, coming 
Siig Saath Cuchi bent | themselves with dodging the is- | Arrangements by Charles Ford, |Jate in the evening after most of the 
resigned as farm program director of | gram director gp sito Tucson, a sue and kidding their way with a ——— ang os. were or read the day’s progress or set- 
WOWO-WGL, Ft. Wayne, to become | 20na. Ramsey Yelvington promoted} through the period. It sounded opnotch and selection of materia! | hacks of the belligerents. 
associated with the U. S. Department from announcing staff to continuity; 4¢ if they either had a grouch aw SS oe Rodriguez is more a student of 
: of Agriculture @ Indianapolis. | Foner e at Williams or Frank Leahy of | which shouldn’t have much difficulty | S¢ious music than world affairs. ae 
‘ " Notre Dame, the winner. Wil- |in catching on especially if given | fr. =o — nA. — por 
Schenectady, N. ¥.—Robert Mac-| Fort Wayne, Ind.—Eldon Campbell,| _liams is sports editor of the N. Y. more favorable position on the log. pe Ay ied aap diel tous ° 
» Allister, who had been doing promo- formerly production director of World-Telegram. Next year he | ‘Honey,’ Booglie Wooglie Piggie’|jand is an erstwhile war correspond- 
tion for General Electric Company | wowo, has been named production will likely confine the award to | and ‘Little David’ were three of their| ent and magazine writer. Program 
at its WGY, Schenectady, station, | directyr of WOWO-WGL. Carl Van-| the Scripps-Howard papers and | best but boys also sold a topnotch|js well lubricated, what with the 
has resigned to join Columbia Rec- | dagrift. formerly production direc- | skip the radio publicity. He novelty called “Ut-Da-Zay,’ tune of}shampoo commercials being _inter- 
4 ords in Bridgeport, Conn. | tor of WGL, became assistant pro-| chould, and offer another award Yiddish origin on style of ‘Bie Mir.”| larded with the ‘old oil’ by R & S 
}gram director under the new set-| for discourtesy. There'll be | Every, selection presented counted } just enough to slick it down for a 
. San Antonio.—Jack Patton of Hol-| up, and Bob. Wilson, news commen-| pjenty of candidates. | and clicked. Mori. dressy appearance. Helm 
> vw r ins r “oo | " hott = . re 7 ; 
3 memeber Wind aaneker: - tir rity Penadeaks aed “aeaine ater. Shudders of the week: Arthur |" ng 
° cS ntinulty § § “ y s S » . . v= . av | panna 
: nf. v Godfrey on his all-night stint for ; 
’ editor. of KTSA, leaves to be pro-' ment . 
. - : WABC Fridays. That Edward 
| Arnold chuckle of his which 
|} pops forth every 10 seconds. 
AT NBC | Does he wake people up with 
“ EVERY SATURDAY NITE AT I I that in the mornings, too? And 
‘ : Godfrey is a guy who likes his 
- &é 79 own gags. In fact, on this all- 
nighter he carries a couple of 
. his own Don Wilsons with him 


or listen to 


POPULAR CONCERT GUILD 





featuring: DEEP RIVER BOYS 


@ @ @ write us for tickets 
“a solid sample” 
to 11:30 P.M. on WEAF and NBC Red Network @ @ ® 


if you can “be there” 
broadcast from 11:15 
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as well. This one, dear children, 
you can have. 








Minneapolis. — Eddie 
WCCO sports 


Gallaher, 
announcer, has been 
enlisted in the Public Relations di- 


vision of the U. S. Navy. He will 
be stationed in Minneapolis and con- 
tinue to be active in Twin City radio. 
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[TS Newscasts on the Hour! All NOTE TO TIME BUYERS! 


Sponsored! Ask the Branham man to show you 
‘Headlines on the Half-Hour”’ the latest C. E. Hooper Survey for 
Newscasts! All Sponsored! Cincinnati! WCPO has more listeners, 
Special News Bulletins a day more hours, than any other Cincin- 
for immediate coverage! All nati station used by local advertis- 
Sponsored! ers. And... more advertisers, too! 


The *scUP station of Cincinnati 
scoops the news with *UP. (United Press) Service! 
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Follow-Up Comment 





WHN, New York, observed its new power of 50,000 watts with a program 
Monday night (1) at 9 p.m. which improved on ceremonials and transmitte: 
dedications and hurrah-for-us stuff generally by having some self-kidding 


in it. 


exposure to WHN the fan tosses in his sleep 
baseball, football, hockey and horse racing. 


The ‘Sport Fans Nightmare’ was genuinely comical. 


After a day’s 
and hears an odd jumble of 
The various sportcasters of the 


station, Dick Fishell, Bert Lebhar, et al., kept breaking in on each other 
but most of all there was dusty-throated Clem McCarthy ever ready with 





‘racing fans, they’re off 


rehearsed, because the timing was 


amusing and built to a crescendo of # 


fun. 

The dedicatory program had its 
usual quota of speeches by mayors 
and others. It also had Burgess 
Meredith in a piece for the British 
War Relief Society. Burgess Mere- 
dith goes with pieces for the British 
War Relief, for democracy, for pio- 
neers, for free verse about the spirit. 
There was music and song by sundry 
personalities, including Dick Ballou, 
Don Albert, Dick Todd. Bert Lytell 
held the program together with his 


customary eclat as performer and as 
} 


president of Equity. 

Most of all, WHN’s exercises in the 
school auditorium had Master Frank 
Fay and 
who made the smiles break 
They, too, joshed WHN and radio, 
ending up one routine with a spoof- 
ing reference to a ‘free’ radio. “Think 
what it means. If radio weren't free 
you couldn’t hear——’ (long pause) 
(Fay and Stoopnagle singing 
Hut Sut Song.’) 

Recommended to all masters of 
dedications: more humor. 

‘Stella Dallas’ remains in character. 
As heard Wednesday (26) on NBC- 
Red (WEAF), the serial is waist- 
deep in. dire melodramatics. If 
everything isn’t entirely clear to the 
casual dialer, at least there should be 
no mistaking heroes and villians. Of 
course, Stella is the A-l heroine, the 
rough-cut, golden-hearted title char- 
acter based, as the intro blurb says, 
on the novel of the same name. 
Janet and Terry are also pure good- 
ness, and so is Fletcher. But Melissa 
Hart and Harold Sherman are evil 
beings out of 19th century fiction. 
Present doings is about an attempt 


to break up young love and a might- | 


be-happy marriage, ‘of a plot to de- 
prive a mother of her baby-born-in- 
secret. The good people are poor 
and the villians are rich. It’s all in 
bold colors. There are no half- 


tones. Still, the writing has force 
and the story has constant move- 
ment. 


scenes are clearly etched. As always | tion from audience. 


on this show, Anne Hummert is air- 
billed as writer. 





Johannes Steel, heard Wednesday 
night (26) on WMCA, New York, for 


NEW 
WBN YORK 
mosT INTI- 
‘an ae EFFECTIVE 
SALES APPROACH TO 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 
MARKET. 
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‘The | 


As written and as played (and especially as 
constantly | 


excellent), the skit was 





Monarch wines, was unusually bit- 
ter, even for him, in his condemna- 
tion of Nazi terrorism and looting 
in the conquered countries of Eu- 
rope. After mentioning a 
phases of Hitlerian barbarism, he 
| declared that when the peace is de- 
| cided, there must be an accounting. 
'If the German neople are to share 
in the spoils of any possible Nazi 
victory, he argued, they must be p_e- 
| pared for the penalty in case of de- 
| feat. 





| Edna Mae Oliver, guesting on the | 


Fred Allen show last week (26) via 


Master Lem Stoopnagle, | CBS, contributed more fun than any 
out. | 


recent visitor on the show, thanks to 
a potent script. Film comedienne 
first teamed with Allen in an insult- 
swapping setto that set off several 
huge laughs. Then she joined the 
Mighty Allen Art Players in ‘Mob 
Busters,’ a broad travesty on ‘Gang- 
| busters.’ In the latter, she had a 
running gag, turning up in a suc- 
cession of odd spots because she was 
unable to cash a check she’d gotten 
from Fred Allen. Final place was 
the Fulton Fish Market, ‘with the 
rest of the suckers.’ As she 
demonstrated for years, Miss Oliver 





can bullseye a good comedy line. 
Nancy Boothe Craig, heard 
Wednesday (26) on NBC-Blue 


(WJZ), stressed the femme angle in 
her news comment, wisely using 
feature material rather than straight 
news (Helen Hiett has the latter as- 


signment every morning over the 
same network). In general, Miss 


Craig dealt with the woman’s place 
and problems in the national de- 
fense effort. Her stuff is clearly, if 
not especially brightly, written and 
is satisfactorily presented. Miss Craig 
has a pleasant voice, with a faint 
trace of midwestern accent. 





| does a half-hour ‘Woman’s Page’ pro- 
| gram another weekday morning. 





‘America’s Town Meeting’ 


The dialog is vivid and the | @2wards $25 in cash for best ques- 


A jury on the 


| Stage behind moderator Denny | 
makes a fast decision. Last week's 
session (27) proved absorbing but 


<4 fairly quiet in view of subject's ex- | 


plosive nature, ‘How Shall We Deal 
| With Defense Strikes?’ ‘Debaters’ 
were: William L. Batt, 
Production Management: Congress- 
|man Howard Smith, of Virginia; Jo- 
| seph Curran, vice-president of CIO 
}and head of Maritime Workers’ 
| union; Frank Fenton, representative 
of AFL. Jack Jones, veteran of the 
British labor movement and a play- 
wright, was asked by Denny to offer 


!ad lib observations—Jones having 
lectured at Town Hall that after- 
noon. 





| ‘Treasure Hunt,’ which continues 
| Only partially as diverting to listen- 
ers as it apparently is to visuals in 
Mutual Playhouse, missed on _ its 
ballyhooed stunt of bringing to the- 


few ! 


has | 


She also | 


now | 


of Office of | 

















atre a justice of the peace and a 
couple intending to marry, for a 
ceremony performed over the air. A 
woman did round up a justice from 
Connecticut, and a New York police- 
man, after what he said was long 
effort, did produce a couple. How- 
eyes,.emcee. Bob Emery announced 
that under the law, a justice of peace 
can not function outside his baili- 
wick. Emery appealed, at outset, for 
some judge in a New York club to 
come to the theatre within 20 min- 
utes. None came. Emery handed 
to marriage-inclined couple several 
valuable gifts from New York stores 
|—the latter drew a plug in return. 
A second couple, from a roller 
|skating rink, was announced as 
lready to get hitched. This idea is 
one to trot out again for television. 





Marjerie Hurtubise, presenting her 
‘Living Literature’ sustained on NBC- 
Blue (WJZ) last Wednesday (26), re- 
‘vealed a better-integrated script than 


j}when heard last some months ago. 
| Although some might not agree with 
|her choice of material for dramatiza- 
ition, in this case a melodramatic 
penitentiary incident from a book of 
|short stories, she contined herself to 
only two volumes on the program 
|heard, but dealt with them more 
comprehensively and cogently than 
previously. Second book mentioned 
l'on the stanza received only brief 
treatment, which also seemed shrewd 
programming. ‘Living Literature’ 
appears to have extremely limited 
appeal, but .Miss Hurtubise appar- 
/ently has possibilities for radio, if 
|she can discover a provocative idea 
jand formula.” She might do better 
|with something more basically her 
own creation than book reviewing. 
'As it is, ‘Literature’ is inherently 
second-hand projection of her own 
italent and personality. Also, it’s 
limited by the comparative quality of 
| the books she reviews. 





‘Mary Marlin’ is offering a strik- 
‘ingly unorthocox kind of serial these 
| days. As heard Thursday (27) on 
NBC-Red (WEAF), it had a kind of 
| whimsical, almost fantasy-like qual- 
ity. Relation between this sequence 
jand the general story line wasn’t evi- 
|} dent in the stanza caught, but it was 
|intriguing on its own. Show was in 
itwo scenes, the first of which was a 
|brief confab between a Dr. Brooks 
and a southern-accented office re- 
ceptionist, with a cute closing switch. 
Second was an out-of-the-world pal- 
aver between Oswald, a Chinese lad, 
and Rev. Harper, the latter appar- 
ently his conscience, or maybe just a 
'‘voice.’ To a casual dialer, it didn’t 
make complete sense, but was in- 
geniously conceived and amusingly 
{written by Jane Crusinberry, par- 
|ticularly in the Oswald character, 
who can’t lose at cards and whose 
idea of ecstasy is zither music. Ivory 
snow commercials were straight and 
long. 





‘Man I Married,’ according to 
Thursday's (27) edition on CBS, is a 
muddled show. It seems there’s still 
sundry skullduggery going on at 
| Kimberly, with Adam Waring away 
in the army and Eddie Spalding go- 
ing loco and plotting dire revenge 
on Dr. Anderson and a fate worse 
than death for Evelyn Waring. Lat- 
ter explains to the doc that Eddie 
‘has been acting strangely,’ but until 
ithe last couple of lines in the script 
it was Eddie, not the physician, or 
even the heroine, who drew sym- 
pathy. Authors Carl Bixby and Don 
Becker have drawn Anderson.as not 
only a busybody, but as a pompous 


guy as well, As for the Evelyn 
‘character, the scripters apparently 
realized some of her lines were 


pretty bad, for they actually had her 
apologize for them in advance. 
Campbell’s commercials were for 
chicken soup. 





‘The Bartons,’ the Harlan Ware 
Chicago serial (formerly called ‘Bud 
Barton’) recently taken under spon- 
sorship by Procter & Gamble and 


moved from NBC-Blue (WJZ) to 
the Red (WEAF), is an excellent 
show. Thursday’s (27) episode, a 


dinner at the Barton household, with 
Bud being lined out by his father 
and a running comment by grandma, 
mother and sister, was steadily di- 
verting and probably self-identifiable 
| for most listeners. It was expertly 
| written and deftly played through- 
| out. Commercials for Duz were also 
| entertaining on their own, taking the 
form of a satirical melodrama, with 


S| dirt the villain, a dainty silk slip the 


| tremulous heroine and Duz the stal- 
wart hero, all ingeniously projected 
Fh aaa voices and vivid sound ef- 
ects. 





Jackson Wheeler, doing a five- 
minute news spot Saturday morning 
(29) on CBS for Butterfinger candy 
bars, provided the curious effect of 
emphasizing the commercials more 
than the reports of such happenings 
as the Nazi offensive against Moscow, 
the Soviet capture of Rostov, the 
British-Axis battle in Libya and the 
strained U. S.-Japanese relations. 
This impression was heightened 
somewhat by the fact that the com- 
mercial copy was way overboard for 
a five-minute program, seemingly 
consuming more time than the news 
However, Wheeler hammered the 
blurbs so hard that their already 
over-adjectived writing sounded 
downright ludicrous. Which prob- 
ably isn’t entirely his fault; it’s un- 








doubtedly what the sponsor or the 


agency insists upon, But doesn't 
Columbia care how its air is 
cheapened? 





Ford Sunday Evening Hour Sun- 
day (30) presented Charles Hackett 
and Helen Jepson as soloists. Hackett, 
at 52, is still a member of the Metro- 
politan, but has not been heard 
locally in several years, confining his 
activities to the Juilliard School 
where he teaches voice. The veteran 
lyric tenor could still probably do 
the Met some good if his broadcast 
can be taken as a criterion. He dis- 
played impeccable diction and flaw- 
less phrasing in ‘Una furtiva lagrime’ 
from ‘Elixir D’Amore,’ and showed 
he still possesses a good top B flat 
in a duet from ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
with Miss Jepson. 

The soprano’s principal selection 
was the ‘A fors e lui’ and ‘Sempre 
libera’ from ‘Traviata.’ Singer made 
the top C’s and C sharp in the 
cadenza, but the voice sounded 
pushed and strained. Her voice is not 
a coloratura and she would be better 
off transposing the music and singing 
B’s which would be easier on her 
and her listeners’ ears. Eugene Or- 
mandy led an unusually spirited per- 
formance of the _ orchestra. in 
selections running the gamut from 
Brahms to Strauss. 





‘Road of Life’ opened with an ef- 
fective scene in Wednesday's (26) 
chapter on CBS, but staggered to a 
weak close as the kindly general 
practictioner was written out of at- 
tractive character, by offering un- 
asked-for advice about the affairs of 
others and expressing himself in 
seemingly undoctorlike phraseology. 
The program apparently is taking its 
characters through the emotional 
wringer these days. The _ stanza 
heard contained a single scene and 
only two characters. Part of Sylvia 
was expressively played by Lois 
Zarley. But the agency should edit 
both the dramatic script and the 
commercials more carefully. There 
were grammatical errors in the 
lead-in and closing plug at this 
hearing. 








‘The O’Neills,’ as caught Wednes- | 
day (26) on NBC-Red (WEAF), gave | 
an impression of confused mood-| 
projection, though fairly obvious | 
story-to-come. Episode was in a} 
single scene, with little action, but | 
a sharp clash of wills between two | 
clearly-defined characters, compas- | 
sionate Laura Fenway and embit-| 
tered Danny O'Neill. Idea, appar- 
ently to suggest deep emotional un- 
dercurrents, wasn’t completely real- 
ized, but one or two moments were | 
reasonably effective, partly due to 
Claudia Morgan’s performance as 
Laura. Production was unremark- 
able one way or the other, Ivory 
flakes got the plugs. 





Joan Benoit, radio and _ nitery 
singer guesting on Nellie Revell’s 
program Wednesday (26) on WEAF, 
New York, made a candid revela- 
tion about herself. In what sounded 
like an ad-lib interview, she con- 
fessed that her hobby is collecting 
service pins from soldiers, sailors 
and marines. She already has 12, 
she expanded, representing virtually 
every important branch of the 
armed services. Declaring that her 





ambition is to sing at the Metropoli 
tan Opera, Miss Benoit was per. 
suaded to offer two vocals, reveal. 
ing a pleasant lyric soprano voice 
Both she and Miss Revell erron. 
eously identified Samuel Chotzinogg 
as music critic of the N. yY, Post, a 
job he resigned some months ago to 
devote full time to his musical ad- 
visor assignment at NBC. Entire 
program was curiously ingenuoys 
Margaret Speeks was scheduled ag 
guester, but didn’t appear a ; 

Benoit subbed. val nd Miss 





‘Light of the World’ is stil! an odd 
quirk in commercial radio, As heard 
Wednesday (26) on NBC-Reg 


(WEAF), this General Miils ‘day-to. 
day story of the Bible,’ this ‘living 
human monument to man’s faith in 
God, reverently told,’ conforms more 
and more to daytime serial standards 
In fact, if a casual listener had hap- 
pened to hear the show, without the 
lead-in palavar, etc., or the charac. 
ters’ names, he’d never guess it was 
dealing with Scripture. Writing is 
craftsmanlike and vigorous, but wa- 
tered down to the basic emotional 
consistency of serials and the piay- 
ing is strictly that way. Which isn't 
to say it isn’t well done. Quite the 
contrary. Episode caught contained 
a reasonably touching emotional 
scene, emphasized by expressive 
background music and nicely played 
by Claudia Morgan. However, the 
narrator still sounds like a sancti- 
monious circuit preacher. 


‘David Harum,’ serial on NBC- 
Red (WEAF) for Bab-O cleanser, ig 
currently more concerned with plug- 
ging a special offer of Christmas 
cards from the town of Santa Claus, 
Ind., with a picture of a Santa Claus 
statue there, than with telling the 
show's story. From the sample 
heard Thursday (27), that may not 
be a bad idea,.as the episode was 
low grade hoke. Christmas cards 
were ballyhooed not only via lengthy 
plugs at the open and close, but by 
some ponderous mentions in the dra- 
matic portion. 





‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ still isn't 
living up to its title. Authors Carl 
Bixby and Don Becker ironed out 


some of the heart-throb complica- 
tions on the Wednesday (26) episode 
on CBS, killing Patricia Markham 


and Logan Smith in an auto crash 
in Nevada. But Patricia’s unloved 
husband, Barry, will obviously need 
a good many weeks’ scripts to heal 
the scar, even though he has Chichi 
on the scene to hold his hand. Also, 
there’ll undoubtedly have to be 
plenty of dialog hashing the whole 














—. o 
Ann Tenna says: 
Reach 
around a fat 
market, with- 
out any waste / 
centration on New York 


means the advertiser WINS/ 
; ra few 3 
Cos oot legen aod 0 ee 


~n 














THE O'N 


WELLS” 


By JANE WEST 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [HEART-THROBS 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
| 

| Presented by lvory Soap + 99 **: 100 
| 
/ 





“, 0 pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


ia | 
Ou 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST ff 
WABC—5:30-5:48 EST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


Diz. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MQ@T. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


























Darr 








00 De He eins 


scat wea RN! Peli tha te! NR Rte ta. 


Na i, es 








Wednesday, December 3, 1941 


ARI 


RADIO REVIEWS 


45 




























































































_ 
did situation back and_forth/ pletely clear. It appears that John project laughs across the ozone.|that the emotional melodrama stop-! mo i y , 
through the wringer before Patricia Fairchild is living away from home, | Manone played one sizzling trumpet | pers are all out. Authoress Irna Phil. a on ao heoedie one sa 
' and Logan will be left jn sinful) but the reason wasn’t explained at bit, but became badly tangled try-|lips is giving her characters the husband. Chapter had movement pins 
ace. As the basis of occasional lis- this catching. There was a tense,;ing to read lines. John Scott Trot- | whole works, It seems that before pace, and it filled out the dimensions 
tening, Barry seems to be —e em nes cepecialiy sripping,|ter’s orchestra supplied excellent | Bill Walker married Caroline, he had | of the key characters. This was en- 
of a dope, and Chichi, apparent Pn scene between John and Kay, his|musical accompaniment and, of |an affair of some years’ standing with | hanced not only by the vibrant play- 
next sweetie, is a bit immature. The| wife. Then John went into the | course, Crosby's vocals were sock, | her mother, who was married at the int of Dorothy Lowell and Karl 
Bronx-accented Father David is @| nursery to see Billy, their baby and | though too infrequent, | time, though to an invalid who was Swenson, but by the eloquent ore:n 
: strong, warm-hearted pag te arm his third child. Kid was played in . approaching death. Caroline knew background. Imstead of wu ng it 
Toby Nelson is only a carica ure the customary g00-g00 manner of ‘Woman of Courage’ is currently | about it, but married him anyway,! merely for the opening and closing 
. newspaper man. ‘Life Can Be Beau-)commercial radio and the whole dealing in what are known as basic | /@ter_ divorced him and is now theme, as with most serisls. the pro 
; tiful,’ seemingly, only if caught at) chapter seemed to lack punch or! gnats we SS Oeste | married to Dwight. At this hearing,| duction took a hint from films , nd 
: the right days. point. There was a hitch-hike an-|StOry ingredients. In other words, | pnwight learned the facts for the first | used music for dramatic punctuation 
‘ nouncement between ‘Stepmother’| its situations and characters tend to|time—not from his wife, but from’ scene-setting and, via soft themes in 
: ‘Big Town’ was solidly entertain- | and " ene Sowers. plug-|be stock. Judged by Thursday's 8g Miss Phillips somehow makes the background of dialog. as mood- 
n odd ; : rd last Wednesday night; 8&8 olgate’s ashmere ouquet (27 “a ‘ nthe the listener believe it at the moment.! creator. This use of music continu- 
heard i - Sal pine Script by Max Ehrlich ae yng Bone ie we mast sy be td bane el prom - oe Episode ge esa . a single| ously through a dramatic show has 
~ j " p E 1 <1ISS test, hn explanation, . “.q} | scene, with only the two characters.) been proven :o effective by lolly- 
~-Red i was an expertly contrived spook it turned out to be not as spectacular n= sel ong orl the —— But the two men were sharply wood gine such Saroven Ae S i 
Ay ~to~ : ‘ler, opening with a strong inci-|as the name would indicate—it |2OUM whose eee iS Caer .”.|Grawn, the situation potent and the ‘Time of Your Life,’ it’s a constant 
livi thriller, : ae : . Me IE diagnosed by the wise heroine as|,;-1,.,’ ,,. i yeh? ego ke e . 
thee. -leverly inserted exposition | Seems the dame merely brushes her rt ’ : : _“*|dialog propulsive. It should ignite blackeye to radio that it’s almost 
ith in i dent and cleverly ._|lips across the back of her hand to |7@suiting from a deep inner hurt. some lively, if somewhat italicized! never used on the air 
more | and then building steadily to a cli- see how rough her skin is The fact that he plays the piano | action, Crisco’s dramatized com-| _ ; pte 
jards, : max. There was also an ingenious at oy enables her to see that his surface mercial opening the show was ingeni-| a, . a, . 
hap- preak for the middle commercial. . {hardness is only a sham. Other ously written . tatte | ‘Woman in White’ offered an epi- 
it the : Piece was capably, if not imagina- Humphrey Bogart, Wendy Barrie characters on the show include a| z : sode of so-so emotional appeal 
arac- i tively, produced. Edward G. emo and Wingy Manone guested Thurs- lovable girl, Ellie Grant, who's 2P-| «Our Gal Sunday’ unleashed a poig- | Wednesday (26) on CBS, but the 
t was { son and Ona Munson were c day night (27) on the Kraft ‘Music | Parently been through some suffer- | , Geet a esti deéide, caliente 
ng is / teristically plausible as the adven- Hall’ via NBC-Red (WEAF). Ti ing, and Lucy, the heroine’s daugh- | nant episode Wednesday (26) on CBS, UXY@o! commercials were real'y Grae 
L wa- turous editor and his star reporter, . Y | ter, sounds ultra-ingenuish. Com- | Helen Walpole’s script, involving two M@tc, or at least thea‘-ieal. Main 
ional / while the actor who played the/all seemed to have fun, but most merciais, with a personal push by | monologs a flashback and a straight plug was a dramatized bit in which 
play- . crazed killer was eloquently sinister. | of the entertainment remained in the | the show’s leading lady, stress Col- | wes “ty sicinedy | the ‘hustle-bustle’ Oxyccl soup bud- 
isn’t : inso’s commercials were artfully , ith | 8ate’s ‘octagon church plan,’ by |@ramatic scene, was surprisingly | pec changed from effervescent sound 
Rinsos ae ; -.| Studio. Bogart first teamed with . : eer a a ars 
e the woven into the script and were pel Bi Crosb “a Jer est : which listeners can give octagon | direct, considering its complication of | effects to shrill, Disneyesque voices 
nrined suasively written. ing Crosby and Jerry ester in @!soap to churches and orphanages. | techniques. That was partly because | that jostled each other with ; dmoni- 
ional rather labored comedy skit and then | etc. i leach method of presentation was/tiens to hustle, hustle, hustle with 
‘ssive Bill Bacher’s production problem | Miss Barrie and Ken Carpenter —— Wea ‘ly ana B ¥ “.. the cleansing action. Not verv logical 
layed was monumental Saturday night | joined them for another sketch that| ‘Right to Happiness,’ as caught; SOundly reasoned. Wt also” it! sales argument, but cute and arrest- 
the (29) out of WGN, Chic Farge “ had them all giggling, but failed to| Wednesday (26) on CBS, indicated ' stemmed from the expert creation of ine end undoubtedly persu’sive. 
incti- } ted to telescope Gilbert an 
: seemenee ikado’ into an hour | ee — a ee oan 
Sullivan's ‘The Mikado’ into an hour | 
i iving Col. Robert McCormick | ; 
‘BC. » ag AA 10 minutes for a_ speech. | i 
r, ig The hurrying of the scenes, notably | ae 
slug. toward the end, won't win the ex- “a 
tmas dentist any prizes from the keepers | ‘ 
laus of the text inviolate. Nor will he | .——_ 
“laus escape some bleats of anguish at the | ig 
th casting of Barbara Luddy, from day- ; : 
ic time radio, as the heroine. Her [= 
— stylized baby dollishness was okay re 
-_ ; for the dialog, but her voice matched ise. 
was ff the singing voice of Marion Claire} [i™ a ctr 
‘ards like the Chicago Tribune resembles ab : 
gthy the London Times. The same voice re t 
t by contrast was also glaring in a couple 4 Soe oT — See — 
dra- of other roles, notably Koko. 23 ees me ‘sp : 
John Jacob Niles, said to be the| ; as Sas : 
isn't foremost authority on American| § ¢ i 
Carl mountaineer ballads,’ guested Mon- ¢ z © m Se & i 
out day (1) on ‘Against the Storm,’ via § : i 
lica- NBC-Red (WEAF). It was his sec-| f#: : 
sode ond appearance on the show in 3 e ca if 
ham about a year. Although the presen-| KB; i sen A 
rash tation setup of a daytime dramatic; Kes & . o 
ved serial seemed not entirely suitable | 3 hs iB 
1eed for a folk-ballad singer, the date| fH: & B 
heal provided a pleasant novelty and of- ES & } < 3 
ichi fered an illuminating example of| §& : ‘ : 
Iso, American folklore. Offered as a| §& g A * t ‘ 
be guest-lecturer in Professor Allen’s; [i & = ° A \ 3 
hole class at Harper University, Niles S BS Ss Pili aan soins “aT ote: e i 
sy sang four songs for the ‘students,’| BR: a le ate 
incliding a hymn, ‘I Wonder, As 1| Bi: i / ° © + é e i 
Wander Out Under the Sky,’ ‘For | a 4 j * ° Og.” / PY; i 
Sheen, for Sheen, for Show,’ “fhe| / ° * : 
Carol of the Birds’ and ‘First Day of | §& 3 E: / 4s ~ ; 
Christmas.’ Singer provided his BS e i@ e e » 7 e e? é 
own accompaniment on three dif- a ss } e e a" 
ferent dulcimers, which sounded ae 3 ‘ ‘ P 
like a deeper, more resonant kind | i. S ® * ® «6 . eo ® 
of guitar. Most striking to the unin- ; a & £ s ¢ 
formed listener was the similarity | if s @ « ° ¢ ° e ee? 
between the selections and typical} B® Bs ° Ld ° ‘ *° e | 
old English ballads. There is un- Rs ° e® eo; 
doubtedly a sound (and fascinating) ts © «6 * efe 
. historical explanation for that. ES {“e Fs ° ‘ re 
ah Thi S e - > 
Phil Spitalny’s G.E. auditions are ; % ° : x @ e . 
pitching to a climax. Dorothy Mc- : es ~ 
— Vittie is the last of 10, representing $5 = * ° e i 
| Ohio, and her ‘Estrellita’ rang the 3 * ee + 
=y bell, as did Evelyn’s svelte violin 3 : . « = a 
solo of ‘Tea for Two’ and the > 3 ES ad ° e e 
Spitalnyites’ ‘Anniversary Waltz.’ $ BS * . & ad 
etc. It remains, per usual, a half | : % o ° e . 
hour of musical ‘charm at 10 bells | §& % e ’ el 
Sabbath night. | Be ° Pa 
aan $ | * 
‘Stepmother,’ serial on CBS for | 
Colgate tooth powder, is pretty much 
what the title suggests, a yarn about 3 
the complications arising from the : 
play of personalities in a family in | 
which the father was previously | 
married and had several children. | % 
On the basis of Thursday's (27) chap- % 
ter, the basic situation is not com- é . 
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It might easily have been otherwise.,, 


It would have been otherwise — except for the broad- 


entertainment, of transmission, of overall coverage. 


Topay, thanks to the calibre of the programs broad- 
cast by America’s radio networks day after day for 18 years, 
the people of the United States are firmly united in their 


enjoyment of one of the greatest of all man-made miracles. 


casting industry's constant emphasis on the quality of 
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Naturally, then, in marking our 15th anniversary, it is a 
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matter of special pride to us that radio in general has ad- 





hered so closely to the high standards of those who founded 
the first national network, NBC Red... the network moet 
people still listen to most/ 
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CONCERT—OPERA 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 3, 194] 





Met Opera Grosses 


8746 in Ist Wk., 


Nets $6,500; Figaro $19,000 Tops 





Rolling up a total gross of $87,500 | 
éut of a possible $96,500, the Metro- 
politan Opera Co. of New York 
closed its first week of the 16-week 
geason Monday (1) with a net profit 
estimated at $6,500. Top money 
maker for the company was the 
opening night (24) ‘Marriage of 
Figaro,’ which grossed $19,000 at an 
$11 top, an-all time opening night for 
the company and a profit of $7,000. r 

Wednesday (26), ‘Orfeo ed Euri- 
dice’ was presented and grossed 
$8,500 or a loss of $3,500; Thursday 
(27), ‘Rosenkavalier’ grossed $9,500, 
$2,500 loss; Friday (28), ‘L’Elixir 
D’Amore,’ $11,000, $1,000 loss; Sat- 
urday afternoon (29), ‘Traviata,’ 
sold out to the doors with $15,500, 
$3,500 profit; Saturday evening (29), 
‘Butterfly,’ sold out at $4.40 top for 
$10,000, $1,000 profit; Monday (1), 
‘Tannhauser,’ $14,000, $2,000 profit. 


NEW OPERA CO. 
LOST $153,000 


-_-—-—— 





The New Opera Co., under the 
sponsorship of Mrs. Lytle Hull, lost 


about $153,000 in its recent four-week 
operatic venture at the 44th St. thea- 
tre, N. Y., it’s just been learned. 

The company spent six months in 
rehearsals for its four presentations, 
which received mixed reviews. Re- 
cent attempt. by the sponsors to salv- 
age some of the loss by booking the 
company on one-night stands through 
Columbia or NBC Concerts has ap- 
parently fizzled since the demand for 
guarantees was considered too high 
by the concert managers. The Met’s 
loss for a 16-week season is invari- 
ably considerably less than that ex- 
perienced by the New Opera Co. 


MARTINELLI TO OPEN 
HIS 29TH MET SEASON 


Giovanni Martinelli opens his 
29th successive Metropolitan Opera 








Robeson 3G, Spokane 


Spokane, Dec. 2. 

Paul Robeson sang at the Fox, 
(2,250 seats) last week, (25) to an al- 
most capacity audience, with a gross 
of $3,000. 
Take would probably have been 
better, but he also sang at Washing- 
ton State College, Pullman, Wash., on 
the previous night. Spokane also 
draws from there. 


Seattle AFM Burns 
At Alleged Squawk 
On Symph Orch Aid 


Seattle, Dec. 2. 
Seattle musicians plenty | 
burned recently when a Seattle daily 
reported that Paul C. Harper, Seattle 
Symphony president, had said that 


the American Federation of Musi- 
cians local had been notified that it 
must be more lenient next year in 
the matter of ‘importees,’ and that 
the union had objected to the re- 
placement of any locai musician with 
a player from outside unless the local 
musician was ‘terrible.’ Harper’s re- 
marks were said to have been occa- 
sioned by a question as to whether 
or not Sir Thomas Beecham would 
return to direct the Symphony next 
year. The answer was that he would 
not be invited to return unless funds 
could be raised to make possible 
more rehearsals and thus a better 
musical organization. 


Carbon Weber, business agent of 
AFM. Local 76, said that he was ata 
loss to understand Harper’s purport- 
ed statements; that the Symphony 
association and the local had always 
been in complete accord, and that 
the musicians had always done 
everything in their power to keep the 
Symphony alive. No requests for 
‘importees’ was refused, he told ‘Va- 
riety’; four permits were asked and 
granted. Lack of funds would have 
forestalled any cihers, he said. 

Harper, reached while motoring to 
California, disclaimed any _ slur 
against the Seattle AFM. 
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season tomorrow (Thursday) in the 
title role of ‘Otello,’ with Lawrence 
Tibbett and Stella Roman. 
Met tenor has sung six times this 
fall with the Chicago Opera Co., of 
which he is artistic director. 


Martinelli has been booked for 
concerts in N. Y. state, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, Illinois, 


Pennsylvania and Connecticut so far 
by NBC, but will spend the bulk 
of his time, as usual, as first dramatic 
tenor of the Met. He is also due 
to record a number of records for 
Victor, his contract with that com- 
pany extending back to 1913. 





Milanov: May Not Sing 
At Met Due to Pay Snag 


Zinka Milanov, Met soprano, cannot 
get together with the company on 
terms and may not appear there at 
all this season. She has been a 
leading dramatic soprano at the Met 


for five years at an average of $250 | 


per performance. This year, after 
a successful South American tour, 
She demanded $900, which the Met 
has turned down. 

Singer was scheduled to sing in 
Hartford with the company yester- 
day (Tuesday), but was cancelled 
instead. She had been booked for 
the ‘Magic Flute’ revival as the 
‘Queen of the Night,’ the part now 
going to Rosa Bok, 
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Baccaloni’s Ilhness 





Salvatore Baccaloni, comic basso 
of the Met, became ill over the 
weekend and was forced to cancel 
until tomorrow (Thursday) his 
broadcast on ‘America Preferred.’ 
He was originally set for last Thurs- 
day (27) on the latter. His Sunday 
evening (30) performance at the Met 
was also cancelled, with Louis D’An- 
gelo substituting. 

Singer appeared yesterday (Tues- 


The | 


N. Y. Concert Reviews 











| Mischa Elman 


Mischa Elman, recitaled Friday 
}evening (28) at Carnegie Hall in a 
| decidedly uneven program. At times 
ithe veteran violinist was his usual 
|self, and his playing was remarkable 
}for its clarity and brilliance, but this 
was alternated with sloppy pitch and 
inaccurate fingering. There were also 
occasional moments of scratching and 
some staccato work was not as clear 
as it should have been. 

Best of his work came in the 
Wieniawski second concerto, where 
he played with his characteristic fire 
and brilliance of tone, the last move- 
ment particularly reaching tremend- 
ous heights with its fiery brilliance. 





Gregor Piatigorsky 


Gregor Piatigorsky recitaled 
| Wednesday evening (26) at Town 
| Hall. The cellist was in his usually 
| top form, covering a wide range of 
| dynamics. 

| The syrup-like, mellow richness 
| Of his instrument, together with the 
| striking depth of his interpretation, 
|made for a memorable concert. A 
| sparkling ‘Tarantelle,’ by Faure, was 
the most brilliantly played of the 
shorter works. 





Rudolf Serkin 


Rudolf Serkin, pianist, recitaled 
Monday (1) night at Carnegie Hall, 
playing in his customary exemplary 
fashion in a program which exhib- 
ited his phenomenal skill excellently. 

Serkin opened the program with 
Bach’s Toccata in E Minor; it was 
played with authority, vigor and 
tonal dexterity. This was followed 
by the Beethoven Sonata in C Sharp 
Minor, the Moonlight Sonata, with 
the adagio being taken at a very 
slow pace, the allegro exhibiting del- 
icacy, and the presto finale a flashing 
glitter of bravado. Pianist’s inter- 
pretative powers were set forth in a 
brilliant tonal display of the Etude 
symphoniques en forne de Variations 
ef Schumann, while Chopin, Reger 
and Smetana comprised the balance 
of the program. Two Chopin and 








day) with the Met in ‘Don Giovanni,’ 
in Hartford. ‘ 
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Columbia Opera, $9,500 


Montreal, Dec. 2. 

Week of opera at His Majesty’s, 
$1.99 top, two mats and six nights, 
grossed $9,500 for Columbia Opera 
Co., here until Saturday (29). Date 
was non-profit-bearing. 

Company followed up with two- 
night stands at Quebec City and 
Three Rivers current week. 


CHI OPERA 47446 
FOR 5G NET IN 
3D WEEK 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Running 22% ahead of last year’s 
grosses, the Chicago Opera Co. 
closed its third week Monday (1) 


with a gross of $47,500 for the week. | 
This is a profit of about $5,000 for 
the company. 

On Wednesday (26), ‘Martha,’ with 
Helen Jepson, Coe Glade, Douglas 
Beattie and James Melton, grossed 
$8,500; Friday (28), ‘Boheme,’ with 
Edith Mason, Jan Kiepura, George 
Czaplicki, and Dorthy Kirsten, $9,- 
000; Saturday afternoon (29), ‘Car- 
men,’ Bruna Castagna, Kiepura, and 
John Charles Thomas, sold out with 
$10,000, while the Saturday evening 
performance of ‘Trovatore’ with 
Dusolina Giannini, Giovanni Marti- 
nelli, Coe Glade and Richard Bonelli, 
also sold out; Monday evening (1) 
was nother sellout, with Grace 
Moore assuming the title role of 
‘Tosca,’ supported by Frederick 
Jagel and Thomas, p 











Ballet Reviews 











BALLET THEATRE 


‘GISELLE’ 
Classic ballet in two acts; scenario, 
Theophiie Gautier, based on theme by 
Heinrich Heine; musi Adolph Adam; 


orchestrated by Harold Byrns; restaged by 
Anton Dolin after original choreography by 


Jean Coralli; scenery and costumes, Lu- 
cinda Ballard. 
Cast principals: Alicia Markova, Anton 





Dolin, Jeannette Lauret, Simon Semenoff, 
Donald Saddler, Miram Golden, Nicolas 
Orloff. 

‘PRINCESS AURORA’ 

Ballet in one act by Anton Dolin; music, 
Peter Tschaikowsky; choreography, Anton 
Dolin; based on dances by Marius Petipa; 
choreography of the ‘Three Ivans’ by 
Bronislava Nijinska; scenery, Michal 
Baronoff, after original designs by Leon 
Bakst; costumes, Barbara Karinska, after 
original designs by Leon Bakst. 

Cast Principals; Irina Baronova, Anton 
Dolin, Jear.nette Lauret, David Nillo, Dun- 
can Nobl, Rosella Hightower, Richard 
Reed, Lucia Chase, Borislav tunanine, 
Karen Conrad, Dimitri Romanoff, Sono 
Osato, George Skibine, Nora Kaye, Donald 
Saddler, Annabelle Lyon, Ian Gibson, 
Charles Dickson, Yura I®Mzovsky, Nicholas 
Orloff, Hubert Bland Entire presentation 
under management of 8S. Hurok: at 44th St. 
Theatre, N. Y., Nov. 27, ‘41; $3.85 top. 





For sheer individual artistry it was 
difficult to choose, last Wednesday 
night (26), between the season’s first 
ballet presentation of ‘Giselle’ or the 
evening’s closer, ‘Princess Aurora.’ 
Both were excellently done by Sol 
Hurok’s Ballet Theatre, and the mod- 
erate attendance was unanimous in 
its approbation of both works. The 
Ballet Theatre is presently in reper- 
tory at the 44th St. theatre, New 
York. 

‘Giselle,’ of course, remains among 
the great ballet dramas, with Anton 
Dolin and Alicia Markova as the 
central figures in this tragedy of 
frustrated love. 

The current ‘Aurora,’ adapted into 
one act by Anton Dolin from the 
| original ‘Sleeping Beauty’ version of 
three acts and five scenes, includes a 
number of scenes never before pre- 
sented in America. More notable of 
these are the ‘Rose Adagio’ (Princess 
Aurora and the Four Princes) and 
the White and Black Cats. In the 
former, Dolin again was outstanding, 
sharing top honors with Irina Baron- 
ova. Miss SBaronova, besides being 
one of the great young dancers of the 
present day, lent considerable physi- 
cal attractiveness in the title role. 
Karen Conrad and Ian Gibson, in 
‘The Bluebird,’ and Yura Lazovsky, 
Nicolas Orloff and Hubert Bland, as 
the ‘Three Ivans,’ were other spec- 
tacular contributors. 

Both ballets were neatly presented, 
though the stage loomed too small at 
times for completely effective pres- 
entation of ‘Giselle.’ Costuming and 
musical accompaniment, with Antal 
Dorati conducting, was erratic at 
times, particularly on ‘Giselle.’ 

Naka. 





Lotte Lehmann, who made her 
American debut at Town Hall Jan. 
4, 1931, will celebrate the 10th an- 
niversary of that debut Jan. 7 with 
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Peerce’s Met Debut Socks, Tibbett OK 


In Traviata’; Other Opera Reviews 


By Edward Smith 





LA TRAVIATA 


Opera in four acts by Giuseppe Verdi, 
from libretto by F. M. Piave; conductor, 
Ettore Panizza; stage director, Desire De- 
frere: chorus master, Fausto Cleva; chore- 
ography, Laurent Novikoff; presented at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., Nov, 29, 
"41. 

Cast: Jarmila Novotna, Thelma Votkipa, 
Helen Olheim, Jan Peerce (debut), Law- 
rence Tibbett, Alessio de Paolis, Arthur 
Kent, George Cehanovsky, Louis D'Angelo. 





The launching of what portends to 
be a great career, and the end of 
another one, featured the Metropoli- 
tan’s first “Traviata’ of the season 
Saturday ‘afternoon (29). ~Gennaro 
Papi, diminutive conductor, who first 
joined the Met in 1913, died at his 
hotel an hour before he was due to 
eonduct the performance, while Jan 


| Peerce, former tenor of the Radio 


City Music Hall, made a phenomenal 
debut as Alfredo in the opera trag- 
edy. 

‘Traviata’ is distinctly a soprano 
opera, and Jarmila Novotna, as the 
ill-fated heroine, filled the requisites 
well, but first honors, however, went 
to the American tenor. Peerce dis- 
closed a big lyric tenor of consider- 
able power and resonance, with a 
tremendous ring to his top tones. 
His phrasing was flawless, his enun- 
ciation of the Italian text perfect and 
his acting incredibly good consider- 
ing his limited experience in the 
opera. 

He first won a round of applause 
with a well-sung ‘Brindisi’ with Miss 
Novotna and the chorus im Act I, and 
then moulded a delicate, finely spun 
legato with his phrasing of ‘Un di 
felice.’ The ‘Dei miei bollenti spir- 
iti’ in Act 2 stopped the show with 
its long-flowing lyric line and 
brilliant top ‘A’s. The dramatic in- 
tensity was emphasized in the savage 
‘Questa donna’ in Act 3, concluding 
with a rousing top ‘B’ flat, and the 
final duet, ‘Parigi o cara’ was sung 
in impeccable style. 

The singer thus revealed himself 
to be among the best American ten- 
ors to join the house in decades, and 
takes his place with Riccardo Mar- 
tin, Orville Harrold and Mario 
Chamlee as one of the best American 
tenors of this century. 

Miss Novotna, after a poor vocal 
first act, in which the brilliant col- 
oratura of the ‘A fors e lui’ and 
‘Sempre Libera’ was lost, rose to 
great heights in the second and third 
acts. Her ‘Addio del passato’ was 
vocally and emotionally perfect, and 
the ‘Dite alla giovine,’ with Lawrence 
Tibbett in Act 2, was sung with 
grace and power. Her acting was 
superb, and she remains the best 
Violetta the company can _ boast. 
Last of the principals was Tibbett, 
whose voice and future had seemed 
shakey. The great American bari- 
tone is still not himself, yet he de- 
livered the best of his comeback per- 
formances to date. The ‘Di Provenza 
il mar’ was phrased well and exhib- 
ited considerable power and quite a 
bit of the singer’s former quality. 
Tibbett seems to be feeling his way. 
but this performance was so marked 
an improvement over his two radio 
appearances to give rise to the hope 
that he is at last on his way to re- 
covery. 

Ettore Panizza conducted a spir- 
ited orchestra, replacing Papi at 20 
minutes’ notice. 


Der Rosenkavalier 


Opera in three acts by Rfchard Strauss, 


from libretto by Hugo von Hofmannsthal; 
conductor, Erich Leinsdorf; stage manager. 
Desire Defrere: chorus master, Konrad 
Neuger: presented at Metropolitan Opera 
House, N. Y., Nov. 27, ‘41 

Cast: Lotte Lehmann, Emanuel List. Rise 
Stevens, Walter Olitzki, Eleanor Stebher, 
Thelma Votkipa, Alessio de Paolis. Irra 
Petina Norman Cordon Emerv Darcey, 
John Dudley, Gerhard Pechner, Kurt Baum, 
Natalie Bodanya, Lucille Browning, Anna 
Kaskas, Annamary Dickey. Michael Ar- 
shansky, Ludwig Burestaller Lodovico 
Olivero. John Gurney, Wilfred Engelman, 
Sari Montague 


The Metropolitan’s first presenta- 
tion this season of ‘Der Rosenkava- 
lier’ Thursday (27) evening was 
rather uneven. Good spots vocally 
and dramatically filled the score, but 
there were also many bad ones. 

The opera has been identified for 
vears with Lotte Lehmann, and while 
the Metropolitan soprano is not as 
vouhtful in voice as formerly, her 
dramatic interpretation was tops. She 
was cautious about top notes and, 
was able® to cover sufficiently to 
hide waning powers. 

Rise Stevens’ Octavian is her best 
acting role. and the mezzo was in 
top form dramatically. From a vocal 
standpoint the voice was small and 
rather dull. Eleanor Steber, as 
Sovhie, looked and acted her part 
neatly, singing the cruel tessitura 
very well in some places, but several 
times she slid from true pitch and 
onee cracked on a top tone. 

Emanuel List’s Baron was more 
refined than it used to be. but vo- 
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Pechner, making his Met debut as 
the Notary, acted well and sang 
enough to make one want to hear 
him in better parts. The star of the 
evening, however, was Kurt Baum 
Czech tenor, making his Met debut 
in the insignificant part of the singer 
He disclosed a powerful dramatic 
tenor with ringing top tones. His 
acting was excellent, and, generally 
he was the best to have sung the 
role in recent years at the Met. Erich 
Leinsdorf’s conducting was heavy- 
handed. Settings and scenery were 
both tops. 


BUTTERFLY 


Opera in three acts by Giacomo Puccin! 
from libretto by L. Illica and G. Giacoca;: 
conductor, Ettore Panizza; stage director, 


Desire Defrere: chorus master, Fausto 
Creva; presented at the Metropolitan Opera 
House, N. Y., Nov. 29, °41. 

Cast: Licia Albanese, Lucille Browning, 
Maxine Stellman, Armand Tokatyan, John 
Brownlee, Alessio de Paolis, George Cee 


hanovsky, John Gurney, Wilfred Engelman, 





First ‘Butterfly’ of the Met's sea- 
son was presented Saturday evening 
(29) to a soldout house. Perform- 
ance was excellent in all respects, 

Licia Albanese, as ‘Butterfly,’ sang 
and looked her best. The Italian so- 
prano chose to omit the high ‘D’ flat 
in ‘Ancora un passo,’ which she sang 
last year, but her subsequent arias, 
‘Ieri son salita,’ ‘Un bel di vedremo’ 
and ‘Tu piccolo Iddio,’ were flawless 
in their range and beautiful in tone. 
Her acting was poignant and fully 
realized the text. 

Armand Tokatyan, after 18 years’ 
service at the Met, is apparently get- 
ting better. His top notes, in which 
the score abounds, were superb. The 
tenor reserved his climax for the 
‘Addio fiorito assil.’ in which a ‘B’ 
flat followed by the ‘A’ brought a 
surge of applause from the house. 
He is one of the few Pinkertons to 
look and act his part with ease and 
grace. 

John Brownlee voiced Sharpless’ 
music with his customary aplomb, 
reaching his high point with the dra- 
matic acting following the duet, ‘Ora 


a Noi,’ wih Miss Alhanese. Lucille 
Browning was a big-voiced, well- 


acted Suzuki, Ettore Panizza, con- 
ducting his third opera in two days. 
brought out all the richness of the 
Puccini score. 


TANNHAUSER 


Opera in three acts by Richard Wagner: 
conductor, Erich Leinsdorf: stage director, 
Leopold Sachse; chorus master, Konrad 
Neuger; choreography. TWaurent Novikoff. 


Presented at Metropolitan Opera House, N. 
Y., Dee, 1, °41. 

Cast: Alexander Kipnis, Lauritz Melchior, 
Julius Huehn, John Carter, Mack Warrell, 
Emery Darcey, John Gurney. Helen Traubel, 
Kerstin Thorborg, Maxine Stellman 





First Wagnerian opera of the Met 
season, “Tannhauser,’ was presented 
Monday (1) night to a near-capacity 
house. 


Heading the principals, the veteran 
Lauritz Melchior was in as good 
voice as ever, blasting his way 
through the tremendous surges of the 
orchestra and singing with much 
tonal artistry. His ‘Dir tone lob’ and 
‘Lied zu Venus’ still remain to be 
equalled at the Met in the past two 
decades. Helen Traubel, as Elizabeth, 
made her season’s bow and displayed 
the finest dramatic soprano the com- 
pany can boast and one of the great- 
est in the world today. The Ameri- 
can sang a ‘Dich teure Halle’ with a 
tremendous sweep to the high ‘B’ 
flat. Her acting was poignant, and 
generally she made for a plumpish, 
but regal, princess. 

Alexander Kipnis was a tower of 
strength as Landgraf, singing with 
sonorous authority and with a rich, 
mellow bass that won him much ap- 
plause for his ‘Hier in dieser Halle.’ 
Julius Huehn acted well and strug- 
gled mightily against the vocal lim- 
itations which prevented the ‘O du 
mein holder Abendstern.’ or ‘Evening 
Star,’ from being as effective as it 
might have been. Kerstin Thorborg 
replaced an indisposed Karin Bran; 
zell and battered away at Venus 
terrific tessitura. Her ‘B’ flats and 
‘B’ natural had tone but were not 
held as long as the score indicated. 

Erich Leinsdorf conducted with au- 
thority and for the most part held 
the orchestra well in hand. Chorus 
looked and sang more like Italians 
than the Germans they represented, 
but this is a generally accepted fact 
at the Met. 





Mlle. Lorraine’s Tour 


Marianne Lorraine, refugee French 
pantomime singer and actress, has 
been set for a concert tour under 
sponsorship of Free World magazine. 
She’s a protege of Car] Sandburg 
and has backing of Committee to 
Defend America. 

William Morris agency has 12 
bookings scheduled, the first at Town 


valty the: voite -faltered: - Gerhardt- Hall, N. Y., Feb. 28. 
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-long orchestra remotes, with 
and all the ‘production’ of a 
commercial, are on the in- 
This week two new dance 
I pi of this character join sus- 
fen now riding nets. Claude 
Thornhill band begins a 4-5 p.m. 
Sunday afternoon shot on Mutual 
this week (7) from Glen Island Ca- 
ino, New York, and Jimmy Dorsey 
: ry another hour under a similar 
. from Meadowbrook, Cedar 


: Hour 
) scripts 
i network 
‘ crease. 


cnet N. J., same day over WNEW, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 


since its switch to 1130 
d real ——— 
1 ion, is beginning to go in or 
pacar remotes. Station will be- 
‘ gin remotes from Savoy Ballroom, 
‘same day (7), 5:30-6 p.m. and will 
‘ air Milt Gabler’s ‘Jam Session 7:30- 
8 p.m. irom Jimmy Ryan s, on 52d 
street. Others are being set up. 
Other full-hour scripted sustainers 
l now airing weekly are CBS Ma- 
tinee from Meadowbrook,’ also with 
Dorsey, 5-6 p-m. Saturdays; Glenn 
/ Miller's USO program from Penn 
‘hotel, N. Y., 5-6 p.m. each Saturday 
ton CBS, and Vaughn Monroe's Sa- 
‘ jute to Colleges’ hour on Mutual 5-6 
. p.m., all in opposition to one another. 
| Dorsey's CBS shot may move this 
‘ week to 4-5 p.m., however. 


“Teddy Powell Deprived 
Of Star Dressing Room 
But Plays Date Anyhow 


Teddy Powell and Think-a-Drink 
Hoffman crossed wires last Thurs- 
day (27) over who was to occupy 
the ‘star’s’ dressing room at the Cen- 
tral theatre, N. J., where both are 
on a week’s stand. 
quartered in the disputed room be- 
cause it was a large one whereas the 
others were too small to handle com- 
fortably the large assortment of bag- 
gage he needs for his act. 


Upon finding Hoffman already set- 
tled, and the manager adamant 
against moving Hoffman out so that 
he (Powell) could move into what 
he considered his rightful place, 
Powell walked from the theatre, but 
was induced to return in time for 
the first show. 


UNION CRACKS DOWN 
ON JITTERBUG STUNT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 


Five members of Local 77, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, were 
bombarded with milk bottles last 
night (Mon.) as they picketed the 
Tioga, North Philly indie filmer, in 
protest against an amateur band 
contest being conducted there. The 
bottles were hurled by youths in 
a speeding car. One shattered and 
struck Joseph Riccardi, brother of 
A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of Local 
77. He was cut about the face. 


The contest, co-sponsored by the 


| WwNEW, 
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Production’ Values on Increase 
In Dance Remotes Near New York 





Hoffman was |; 
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theatre and the Jitterbug World, a | 
1ocal magazine on swing musicians | 


and music, was called by the union 


‘a racket to exploit child labor and | 


deprive union musicians of work.’ 
Joseph DeMarmol, publisher of the 
magazine, claimed that the union had 
tried to collect $44 in fees to allow 
the contest—a charge which Local 
‘7 Officials called ‘ridiculous.’ 

The first of 15 bands entered in the 
contest — all amateurs — performed 
last night. The others will play on 
Successive Monday nights. 


Rex Riccardi yesterday issued a 
walk call for the projectionists at 
the Tioga, in line with the agree- 
ment between the internationals of 


ne IATSE and the Musicians Union. | 
€ projectionists did not walk out | 


Pe night, but Riccardi was hopeful 
at they would be called out 
shortly, 


ae of DeMarmol’s friends, pub- 


Position to the 


cizing the Jitterbug World's Oop- | 
union,’ picketed the | 


pray - Warner Earle Saturday | 
&ht. They were arrested on charges | 


hs breach o 


raffi f peace and obstructing | 
h ic, but were discharged at a | 


earing yesterday. (The Earle is not | 
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kids chos 
line beca 
Spot 
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in the dispute, but the 
e the spot for their picket 
use it was in a prominent 
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in the city and the house em- | 


| Dick Jurgens Touring 





Chicago, Dec. 2. 
Dick Jurgens orchestra goes out 
for most of this month before re- 
turning to reopen in the northside 
Aragon on Dec. 25. Starting today 
(Tuesday) with a two-day date in 
the Coronade theatre in Rockford, 
he plays the Palace in South Bend 
and the Kenosha theatre, Kenosha. 
Followed by ballroom dates in Co- 
loma, Indianapolis, Monee, Evans- 
ville and Peoria, and then opens a 
10-day stay in the Hotel Chase, St. 
Louis, on Dec. 12. 





Negro Members 
Bar White Units 


From The South 


Gene Krupa cancelled all thoughts 
of a one-night tour through the 
south recently when he found that 
he might run into difficulties on 
certain dates because of Roy Eld- 
ridge, colored trumpeter with his 
band. Leader was advised he may 
have to alternate Eldridge, that is, 
lay him off in certain spots and use 
him in others. 

Artie Shaw recently had a similar 
experience. He cancelled all of a 
string of dates through that terri- 
tory rather than dispense with ‘Hot 
Lips’ Page, colored trumpeter, 
certain stands. 

Gene Krupa and Music Corp. of 
America’s theatre department are at 
one another’s throats currently over 
the ‘we’re in—we’re out’ antics 
leader ig pulling. Few weeks ago 
Krupa squawked at being booked 
on too many one-nighters and asked 
for some theatre sit-downs, which 
MCA got for him at the Strand the- 
atre, Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 5-7 by 
pulling out Louis Prima _ booking. 
Now Krupa doesn’t want to play 
the date, after arrangements were 


made and Prima may have to go in 
after all. 





on 


After several years of leading his 
band from behind his drums, Krupa 
is looking about for a rhythm- 
beater to take his place so he can 
get out front and lead. He has no 
one in mind as yet. Leader also 
changed singers last week, rehiring 
Irene Daye to replace Anita O’Day. 


Bal-A-Lair 





Tiny Bradshaw Bankrupt 


Myron C. Bradshaw, known as 
Tiny Bradshaw, orchestra leader, 
employed by the Gale Agency, Inc., 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in the N. Y. federal court 
Thursday (27) listing $850 in assets 
and $3,636 in liabilities. Assets con- 


sist of an automobile. 
There are no theatrical creditors, 
all debts due on personal accounts. 


JOHN HAMMOND 
LEAVING COL. 


John Hammond, Jr., Columbia 
Record Co. exec since its formation 
under present set-up three years ago, 
leaves that outfit Jan. 1. His exit 











-is explained by his Columbia su- 


periors as an indefinite leave, dur- 
ing which he will traverse the coun- 
try on the lookout for new Negro 
talent, a phase in which he has al- 
ways been personally interested. He 
was largely responsible for Count 
Basie’s entry into big time, among 
others. 

It’s pointed out by Columbia that 
the tremendous increase in the sale 
of pop records has swamped its 
pressing facilities lately, and that 
the situation left no room for ‘ex- 
perimental recording,’ to which 
Hammond devoted a lot of time. It 
also curtailed releases of jazz re- 
issues, another of his specialties. 
Company asserts, through Mannie 
Sacks, head of New York office, that 
Hammond can return any time he 
likes. 


Sy Shribman Ballroom 
Between Hub-Worcester 
Has Capacity of 3,500 


Sy Shribman, New England ball- 
room operator and band financier, 
has bought a roadside spot called the 
between Boston and 
Worcester, Mass., and will open it in 
the spring as a name band location 








stand. It is now being remodelled 
and when finished it wili have a 
capacity of about 3,500. Spot used 


to be a one-night stand few years 
ago, but recently has not been 
tenanted. 

In taking the spot to operate along 
lines of Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Shribman will be in direct 
competition with Roy Gill’s Totem 
Pole Ballroom, at Auburndale, Mass., 
perhaps 15 miles or so away, which 
also went in for a location policy 
past Fall. Gill will return to split- 
week operation around first of the 
year, because of Boston’s usually bad 
winter weather, but figures to re- 
sume full-week in the spring. 





Xmas Holiday Period Likely to Be 
Full of Cash Vitamins; Year-End 





Bookings A Bonanza for Bands 


Barnet Boys on Notice 


Charlie Barnet has put his entire 
band on notice and after the first of 
the year and a two-week vacation he 
will rehire some of them back to 
form a ‘commercial’ string combina- 
tion, in contrast to the jump crew 
he now leads. Leader expects to put 
together a band of four or five brass, 
four sax, and four or six strings. 

However, he will have a nine-piece 
jump group within the larger outfit 
to offset the effect of the latter. It’s 
understood he has a verbal agree- 
ment with RCA-Victor, for whom he 
now records on Bluebird, to cut 
sides with the small combo. 


Grand Jury Probes 
Payoff on Hostile 
Jukebox Bills 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 
The Cole County (Jefferson City, 
Mo.) grand jury is delving into re- 
ported payoff funds of more than 
$17,000 by St. Louis and Kansas City 
jukebox distribs to beat two un- 
favorable bills dropped into the 1940 


Missouri Legislature that would have 
banned the mechanical music boxes 
from taverns and 3.2 beer spots. The 
g.j. which is snooping into alleged 











legislative graft and shakedown 
heard, as a first witness, Wolf 
Rimann, head of a_ coin-operated 


phonograph distributing company in 
Kansas. City. 

Rimann is reported to have said 
before facing the inquisitors that 
approximately $3,000 was raised in 
Kansas City by the Music Operators’ 
Trade Association solely for the pur- 
pose of opposing the anti-jukebox 
measures. Rimann said he under- 
stood that a $2 assessment was made 
on each box owned by a distributor. 
His company, the Western Specialty 
Co., tossed $200 into the kitty 
Rimann said the K. C. operators 
were lone wolves in that they did 
not know or care what distributors 
in St. Louis and other large cities in 
the State did. 

Local distributors are reported to 
have raised $14,000 to nix the bills 
and a number of execs of these com- 
panies are slated to talk before the 
g.j. which is located fn the state's 
capitol. 
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By BERNIE WOODS 


According to the way bookings 
have already been made, and the 


bids that are coming in for bands of 
all styles and calibres, band busi- 
ness expects the coming holiday sea- 
son to be the biggest in years. Tours 
that have already been lined up for 
outfits that won’t be on location are 
indicative of what sort of a gross 
will be reaped. Tommy Tucker, for 
instance, begins a 13-day trip 
through the southeast Dec. 19, play- 
ing promotions and private parties. 
He has guarantees of close to $14,000 
already set for the 13 days. 

That, incidentally, is one of the 
swiftest of price-transformations any 
band has ever undergone. Few 
months ago Tucker was being sold 
for $400-$500 a night, with percent- 
ages, and for about $600-$700 
flat on parties. With the push gen- 
erated by a few click recordings like 
‘World On Fire,’ ‘Sugar Daddy,’ etc., 
his price was just about doubled. 
There’s a lot of ‘heat’ on the band 
currently. 


Charlie Barnet is also down for a 
lucrative tour. He'll play midwest- 
ern territory and has dates lined up 
that aggregate $10,000 in guarantees 
for seven days. Artie Shaw is an- 
other likely to come out with a 
bundle of cash to add to the $75,000 
he netted himself, exclusive of ex- 
penses, since stepping back into the 
business late last summer. Shaw has 
a $4,500 Christmas Eve party in Cin- 
cinnati and plays New Year’s Eve at 
Aud., Cleveland, which probably will 
pay him as much, if not more. 


Jimmy Dorsey, who opens the 
Strand theatre, New York, New 
Year’s Day, doesn’t want to work 
the Eve, otherwise he’d be up with 
the others, too. Dorsey turned down 
several offers for that night, among 
them one at the Arcadia Ballroom, 
Providence, for $3,000 against 60% 
of the gross. 


Other top bands, Glenn Miller, 
Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, 
etc., will all be busy with location 
jobs, but the dozens of lesser lights 
will all cut into the gravy topped by 
Shaw, Tucker and Barnet. Agencies 
are almost sold out of talent cur- 
rently, and by the holidays prob- 
ably won’t have an instrumentalist 
laying off. 

One angle of the holiday bookings 
that agencies think odd, is that this 
year name crews are playing a long 
string of deb parties, which for- 
merly were covered by various 
society bands. 


Artie Shaw Coin Intake 
Suggests Publicity Was 
Not Really Harmful 


Artie Shaw has garnered approxi- 
mately $75,000 for himself since re- 
|entering the band business late last 
|} Summer, concrete evidence that the 
negative publicity he received almost 
two years ago when he quit the busi- 














ness in a huff didn’t hurt much. 
Figure represents Shaw’s personal 
take from an 18-week tour of one- 
nighters and theatres, which prob- 
ably grossed between $200,000- 
$225,000. Of course he'll have con- 
siderably less when tax time rolls 


around, 
Shaw gets back into New York end 
of this week. He’s booked for a Coca- 


Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ shot Monday 
(8), a recording date for Victor next 
day, and opens Loew’s State theatre, 


Thursday (11). 


THORNHILL SET FOR MAY 
START AT GLEN ISLAND 


Question of who will be on the 
band stand at Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y. buildup spot 
next summer has already been set- 
tled. Claude Thornhill, now there, 
opens approximately **~v 15 for the. 
season and may be followed in the 
fall by Charlie Spivak. 

Thornhill remains on the Casino 
stand until Dec. 31, when he’s re- 
placed by Ha] McIntyre’s new come 
bo, now on a shakedown cruise 
through New England. “4 wi 
ge 
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Theatre Band Biz Generally Bofty; 
James Sets 45G Pace, Herman 376, 
Both OK; Bernie Neat 256, Lewis 196 


Estimates for This Week by Bill Robinson on stage. ‘Desperate 


Ben Bernie, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; | Cargo’ (PRC) is screen attraction. 
8,800; 30-44-60-66). With ‘New York | Tuneful $8,500 on three days. 





Cincinnati—(Shu- 


Town’ (Par). Nobody handing the! Orrin Tucker, 
picture much, so bulk of credit can | bert; 2,150; 33-44-60) plus ‘Ice-Cap- 
go to Bernie, who hasn't been around | ades’ (Rep) on screen. Equalling 


here for five years and during that | Phil Harris’ mark here with $15,500, 
time has been on radio right along.; in groove, and is second best here 
Looks like around $25,000, fine. this season. 

Xavier Cugat, Newark—(Adams;; Lawrence Welk, Minneapolis—Or- 
2,000; 25-35-50-60). Helped by ‘Under | pheum; 2,800; 39-44-44) plus vaude 
Age’ (Col) on screen and five extra | and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Welk 
vaudeville acts on Monday. Fine 4 favorite here, but proximity to 
$16,000. | Christmas, recent abundance of stage 

Skinnay Ennis, Los Angeles— | bands and comparatively weak 
(Paramount; 3,595; 30-44-55). Second | | screen assistance handicapping gross. 








week for band and ‘Skylark’ (Par) | However, combo is climbing to a big 
with ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) added this | $16,000. 
week. Substantial $15,000 after blue | 
ribbon $22,000 on first session. ;, 

Ella Fitzgerald, Cleveland—(Pal- | 
ace; 3,700; 30-35-42-55-66) with Four | CARMEN CAVALLARO T0 
Inkspots a terrific boxoffice boost. 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Col) is film. | EXPAND FOR THEATRES 
Leader in town, extra sweet $21,000. 

Woody Herman, New York— 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-85-99). With Because he can’t take advantage 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) on of theatre and other offers with a 
screen. Show is second week andj, nine-piece band, Carmen Cavallaro 
continuing strong at possible $37,000 intends enlarging to a full size, 13-14- 
after garnering $48,000 initial seven | piece combination during his stay 
days over Thanksgiving, big. Re-| at the Rainbow Room, New York, 
mains a third week. | which opens Jan. 7 and closes March 

Harry James, New York—(Para- | 31. There has been a lot of inter- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With|est in Cavallaro lately, via his 
Ray Bolger and others on stage,| Decca recordings, and the restric- 
‘Skylark’ (Par) on screen. Finished | tions of a nine-piece combo is hold- 
second week last night (Tues.) at|ing back his rise, he figures. He 
excellent $45,000 and goes a third. | plays piano. 
Initial week’s take was $68,000, very Switch to a bigger combo will 
socko. Credit divided between film | not, of course, have any effect on the 
and stageshow on draught. Rainbow Room job. He’ll merely 








Ted Lewis, Buffalo—(Buffalo; | rehearse the increased instrumenta- 
3,500; 35-55). With ‘New York Town’ | tion during that period. He’s now 
(Par) on screen. Sizzling $19,000. | at Carlton hotel, Washington, D. C. 

Johnny Long, Philadelphia— 

(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-67-75). Plus 


Henny Youngman and variety show, Duke Ellington has been booked 
‘New York Town’ (Par) on screen.| for week’s stand in Portland, Ore., 
Entire combo barely clearing $20,000. | starting Dec. 8, and week at Palo- 

Jimmie Lunceford, Providence— | mar theatre (Sterling) here, starting 
(Metropolitan; 3,200; 44-55-65) helped ' Dec. 15. 

















ORPHEUM, MPLS. 
As Reviewed in MARTIETY Nov. 26 


wes 


This is another pleasing Orpheum stage show built on the 
With three acts to diversify 


Minneapolis, Noz 


solid foundation of a name band. 
the entertainment and provide a full measure of comedy sup- 
plementary to the Will Bradley musicmaking, layout has 
maximum audience satisfaction. ey es 





It's Minneapolis’ introduction to the Bradley in-person 





swing, and local jivers are eating it up. The leader wisely 


intersperses sweet with swing, keeps busy with his em- 
ceeing and tromboning and 1 gives plenty of leeway t to his 














madcap drummer- vocalist, Ray McKinley, whose promi- 


nence has preceded | him here via radio and platters. 





‘Scrub Me, Mama,’ of course, is right up the band’s groove. 
This and several other numbers have McKinley vocalizing 
The boys take a whirl at the sweet melodies 
‘Liza’ and 


the choruses. 
when Terry Allen, male warbler, 
‘Blue Champagne,’ surefire under any circumstances, but en- 
hanced by the Bradley arrangements and Allen’s delivery. 


lands solidly with 


The peak of boogie-woogie attainment is reached when 
the Six Texas Hot Dogs, from the band, dish out ‘Basin 
Street Boogie’, sending the hepcats | into ecstasies. 











Then 


with Allen w arbling a 





there’s a return to musical sanity, 
superlative arrangement of ‘Ghost of a Chance’. 





Lynn Gardner, the band’s feminine vocalist, is attractive 
and her interpretations of ‘Jim’ and ‘Tired of Waiting for 
You’ don’t let the customers down. McKinley whips it up 
terrifically on the drums during a swing arrangement of the 
classic, “Hall of the Mountain King’. Band finishes with an 
appropriate boogie-woogie outburst, ‘Beat Me, Daddy’. 


A well-filled house for the initial show Friday. Rees. 


WILL BRADLEY 


Direction 


Doon 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

















Band Bookings 


Alvino Rey, Dec. 5, Statler hotel, 
Cleveland; 6, Masonie Temple, De- 
troit; 7, Aragon B., Cleveland; 8, 








Hoff-Wald Set Record for Boston BR.: 
Alvino Rey Clicks on Utah Trek 





Elms B., Youngstown, O.; 10, Civic 
Aud., Grand Rapids; 11, Trianon B., 
Toledo; 12, Sherman hotel, Chicago; 
16-29, Valley Dale, Columbus, O. 


Cab Calloway, Dec. 5, RKO thea- 
tre, Boston; 24, Manhattan Center, 
New York; 31-Jan. 3, Temple theatre, 
Rochester, N. Y.; 16-22, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland. 

Inkspots-Erskine Hawkins, Dec. 
26, week, State-Lake theatre, Chi- 
cago; Jan. 2-8, Wisconsin theatre, 
Milwaukee; 9-15, Orpheum theatre, 
Minneapolis; 16-19, Orpheum theatre, 
St. Paul; 20-22, Paramount theatre, 
Des Moines; 23-29, Orpheum thea- 
tre, Omaha. 

‘Ella Fitzgerald, Dec. 12-18, Co- it 
lonial theatre, Detroit; 20, IMA Aud.,| .° 
Flint, Mich. 

Tiny Bradshaw, Dec. 5, Hill Billy 

Barn, Bluefield, W. Va.; 6, Arena, 


Pavillon Royal, L. I, 





Pavillon Royal, 








gambling charge.- 


roller skating rink. 





26, Grotto B., El- 
mira, N. Y.; 27, Francis Scott Key 
hotel, Frederick, Md.; 30, three 
weeks, Valley Dale, Columbus, O. 

Bill Bardo, Jan. 4, Rainbow Gar- 
dens, Fremont, O.; 5, four weeks, 
Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo. 

Lou Breese, Dec. 25-28, Palace 
theatre, Fort Wayne; 31, Elks C., 
Kalamazoo, Mich.; Jan. 9-15, Palace 
theatres, Akron-Youngstown, O. 

Al Donahue, Dec. 17, Plaza hotel, 
N. Y.; 20, Brookline C. C., Phila- 
delphia; 26, Roanoke hotel, Roanoke, 


Wilmington, Del; 


with it occasionally, however, 


theatres. 





Detroit. 


Worcester, Mass. 


ton, O.; 29, Aragon B., Chicago. 


Fla. 
Chuck Foster, Jan. 14, four weeks, Claude Thornhill, Jan. 8, week, 
Chanticleer, Baltimore. Adams theatre, Newark; 16, Earle 





theatre, Philadelphia. 
Woody Herman, Dec. 24, Valencia 
| B., York, Pa. 25, Ritz B., Bridge- 


Johnny McGee, Dec. 17, four days, | 
| Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass.; 
Dec. 31, Neil House, Columbus, O.; 
Jan. 4, two weeks, Aragon B., Cleve- port, Conn. 

land. Freddy Starr, Dec. 


Glenn Miller, Jan. 9, Palace thea- | hotel, St. Louis. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


| NEW YORK 
| (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is. the estimated cover 
| charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 





12, Coronado 








Covers Total 
Week Past Covers 
| Band Hotel Play Week On Date 
| Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 8 1,875 15,303 
|Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 1,825 14,225 
Harry James...... Rancoln G00: ‘Whe-B1): occ i iuss > ciseas 11 850 9,450 
|Henry King ...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).........+08 8 225 850 
| Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 38 1,275 44,675 
iGlenn Miller .-Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 8 2,150 18,025 
| Vaughn Monroe*....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)..........4 8 1,125 9,625 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


| 
| Chicago 
| Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Town generally struck a snag 
| early in week and recovered only towards finish. Brown, however, is solid 
|in Chi now and did 2,400 customers despite early lull. 

| Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; $3-$3.50 min.), Dropped 
| Slightly in general decline but still big winner at 3,700 customers, 

Breese now one of key at- 


Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). 
tractions here, and came through with fine 4,000 patrons. 
| Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). 
second week Teagarden held well with 2,700 dancers and diners. 
Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, $300; $1-$2 min.). In general 
| slide, the Kassel band kept the room up on his own with 1,800 visitors. 


In 





Los ‘Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador, 900; $1-$1.50). Getting his share of class nitery 
| trade, but 1,500 covers off recent weekly average. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore, 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). 
ball parties helped this spot to 5,500 on the week. 

Stan Kenton (Palladium, 6,000; 65c-$1). Upped scale hasn’t hurt this 
youngster, who'll start his run with a neat week of 15,000 hoofers. Sunday 
night private party brought out near-capacity 5,500. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate, 800; 55c-75c). 
ing. Crosby headed solid 7,500 customers. 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt, 300; 75c-$1). Word is slow getting around that 
the Hawaiians are back on the boulevard and the checkup was no more 
than 750. 

Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City, 2,000; 55c). 
at 5,000 and blame it on the pre-holiday coin nursers. 

Jimmy Grier (Florentine Gardens, 75c-$1.50). Checking out with usual 
quota of 5,000, thanks to Nils Granlund’s floor show. Paul Whiteman comes 
in Thursday (4). 


Saturday night foot- 


Well liked and build- 


Can sell it a week 


—__—_ 


San Francisco 


Paul Whiteman (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50). Eighth final 
week tallied 1,980 covers. Three extra days climaxed Saturday (28) with 











Henry Busse sharing the football celebration mob boosted the final tab. 





Destroyed by Fire 


Valley Stream, 
L. L, former famed roadhouse, which 
was at its peak during prohibition 
days, was completely destroyed by 
fire of undetermined origin early 
Monday (1) morning. Spot was the 
only work opportunity name bands 


have ever had on Long Island. Guy 
Lombardo, et al, frequently played 
Its fold as a nitery followed a 


Recently it has been operated as a 


Beckley, W. Va.; 7, Armory, Reids- 
ville, N. C. 

Sonny Dunham, Dec. 21, Rainbow Red Norvo Into Armonk 
Gardens, Fremont, O.; 22, Aud., Red Norvo’s new band, just a few 
Saginaw, Mich.; 25, Dupont hotel,| weeks old, go on a broadcast 


buildup ride beginning Dec. 5 when 
it starts an eight-week stay at Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. Norvo has 
played only a few one-nighters in 
the last couple weeks, devoting most 
of his time to rehearsing the six 
brass, five sax, three rhythm combo, 


Mildred Bailey (Mrs. Norvo) will 
not be with the band. She'll work 
in 


tre, Cleveland; 16, Michigan theatre, 


Va.; 27, Forsyth C. C., Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; 29, Aud., Georgetown, Dick Rogers, Dee. 21, Ritz B., 
Del.; 31-Jan. 3, Plymouth theatre, Bridgeport, Conn.; 25, week, Adams 


theatre, Newark; 31, Strand theatre, 


Freddy Fisher, Dec. 22, two weeks, | Brooklyn. 
Club Lido, South Bend, Ind. Jan. 10, Artie Shaw, Dec. 25, Sinton hotel, 
four weeks, Spotlight C., Hollywood, | Cincinnati; 27, Lakeside Park, Day- 











(Estimated) 

Charlie Barnet (Ritz B., Bridge- 
port, Conn., Nov. 30), Barnet pulled 
1,180 at 99c.; nice. Band played 
Brookline C. C., Phila. day before 
(29), drawing okay 8006 at $1. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, Nov. 29). Donahue played 
here repeatedly, but this date got 
opposition from nearby Raymor- 
Playmor; drew okay 900 for $540. 


Shep Fields (Stanley theatre, Ches- 
ter, Pa., Nov. 27). Fields packed in 
second best take house ever had, do- 
ing $2,600 in four shows at 30c.-40c. 
On Sunday (30) Fields did an 
equally swell job at Shubert T., 
New Haven, Conn., pulling 4,000 at 
65c top for four shows. 


Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Nov. 24-29). Gray 
dropped bit off previous pace 10th 
week with 16,600 at $1.45 pair for 
still solid $12,035. Two more weeks 
for him. 


Carl Hoff-Jerry Wald (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, Nov, 28-29). Hoff 
and Wald, both fairly new bands, 
drew biggest weekend biz of year 
with 2,000 Friday and 2,400 Saturday 
at 65c.-55c. for extraordinary $2,640. 
Hoff is known here. 


Little Jack Little (Chermot B., 
Omaha, Nov. 27). Little drew fair 
670 dancers at 75c. for.about $500. 


Guy Lombardo (Garden, Boston, 
Dec. 1). British War Relief hop 
benefited solidly with Lombardo, 
who drew about 5,000 at $1. 

Alvino Rey (Rainbo Randevu, Salt 
Lake City, Nov. 28). On his way east 
from coast, Rey pulled strong 2,216 
here at $1.40 couple. Jumping to 
Chermot B., Omaha (30), he also hit 
solid reception; 1,360 at 85c. 

Charlie Spivak (Arena, New 
Haven, Conn., Nov. 29). In for one 
day, two shows, Spivak’s 4,500 draw 
at up to $1.10 was fair. 

Tommy Tucker (Kiwanis Club, 
Lowell, Mass., Nov. 28). Tucker 
pulled approximately 1,800 here at 
99c.; a good job. 
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| ASCAP Feud Into The Open 


Continued from page 1 








publishers present remained seated. 
After the meeting adjourned sev- 
eral publishers were heard to re- 
mark, ‘It’s the 
but with less money.’ 

Bu 
but before he turned his fire 
his adversaries in the Society, 
reviewed the outside trouble 
ASCAP has 
Since as far 


upon 
Buck 


been going 
back as 1929. 
counted in detail all the angles and 
facets of the fight and 


with radio and the part that he | 


same old ASCAP | 
ck spoke for almost two hours, | 
that | 
through | 


He re- | 


settlement | was a ‘fine fellow,’ 


played in the battle to save the So- | 


ciety from destruction. After com- 
pleting his passage of personal vin- | 
dication, Buck dramatically pic- 


tured the efforts of such publisher- | 


directors as Herman Starr, 
Bernstein and Saul Bornstein to have | 
him replaced as president. He 


termed Bernstein ‘a character an- 
nihilator’ and spoke of a motion pic- 
ture publisher, apparently referring 


to Starr, who set out to show his boss | 


what he could do with the Society 
and who almost wrecked it in the 
process. 


Rose Starts Stampede 


Before any of the publishers named 
by Buck could get up to answer 
him Billy Rose, a writer member, 
took the floor and made a fervid 
plea for unity within the Society. 
Rose declared that Buck ought to be 
elected even though it were found 
necessary to limit his powers. Buck, 
Said Rose, might be lacking in busi- 
ness efficiency but he could not be 
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The 

Society, Rose continued, might be 
| able to find a more efficient pres- 

ident, but it wouldn’t find one who 
had the organization more at heart 
and who was more sentimental about 
the personal interests of its writer 
members. Rose then urged that 
Buck be given a rising vote of con- 
fidence and the only persons that 
abstained from participating were 
publishers. 

Bornstein, who followed Rose, 
prefaced his comment with the 
statement that he agreed that Buck 
beloved by the 
writer, and that he (Bornstein) still | 
realized that Buck had all the ad- 
vantage, namely, as chairman of the 
| meeting and as an effective orator. 
Bornstein said that he was not in- 
terested in entering into personal 








accused of any selfish interest. 





Louis | ; amenities with Buck but that he was 


interested in the fact that many 
things have been, and still are, 
wrong with the Society. He re- 
called that while the special ways 
and means committee was seeking 
to reduce the overhead of the So- 
ciety by $600,000 a year Buck was 
referring to the committee’s mem- 
bers as ‘hatchet men.’ Buck, added 
Bornstein, was perhaps unmindful of 
the fact that the committee was do- 
ing all this so that more money 
could be distributed among the 
writer and publisher members. 
Bornstein’s Resentment 
Turning to Buck’s statement that 
Bornstein had charged him with 
bringing the ASCAP directors al- 
most to the gates of prison, Born- 
stein declared that the facts would 
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an outstanding score by 


FRANK LOESSER and HOAGY CARMICHAEL 


WE'RE THE COUPLE IN 
THE CASTLE 


'LL DANCE AT YOUR WEDDING 
RATY-DID, KATY-DIDN'T 


AND 


BOY, OH BOY! 


FRANK LOESSER and SAMMY TIMBERG 


OOO 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION 


Publishers to Paramount Pictures 


Labeda tad hale + 


The New No. 1 Ballad Hit 


: A SINNER KISSED AN ANGEL 
FOI IOI II IIIA 


New York 


bear him out. Bornstein said Buck 
without first consulting the board 
had engaged counsel to work for a 
decree and that before the Society 
could get out of the resulting legal 
pother it found itself faced with tak- 
ing guilty pleas in a civil suit in 
New York and a criminal suit in 
Milwaukee. Bornstein added that as 
a result of this mess he, as a busi- 
ness man, was cOmpelled to answer 
in the affirmative any time he was 
asked whether he had ever been 
convicted. Bornstein also said that 
he wanted to remind the writers who 
have been cheering Buck that when 
they seek relief from the Society 
the money does not come out of 
Buck’s pockets but out of the coffers 
| of ASCAP and that the publisher 
| directors were as anxious as any 
| writer directors to see that needy 
writers get such help. 


All-Out Feud 


Louis Bernstein did not take the 
floor to answer Buck. The ASCAP 
president tore off all wraps in going 
after Bernstein, who holds the vice- 
presidency of the organization. He 
sneeringly pictured Bernstein as al- 
ways plotting against him and ‘stick- 
ing a knife in my back.’ Buck 
shouted that he had hurled the fol- 
lowing cliallenge at Bernstein, and 
would go on hurling it, “You can tell 
lies about me, and I'll tell the truth 
about you.’ 

Buck also decried the way that the 
board of directors have been treating 
him for some time when it came to 
policies and business matter affecting 
the Society. They chose, he said, not 
to take him in their confidence, 
which, he said, reduced him to the 
state of a demi-president.’ 

Further defense of Buck came 
from Irving Caesar, a writer direc- 
tor. ‘Buck,’ he said, ‘might have made 
mistakes. We all make mistakes, 
We all make mistakes,’ continued 
Caesar, ‘but since ASCAP couldn't 
find anybody stronger than Buck to 
replace him’ he (Caesar) was in 
favor of keeping Buck in Office. 
Buck, added Caesar, was the writers’ 
man and the writers were going to 
stick with him. Caesar’s remarks 
drew cheers from the writers. The 
ASCAP membership consists of 1,- 
243 writers and 147 publishing firms. 


‘Misguided Meglomania’ 


After the meeting Bernstein ex- 
plained that the reason he didn’t take 
the floor was because he realized that 
it would take at least an hour to 
answer all the ‘lies’ that Buck had 
poured from the platform and that 
the 500 writers and about 50 publish- 
ers present had been called to discuss 
business matters affecting the future 
course of the Society and not listen 
to personal recriminations. Bern- 
stein stated that Buck’s performance 
was a combination of ‘misguided 
meglomania’ and a ‘windy dema- 
| gogue singing his swan song,’ and 











| complete fabrications. Bernstein said | 
that as he walked out of the audi- 
| torium publisher and writers alike 
| congratulated him for refraining 
| from dignifying Buck’ s diatribe. 


| that came up for discussion were: 


|of the membership to make the 
|adoption of an amendment 
51% vote. 

(2) That the board of directors 
| have complete power to allocate the 
|royalty payments to the estates of 
deceased members so as to avoid any 
possibility of litigation from rela- 
tives. 

(3) That the ‘Edgar Leslie Plan’ 
| for royalty. allocations among writer 
members be adopted. This is some- 
| thing of an adoption of the method 
|now in effect with publisher mem- 
bers. Leslie would have seniority 
and availability be credited for a 
total of 50% and the remaining 
| 50% paid on the basis of radio per- 
formances. The directorate had 
turned down this plan when it came 
up for consideration a couple weeks 
| ago. 

Buck at Monday’s meeting ap- 
pointed a couple of committees to 
study the ‘Leslie Plan’ and any other 
Suggestions for reclassification. The 
writer contingent consists of Otto 
Harbach, Geoffrey O’Hara, George 
W. Meyer, Edgar Leslie, John Red- 
mond, Stanley Adams and Harvey 
Enders, while the publisher commit- 
tee will be composed of the 12 pub- 
lisher board members plus Buddy 
Morris, Sam Fox and Carl T. Fischer. 








Carl Christianson remains as he 
has been for some years conductor 
of the house orchestra at the Rialto, 
Joliet, Ill. Position was wrongly 
credited to another in a recent item. 





Bill Darnell out of Army and goes 
back with Bob Chester band in place 











of Bob Haymes. 


| that 80% of Buck’s statements were | 





Among the b s | 
8 e by-law amendment: | Ellington and Woody Herman. A few 


| 


valid. | 
|At present the requirement is a | 
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COLLEGE RHYTHM 





U. of Cal.’s 7 Campuses a Wide Cross-Section— 
14,000 Studes at Berkeley Alone—Sweet 
Swing Supreme 








Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 
given fifrther instructions as to what is to be said nor how. 
articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 
These 
with the 


expressed opinions being their own. 

‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. 








——— 


By Don Matthews, ’42 


(Daily Californian, U. of Calif.) 





Berkeley, Cal., Dec. 2. 
California is one of the biggest 
universities in the country and has 
the widest variety of students and 
student life. Seven campuses 
throughout the state combine to 
make a total of well over 25,000 
students. There are about 14,000 
students on the Berkeley campus 
alone. 


The activities of these many stu- 
dents are diversified indeed—a lot of 
students are attending solely to get 
an education, thousands of stu- 
dents mix their studies and their play 
and plenty of students go easy on 
the stiff courses and concentrate on 
the extra-curricular activity. 


Situated in a metropolitan area of 
about 1,500,000 population, the cam- 
pus folk take their fun where they 
find it—usually in San Francisco, 25 
minutes away via the Bay Bridge. 
There are plenty of big hotels and 
clubs in the city where the best 
bands in the country are heard, so 
the students acquire a cosmopolitan 
taste for music. 


Sweet swing, the nation’s favorite, 
is therefore the students’ favorite, 
and big names like Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey and Freddy Martin 
draw Californians like beer draws 
Betas. Freddy Martin is the partic- 
ular favorite of the extreme ickies, 
partly because they feel that he is 
a home product, since he rose to 
fame from San Francisco. 


But the campus poll, conducted by | 


the Daily Californian, student news- 
paper, proved that a lot of students 
lean to swing with a preference for | 
Benny Goodman and Duke gpg oer} 
(which, incidentally, is not a 
choice). In the poll, the Duke sur- 
prised by being right on the heels | 
of Goodman for 
Band.’ This is partiy due to the fact 
that Duke’s sophisticated-jazz band 
recently played an engagement at the 
Golden Gate theatre in San Fran- 
cisco. 
Didja Ever Hear of Lu Watters? 


Hot music lovers (or people who! 


believe they are) prefer Goodman, 


“ |of them realize that they have one 
(1) That it take a two-thirds vote | ‘ oe 


of the finest Dixieland bands in the 
country right in San Francisco—Lu 


Watters and the Yerba Buena band. | 
A favorite dancing spot for Cali-| 


fornians is the Palace Hotel in San 
Francisco, where Whiteman played 
most recently, and where Freddy 
Martin attracted his immense follow- 
ing here. Most of the other 
were tied up in a strike at this writ- 
ing, and were featuring record ses- 
sions to draw University crowds (and | 
doing pretty well at It). Bob Crosby | 


rad 


Mark Hopkins Hotel recently when 
he played there. 

Local one-night stands at Oakland’s 
dancery, Sweet’s Baliroom, as a rule 
fail to attract large student crowds, 


masses, as Woody Herman and Bob 
Crosby found to their glee when 
they played there lately. 
Gene Krupa Wowed 'Em 

Campus groups are constantly try- 
ing to get name bands, and usually 
failing. The Dorm council recently 
got Gene Krupa, and broke dance at- 


tendance records at the Men's Gym, 
But many of the dancers were not 
students; in fact, the students pre. 
ferred to dance to the dulcet straing 
of smooth bands at the local hotels, 
High school and non-students flocked 
to hear the drummer man, however. 

Ernie Hecksher and Frankie Wells 
played for the Senior Informal Nov. 
20 (Big Game night—the culmination 
of California-Stanford football rival- 
ry). Art Rowley played for the 
Junior Prom and was well received. 

Rowl~y led the list of local band 
favorites in the campus poll, fole 
lowed closely by Don Kaye, the per- 
ennial band leader at the Hotel 
Claremont, on this side of the bay. 
Maurice Anger's student band is the 
favorite for small campus dances, 
and he dishes out a good brand of 
music. 


Turk Murphy and Bob Helm 

The small but determined set of 
hot music lovers must seek out its 
own jazz, but is fortunate in hav- 
ing some good spots in San Francisco 
to poke around. Lu Watters is the 
favorite, since he plays an honest 
Dixie style, and makes no concese 
sions to the pop tune lovers. Ane 
other New Orleans group is being 
built around Turk Murphy on trom- 
bone and Bob Helm on clarinet (re- 
cently with Wingy Manone), and is 
destined for success with jazz fa- 
natics. 





Modern Negro jazz is dispensed by 


! 
‘Favorite Swing | 


hotels | 


| but are 
| bought. 


| drew large campus crowds to the| 


Bob Barfield (ex-Lionel Hampton) 
and some fine boys at Jack’s Place 
in the city, and Willie Berranca’s 
| piano leads a good group at the Club 
| Alabam. Both of these spots and a 


bad | few other similar ones in the city 


| lure Californians away from their 
| Political Science and Economics. 
Strangely enough, there are no 
really outstanding record favorites 
among Californians. Glenn Miller's 


‘Moonlight Sonata’ and similar (very 
similar) arrangements are popular 
|among the students, but so are 
|Tommy Dorsey’s Sinatra-vocalized 
cuttings, and so are Freddy Martin’s 
various Concertos and Intermezzos. 

This seems to follow the stated 


preferences of varied music. 
Goodman records have fallen 
hind their former preeminence, but 
are picking up again (due, a good 
deal, to the added personnel and the 
Sauter arrangements). Artie Shaw is 
not the record seller he used to be, 
nor do students buy as many Bing 
Crosbys as they used to. The Duke’s 
records have taken a recent spurt, 
as a whole not too rapidly 
Will Bradley was popular 
for a while, but students eventually 
got tired of the phoney boogie- 
woogie his band dispenses. 
The U. C. Blacklist 
Rating high on the student black- 


be- 


| list for records and listening are the 


bands of Guy Lombardo, Kay Kyser 


| (who used to be fairly popular) and 
but bring out the city’s populace in| 





Horace Heidt. Nor do the students 
appreciate the busy exercises of 
Harry Jamey, although a few of his 
records are bought by the student 
public here. The Andrews Sisters, 
Larry Clinton and Charlie Barnet 
releases just about fill out the list of 
not-so-favorites. 
(Next week: Pennsylvania.) 
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“The diff’rence 





The Sign of the Lyre: 


’tween debit and credit 
Resides in the orbit of merit.” 


A New Firm With New Ideas Announcing 


“TITANIA” 


The Love Song Beautiful by RENATO M. CALDORA 
Introduced and Featured on the Air 


By VINCENT LOPEZ 


(The House of Original New, Natural Hits) 


MERIT MUSIC, INC., 701 Seventh Avenue, New York 


-—R. M. C. 
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Drastic New Anti-Bribery Rules Aim 


To Outlaw Payola from Music Biz 


vv 





———— NT v 


The new contract between the 
popular music contactmen’s union in 
New York and music publishers con- 
tains anti-bribery clauses which not 
only take in every conceivable form 
of payola but bars publishers from 
having any partnership or corporate 
relations with band leaders, singers, 
managers or booking agents. By the 
terms of the latest union agreement, 
which the board of directors of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation ratified last week, if a leader 
or performer wants to get into the 
publishing business he will have to 
finance the project with his own 
coin or loans obtained outside the in- 
dustry. The new contract runs to 


Dec. 31, 1943. 

In framing a new set of exploita- 
tion taboos the union and publisher 
committees which negotiated the 
new covenant sought to include all 
the payoff evils, whether material or 
otherwise, that have sprung up in 
the music business. The anti-bribery 
clause as it now stands bars: 

1. The giving away of any special 
arrangement. 

2. Employers or their employees 
from making up the radio programs 
of bands or singers. 

3. Music publishers from backing 
or supporting any band, singer, man- 
ager or booking agent. 

4. Music publishers from putting 
leaders or singers in the music busi- 
ness, which relationship is usually 
for the purpose of making it possible 
for leaders and singers to trade 
plugs. 

5. Publishers, or their professional 
men, from providing band leaders 
with transcriptions of new releases 
with the view of giving the latter a 
demonstration of the number. It is, 
however, permissible, for the pub- 
lisher io distribute commercial | 
phonograph records. 

6. Publishers from extending loans 
to leaders or singers, or even endors- 
ing notes. 

7. Professional men from attending 
‘command performances’ unless the 
occasion has received the approval 
of the union. 

8. Publishers from granting ‘cut-in’ 
royalties to band leaders or singers. 

While the contract ratified by| 
the MPPA board contains a favored | 
nations clause the union in making | 
agreements with firms outside this| 
gfoup is restrained from changing 
any one of the conditions in the anti- | 
bribery clause. These taboos must | 
apply to every publisher that signs| 
up with the union during the two- 
year period. No new agreement 
does not deal with minimum wages 
or maximum working hours but it 
does provide for a six-day week. 

he terms of notice remain unchanged 
and so do the penalties that go with 
Violations of the anti-bribery clause. 














15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 29) 





Tonight We Love....... Maestro 
Shepherd Serenade...... Mayfair 
ner 6 TUBS... svc eaes Robbins 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
toc 8? by), Se Cherio 
Concerto for Two.......Shapiro 
tL & eee -e..- Willson 
This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
PSU PEOED 55 bo 5 640604 Majestic 
TWO in LOVE. ...0e.: J. Campbell 
i ae. 6 2. 6 a6 cee bees Miller 
Bells of San Raquel........ Peer 
8 ae er ee Rinker 
Found You in Rain....... Porgie 


Why Don’t We More Often. .BVC 


Affiliation Topic To 
Follow SPA Talks 
On Union Bylaws 











Task of revising the constitution 
and by-laws of the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association so that the organ- 
ization can take on the complexion 
of a union, if the membership so 
elects, wili be completed this week. 
The next step will be to call a meet- 
ing of SPA members and let them 
(1) ratify the by-law changes and 
(2) decide whether the SPA should 
go union and whether it should af- 
filiate itself with some labor organ- 
ization or the Authors League of 
America. Many of the SPA’s mem- 
bers are already members of the 
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New England Broadcaster 
Refuses to Sign Any Kind 
of Blanket Agreement — 
So ‘Predominantly ASCAP’ 
Musical Programs Pay 
Trade’s Biggest Rate 








‘INCIDENTALS’ 212% 





John Shepard, 3rd, head of the 
Yankee and Colonial Networks, has 
obtained from ASCAP a regional 
deal which obligates him to pay 


93%,% on commercial programs 
which are dominantly ASCAP in 
musical content and 2%% where 


+ ASCAP music is used incidentally. 


Shepard insisted on a per program 
arrangement and the fees for his 
two regionals constitute the highest 
paid ASCAP by any broadcasting or- 
ganization in the country. 


Because all other networks had 
elected to take a’ blanket contract 
ASCAP had for awhile been per- 
plexed by the problem which Shep- 
ard’s demand for a per program deal 
presented. It was finally decided 
that an equitable solution would be 
a rate structure that was propor- 
tionately higher than that prevailing 
for local stations. The blanket fee 
for network commercials, as already 
accepted by others, is 2%%, while 
the pe: program contract for local 
stations calls for 8% on commercial 
programs dominantly ASCAP and 





Dramatists Guild and the Screen 
Writers Guild, which are associated 
with the ALA. 

Initial discussion on the necessary 
revisions was held last week by a 
special SPA committee and John 
Schulman, the association’s counsel. 


TAKING SEALS OFF 
OLD ASCAP DISCS 


St. Louis, Dec. 2. 

During the recent tiff between 
CBS and ASCAP all of the ASCAP 
waxes in KMOX, the local CBS out- 
let, were stored away after each had 
been sealed with adhesive tape. The 
tape covered the grooves and even 
a portion of the titles. Last week 
when an occasion arose to use some 
of them the engineers couldn’t re- 
move the tape. A flock of wise boys 
were called in and for three days 
every type of cleaning fluid includ- 
ing energine, tetrachloride and gaso- 
line were used to clean the clogged 
grooves. But it was no dice. 

Finally Chester B. Renier, produc- 
tion chief, suggested the use of plain 








Herbert Stothart scoring 
numbers to be sung by Jeanette 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy in ‘I 
Married An Angel’ at Metro. 





solo | 


soap and water, It worked. 

Hal Fein has rejoined the New 
| York professional staff of Mills | 
| Music, Inc., after serving his trick in | 


lthe U. S. Army. 


2°% for those incidentally so. The 
fee charged Shepard is arithmetic- 
ally an amalgamation of these two 
plans. The added ratio is relatively 
the same in the case of the 9%% 
and the 24%. 

If Shepard makes the same sort of 
deal with Broadcast Music, Inc., the 
fee on his regional programs which 
are dominantly ASCAP but contain 
some BMI tune may run as high 
as 12%. 





DISC STOCK CHANGES 


U.S. 





Cuts Down—Famous Dissolves 
in Albany. 
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The ASCAP Melon 


In making his financial re- 
port to the ASCAP members 
at the semi-annual meeting in 
the Astor hotel Monday (1), 
Gene Buck confused his figures 
somewhat. He stated that 
ASCAP will distribute $2,700,- 
000 for 1941 as compared to 
$7,000,000 for 1940. What he 
meant was that ASCAP has dis- 
tributed this year to date 
$2,700,000 and that the Society 
took in $7,000,000 from licensees 
during 1940. 

It is estimated that between 
$650,000 and $700,000 will be dis- 
tributed for the final quarter of 
this year, making the year’s 
(1941) distribution $3,400,000. 
In 1940 it was $4,500,000. It is 
also figured that the Society’s 
income from all sources tnis year 
will be around $5,000,000. 

Buck in his report disclosed 
that the war with radio was re- 
sponsible for an increase of the 
Society’s overhead during 1941 
from around $1,000,000 to $1,- 
600,000. 


If He Can Prove Claim, 
Judge Thinks Joe Meyer 
Has Got Something 











Joe Meyer, one of the writers of 
‘California, Here I Come,’ scored an 
important point last week in the N.Y. 
supreme court when Justice George 
Hammer, in rejecting a motion for 
dismissal, upheld Meyer’s right to 
prove, if he could, that Witmark, a 
Warner Bros. firm, had acted on good 
faith in a synchronization deal with 
20th Century-Fox, Witmark had 
charged Fox $150 for the use of the 
number in ‘Rose of Washington 
Square’ and Meyer in his complaint 
contended that Witmark had not ob- 
tained as much as it should have 
from Fox. 

In his decision on Warners’ motion 
for dismissal Justice Hammer quoted 
Meyer’s contention that Witmark had 





Albany, N. Y., Dec. 2. 


The United States Record Corp. has 
decreased its capital stock from 
$225,000 to $9,760, according to papers 
filed with the Secretary of State in 
Albany by Maybruck & Maybruck, 9 
East 40th street, New York City. 

Meantime Famous Record Co., Inc., 
New York, has been dissolved. Pa- 
pers to this effect have been filed 
with the Secretary of State in Albany 
by Rubenstein & Shapiro, 261 Broad- 
way, New York City. 





‘Boogie de Concerto’ now gives 
Tschaikowsky’s Concerto in B-flat 
Minor a Harlem beat; Erskine But- 
terfield did it, for Georgia Music 
| publication. 





| breached its obligation to him by not 
| looking out for his best interests as 
| well as its own, and the court de. 
|clared that the law is well settled on 


; the point that, where a contract is | 


| based upon earnings of property 
| transferred, the obligations must be 
| exercised fairly and in good faith. 

| 





GREENE & REVEL, INC. 


Broadcast Music, Inc., yesterday 
(Tuesday) formally announced the 
formation of a subsidiary with Mort 
Greene and Harry Revel, writers, as 
ithe nucleus of the company. The 
|move had been expected for several 
weeks. 
| Corporate setup be 


will called 


HIGH DATE FOR Publishers Victorious in Vital Test 
‘Josephine to Shapiro, Bernstein; 
Copyright Renewals Affected 


The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
established one of the most important 
legal precedents affecting the musie 
industry in years when it upheld 
Monday (1) a lower court decision 
which gave Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. the renewal rights to ‘Come, 
Josephine in My Flying Machine.’ 
As a result of the appeals court’s 
finding many of the older publishing 
firms will be able to retain the copy- 
right renewal rights on hundreds of 
valuable songs. The principle con- 
firmed by the court is, in essence, 


that where a song was written while 
the writer was under hire to the 
publisher the latter must be rec- 
ognized as the copyright owner and 
possesses the authority to obtain a 
copyright renewal on the work. 

The defendants in this case, whose 
proceedings have been closely fol- 
lowed by copyright lawyers through- 
out the country, were Alfred Bryan 
and Fred Fisher, the writers of 
‘Josephine,’ the Fred Fisher Music 
Co., to whom Fisher assigned his 
renewal rights, and the Famous 
Music Corp., which obtained an as- 
signment from Bryan. The decision 
affects Famous in still another re- 
spect, and, that is, the controversy 
over the renewal rights of ‘China- 
town, My Chinatown,’ another valu- 
able oldie. Jean Schwartz, one of 
the writers of ‘Chinatown,’ conveyed 
his renewal rights to Famous sev- 
eral years ago, even though War- 
ner Bros., as owner of the Remick 
catalog, claimed that the song was 
written while Schwartz was under 
an employment contract to Jerome 
H. Remick & Co. Warners deferred 
taking the issue to court until the 
‘Josephine’ litigation had been dis- 
posed of. 

Not only have the owners of im- 
portant old catalogs shown deep 
concern over the outcome of this 
case but the Songwriters Protective 
Association thought the matter of 
such serious import to its members 
as to aid Bryan and Fisher in their 
appeal to the higher court. Writers 
of ‘Josephine’ were represented by 
the SPA’s own counsel, John Schul- 
man, while Shapiro-Bernstein’s 
lawyer was Leo Rosett. 

‘Josephine’ will now be returned 

(Continued on page 52) 


LESTER SANTLY 
NEW M.P.P.A. PREZ 


Lester Santly, of Santly-Joy-Se- 
lect, is the new president of the Mu- 
sic Publishers Protective Association. 
He was elected last week at a meet- 
ing of the MPPA’s board of directors. 


Other officers named were Jack 
Mills, v.p.; Dick Murray, treasurer, 








| Greene & Revel, Inc. 


and Jack Bregman, secretary. 
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| CHAPPELL & 


We Are Greatly Indebted To 


COLE PORTER 


For Giving Us the Most Played Song in the Country 


ERYTHING I LOVE 


From Vinton Freedley's Musical Success ‘LET'S FACE IT’ 


CoO., Inc., 


Eddie Wolpin, Professional Manager 


RKO Bidg., New York 
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FEReIS T 
MILLER 
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0 records of 


4 Miller songs 


erfect proof ° 


sold last 4 for their 


the enormous 
hits. That's why top ° 


safely 
catalogs for 
recordings- 


m 


their 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 





On All Best Seller Lists 


ELMER’S 
TUNE 


Duke Ellington's 
Greatest Song Success 


| GOT IT BAD 
And That Ain’t Good 


Coming! 
EDDIE CANTOR 
in “Banjo Eyes”’ 
Watch for this new musical score 


by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 











HARRY LINK, Prof. Mgr. 


2 Hits by Gordon and Warren 
from “Sun Valley Serenade” 


CHATTANOOGA 
CHOO CHOO 


| KNOW WHY 
(And So Do You) 


Coming ! 
ROONEY & GARLAND 
in “Babes On Broadway” 


Watch for this great picture score 
by Ralph Freed, Roger Edens, 
Burton Lane and E. Y. Harburg 











BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 


A Solid Hit By 3 Solid Writers 
De Rose, Parish, Kenny! 


ORANGE 
BLOSSOM LANE 


As Big As “Elmer’s Tune” 


| GUESS I’LL BE 
ON MY WAY 


Coming ! 
JESSIE MATTHEWS 
in “The Lady Comes Across” 


Watch for this new musical score 


by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 











Inside Stuff—Music 


English music publisher Reg Connelly has been trying to get back to 
England and was on the verge of clippering to Lisbon, regardless of a 
priority on the plane to London, when he heard of Louis Dreyfus’ plight. 
Latter is still stalled in Portugal awaiting seats on a British-bound plane 
for himself and family, although he, personally, could go through. Connelly 
went to Bermuda, and the British authorities advised him it would be 
foolish to fly the Atlantic and risk being marooned in Lisbon for weeks 
on end. 





| Robert Burton, lawyer for Broadcast Music, Inc., has had a long talk 
with John Schulman, counsel for the Songwriters Protective Association, 
about the possibility of BMI accepting the SPA’s basic publishers’ agree- 
ment and standard writer’s contract form. 

The discussion was strictly of an exploratory nature. 


With but four weeks expiring since ASCAP’s repertoire went back on 
NBC and Columbia, the ‘most played’ list for the week ending Nov. 30 
show every one of first 15 niches held by songs licensed through ASCAP. 
| Of the 24 tunes that got 10 or more network all but eight are ASCAP 
| controlled, 





Warner Bros. music group has obtained the renewal rights to ‘There's 
a Long, Long Trail’ from Zo Elliott and the widow of the tune’s other 
writer, Stoddard King. 
| Number is part of the Witmark catalog and the renewal comes due in 
| February, 1942. 
| 
; It’s Art Kassel, not Al Kavelin, who will begin RCA-Victor’s broadcasts 
on the Fitch Bandwagon Dec. 14. Spot was inadvertently credited in a 
| story in ‘Variety’ last week to Kavelin, 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
| networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
|and WOR, N. Y. Compilatien herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
| through Sunday (Nov. 24-30), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate-Reporting Service, regilar checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 




















Music Pub Claims Hal Horne OKd 


‘Green Valley Song, But 20th Denies 





Ring-around-a-rosy story, with 
everyone under the impression that 
someone else had given Abner 
Silver's Lincoln Music Corp. per- 
mission to use ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ as a song title, resulted in 
20th-Fox, producer of the film, de- 
manding last week that publication 
be ceased. Silver plans to continue 
publication, 

Silver maintains that he got his 
permission from the Hal Horne Or- 
ganization, which, in fact, had its 
own art department prepare the title 
page for the sheet music. Horne is 
an independent outfit that did 
publicity-exploitation on ‘Valley’ for 
20th. 

Horne declares he had been in- 


EXTRA DECCA 








DIVVY OF 20c 


Directors of Decca Records; Inc., | 
last week declared an extra dividend | 
of 20c a share on the company’s capi- 
tal stock in addition to the regular | 
quarterly dividend of 15c a share. 

Music publishers affiliated with | 
ASCAP had the week before re- 
ceived statements from Decca for the 
period ending Sept. 30, and the 
amounts were somewhat under what 


formed by Silver that Alan Collins, 
of Curtis Brown, Ltd. agents for 
Richard Llewellyn, author of the 
book, had given permission. Collins 
claims he was told by Silver that 
20th-Fox had given permission. And 
Silver believed that the cooperation 
of Horne meant 20th-Fox had given 
its okay, which the company this 
week said ain’t so. 

Collins was sent by Silver an 
agreement to pay Llewellyn ec, @ 
copy royalty. He said that he ree 
fused to accept it, however, until] 
Silver sent him written permission 
from 20th-Fox, which Silver thag 
been unable to obtain. 


Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th’s counsel, 
declared last week: ‘During the past 
five years there has been a tendency 
to use the titles of best-sellers ag 
titles of songs, without consulting the 
author. The publisher of the song 
thus cashes in on the exploitation 
given to both the novel and motion 
picture based upon the novel. I be- 
lieve the time has arrived when this 
pernicious activity should stop and 
we are prepared to make a test case 
of it.’ 

Siiver maintains, on the other 
hand, that the song was exploitation 
for the picture, as evidenced by 
Horne’s cooperation in providing a 
still and making a title page. Courts 
have held in the past that, inasmuch 
as titles cannot be copyrighted, there 
is nothing to stop songs from having 
the same labels as books or pictures, 
Two famous examples, on which 


‘they had been for the previous | @uthors never got royalties, were 


| able, 


quarter. 











‘Josephine’ Case | | 


(eee Continued from page 51 See 











by Shapiro-Bernstein to its plug list. 
The publishing house had since the | 
start of the litigation stopped mak- | 
ing arrangements of the tune avail- | 
Louis Bernstein, head of the | 


' firm, declared Monday (1) that de- | 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
| Everything I Love—t ‘Let’s Face It’. ........eeceeeees Chappell ....... ee 30 
TR MIME PO hE TE oe SO So  eainie wa oleae we RODDING accveces . 
LOTS e ETL Cre PET EEREOT Te 0+ BANthy ssc ciceiden 
Shepherd Serenade........ sve BEOVEOIE sicecsccs 17 
| White Cliffs of Dover....... ; Cn Te CCTT ves See eee eee 17 
Chattanooga Choo Choo ‘Sun Valley Serenade’..... Feist .........0.+. 16 
| PROGRES ~BEMROUOUEID, 65.05 o> vs cccus coneesectoucaee PR: Farms iiss 
SRPERSUT FuROOO, Gi FEIN. oo ods cdc bc nc vsdbosseeeebs onan ge eer er 15 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—7Playmates ...cccsscueeees eee eee 14 
Tropical Magic—7 ‘Weekend in Havana’.........+ee8. i, ere ee re 14 
Dee WIN Ss Pee ck oe k's view b ahaha eee Se eee WMOTEK 1s se0e000 14 
Orange Blossom Lane........... idle a tenes ace tenn aerate DEEN ib vewweneue 13 
MERAY DIGS WE BIOTO COLGENT o's ic bice Seas Kes cine soeiens Sree ee 13 
Pee Ge MED os Calvo cher ces onde ewes Chen meee ee eehen TOROING c cccccests 12 
PTs 16 Ne Laughing Matter .... .nvrccvvcavseiceves ION nc cacesdacd. BE] 
This Time the Dream’s on Me—?Blues In Night..... ere er er 12 
*I See Million People....... . Radiotunes ....... 11 
*This Love of Mine.......... PEN atte, Sain ets Te EMDGSSY ..cccsees 11 
mw a Pee ae ae ee ee wre ee 10 
Bs ge eee fcbahagaeequsngs de Me were eevee, Oe 
hy. Bi b 2 Serereeprrrrrerrrrrrr rer i 
Re ER as a in cls y ais eGR TES 6-0'a oe Oe 4S a rr | 
| co a lini celle irate: ager ik Cesena eel ar ara Nationwide. ...... 10 | 
2. & a aaa . Willson .. 10 


* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 
+ Filmusical, 
t Legitimate. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


| 


| (Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
| throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
| of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
| popularity, whose recordings are being played. 








and respective publishers.) 





Tonight We Love (6) Maestro........... ae A gs Decca 
Concerto for Two (2) Shapiro 


|} 3. You Made Me Love You (8) Broadway.. Harry James 





spite the outcome of the court fight | 
he will make royalty payments to | 
Bryan and Fisher during the re- 
newal term of ‘Josephine.’ 

The decision in favor of Shapiro- 
Bernstein was unanimous with Jus- | 
tice Learned Hand its author. The | 
appeals court upheld Federal Judge 
Edward A. Conger, who tried the 
case originally, on every point. After 
a six-page review of all the facts 
and the law involved in the contro- | 
versy Justice Hand, summed up. 
the finding in the following dicta, | 
‘When an employer becomes the | 
proprietor of the original copyright | 
because it was made by an em-| 
ployee for hire the right of renewal 
goes with it unlike an assignment.’ | 

The suing publisher had claimed 
that Bryan and Fisher wrote ‘Jo- 
sephine’ while they were in the em- 
ployment of the firm of Maurice 
Shapiro & Co. in 1909 and 1910 and 
that the contracts involved in this | 
employment made Shapiro an em- | 


| ployer for hire when the song was | 


Figures and names in| 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | 


1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (6) Feist....... { Glenn Mille ere Bluebird 
} Andrews Sisters......Decca 
2. Piano Concerto (12) Maestro.........e.6. Freddy Martin..... Bluebird | 


Claude Thornhill. .Columbia | 


| 
.Columbia 


4. World on Fire (15) Cherio F ) Inkspots .s++e.-Decca 
}Tommy Tucker ..... Okeh | 
| 
| §. Elmer’s Tune (5) Robbins }Gienn Miller Bluebird 

a tet } Andrews Sisters....,.Decca 

6. This Love of Mine (7) Em! } Tommy Dorsey....... Victol 

[oT ae ree ey gee } Tommy Tucker Decca 

Se NR EP I icc. o's) ei te awk al { Andrews Sisters....... Decca 

’ Tony Martin. ....<is6- Decca 
| . . . 

| 8. Shepherd Serenade (3) Mayfair......... { Bing Crosby ......... Decca 

) Johnny Long ........ Decca 


9. Why Don’t More Often (4) BVC { Freddy Martin.....Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


| thet ee ' 
Shrine of St. Cecelia (Braun).......... se ) Sammy ~ + eae Victor 
Modern Design (Republic)..............5 ss —etnmy Rave. ii.esces Victor 
ee SS rr — f?.. Sere Decca 
By-U-By- Ne Sa Pa eee . § Woody Herman....... Decca 
y Y-O (Majestic) .+eeseeeseeeseeee ** ) Kay Kyser.........Columbia 
om ; , ee Waody Herman....... Decca 

his > ou 
This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)....... ) Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 


§ Charlie Spivak,........Okeh 
* (Sammy Kaye.. 





This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)....... 


| further use of the song. H 


Rat tee |) Kay Kyser........Columbia | 
10. Do You Care? (1 ell: oc. { Bing Crosby........... Decca 
o Sea-Laret (2) Campbell. 2.4... ..43. )Les Brown........ «+» -Okeh 


{ Al Donahue...........Okeh | 


radoens VIRCOE 


composed and published. The ap- 
peals court expressed itself as satis- 
fied with the proof adduced at the | 
trial and held that Shapiro, Bern- | 
stein & Co., as successor to Maurice | 
Shapiro & Co., had the right to re- | 
new the copyright when it expired 
in October, 1938. 


Not So Happy Home 


Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 

Rosa Barnes, songwriter, filed suit 
for $25,000 against Republic, charg- 
ing the studio lifted her copyrighted 
ditty, ‘My Happy Little Home in 
Arkansas,’ for use in the picture, | 
‘Arkansas Judge.’ 

Plaintiff demands an accounting of 
profits and an injunction restraining 


‘Farewell to Arms’ and ‘Stars Fell on 
Alabama.’ 

Kilroe contends that Silver went 
beyond the bounds of merely using 
the same title by advertising: ‘Pub- 
lished by Special Arrangement with 
the Author, Ricifurd Llewellyn’ and 
‘Inspired by the 20th Century-Fox 
Production.’ 

















‘Variety’s’ Critic Criticized 


“THERE AINT 
ANY CHORUS" 


(To This Song) 
VARIETY says, ‘There ain’t 


any reason to this song’... 
The writers know there ain’t 
any reason to this song... 
They also know there ain't 
any chorus —and to make 
matters worse... there ain't 


any verse. 
—BUT— 


Irv Carroll’s Bluebird 
Recording of “There 
Ain’t Any Chorus’”’ is 
currently one of the 
Best Sellers in the 
Nation ! 


WHO’S RIGHT? 
‘Variety’ or The Pubiic 


— sn 


JIMMIE FRANKLIN MUSIC CO. 


224 West 49th Street 
New York 

















Manny Sachs — will again 
help you meet the Miami 


moon, 
Walter Jacobs 


P.S.—HURRY—WON’T YOU ? 





HELLO, BARNEY BALABAN! 

Well, here’s that Miami sun again! We hope all your 
friends—Mary Brian, Francis Lederer, Edwin C. Hill, 
Bennett Cerf, Ed Wolf, Irving Berlin, E. Ray Goetz, 
Jack Robbins, Phil Spitalny, Harry Flannery, Ike Levy, 


bade Teall 


MIAMI BEACH 
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Philly Niteries Hit by Curfew Orders, 
Limited to 2 A.M. Opening Week Days, 
Midnight Saturdays; Slash in Talent 








Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 
It looks like a long, tough winter 
for Philly’s nitery belt. 
Faced with an ‘obey or else— 
order from the State Liquor Control 
Board, the city’s leading gay spots 
last night (Monday) began closing 
down tight at the sound of the 2 
am, curfew—and it’s lights out at 


ere in. 
. The nitery nabobs apparently had 


no other choice. Most of the leading 
spots have been cited several times 
for selling liquor after hours and 
have paid as high as $1,000 in fines 
on the last rap—at the rate of $10-a- 
day for each day of liquor suspension 
in lieu of closing. 
Secret Huddle 

Two weeks ago the word went 
around that the $10-a-day tap— 
known as ‘offer in compromise’— 
would no longer apply to those spots 
which have been found guilty of re- 
peated curfew violations. Another 
rap, State agents warned, and liquor 
licenses would be revoked. Among 
those who received this warning 
were Jack Lynch's, the Embassy, 
Carroll’s and the Little Rathskeller, 
all of which have four or more cita- 
tions. 

A secret huddle was held last 
week by the cafe owners and they 
agreed that they could no longer 
buck the State as long as the curfew 
laws remained on the statute books, 
and so they ‘voluntarily’ agreed to 
close at 2 a.m. week nights and mid- 
night Saturday. 

A few of the clubs which haven't 
been caught on the after-hours rap, 
or who have only one or two cita- 
tions, are expected to buck the 
State’s edict and continue selling 
after-hours. But the big spots aren’t 
taking any chances. Loss of liquor 
licenses mean the irretrievable loss 
of heavy investments. 

Saturday Night Washout 

Saturday night—ordinarily the 
most lucrative night of the week— 
will be a washout from now on. With 
legit theatres and film houses wind- 
ing up at 11:30 or later, it will be 
virtually impossible for a club to get 
any after-theatre trade with a strict 
midnight curfew. 

The crackdown was skedded to 
have begun two weeks ago, but the 
cafe owners pleaded that it be de- 





layed at least until after the Army- 
Navy football game Saturday (29). 
Niteries were jammed to the walls 
after the game and until the early 
Sunday dawn. 

The strict curfew is expected to 
Prove a windfall, for the private 
clubs which are allowed to operate 
until 3 a.m., and most times later, on 
any night including Saturday. Many 
of these clubs are one-man affairs, 
with charters of defunct organiza- 
tions and profits accruing only to the 
Person operating them. 

Only hope for the nitery boys is 
that enough sentiment can be 


| 
| 








whipped up for an extension of the | 
curfew at a special session of the | 


Legislature which 
after the first of the year. 


may be Called | 
But this | 


is remote at this time, because the | 
governor has already declared him- | 


Self that a 
only 
questions, 


session—if called—will | 
deal with taxes and kindred | 


A heavy pruning of nitery talent | 


budgets is 


: expected 
shortly, 


to take place 


HILDEGARDE INDUCTS 
NEW CHI HOTEL SPOT 


Hildegarde will induct the Hotel 
Blackstone’s (Chicago) new room 
Jan. 10, when jit opens. It hasn’t 
been given a billing as yet. Arnold 
Kirkeby, who runs the Camillia 
House in the Hotel Drake, Chi, will 
point the Blackstone’s new 275-ca- 
Pacity interior for similar class 
trade, 

Chanteuse closes on that date at 
the Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., when Caper- 
ton and Columbus, dancers, innovate 
a ballroomology policy there in a 
spot heretofore given over chiefly to 
Vocalists and monologists. John 
Hoysradt succeeds C-C Jan. 23, and 
Hildegarde returns March 15, after 
her usual winter engagement at the 
Brook Ciub, Miami Beach, in mid- 

ebruary, This time she’s set for 
our weeks at the Savoy-Plaza at 
$2,000 straight, booked by Jack 
Bertell (MCA), 





| 


Greben Sets Talent 
For 2 Miami Cafes 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Harry Greben agency is exclusive- 
ly booking the Sky Club and May- 
fair Club in Miami this season, and 
is currently letting talent contracts 
on both spots. 

First show set for Joe Ragazzo, 
Coast cafe man, for his cafe debut 
in the Florida sector with the Sky 
Club, opens Dee. 24 and has Dolly 
Kay, Jack and Jill Warner, Lenny 
Gale and the Margaret Faber 
Dancers. 

Dates for the Mayfair include such 
acts as Carroll and Gorman, plus 
Bernard and Henri, both well known 
in Chicago nite life. 


Mutual Aid Pact 


By AFM, AGVA 
Is Spreading 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

The ‘all-for-one-one-for-all’ agree- 
ment between the American Guild 
of Variety Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians, consum- 
mated here two weeks ago, will be 
spread to nearby cities. 

Negotiations have begun between 
the Philly AGVA unit with AFM 
locals in Reading, Trenton, Chester 
and Vineland, N. J., for an arrange- 
ment similar to the one made in 
Philly whereby members of both 
unions refuse to work in spots em- 
ploying non-union members of either 
craft. 

The alliance between the two 
unions is reported ‘working like a 
charm’ here, with at least two spots 
which had employed non-union 
bands coming to terms with the AFM 
since the deal was made. 

A sellout is expected for the first 
benefit ball staged by AGVA Thurs- 
day night (4) at the Broadwood 
hotel. More than 2,000 tickets have 
been sold in advance. A band of 
picked men from various nitery and 
theatre bands will be in the pit, with 
acts from leading niteries and vaude 
houses supplying the entertainment. 











Ruth Craven Held Over 
San Francisco, Dec. 2. 
Ruth Craven held over at 365 Club 
here with all-new show using Ward 
and Van, Geraldine Ross and Doro- 
thy Byton dancers. 


Shirley Beees’s Cafe Tour 


San Francisco, Dec, 2. 
Shirley Deane, of films, plans to 
concentrate on nitery bookings for 
the present, so her personal rep, 
Tom Kettering, has worked out an 
odd three-way booking deal whereby 
she will be sold in the east via 
Miles Ingalls, in the midwest 
through William Morris Chicago of- 
fice, and in the Frisco area by Sam 
Rosey. 
First date under new setup is at 
Duncan Sisters’ Music Box here. 


CHI AGVA BEEFS 
ON ‘NO CO-OP 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Local American Guild of Variety 
Artists has complained to its New 
York National headquarters over 
latter’s ‘lack of cooperation’ with its 
midwest members. Especially com- 
plained against was the so-called 
failure of the National to watch out 
for the interests of midwest AGVA 
members insofar as the Camp Shows, 
Inc., shows are concerned. 


No midwest acts or units have 
been booked on any of the USO 
shows thus far, according to the 
squawk, and only one midwest pro- 
ducer, Al Borde, has obtained any 
USO time. He had to go to N. Y. 
personally to solicit this USO time, 
locals aver. 


Lou Cohen, 71 Others 
Must Stand Trial In 
Lottery Indictment 


——-—— 


Miami, Dec, 2. 

Louis Cohen, local nitery operator, 
was ordered to appear for trial in 
Pittsburgh today (Tuesday) after 
Federal Judge F. P. Shoonmaker de- 
nied a defense motion to quash in- 
dictments charging him and 71 others 
with operating a nationwide lottery, 

Cohen stepped into the Miami 
nitery picture last season when he 
opened the E] Bolero. Later, he pur- 
chased the Mayfair Club, and his 














Indictment against Cohen and the 
others was returned last February 
and charged they operated in 15 
states the Pool Owners Association 
of Philadelphia, described as the 
largest lottery syndicate in the na- 
tion, It was paid off on the federal 
treasury balance, baseball results and 
other number combinations, 

Cohen’s four brothers and two 
brothers-in-law were included in the 
indictment. Their trial is scheduled 
for the current term of Federal court 
}in Pittsburgh. 





latest venture is the Tobacco Road. } 





Griffin, Silverstone 


Queried in N.Y. 


By D.A.'s Office on Chorine Beefs, 
— AGYA's 570,000 Debt to Four A’s 





vr 


M’w’kee Cafes Protect 


Selves on Minor Rap 


Milwaukee, Dec. 2. 

Downtown nitery operators who 
have been in a number of jams re- 
cently over the sale of booze to 
minors, many of them U.S. navy 
rookies in uniform who come up 
here from Great Lakes, Il., for their 
weekends, instituted a new system 
Saturday (29), to protect themselves. 
Cards are handed to youthful ap- 
pearing customers to sign, certifying 
that they are over 21 years of age, 
and the statement must be attested 
to by a witness before any alcoholic 
beverage will be served the would- 
be imbiber. 


Richman Cited 
Before AGVA on 
Booking Breach 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

Manager Michael Redstone of 
Club Mayfair is awaiting a hearing 
before the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, claiming that Harry 
Richman ran out of an oral agree- 
ment to play his spot and instead 
accepted™a date from the Latin Quar- 
ter here. Richman is national v.p. 
of AGVA ana a member of its ex- 
ecutive board. 


According to Redstone, Richman 
agreed to play the Mayfair at $2,300 
for a week, but when manager Lou 
Walters a week later offered more 
money and a longer contract at the 
Latin Quarter, Richman took it. 

Redstone protested to AGVA in 
New York and also to Tom Senna in 
Boston’s AGVA office. Richman 
opened at the Latin Quarter Sunday 
(30). No hearing date has been set. 








Gene Austin to Operate 
Blue Heaven Cafe in Fila. 


Gene Austin’s ‘My Blue Heaven’ is | 


the billing of a new nitery which 
the singer will have in Miami Beach 
this season. Before going to Florida, 
Austin cut four sides for Decca. 

Austin’s Victor recording of ‘My 
Blue Heaven,’ which sold over 
1,000,000 platters, has thus tied in 
closely with his career. 
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Gerald Griffin, executive secree 
tary, and Jonas T. Silverstone, 
counsel, of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, paid a visit by re- 
quest Friday (28) to the New York 
district attorney’s office. Assistant 
da. Murray Gurfein, Thomas E. 
Dewey’s chief aide, questioned them 
regarding complaints by chorines 
working at the Hotel Commodore, 
N. Y., that they were subjected to 
‘coercive checkoffs,’ with Gurfein 
also showing marked interest in 
AGVA's $70,000 indebtedness to the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America. Chorines also charged 
AGVA ‘did nothing for them.’ 

Gurfein was primarily interested 
in learning whether the girls had 
been subjected to duress, and 
whether AGVA, because it was in 
debt to the Four A’s, was itself un- 
der duress from the parent organ- 
ization. The assistant d.a. was also 
interested in just how that indebt- 
edness accrued and where and how 
the money was spent. 

Silverstone and Griffin explained 
to Gurfein that no chorines are: sub- 
| ject to ‘salary checkoffs’ for dues, 
' though, in the instance of the Hotel 
| Commodore girls, the latter’s dues in 
AGVA were paid in full by the Wil- 
liam Morris office, which books the 
Commodore, with that agency in 
turn deducting the coin in install- 
ments from the girls’ pay envelopes, 
AGVA's lawyer and executive secre- 
tary pointed out to Gurfein that the 
Morris office is franchised by AGVA, 
which makes it ‘mandatory’ that it 
book only AGVA members. The 
Commodore chorines were told that 
if they didn’t join AGVA they would 
be replaced by AGVA members. A 
word picture was also provided Gure 
| fein on AGVA’s service to pere 
| formers, 
| As far as AGVA’s indebtedness to 
| the Four A’s, principally Equity and 
| Screen Actors Guild, Silverstone and 
Griffin explained to Gurfein that the 
|major portion of this money was 
| spent in organizing AGVA a couple 
|of years ago after the American 
Federation of Actors had been dis- 
enfranchised. 

According to Silverstone, Gurfein 
|was satisfied with their explana- 
now and that the ‘investigation’ was 











now a closed issue. When itself 
queried, the District Attorney’s of- 
fice said it had ‘no comment’ to make 
| on the situation. 


Nat Kalcheim Heads 
Morris Agcy. Cafes 
And Theatre Booking 


Nat Kalcheim, currently directing 
theatre bookings at the William Mor- 
ris Agency, will alsc supervise the 
nitery department as result of Paul 








Small’s leaving last week. Small 
had headed the cafe bookings. Irv- 
ing Lazar, formerly booking for 


both cafes and bands, will work in 
the former exclusively, with Dick 
Henry, previously private-party 
booker, and Harold Dobrow, Small’s 
assistant, also in the nitery depart- 
ment. 
Willard 


Alexander, head of the 


band department, will handle act 
bookings on a more extensive scale 
than hitherto. Band, theatre and 
cafe departments of the Morris 
agency are to be coordinated. 

Small is en route to the Coast for 
a short vacation, then returning to 


set up his own office. 


| Mpls. Vaude Exit 
} 
Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Weekend vaudeville, tried for the 
| first time at a local suburban, house, 
| didn’t last long at the de luxé Hop- 
|kins, independent spot. After six 
'weeks it has been dropped for 
straight films, 

Policy failed to click, even though 
major films were used. 


Downey IIl 
Boston, Dec. 2. 
Morion Downey, scheduled to open 
Club Mayfair here last Wednesday 
(26), wired from Mexico City that he 
was ill in hospital. 
Downey expects to open tomorrow 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





(3). 
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Night of Stars’ Grosses SRO 956 
In N.Y.: ‘LaGuardia Hepcats’ Top Bill 





Ninth annual ‘Night of Stars’ at 
Madison Square Garden, New York, 
last Wednesday (26) grossed around 
$95,000 for the United Palestine Ap- | 
peal and gave an SRO audience a | 
terrific, star-studded variety show. 

Topper was ‘Butch LaGuardia and 
his Hepcats,” a jive outfit of strictly 
name musicians whose yearly salary 
aggregate is probably well over 
$2,000,000—not, of course, counting 
Mayor Fiorello’s wages. Once before 
a band like it was assembled, at a 
Friars Frolic a number of years ago, 
but that was before bandleaders 
were in the millionaire bracket and 
before New York had a mayor who) 
could swing a stick as well as an 
election. 

On the clarinets, the little posy 
from City Hall had Benny Goodman, | 
Woody Herman and Sammy Kaye; | 
trumpets, Harry James and Vaughn 
Monroe; violins, Xavier Cugat and 
Guy Lombardo; sax, Shep Fields; | 
trombone, Glenn Miller; bass, John | 
Kirby; piano, Eddy Duchin. The 
drummer was an unknown. 

‘Butch’ Gets Roars 


‘Butch’ LaGuardia was more con- 
cert than jive leading the name lead- 
ers from the pit podium— his 
flourishes with the stick getting roars 
from the crowd—but that didn’t im- 
pede the boys in their delivery of 
*‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” That 
was their only number, and La- 
Guardia started to scram. Goodman 
then exhibited the most showmanly, 
unrehearsed touch of the night. With 
the bandleaders left hanging fire on 
the platform, and LaGuardia exiting 
without music, Goodman stepped 
forward and started to play ‘For 
He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.’ The other 
bandleaders picked 

owd was keyed into giving the 

ittle Flower’ an ovation. Ed Sulli- 
van, m.c.ing the show at this point, 
followed it up with a laugh by re 
minding the mayor that he owed the 
musicians union $8.40 in dues. 

Show contained only two speeches, 
one by chairman Nathan Straus that 
was way overlong, and another by 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt that was 
a tersely eloquent plea for aid to 


it up and the| 





refugees. 
The Talent 


to heart. In the chronological order 
of their appearance, the performers 
were: 

Lucy Monroe, who opened the 
show by singing ‘The Star Spangled 
Banner’ and the Jewish national 
anthem; Harry Hershfield, the Rock- 
ettes from the Radio City Music Hall, 
Fred Waring and his Glee Club, who 
sang ‘Eli Eli’; Peter Lind Hayes, 
Mary Healy (Mrs. Hayes), Frank 
Parker, Carmen Amaya, Jane Fro- 
man, Groucho Marx and Gloria 
Stuart, who did a skit; Lana Turner, 
Martha Raye, Jerry Cooper, Harrison 
and Fisher, Desi Arnaz and Lucille 
Ball, Renee DeMarco with Ted 
Straeter as piano accompanist, Jean 
Sablon, George Coombs, Johannes 
Steele, Wythe Williams and Elmer 
Davis in a radio commentators’ stint, 
Joe E. Lewis, Mayor LaGuardia and 
the name bandleaders’ band, Mary 
Small, Mischa Auer, Phil Regan, Gae 
Foster Girls from the Roxy theatre, 
Tito Guizar, Jack Durant, Yvette, 
Ralph Edwards (‘Truth-and Conse- 
quence’), with Arthur Treacher, 
Dudley Digges and Edmund Gwenn 
taking the consequences; Diosa Cos- 
tello, Bill Robinson, Rosemary Lane, 
Benny Baker, Tommy Gleason’s 
Royal Guards, Mary Parker and 
Billy Daniel, Jack Williams, Nanette 
Fabray, Danny Kaye, George Jessel 
and Sophie Tucker, and finally, 
Barry Wood, who closed the show 
with ‘Any Bonds Today.’ , 

M.c.s were, first, Ed Sullivan, fol- 
lowed by Burgess Meredith, then 
Sullivan again, after whom came 
Frank Fay and, finally, J. C. Flippen. 


| Don Albert led the pit band most of 


the way. 

Of the $95,000 gross, over $60,000 
was realized from the ticket sale at 
$15 top, while some $35,000 came 
from the program. Scho, 





THE RUBES FOUND OUT 





Dew Valley Hillbilly Band Finds It 
Too Tough in N.¥., Return West 





Fiddle-Bow Bill and his Dew Val- 
ley Acorns last week went back to 


| Minneapolis and St. Paul, after ap- 


Before and after was a parade of | proximately a week on Broadway, 


stellar talent representing every 
phase of show business. A highly 
appreciative audience took them all 


- gest 


grt 








TO LEASE PROMINENT 


NIGHT CLUB 
LOCATION 


Formerly “Cotton Club” and 
“Gay White Way.” Splendid 
corner in Broadway’s busiest 
section; attractive rent. 


@atltl... 


WALTER J. SALMON 


11 West 42nd St. PEnnsylvania 6-5300 


| 


because New Yorkers apparently 
can’t sit still Fiddle-Bow and his 
corn band, six men in all, dressed to 
type, came to town with two truck- 
loads of props including, mechanical 


| cows, tigers and washboards to try 
| an idea whieh didn’t pan out so well 








at the 48th St. Music Hall, though 


| it went big for 24 months at the 


Midway Gardens back home. 


Band dished out hot stuff and barn 
dance music with gags, but the no- 
dancing policy didn’t jell. Boys 
would play pretty steadily for five 
hours without a repeat. 

| Paul Reed, entrepreneur at the 
48th St. Music Hall, toyed with the 
idea of installing a dance floor and 
| adding some intimate entertainment 
but finally decided to close for a few 
weeks. 


of girls, etc. 


‘All Out’ Ads on ‘Folies’ 
Censored by Det. News 


Detroit, Dee. 2. 

Michigan theatre here was adver- 
tising its current ‘Folies Bergere’ 
stage show with an ‘All Out’ caption 
line. The Detroit News advertising 
department looked at the ad after 
the first edition, noted the lovely 
chorines, the tag line and decided 
that there was plenty of reason to 
suspect double entendre- 

In the next editions the chorines 
were wearing brassieres, dubbed in 
by the newspaper artist. 


Nan Blakstone 
Asks Cafe for 
35G in Breach 





Miami, Dec. 2. 
Charging breach of cortract, Nan 
Blakstone, through her attorney, 
Walter Kehoe, instituted a suit for 


$35,000 in circuit court Wednesday 
(26) against Louis Cohen and his 
agents, alleged operators of the 
Mayfair club, local nitery. Those 
named as Cohen’s agents are Charlie 
Bolero, Al Berlin and Jack Mitchell. 
Coken is now under federal indict- 
ment in Pittsburgh for using the 
mails to defraud. 

Miss Blakstone was signed last 
Sept. 15 on a 30-week contract, one 
of the longest ever recorded in this 
locality. She left two weeks ago 
after charging that the Mayfair had 
broken her contract, and is now ap- 
pearing at the Moulin Rouge, New 
Orleans. 

The singer charged that Cohen 
and his agents took part in a con- 
spiracy to embarrass and force her 
to leave the club. 
business menager, Ronald 
Gerard, says she was guaranteed top 
billing in all advertisements, and 
this was not done. Gerard claims 
other turns were billed over her. 
Gerard also claims that Cohen 
agreed to pay Miss Blakstone $22 a 
day extra over her salary when 
gambling took place at the club. 

Balance of the contract, amount- 
ing to $10,000, is asked in damages. 
Gerard also contends that he was 
forced to turn down several attrac- 
tive offers by other clubs in this 
|area while the alleged breaches of 
contract were being made by the 
Mayfair, and that Berlin, acting as 
Cohen’s representative, asked him 
to book Miss Blakstone out of town 
because the gambling ban had hurt 
business. 





Uruguayan Seeks Hale 
Show for Havana Casin 





Havana, Dec. 2. 





Plans to reopen with a line| 
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Amleto Battisti, w.k. Uruguayan 
sportsman, is dickering with Chester 
Hale for his shew to go into the 
Cuban Nacional Casino which is ten- 
tatively scheduled to open Dec. 23 
with a benefit for the School for the 
Blind. Battisti, who has operated 
casinos in Paris and Deauville, and 
who leased the local casino in 1935, 


will also run the races at Oriental 
Park and has taken over the Havana 
Jockey Club. Races start Dec. 13 
and operate on a four-day schedule— 


Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and 
| Sunday—for eight months. 

Vincente B. Milian, v.p. of the Cia. 
Cubana Para el Fomento del Turis- 
mo, which is President Battisti’s op- 
erating company, says there are 400 
horses in the stables now and that 
there will be more when the season 
opens. 

Raul Lago, long prominent in Ha- 
vana’s tourist world, will manage the 
Jockey Club, 

Battisti, who has recently become 
a Cuban citizen, also has taken over 
the operation of the Sevilla Biltmore 
Hotel. This winter he will publish 
a daily paper, the New York-Havana, 
in conjunction with the English lan- 
guage Havana Post, to publicize his 
tourist projects. 





Ginger’s Cafe Dates 


Ginger Harmon opens tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Hurricane, 
N. Y.,. nitery, for two weeks. 

She'll follow that with a date at 
Earl Carroll’s Hollywood cabaret, 





opening there Xmas night. 


Her husband and | 
Aaron | 


oe 








Night Club Reviews 








HI-HAT, CHICAGO 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Benny Fields, Billy Carr, Jean 
Mona, Wally & Jean Brown, Carol 
Crane, Winnie Hoveler Dancers (6), 
Eddie Fens Orch (6), Bea Vera Orch 
(5). 





Benny Fields is back home. He has 
always been a local favorite, and to- 
day, apparently, he is more so than 
ever. 

With years of experience selling 
songs and g Fields remains a 
surefire asset amy floor or ; 
He’s doing a bang-up job for the 
Hi-Hat. His voice is still a fine piece 
of selling machinery, and he gets the 
best out of melody and lyrics. Has 
some fresh gs, occasiona too 
much on the Hebe side, but still solid 
and laugh-getting. 

In as general m.c. and factotum 
is Billy Carr, for years the core of 
Se Se SSOe OFS ee See 
nitery. 


Show is generally solid, though 
overloaded with music and dancing 
and lacking in comedy. Jean Mona 
has a striking solo dance routine. Is 
excellently costumed amd has a 
bright i personality. Carol 
Crane doesn’t do tap work, but has a 
good straight dancing style. Wally 
and Jean Brown are a dance couple 
and have some neat items in their 
repertoire. [He’s not to be confused 
— Wally Brown, the comedian.— 


Winnie Hoveler’s line is a real asset. 
Miss Hoveler works in the line her- 
self and directs the numbers. -Rou- 
times are interesting throughout and 
wardrobing high class. 

Eddie Fens’ orchestra plays excel- 
lently for the show and works well 
individually with acts when neces- 
sary. Bea Vera orchestra subs with 
the rhumba tempo. Gold. 


TROUVILLE, L.A. 





Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Billy Gray, Jerry Bergen, Mary 
Lee, Stop, Look & Listen, Allegra | 
Varron, Hal Chanslor, Jimmy Blake, 
Roberts Bros. Orch (8): $1.50 and $2 
min~mum, 








Mr. Night Club himself, Mel Wal- 
| ters, is back in the running, and that 
means the Hollywood drift will be 
toward this cozy, intimate room with 
its soft, subdued lighting and eye- 
resting decor. Place is well off the 
precincts of the gay prowlers., 

Name a successful night spot of 
happier days for the entrepreneurs 
and chances are the name of Walters 
will come up. The Versailles, Clover 
| Club, Casanova, Century and quite a 
few others prospered under his wing. 
|It was at the Casanova that Edgar 








| Bergen made his first bid for fame 
with Charlie McCarthy. The Ritz 
Bros. came out of vaude for a stand | 
jin one of his taverns when a film| 
| scout tabbed them. Many another | 
|Mame and team in films owe their 
| discovery to Mel Walters. 
It looked like an ill-fated venture 
| when the Trouville first let in the 
| light and only a few straggling cus- 
;}tomers, That went on for nights on 
end. It dawned on Walters that 
maybe it was a mistake to turn over | 
|the floor show to Willie Shore at a| 
flighty figure for this circuit. Biz) 
|got no better fast and Shore took | 
leave. Billy Gray and Jerry Bergen, | 
reunited after three years and al- 
| ways strong faves with the picture | 
| crowd, were brought in and presto, | 
|on their first night, packed the room | 
}and adjoining bar beyond its normal | 
| capacity of 175. It at once began to 


look like Walters prescribed the 
right tonic. 

Gray has been around for years 
and knows the night club mood. He's 
as fast as ever and ingratiatingly 
versatile, playing down the usual 
shady nitery routines and giving out 
generously with sheer entertainment. 
He’s a clever story teller, can hoof 
sing and knows how to snap a gag. 
He’s all over the place, and more im. 
portantly, never gets in the cus- 
tomers’ hair. Bergen’s deadpan an- 
tics register solidly and his turns as 
a football coach and violin maestro 
are gems Of pantomime, ably aided 
by Gray’s straighting. It’s smart 
teaming for this spot, where before 
they played one of the longest runs 
at this site, then the Century Club. 
They’re solid with the upper crusters 
of the spending set, and that means 
the film crowd will give the spot the 
peeve it needs to route the other 

itues to this new haunt. Bergen’s 
pantomimicry would fit snugly into 
some of the comedy films now being 
turned out. 

Supplemental floor talent is on the 
Okay side. Mary Lee gives out with 
a fast tapping routine and acrobatic 
whirls, and a trio of femmes billed 
as Stop, Look and Listen blend 
melody with jive and jitters. Allegra 
Varron, stout and mountainous, foils 
for the pint-sized Bergen and tosses 
around a few musical notes to help 
him along_in the hossplay. Jimmy 
Blake, one of those talky singers, 
presides in a small aleove above the 
bar to the accompaniment of Hal 
Chanslor’s ivory thumping. Roberts 
Bros. dish up dansable music, with 
all hands taking a whack at the vo- 
cals. Small dance floor was a shuf- 
fling mass most of the night, testi- 
mony to the band’s leg urge. 

Openings being what they are in 
this man’s town, some of the indus- 
try’s performers pitched in to help 


along the joviality. Dennis Day 
warbled a number; Bert Wheeler 
gave out with his mousy story; 


Frankie Richardson, of early filmusi- 
cal, voiced a couple of his standards, 
and Rags Ragland spun a yarn. 
There’s an aura of class to the spot, 
with the waiters decked out in white 
ties and tails. Tariff for drinks starts 
at 65c and dinners by Francoise, late 
of Victor Hugo, are well rated at 
$2.50. Helm. 





NOVIS’ VANCOUVER DATE 


Seattle, Dec. 2. 
Donald Novis, after two okay 
weeks at Mike Lyons’ Show Box, 
night club here, opened last night 
(Monday) for similar engagement at 
the Cave, Vancouver, B. C. 





El Chico, Pittsburgh, has renéwed 
Mario and his Pan - American 
orchestra until Jan. 3. Band opened 
there Sept. 27, originally for only 
four weeks. 
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likker and Slot-Machine Raids 
On AGVA, Variety Clubs in Cleve. 








Clevel®hd, Dec. 2. 

Variety Club and American Guild 
Variety Artists headquarters were 
tagged by the law for liquor and 
gambling violations Monday (1) 
when two squads of police and state 
liquor agents struck down on 50 
‘wildcat’ cafes in a sweeping pre- 
dawn drive. ; 

Cops followed out instructions of 
newly-elected Mayor Frank Lausche 
to remove every slot machine in 
town by confiscating three of them 
at the Variety Club. Slots were 
owned outright by the club and all 

rofits were said to have been used 
for charitable purposes, particularly 
jn buying ‘Iron Lungs’ for the use of 
charity hospitals. 

Charge of selling drinks after 
hours also was slapped on the the- 
atrical club, but the management 
said it would fight both the gambling 
and liquor citations on the grounds 
that it is a private club. 

Raiding gendarmes, trying to en- 
force the 2:30 closing hour which 
‘wildeatting’ spots have been break- 
ing, also shuttered the bars of the 
exclusive Artists and Writers Club, 
Nate Winezimmer’s Iroquois, the 
Orchid Sue and routed 85 patrons out 
of the nitery operated in the AGVA 
headquarters. 

4th Time AGVA Hit 

It was the fourth strike against the 
AGVA club, which has been getting 
some unfavorable publicity here as 
the result of three previous visits by 
the John Laws. Although four police 
reports have been made against its 
after-hours bar, Stanley Jabin, opera- 
tor, said it had not been cited by the 
Ohio state liquor board. 

Jabin declared that ‘This whole 
affair is a political football, stirred 
up by the newspapers and other 
parties in a deliberate attempt to dis- 
credit AGVA. The bar is open only 
to professional entertainers and 
guests. Newspaper claims that it is a 
‘steer joint’ are not only false, but 
unfair,’ says Jabin, who is an official 
of AGVA, besides owning the bar. 

Duke Rohrbacher, former presi- 
dent of the local AGVA, was ap- 
pointed executive secretary by 26 
members of the executive board. 
They also passed a bill expressing 
‘complete confidence’ in Rohrbacher 
and Jabin, chairman of the board, 
who has been managing what he de- 
scribes as the club's ‘recreation and 
bar-room.’ Tony Capri was moved 
up from first v.p. to the presidency. 

While Arthur S. Kay, former exec 
secretary, is fighting his ouster be- 
fore the union’s national executive | 
board in New York, the Cleveland 
local is taking a firm stand against 
his reinstatement. 


of 
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‘We didn’t approve of Kay’s high- | informed Lastfogel that, inasmu . . 

P ite »mhere actfogce!l ) 
pressure and strong-arm methods, | One of its members (Lastfogel) had | 
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through its counsel, I. Robert Broder, | ' 
| erative 


VY, $5,100, 2 Cities 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Veloz and Yolanda pulled neat $3,- 
500 into the 2,200-seat Lyceum here 
for two nights at $2.75 top last week. 
Dancers won critics’ praise. 

Pair’s last local appearance was 
in vaudeville at the Orpheum at 55c 
top. 








V. & Y. $1,600, Duluth 
Duluth, Dec. 2. 
Veloz and Yolanda did fair esti- 
mated $1,600 in two-day stand (24- 
25) at the Lyceum, 1,000-seater, a 
trifle disappointing. However, ball- 
room pair were little known here. 
Lyceum, owned by Ben Berger, has 
been leased for road shows by Minn. 
Amus. Co., which operated theatre 
until last summer. 


N.Y. Agent Group 
Seeks to Arbitrate 
AGVA Wrangling 


Artists Representatives Assn. of 
New York, at a meeting Monday 
night (1) at the Hotel Edison, took 
the position that its differences with 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 


ists have mounted to such an ex- 
tent that the matter should go to 








arbitration. What ARA will do if 
an arbiter should uphold its con- 


tention that AGVA has breached its 
basic agreement with the agents has 
not yet been determined. 

ARA’s meeting also took up the 
proposal of Abe Lastfogel, William 
Morris office exec now greatly con- 
cerned in the operation of USO- 
Camp Shows, Ync., that agents 
booking acts for such shows cut 
their commissions to 5%. Lastfogel 
based this on the fact that acts are 





working the army camps at cut 
salaries; hence the agents should | 
also accept less. 


ARA Contention 

While ARA contends that it would 
work a hardship on some agents to | 
reduce their commissions, to the 
point where some may even be 
driven from the business, the agents’ | 
organization has notified Lastfogel | 
that it will be left up to each to| 
determine his own course. ARA, | 


which were not only contrary to the | already announced to the trade press | 


organization's by-laws, but also hurt! that it would waive commis 


its reputation,’ declared Jabin. 





New Year’s Eve Scale 
Set By AGVA on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 2. 
Special New Year's Eve scale has 
een set up by the local American 

Guild of Variety Artists. 

Principals are to receive $15 for 
One show, with additional $7.50 for 
repeat. Teams get $30 per show, 
trios $40 and quartets $50. 

Chorus payoff will be $10 each and 
another $5 for extra shows. 
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San Francisco's Oriental 


Unusuality 


NOEL TOY 


16TH WEEK 


at 


LEON & EDDIE’S 


Sincerest Thanks and Best 
Wishes to Leon & Eddie’s 











ions On } 
engagements in the camp shows, a 
precedent had been established that 
precludes any formal action by ARA. 


Incidentally, Lastfogel last week | 
stated the Morris office would not} 
waive commissions on the army 
shows, but would ask only 5%. 
ARA’s attorney stated that the 
agents organization desires to co- 


operate in the ‘great patriotic enter- 
prise’ Lastfogel is fostering. Broder 
also stated that the ARA moved for 
representation on the board of direc- 
tors of USO-CSI. 


ARA elected a new board of gov- 


a 


ernors Monday night (1). They in- 
clude: Charles H. Allen, Herman | 
Citron, Jack Davies, Al Grossman, | 


Milton Krasny (General Amus 
Corp.), Charles Miller (Music Corp. 
of America), William Morris, Jr., 
Eddie Smith, George Wood, Charles | 
Yates, Lester Laden and Jesse Kaye 
(Fanchon & Marco). 


Ice Debut for Gal 4 
At N. Y. Biltmore 


Four-girl line going into the ice} 
show at the Bowman Room of the 
Hotel Biltmore, New York, Friday 
(5) with the Heasley Twins com- 
prises Broadway showgirls who have 
never before worked professionally 
on skates. They’re being trained by 
the Heasley Twins, who will head 
the Biltmore lineup. Girls are Jackie 
Gately, Jane Petrie, Marie DeForrest 
and Ruth Siter. They’re being called 
Four De-Icers, after gals in the 
Smiling Jack comic strip. 

Skater Hazel Franklin and} 
Maureen Holmes, singer but not a 
blade artist, comprise rest of show, 











opening with Val Olman’s band. 


| Northwest 


; at 


| stand. 


Adier- Paul Draper 
Duo in Chicago Return 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 

Next Tuesday (9) Larry Adler and 
Paul Draper will return to Chicago 
for another of their double concerts 
in the Civic Theatre. 

Initial try of this combination was 
a big click last year and follow-up 
indicates another smash from ad- 
vance sales already for this har- 
monica and tap cance duet. 


Pa. Probes Validity 
Of License Request 
For Philly Nite Club 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

The State Liquor Control Board, 
continuing its drive against ‘straw 
men’ in nitery biz, ordered Mrs. 
Elise Slavin, seeking a liquor license 
for the Swan Club, for a hearing 
before a board examiner last 
Wednesday (26). State agents sought 
to prove that she was merely the 
front for her husband, Michael F. 
Slavin, former city detective who 
recently was released from prison 
where he served three months for 
involvment in a brawl with a vice- 
squad policeman. 

Slavin, under oath, declared he 
had no interest in his wife’s business 
venture, and ‘didn’t care whether 
she got the license or not.’ He said 
he wasn’t investing any of his coin 
in the club. 

Mrs. Slavin, who purchased the 
spot for $12,000 from Albert Marcus, 
said she raised the money through a 
mortgage on her home and borrow- 
ing from banks and on her insur- 
ance policies. The board is seeking 
to show that Mrs. Slavin’s name is 
being used because her husband had 
feared his prison record would bar 
him from getting a license. The 
case was taken under advisement. 

The State’s investigation of phoney 
names on licenses is aimed at elim- 
inating racketeers or other unsavory 
characters in the nitery biz here. 
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IN SEATTLE, PORTLAND 





Seattle, Dec. 2. 

The organizing campaign of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
in the Pacific Northwest is well un- 
derway, with a membership meeting 
of the Seattle local set for 
(Tuesday). Vince Silk, national rep- 
resentative for the Pacific Coast, has 
appointed Duke Westcott as repre- 
sentative in Seattle, and Floyd Mac- 
Pherson in Portland. Vancouver, | 
B. C., activities will be handled from | 
Seattle. 

Musicians, stagehands, and 
allied unions have been very coop- 
in the campaign in both 


cities, as the establish- 


| 
| 
today | 
} 
| 
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Carroll Levis Would Like to Tour 
A Yank-Canadian Unit in England 





Zeltner Again Troupes 








Edward Zeltner, New York Daily 
Mirror’s Brooklyn columnist 
sports writer, is again taking a the- 


niters around N. Y. 
He opens his ‘Over the River’ unit 


at the Alden, Jamaica, for three 


| days beginning Friday (7), with the 


RKO Flushing to follow for one day 
(10). ‘Over the River’ is the title 


| of his column. 





Pitt Roadery 
Destroyed In 
$150,000 Fir 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 

Fire of undetermined origin com- 
pletely destroyed the New Penn, 
local night club, early Saturday 
morning (29), at a loss of nearly 
$150,000, Lou Passarello, the propri- 
etor, estimated. Big, 1,000-seat road- 
house was reduced to a charred ruin 
and several entertainers, who were 
rooming and boarding on the second 


+ 
{ 
| 
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t 
and 


atre tour in the one, two and three- | 





Carroll Levis, Canadian-born 
|radio announcer, theatrical person- 
|ality and unit producer of Great 
Britain, is in New York City at pres- 
ent, pausing en route to Vancouver, 
where he will spend Christmas with 
his mother. While in the United 


States and Canada, Levis will look 
into the possibilities of orgenizing an 
entertainment 


unit on this side to 
|tour England. There is a great 
| searcity of new faces in English 


show business just now. Otherwise 
| English show business is very good. 

| Levis appreciates that there may 
| be difficulties of an official charac- 
| ter to transporting a theatrical unit 
}across the pond. Exit permits are 
‘one of the things he will look into. 
| Meantime he thinks a mixed com- 
| pany of Yanks, Canadians and per- 
| haps a talented Mexican or two 
would be sure-fire. 

| Levis, who has been a big money 
| attraction in England in recent years, 
| has appeared on numerous Canadian 


| radio stations, including CKAC, 
Montreal. He also once worked for 
KNX, Los Angeles, and was a 


barker at the Chicago World’s Fair 
in 1934. He went to England on 
spec in 1935 and became a promoter- 
salesman-producer-performer over 
there and strictly in the pounds. 
Because he travelled the provinces 
extensively with his talent units, 
Levis was caught in half a dozen 
blitz raids. In one he was knocked 
down by a door that was flying 
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other | 


ment of AGVA offices is expected to | 


remove many difficulties heretofore 


| encountered by musicians and others 


in playing spots using variety acts. 
While most transient 
coming into Northwest are al- 
ready members of AGVA, it is ex- 


the 


‘pected that the establishment of the 
} 


offices will encourage more talent to 


| play this often-overlooked section. 





Jack Sidney’s Unit 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 
has been around 
couple of weeks re- 
vaude unit, ‘Follie 
he will break in 
the Roxian theatre in McKee 
Rocks tomorrow (3) for a one-day 
Show is being booked in this 





Jack Sid 
town for 
hearsing a new 
of 1942,’ which 


ney 
4 


la 
last 


| territory by Joe Hiller, who has al- 
ready spotted it in several out-of- 
| town Warner houses for one, two- 
| day and split-week stands. 

Some of the people set for the 


Sidney tab are Ferdinand the Bull, 
Bucky McClure, local singer who re- 
cently closed a long engagement at 
the Ciub Gloria in Columbus, O.; 
Private Dooley, ventriloquist, who | 
finished a two-week stay here at | 
Nixon Cafe short time ago, and a | 
line of girls. 





Rase Old Theatre 


Hudson, N. Y., Dec. 2 

The old Playhouse, once the larg- 
est theatre in this city and for years 
scene of all the city’s stage shows, | 
first-run pictures and vaudeville, is | 
being torn down to make way for a 
bowling emporium. 

The building was wrecked 


| 
$5 $$ $$ 
| 


in a 


performers | 


fire several years ago and has been | 


vacant since. | 
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Read What the Critics Write About Bill De Wolfe ! 


Willlam Hawkine—World-Telegr 


Billy de Wolfe returns to cinch 
ing comedian of the clubs. NO 


P 


ami 


for himself the position of relgn- 
OTHER YOUNG FUNSTER - 


OACHES HIM ... De Wolfe is an unerring stimulus to hilarity. 


Dorothy Kilgallen—Journal American: 


. » « I hope some slick producer 
bow Room entertainer, in a show 

Robert Dana—Herald Tribune: 

Billy de Wolfe came back 
a star. He is a sensational con 
new crop 

Gene Knight—Journal-American 

De Wolfe is definitely the finest 
since Danny Kaye and a 
nevitable. 

Nick Kenny—N.Y. 

Billy 


Mirror: 
de Wolfe the most promls 


Malcolm Johnson—N.Y. Sun: 


lie 
theatre, 


to the Ral 


Broadway 


once more G@emonstrates his ersatile 


will try Billy de Wolfe, the Rain- 


this winter. 


Room this week as 
most versatile of the 


nbow 


sedian, the 


club comie to come along 
Holiywood “shot” appears 


night 
or 


ing comedian in years! 
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Just Concluded 


2ND RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
RAINBOW ROOM 


ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK 


an 


RETURNING AGAIN FEB. 18TH, 1942 
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The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book- 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 
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(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Dec. 2, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





It’s a long step from Alcazar (Chicago) to the Palace (New York). 
New Yorkers don’t know much about the Alcazar. A lot of Chicagoans 
don’t either. It isn’t—it used to be. It used to be a picture show in the 
days when a two-reeler was a ‘special.’ All day the one-reelers and half- 
reelers used to grind, and during the time it took to fuss in a new film a 
thin, angular girl with big, bright eyes that never seemed to tire despite 
the 30 or 40 frolics a day, used to step out on the apron before the 
sheet and knock out a ditty. She wasn’t important enough then to have 
a stage name, so she just called herself what she honestly was—Rae 
Samuels. 

A certain reviewer stepped into the Alcazar one winter day in 1910 to 
get in out of the Madison street blizzard. He didn’t want to see anything 
in particular, and he particularly didn’t want to hear anything, for he had 
suffered a few frolickers in the converted slot machine arcades which 
had become mushroom movie temples. But he couldn't help it this time, 
for a reel just snapped off and a girl just came on as he entered—a thin, 
angular girl with big, bright eyes. She was singing ‘In the Garden of 
My Heart.’ 

This reviewer looked, then listened, then sat down. Being always a 
hound for reviewing himself rather than the shows he is sent to cover, 
he likes to make ‘discoveries’ and tell of his emotions and reactions 
rather than of other people’s. So he wrote a column or so about Rae 
Samuels and he called her ‘The Blue Streak of Ragtime’ after he had 
sat through three films and four songs, and she had sung ‘Lovin’ Rag’ as 
no other human had ever sung it, or ever will. Charles E. Bray, then 
chief of the Western Vaudeville Managers’ Association, read the column— 
probably because he had nothing else to do. And he went to the Alcazar. 

That same reviewer is still reviewing. Monday night he saw a thin, 
angular girl walk out on the Palace stage, and on the card at the side 
was the same name that had been on the card at the Alcazar, and on the 
program she was called ‘The Blue Streak of Vaudeville.’ Ragtime had 
been passed by. The Palace had it on the Alcazar in everything except 
location. Otherwise it was pretty much as it had been that night in 1910, 
even to the storm outside. 

Rae hadn’t been at the Palace in more than two years, but she got a 
whopping reception, then went out and earned it. Snappy, airy, punchy, 
she whizzed through song after song and made it hum. The reviewer 
wanted to get up and shout and take a few bows himself. Rae made a 
speech—telling New York how glad she was to be back again. ‘Back 
again! In New York! And the Alcazar closed years ago. And the re- 
viewer still reviewing. And ‘Lovin’ Rag’ and ‘In the Garden of My 
Heart’ forgotten. And the blue streak streaking, all dressed up. Hi-ho, 
that’s the way New Yorkers and New York stars are found—and made. 

- But they have to be stars to be found and made. Anybody might have 
walked into the Alcazar—but not anybody might have walked out and 
kept on waiting until. she could tell New York it was great to be back 
again, and sticking over for the second week, and at the Palace, too. 

Miss Samuels started the show off. Leo Beers, ahead of her, registered 
mildly with material that had been heard too often and business that has 
grown too familiar. Fivek and Jenny opened, sensational rollerskating 
going by the boards to an incoming audience. Hyams & McIntyre were 
third in ‘Honeysuckle,’ a telephone melodrama that had the atmosphere 
of not being new, yet being touched up with current colloquialisms. It is 
a pleasant skit, never boisterous, and goes lightly on song numbers. Leila 
Hyams, daughter of the principals, gave a refreshing sprig of youth and 
charm to it. The turn was heartily taken on sentiment. A few additional 
laughs, which will come with continued work, will not be amiss. 

Roscoe Ails, with Kate Pullman, a combination that registered out west 
after Midgie Miller left the Ails act two years ago, hit it hard closing 
the first part. The act was much too long, the introductory scene in ‘one’ 
being extended through many minutes of breezy talk that could be knitted 
up considerably, and the unexpected encore episode being strung far be- 
yond either custom or requirements. Ails carries a good jazz band and 
Charles Calvert a dancing banjoist, who scores. Miss Pullman’s specialty 
dance cleaned up on her looks and her sensational twists and splits. Ails 
topped that with his eccentric dancing. Then came a long humorous af- 
fair about kissing, with a woman plant in the box for Ars and Miss Pull- 
man jumping down and kissing the leader, which might well have been cut 
to half. The turn ran more than 40 minutes, with 25 minutes’ excellent 
vaudeville. Ails will find himself a tip-topper if he sacrifices enough 
deadwood to stay inside 30 minutes. It is a strong act as it is. 

George MacFarlane, a baritone, an artist and a stage gentleman of the 
first water, opened the second half. No stalling, no begging, no ‘show- 
manship’—just legitimate artistry, personality, plus nature’s glorious gift 
of a clutching and vibrant voice—and a huge success resulted. Mac- 
Farlane is a model of stage deportment, dignity without affectation, punch 
without strain. Vaudeville rises to him instanter, and he rises to it with 
that instinct which always unites the true artist and the average audience 
on first contact. He ‘went’ as many a milking, whining, shameless hick 
would wish to ‘go,’ and took away his self-respect as well as the esteem 
of the patrons. 

Bessie Clayton’s wonder act suffered little from the lateness of arrival 
or from the hegira of dancing it followed. The same thrilling speed and 


cunning construction which made it a sensation here a fortnight ago | 


again sent it skyrocketing to a huge send-off. 

After which Bert and Betty Wheeler, taking no chances on trick intro- 
ductions, tore on and went to it and almost made the house forget the 
rest of the show. It pyramided to a smashing comedy, singing and danc- 
ing triumph, holding in the mass for past 11 o’clock and taking enough 
glory for any act in any spot. Herbert’s Dogs were a pleasure to those 
who still had an appetite for amusement. Lait. 


Saranac Lake =~ 


By Happy Benway 





here at the Rogers, was handed his 
okay papers and told he could go 
back to work. 


Stanley Rausch back at the Hill- 








Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 2. 

The death of Thomas McVeety, 
known as ‘Old Mac’ to the actors’ 
colony inmates here, is a blow to the 
locals. Mac, who operated a down- 
town diner, always had a soft spot 
for the ailing professional actor. 

Al Brandt, who ozoned here for 
many moons, left for his New York 
home with a handful of okay papers. 

As usual, the Will Rogers dished 
out a mess of real turkey with all 
the trimmings on Thanksgiving day, 
including a lot of entertaining by 
the inmates. 

Paul Sorkin, who did the trick 





top lodge after a 10-day vacation on 
Broadway. 


Thanks to Len Grotte, manager of 
Loew’s Mayfair on Broadway, and 
his frau, Eileen, for the many good 
wishes and things sent the local 
gang. 

Johnny Grimes, from the Syra- 
cuse Post-Standard, has taken over 
management of local station WNBZ. 

Since his successful eye operation 
in Philadelphia, the Rev. Alvin B. 
Gurley has taken over the weekly 
bible classes at the Will Rogers sana- 
torium. 

Write to those who are ill, 


LACK OF NAME SHOWS 
NIXES DAYTON VAUDE 


Dayton, O., Dec. 2. 


Lack of suitable stage bookings 
|caused temporary cessation of this 
type of entertainment at the RKO 

Colonial this week for four weeks. 
| Ben Bernie was the closer. 

Irksome feature of the situation is 
that since the vaudfilm policy here 
with weekly change since August, 
the house has had but a single los- 
ing week. 


AGVA'SS INQUIRY 
ON GRIFFIN SET 
FOR NEXT WK. 


A national board meeting of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has been called for next Wednesday 
(10), and, for the first time, a full 
agenda has been set up for action by 
that body at one meeting. No. 1 on 
the list is the matter of ‘conducting 
a hearing and to consider charges, 
complaints and whisperings against 
the national executive secretary.’ 
Gerald Griffin was not mentioned by 
name. 

Griffin is being widely accused of 
his alleged part in a brawl that at- 
tended the opening a few weeks ago 
of new music publishing offices by 
bandleader Tommy Dorsey. AGVA 
has already felt several repercussions 
of that incident, including the ex- 
perience of having Willie Feinberg, 
musicians union Local 802 official, 
walk out of a meeting rather than 
‘sit in the same room with Griffin.’ 

In the opinion of a number 














of 


Griffin matter’ should be cleared up 
immediately before the whispering 


riety performers’ union. 
himself is now reconciled to the fact 
that a full airing of the ‘charges’ is 
necessary. 

It’s expected that 
participants in the 
asked to testify 
board. 


USO-Camp Shows 
Plan 11 More Units, 


witnesses and 
brawl will be 
before AGVA’s 





With six shows 
Army time, two more set to open 
tomorrow (Thursday) and two more 
next week, USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 


went ahead yesterday (Tuesday) 
with plans for 11 more units. These 
will be for smaller camps. It is 


hoped to get them on the road be- 
tween Jan. 1 and 8. 


Army entertainment, held the initial 
meeting of his advisory board yester- 
day to lay out blueprints for the 
smaller shows. Because the camps 
they'll play lack everything but the 
barest essentials for staging enter- 
tainment, only acts that can work 
under such conditions will be sent 
out. 

| CSI has broken the camps down 
into two circuits. One is labeled the 
‘65’ and includes the 65 cantonments 
and naval stations with reasonable 
facilities. The initial 11 shows will 
tour them. The second circuit, the 
‘141,’ which includes 141 camps and 
naval stations with minimum equip- 
ment, is the one on which the second 
11 shows will be sent. 

Harry Delmar, general production 
manager, started on the road Satur- 
day (29) to meet commanding gen- 
erals in all Corps Areas and smooth 
the way for the advance men. 

Booking of acts, formerly handled 
by Delmar, will be taken care of by 
George Oberland and Bert Wishnew, 
under instructions from an advisory 
committee including the nation’s 
top vaude bookers. 





Paul Zara, whose Marimba Melo- 
dies broadcast over WNAC, Boston, 
for several years, returned last week 
from eight months Army stretch at 
Savannah Air Base, Georgia, and 


i 


l his 








whereas a playwright can nearly al- 
ways get his work before an audi- 
ence, after which he is on his own. 
Comedian also touched upon the 
comparative cost of various types of 
legit shows, disclosing that he and 
co-producer Al Bloomingdale 
figure it will take their current 
Broadway musical, ‘High Kickers,’ 
about 40 weeks to pay back the orig- 
inal investment. 

In opening the question period, 
Jessel declared he was ready to an- 
swer queries about anything but sex. 
‘I refuse to talk about that until 
after 2:30 in the afternoon,’ he said. 
He also remarked at another point, 
‘As you know, I’ve had a very busy 
season.’ And then, as his hearers 
laughed, he quickly added, ‘No, I 
mean otherwise, too.’ ‘ 

‘Too Bitter About H’wood’ 


After asserting that he was ‘too 
bitter about Hollywood to talk about 
it’ and that his experiences on the 
Coast had been unhappy because he 
‘just wasn’t the kind of a guy peo- 
ple like in Hollywood,’ Jessel was 
asked the inevitable question of 
what he thinks about the New 
York drama critics. Prefacing his 
answer with the statement that his 
opinions were not based on the re- 
views of ‘High Kickers,’ the come- 
dian replied, ‘The average critic 
nowadays doesn’t seem to respect his 
job the way such men as William 
Winter did.” He explained that most 
present-day critics apparently write 
primarily to attract the attention of 
Hollywood, so they can get film- 
scripting contracts. 

Asked about the many quotations 
in ‘Kickers’ from the great poets, 
novelists, philosophers and scientists 
of the past, Jessel revealed that all 
are phoney. None of the critics re- 
alized it, he said, adding that nearly 
all the reviews took the quotations 
seriously. Then reciting one attrib- 
uted in the show to Shelley, he re- 
marked, ‘Now you know Shelley 


7 ws ‘ “ver wrote anvthi i at?’ 
AGVA officials and members, ‘the |"¢ver wrote anything like that. 


Matrimonial Envidemic 


A feminine member of the audi- 


; > ‘wracks’ ra. | 
campaign completely ‘wrecks’ the va-| ence drew a laugh at that point by 
Griffin | inquiring about the number of re- 


in | 


cent marriages among tke girls 


| ‘Kickers.’ 
‘What do they have that most girls | 


| 





For Jan; 6 Now Out 


already playing | 


don’t have?’ she wanted to know. 

‘I regret that I have no personal 
knowledge about that.’ Jessel an- 
swered amid another laugh. 

Asked whether any of the girls 
had sought his advice before get- 
ting married, he replied, ‘Yes, near- 
ly all of them use me as a sort of 
father confessor and talk their prob- 
lems over with me.” That includes 
their prospective marriages, he add- 
ed, observing, ‘That’s ironic, consid- 


ering the number of mistakes I’ve 
made.’ 

One of the students thereupon 
asked the comedian his opinion 


about the Actors’ Thrift Shop,a new 
cooperative venture in the Times 
Square area, for aiding unemployed 
actors. Jessel explained that he 


|hadn’t heard of it and when several 
j students briefly outlined the idea to 


| him, 


Abe Lastfogel, v.p. and general 
manager of the William Morris 
agency, who is in charge of the| 


remarked, ‘Well, it sounds all 
right, but I wouldn’t want to have 
+ viece of it.’ 

In answer to another question, he 
revealed that he has given an idea 
for a play to S. N. Behrman and is 
trying to persuade him to write it. 
Despite urging by his listeners, the 
comedian refused to disclose the 


| play idea, but did say it is intended 


as a vehicle for Ina Claire. In re- 
sponse to a later question about his 


Drama Instruction a la Jessel | 


Continued from page 3 








the 





'nreference for musicals or straight 
plays, he declared he would leave 
‘Kickers’ on two or three weeks’ 
notice for ‘that play I spoke of’ (the | 





after a month’s hospital sojourn for 
an internal operation, will return to | 





the air. 


one he wants Behrman to write). 
Digging Into the Files 

In preparation for Jessel’s appear- 
ance, the students had apparently 
been consulting the college library 
or old newsnaper files, for they were 
primed with a number of quoted 
statements made by the comedian 
years ago. Reminded that he said 
in 1937 that he was retiring from 
the theatre, Jessel asserted he didn’t 
remember saying such a thing, but 
In any case he kad changed his 
mind. ‘You can never predict any- 
thing in the theatre’ he explained. 

Seemingly consulting notes, an- 
other student asked the comedian 
about a statement of some years 
back to the effect the Theatre Guild 
was too arty. ‘I can’t imagine what- 
ever made me say anything like 
that,’ Jessel replied in apparent em- 
barrassment. ‘I guess Terry Helburn 
must have turned down a script of 
mine or something. Anyway, if I 
said it, I regret having done so.’ 

Questions then turned to types of 


| play wrighting and Jessel expressed 
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the opiniun that ‘cheap’ plays, such 
as those about the mean, sordid side 
of life, or ones giving a squalid pic- 
ture of family life, are no longer 
marketable. ere isn't an audience 
for them anymore, he declared, 
Asked if he was referring to Clifford 
Odets, the comedian agreed that he 
was, explaining that ‘Awake and 
Sing’ was a great play, but that it 
would not be in tune with the times 
if written today. He added that the 
fafegoing opinion didn't apply to 
‘Clash By Night,’ the forthcoming 
Odets play. ‘I understand that has 
a sex angle and will be helped by 
a powerful cast, with Tallulah Bank. 
head, Lee Cobb and Joseph Schild- 
kraut,’ he said. 

In closing his talk, Jessel took a 
sheet of paper from an inside pocket, 
‘As some of you may know, I do a 
radio program Friday nights,’ he re- 
marked. ‘I’d like to read you part of 
what I’m going to say on tonight’s 
show.’ He then read from the page 
of script. It told of his resentment 
some years ago against all eollege 
students, probably because of the 
fact that when he was 10 years old 
he was making up in a basement 
backstage dressing room and sup- 
porting his family, while they at 17 
were tossing fellow-students up in 
the air in blankets. But he has 
since revised his opinion about col- 
lege boys, he continued, and is now 
sure that the students of the present 
are the leaders of the future. ‘I 
didn’t know when I wrote this that 
there would be girls in the class,’ 
he said, when he had finished read- 
ing. ‘I'll change it before I go on 
the air tonight.’ 


Pitt Roadery Fire 
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ward- 
ine 


their 
musical 


everything, 
and 


floor, lost 
robes, equipment 
struments. 
Passarello, who lived on the prem- 
ises, his hands scorched and head 
cut, was able to save liitle except a 
large sum of money which he kept 
in his room. On Thursday night 
five men were stabbed in a brawl at 
New Penn but the proprietor 


said he didn’t think that had any- 
thing to do with the blaze. He be- 
lieved it was caused either by an 


overheated pipe or a stalled motor 
under the floor of the kitchen. 
Much Good Cheer 

The knifing melee occurred Thurs- 
day night (27) when a Thanksgiv- 
ing celebrant, wielding a penknife, 
was responsible for the five men be- 


Too 


ing hospitalized, three of them 
seriously slashed. Two of them, 
Carl Scabareti and Dominick Spas- 
bo, were the New Penn’s regular 
bartender; a third was 19-year 
old James R. Ceyrolles, parking lot 
attendant, and the other two were 
patrons, Eric De Cameron, of New 


York, and Edward McKeever, of 
Pittsburgh, who received only slight 
flesh wounds. 

Nelson Pavlick, charged with do- 
ing the knifing, was arrested along 
with a companion, Joseph Urban, al- 
though the latter was said to have 
taken no part in the melee. Accord- 
ing to the stories told police, Pav- 
lick, a former football player, was 
helping Urban celebrate the wedding 
of the latter’s sister, and at around 
1:30 am., Ceyrolles came into the 
crowded cafe to tell Pavlick that 
one of the tires on his car had gone 
flat. Pavlick and Urban followed the 


parking attendant outside, and all 
police could determine for certain 
after that was that screams were 


| heard coming from Ceyrolles, and the 





two bartenders rushed out to find 
him bleeding from a deep cut in the 
head. 

The bartenders, Spasbo Sca- 
bareti, joined the fray and they were 
in turn slashed while trying to take 
the knife away from Pavlick. Then 
the two patrons, McKeever and De- 
Cameron, came into it. When po- 
lice arrived, Pavlick had given up 
swinging the knife around and was 
sitting quietly in a chair. He sub- 
mitted meekly to arrest. 

At first he told police he had been 
‘mobbed’ for some obscure reason 
and had been forced to use the pen- 
knife in self-defense. Later, he ad- 
mitted he had taken several drinks 
and didn’t realize what he was do- 
ing. Few of the New Penn's pa- 
trons were immediately aware of the 
fracas. 


and 





Al Kavelin opened two-week en- 
gagement Monday (1) at Bill Green's 
Casino, Pittsburgh, succeeding Ray 
Heatherton, who moved on to New 
Kenmore in Albany. 








ln = AD. 


ec cei i OTN Te BD cs Ste A ttt Bice iS Bea 


i ar 





| eS Ve 


a 


2 oat Oe ont 2 eet 


ay 








such 
side 
pice 
nger 
ence 
red, 
ford 
t he 
and 
it it 
imes 
the 


ning 
has 
| by 
anks- 
Lild- 


k a 
‘ket. 
10 a 
Te. 
rt of 
sht’s 
yage 
nent 
lege 
the 
old 
nent 
sup- 
t 17 
in 
has 
col- 
now 
sent 


that 
lass,” 
eade 
» on 


ard- 
ine 


‘em- 
nead 
pta 
kept 
Light 
vl at 
etor 
any- 
be- 
r an 
otor 


urse 
‘ive 
nife, 

be- 
hem 
1em, 
pas- 
ular 
year 
+ lot 
vere 
New 
ee 
‘ight 


do- 
long 
, al- 
nave 
ord- 
Pav- 
was 
ding 
yund 
the 
that 
zone 
| the 

all 
‘tain 
vere 
i the 
find 
the 


Sca- 
were 
take 
Then 
De- 
po- 
1 up 
was 
sub- 


been 
ason 
pen- 
ad- 
‘inks 
do- 
pa- 
f the 


en- 
>en’s 
Ray 
New 











— 





Wednesday, December 3, 1941 


VARIETY 


57 





—— 





Variety Bills 





WEEK DECEMBER 5 


Numerals in connection with bills bclow indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 

















——————— 


Paramount 








a 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (3) 
Harry James Ba 
Ray Bolger P 
& Tren 
~ CHICAGO 
Chicago (5) 
jes Bergere 
Folie egal (5) 
Nichol: A Bros 
Lar 
- DETROIT 
Michigan (5) 
Erskine Haw kins Bd 
k Spots 
— MIAMI 





Olympie (4-7) 


Spencer & Foreman 
Fk & Jean Hubert 
Eton Boys 


Frank Payne 
Nelson’s Novelettes 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (5) 

J Lunceford Bd 
Bill Robinson 
Velma Middleton 
Miller Bros & ‘Lois 
SALT LAKE 
Capitol (6-7) 
Geo White Scandals 











Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (4) 
Woody Herman Ore 

Billie Rogers 
The Stapletons 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (5-8) 
Lionel Hampton Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
Tip, Tap & Tee 
(28-31) 
Ritz Bros 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lesier Oman 
$8 Arnolds 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (5) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Marty Bohn 
John Boles 
Honey Fam 
(28 


Johnny Long Ore 
Condos Bros 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (5) 
Johnny Long Ore 

3 Stooges 
Phil Regan 
Berry Bros 
(28) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Lane Bros 
Jeri Withee 
Tune Poets 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (5) 


Roxyettes 

Danny Drayson 

The Anatleks 

Dave Apollon 

Yost New Yorkers 
(28) 

Roxyettes 

The Briants 

Don Arres 

Allan Carney 








Henny Youngman Helene Gardner Co 

Sue Ryan Mogul 

NEW YORK CITY WASHINGTON 
State (4) Capitol (4) 

6 Jewels Rhythm Rockets 


Diamond Bros 
Gertrude Niessen 
Billy de Wolf 
Milt Britton Ore 


Harland Dixon 
Allen & Kent 
Shyrettos 
Thon Rice 








RKO 





BOSTON 
Boston (5) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
22 


Rollo & V 

Roy Davis 

Stuart Morgan Dance 

W Brown & Ames 

Martha Raye 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (5) 

Jan Savitt Ore 

Bon Bon 

Ruth Robbins 

3 H’wood Blondes 

Bob Evans 

Lynn, Royce & V 

(28) 

The Ink Spots 

Ella Fitzgerald Orc 

Moke & Poke 

Peg Leg Bates 


Pickert 


CINCINNATI 
Shubert (5) 
Andrews Sis 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Wesson Bros 
Rosalind Gordon 
(28) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Ambassadoret 
Billy Reyes 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (5) 
Ear! Carroll Vanities 
(28) 
Robbins Bros & M 
Gil Maison Co 
Phyllis Colt 
Bob Evass 


3 Stooges 


tes 





Toyo 
Val 

Marie 
Georgie Kay 
White & 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
_Musie Hall (4) 
en Davidson 
Hugh Forgie 
Frances Cassard 
Robert Shanley 
Hilda Eckler 
Jerry Br: andon 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 
Corps de Ballet 
irno Rapee Sy mph 
xy ( 
Lucille * ” 
Harold Barnes 
Archie Rob bins 
(Three to fill) 
Apollo 
8unse . me re - 
Doc Moran 
enry roll 
alph Coop *s 
4 Blackbirds 
Cook & Brown 
WV Lindy Hoppers 
e€wey Brown 
Adelaide Marshall 
arper Boys & Gis 
- Riviera (7) 
hoch Light Ore 
~ Rhodes 
© to fill) 
ci Windsor (5-7) 
TO Rimac Ore 
Haw Arnaz 
Ty Savoy 
Dick Gilbert _ 
@n Souci Dane 
ROOKLYN 
Vice atbush (4) 
ci wvices of '42° 
Tove me (7) 
Mari 


Eddy 
eee 
e & Manning 
2 pertalr es only) 


few 
Sutton ry! - only) 
ayne & Gilbert 
M orge Freems 
rerten Bros & F 
(One to Alp 





Sheepshead (7) 
Little Tough Guys 
Oscar Davis 
(Three to fill) 

ASTORIA 


| Diane 
| Dolores 


| 
| 


Little Tough Guys 
Lya Lys 

3 Sailors 

Vickens & Simons 
Oscar Davis 
Marjorie Olman 


Martha Raye 

Clyde Lucas Ore 
Brown & 
Condos Bros 


Little Tough Guys 
Lya Lys 
3 Sailors 
Pickens & 
Oscar Davis 
Marjorie 


3 Nonchalants 
Gus Van 

Cordon 
Vox & 
Happy. 


Tovo Co 


Georgie Kay 


Tommy Tucker Ore 


1}Owe 


Co 
Eddy 
Smith Co 


Manning 
GLEN COVE 
Cove (4-6) 


HARTFORD 
State (5-7) 


Ames 


HEMPSTEAD 
Hempstead (2-3) 


Simons 


Olman 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (4-7) 


& Sawyer 
Denning 
Tom & Jerry 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (6 only) 


Val Eddy 

Marie Smith Co 

White & Manning 
NEWARK 
Adams (5) 


Olsen & Shirley 


Eddie White 
(One to fill) 
PASSAIC 


Central (4) 
Will Osborne Ore 
Relle Baker 
Joe & J McKenna 
Marten Bros 
Johnny Mack 

PATERSON 

Majestic (9-11) 
Henry Arthur 
Nixon & Sans 
Bob Howard 





























VAUDEVILLE 


NEW YORK 


THEATRES 


BOOKING THE NATIQN’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY COL. 5-0930 

















WORCESTER 
Plymouth (1-3) 


J “Lunceford Ore 

Bill Robinson U 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (9-11) 

Ben Bernie Orc 

Lane Bros 

B Atcher & B Eyes 

Jeri Withee 

Bailey Sis 





Stylists 
(One to fill) 
(5-8) 
|So American Nites 


Donald Saxon 
(5-8) 
Gls 


Sweater Rev 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Dorothy Allen 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagatelle 
Mafcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 
Dick Witson Orc 
Beachcomber 
Walter Long 
Shadrach Co 
Sonny Tufts 
Bee Kalmus 
Toy & Wing 
Pupy, Michael, 
Machito Ore 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
& Parker 
Denise 
Anderson 
Freshman Five 
Rita Renaud 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Williams 
June Carroll 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Svivio Ore 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Ba 
Ethel Gilbert 


3 


B 


n 


tes 





Steinway (7) 
Grant Fam 
Sully & Thomas 
* Byrne Sis 

AKRON 

| Palace (9-11) 
Sweater Gls Rev 
| (5-8) 
|} Ben Bernie Ore 
Lane Bros | 
B tcher & B Eves 
i Jeri Withee 
Bailey Sis 


Donald Saxon 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (4) 
Jerry Cooper 
Anthony 
Maysy & Brach 
Chris Cross 
Milt Herth 3 
State (7-10) 
Eno Tr 
Viola Layne 
Sandor Glanez Co 
(One to fill) 
(4-6) 
2 Queens & Jack 
Henry Arthur 
Nixon & Sans 
Princess Yvonne 
CAMDEN 
Towers (5-7) 
Bud & Elinore Coll 
Glenn & Jenkins 
JLane & Lovebirds 
Lewis & Ames 
Bell Tr 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (4-7) 
Sutton & Lee 
Paul LePaul 
George Freems 
Payne & Gilbert 
The Marinos 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (4-6) 
Del Casino Ore 
Diosa Costello 
6 Grays 
H’wood Canines 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (5 only) 





Allen & H | 


| Ruth 


Don Richards 
Charles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Landi 
Butler's New Room 
Steve Murray Rev 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Cafe Madison 
Sonny Kendis Orc 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 

Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Connie Berry 
Helen Humes 
Ammons & Johnson 

Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pieskow Ore 

Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 





Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 


Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 
Billy Hayward 
Cliff Allen 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Ira Ore 
Clichy 
j}Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 

Kay Biaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jorda 


Spector 





Club Gaucho 
Jose & Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosa] 
Nedra Made 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carr 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 

Club Maxim 
Don Miguel 
Marion Shaw 
Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 

Club Samoa 
Ching 
Elmer Snowden Or 
Los Cham s Ore 


ra 


1en 


Copacabana 
Gonzalez 

& Barrat 
Alvares 


Enya 
Loper 
Fernando 
Estelita 
Los Segovias 
Charles Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 

Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 

Coq Rouge 
Laura Deane Dutton 
James Copp, Ill 
Maggi McNellis 
Tony Kraber 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Cue Club 

Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Dorothy Lewis 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 

ne Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 





| Diaz 


Belen Ortega 
Carmen Montoya 
Filipe De Flores 
Julio & Kiki 
Anita Rabal 
Chiqguitico & E 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 8 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambrssader 
(Trianon Room) 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Claire & Arena 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
George Shelley 
Vivian Blaine 
Carole Sherod 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 


(Bowman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 


Holmes 
Olman Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
‘Brooklyn) 
Ta\ 


Maureen 
Val 


Virginia 
Nye Mayhew 


Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) | 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
Billingtons 
Keith Clark 
Marylin Duke 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 





Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Orc | 
Hotel 5th 
& Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ore 


|} Lou 


Ave 


tay Kinney 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 

Leilani laea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 


Hotel MeAlpin | 
Johnny Messner Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 


Benny 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 

Bb & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 


Ice Ba 


Goodman O 


Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) | 
} 





Margo & Mann 

Mid 

Hotei Park Central | 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


night Gypsies 


Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert taymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glen Miller Orc 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bertallerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Bonzoni Orc 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Ariel Perry 
Monica Moore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Kitty Carlisle 








Jack Cole 


Di 


| Eddie 


Nina Olivette 
Allen Murray 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B'’way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini 8 

Kelly’s Stable 
Betty Behr 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
Ramon & Jo Ann 
Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 3 

La Conga 

Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
Vonna Co 
Peter Birch 
Carlos & Carita 
f Congaettes 
Wally Wanger Gls 

La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 


Imogene Coca 
Carlos Ramirez 
Gatanos 


Merrie Vee Johnson 
Cy Walter Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Duci de Kerekjarto 
Julian Fuhs 
Sula Lester 
Leon & Eddie’s 


Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Marcella Hendricks 
Davis 
Noel Toy 
Golden Pair 
Sahji Co 
Len Manning 
lial & Hone 
Norma Kriege 
Steven Phillips 
Kirk Wood 

Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 
Gaston's Monte Carlo 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye 
6 Can-Ca 
Gaston 


Bee 


Wha 


n Gls 


Rouge 
arde!] Ore 
Georges Danilo 
Marianne Baxter 
Jud ly never’ 

I etta ine 


"19th Hole 
Rita Renaud 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Biair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 

Old Roumanian 
Freddie Bernard 
Sasha Leonoff 
Jerry Withee 
Nila Ramos 
Joe La Port Ore 
Andy D’Aquila 

Place Elegante 
Cliff Conrad 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 

Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dorothy Tanner 
Jack Wallace Orc 
Babe Slater 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
Boyd & Smith 
White Sis 

Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Moulin 
Rich 


Joe 


Club 


Biltmore Bowl 


Bob Shea 

The Duffins 

The Velascos 

Frank Paris 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
Cafe Society 

Billie Holiday 

Clayton 3 

Bob Laine’s Ore 
Casa Manana 

Elmo Tanner 

Perry Como 

Ted Weems Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

The White Guards 

F D'Amore & Anita 

Snooky Lanson 

Ray Noble Orc 
Earl Carroll 

Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 

Helen O'Hara 

Michel Ortiz Bd 

Alec Morison 

Madelyn Meridith 

Barney Grant 





St Clair & Day 
Dorothy Ford 

The Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
Ina Hayward 

Bill Brady 


| Manny Strand Ore 


| 


| 


Florentine Garden 


|NTG 


Dolly Michell 
tobinson 

Buddy Weed 
Mike Pingatore 


| Chiquita 


Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Burnett 
Marguerita 


Les 


Padula 


| Lorraine Elliott 


Lester 
Stanley Ore 


Jerry 
Red 


| Grace Hayes Lodge 


| Mile 





Marshall 
O’Brien 
Reilly & Cherito 
Grace Hayes 
Doodles Weaver 


Vivian 
Jimmy 
B 


Lolita 

Mavis Mims 

Dave Forrester Orc 
Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 
Stan Kenton Ore 
Paris Inn 


Kenny Henrvson 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Mary Craig 
Bouncing McGees 
Joe Molle 
Helen Golden 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 
Johnny Holmes 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboagie 
Lois Galloway 
Marie Bryant 
Paul White 
6 Sepian Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Harry Owens Ore 


Yascha Borowski 
Josephine Houston 
Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Jerry Kruger 
Marian Manners 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Polsky 
Joe Oakie 
Bettye Martin 
Joe Plumer Orc 
Swannee Inn 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Meade Lux Lewis 





ATLANTIC CITY 


Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee’s Ore 
Club Nomad 

Tiny Kaye 

Helene Franciz 

How'd Montgomery 

Borie 

Manny Davis Ore 
President Hotel 
(Round the World 

Room) 


Pedro Albani Ore 

Paddock Int’l 
Zorita 
Marie 
Vicki 
Pad 
Penn 

(Palm 


Kibbey 
Cooper 
dockeers 


Orc 


Room) 





Atlantic Hotel | 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 


Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Carl Smith Ore 
Barone 
J & J Walton 
Rae Marsh 
Vera Allen 


Edith Rogers Dahl 
Phil Kaye 
Don Orlando Ore 
Skeets Minton 8 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Harvey Crawford 
Maurice & Maryea 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 





Les Brown Orc 
Betty Bonny 
Cappy Bara Ens 
Shirley Gay 
Ralph Young 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
Ralph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Kay Foster 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 


Dave Pritchard Orc} Art Testa Ore 


Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Brown Derby 
Kay Carroll 


Scheherazade Cafe |p Henderson Orc 


| | ‘ | | 
El Chico | Hotel Roosevelt Rainbow Room Stork Cleb | Thelma_ White j Hi Hat 
Don Alberto Ore Guy Lombardo Ore | Matty Malneck Orc berg 3 He re oe Peete By ans Billy Carr 
> Si enny ardne | Velero Sis are : ri e e 
Padilla ~ Kenny Gardner Vel Si Frat ws alk - - | Re _ Will B nny Fields 
| RP yeee 2 wy an ul *llo ire t illo 
Teresita Osta Hotel Sheraton Russell Swan Village Barn at B Ty F — " oe Crane 
Victoria Barcelo (Murray Room) | uth Page Stake Selenh Pheite ‘ . alter & J Brows 
c Betya Milskaya Anthony Prini Or Milton & Ann | M 
Antonio de Cordova! pythlowe | F Jose & Mona i Ted Smith “— one 
 Beraere lSeir Lee Ruban Bleu P & F Cunningham | Duke Yellman Ore | Eddy Fens yal 
> . Tow ~ 1 it 
Chauncey Grey Ore, Hotel Savoy-Plaza Arvand eerense Sa “ aate | Capitol Lounge Winnie Hoveler Gle 
Chi ; -_ - er: els 7 Ce ‘ . 
rng bingy Hildegarde | Mabel Mercer Wivel | King Cole 3 Ivanhoe 
\Charles Inwala Bob Grant Ore | Carrie Finnel Connie Joyce Louis Jordan Ore Florence Schubert 
. Sesetiems Aeon Hotel St. Moritz Herman Chittison Baron & Rernay Chez Paree i+ Trace Ore 
| Bain oh lid 5 (Cafe de la Paix) | ® Vyer-Bennet Max Ah. oo tie | fou Breeze Ore | Vie ra Hawai 
iz: i oliday i c ma ‘ ) -ergere ' be , le 
| Three Riffs 7 Garron & Bennett Rene wenragy Panchito Ore i g Helen ae 
| Babe Hussin Ore fe Barcinska cee a ro Jane P path Ro. oa . ~ —— 1’ Aigion 
* ; erney 2 Os Swe Fatricia H : * | Spirus S oe Or 
51 Club L & E Roberts Areadi Stoyanovsky Fr orhpee BE: pee } aR i ,_Martines be “aa a in - ba 
. " ;Carolyn Biddle Ford Harrison Ore | Adia Kuznetzoff Miwvard raves }6 Willys ly meg tay eausell 
x HILADELPHIA Marion Joyce Hotel St. Kegis | Nastia Poliakova The Barres Loi: : Harper -- os y re imming 
vel n-ne (5) Iris Kary] (iridium Room) M arusia Sav a Six-Ver-Si Axe Bobby pomee Ore = : 1 - we 
Joh r oods ; vy = aa se totes Sik } vans Gls so be Mar 
Aree & — aon aa Bates Hal Saunders Ore | Mischa V: o wd oO | Village Barn | 
Del Rios wittee Sovak Gus Marte) Ore Cornelia Cedolban Pat McLane | (Club Alabam = | New Yorker 
Philharmonicas doen engg oat Harriet Haddon Spivy’s Roof Robinson & Martin Larry Vincent Dolly Kay 
Fay’s (5) Grooverneers Luc lle LaMarr Tana Mat ion Moore : Bernie Adler h 
Jean Mode Rohby Bernard Norah Gale Petty Bryant Tex Fletcher } Mary Earle | Marjorie Lane 
Evans & Maver Dick I ain th ° Berniece Stewart | Eddie Mayhoffe Village Vanguard Paulette LaPierre |Natalie & Howard 
Gaudsmith Bros “ ee ae Bob Duffy | Barbara LaMarr Leadbelly Nero Harriet Norris | Darlene Ottum 
Isabe! Brown Greenwich Village | Bob Tobin | Haywood & Allen Josh Whit Charlotte van Dae tae gtnin 
-ITMAN , hears (La Maisonette) $s abla beng et Dei Betes | Stariets ‘ 
B’way (6 only) Carol Chapelle rhe ‘ “ a —_ 4 1 Hobinso Marion Moo Arne Barnett Ore 
Eno Tr Dianita Rivera egg ug Or | Allan Coe Al Milton Ore 
Viola Layne Vera Nova Yasha Nazarenko LOS ANGELES oot Une ‘ Ore (Picadiiy Circle) 
Sandor Glanez Co Gertrude Bond | Eddie Roth Ore Billy Meyers 
(One to fill) Judy Rudy Hotel Taft Band Box Peter Lind Hayes 0| Colosimos j aren M wrvin 
PROVIDENCE Geraldine Gale Vincent Lopez Orc Rete ‘entie Neville Fleeson Latkh-Yocum Ico B Rocky Elsworth 
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Bardo Ali Ore Havana-Madrid Don Richards Nita Claire Gordon Bishop -(Camillia House) Gene Kerwin Ore 
Bob Parrish Carla & Fernando Mildred Bailey Dick Winslow Ore ‘It’ Cafe Ramon Ramos Ore | J2res Sis 


(Panther Room) 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Carlton Emmy 
Walter Donoghue 


Adrienne 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


Richard Himber Ore|N Brooks Style Rey 
Margery Lea Carl Marx 
Mata & Hari 
pa = Ma Rhumba Casino 
Dorben Gls Sylvia Froos 
885 Club Willie Howard 

Carroll & Gorman |Carol King 

Gil Galvant 


June Carson 

Julio Garcia Ore 
Roberta & Sarita 
Johnny Honnert 


Pan-Am Dane 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 
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Rathskellar Honey Bee Kellar 
Louis & Ore Wally Vernon 
5100 Club Marion Miller 
Fivelyn Taylor 
Danny Thomas Betty Shayne 


June Carson Maxine DeShon 


Bob O Lin Gls Alyce Cerf 

Mark Fisher Ore Betty MacDonald 
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ott : ee 0° Gle 
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Nettie auncer Dolly Sterling 
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Betty Grey 
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| Don a Darnell 
Sol Lake Ore 
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Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Avis Kent 
Del Courtney Ore 


DETROIT 


Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 
Jack London 

Palm Beach 


Mann 








Harlem Rev 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 

(Book Casino) 

Reichman 

Jane Fulton 

DeAngelo & Porter 
(Motor Bar) 


loe 


bros 


Joe Vera Betty Scott 
. Billy Meagher 

Lapel Don Pablo Ore 
To Mart ‘ 
hye Renee’ ag Huck’s Redford Ins 
Donattella Bros & C|™Mac McGraw Ore 
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Midgie Fellows Landre & Verna 
Don-Arden ‘Dane Ruth Deye 
Chas Carlisle Dorraine & Ellis 
Benny Resh Ore Taft-Kretlow Gls 


| Dick 
Don 


Worthington 
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Casanova 
Hoffman 


Sis 


Chattell & Hannon Statler Hotel 
Duke Kendall Marquita Flores 
Geo Lovett Co Pancho 

Jane Ashley ris 


iavo 


Lee Walters Ore Pat Gilmore 








Tin Pan Alley Club Congo Enric Madriguera O 
Harry Carroll Orlando Robertson Saks 
Jimmy Morgan St Claire & LeRoy Cliff Winehill 
Billy Green i 2 Beachcombers Kay Vernon 
Ray Sherrul Ore Gert Saunders Bernie & Jovann 
Jimmy O’Brien 6 Congoettes The Ken mys 
Pauline Carroll Teddy Blackmon Pearl Magley Dane 
Rot oe King Perry Orc leonard Seel Ore 
BoD rosby (re 

Trouville Corktown Tavern San Diego 
Jerry Bergen Don Harris Gene Emerald 
Billy Gray Hiarl Parchman Glenn Dale 
‘Stop, Look & Listen’ } = irt & Allison The Bordens 
Rob's B Royallaires xe0 Bell Dotty Sloan 

+) hita Ville Cliff Arvin 
"hil Skillman Ore’ | 4} Alexander Ore 
is Grand Terrace Stevadora 
Al Francis Ore yon Harri Everett & Conway 
Sue Mitchell F Davis & Del mar Bill Harris 
Ritz Carlton Hotel | Har! Parchman Roland & Rite 
I 
(Merry Go Round Mi ~ dred Perlee Irene Burke 
Room) | Hilge Ray'd & co | Tiny Gorman 
. Gregory, ays oS i veck “P 
Eddy Morgan Ore - le Carlyle Orc | Ja Kk I hom is — 
Traymore Hotel Stund’s The Tropics 
William Madden O | val § : Bill Ower (3) 
(Sun erenaders “ “ Oo 
Village Garden | ; s Bob & Gri Conrad 
(Black Horse Pike) London Chop House! be! Parke: 
| Bar ‘ , Vincent Bragale Ore 
I on Gibson >a ireen 
Mildred Laverne | Rub Ore Vernes 
| Madeline Hart ,<-o7 HarieaU | Bil! Frazer 
Hap Brander Ore Club Mayfair Renee Melva 
is . Will Wright 
; {i oy 
Gables’ Inn bw — Chuck Stevens Ore 
(Black Horse Pike) | yjervin Jensen Whittier Hotel 
I Nan be Mar Dorothy Gerron (Gold Cub Room) 
anle Rich |Phil Olsen Ore Herman Fine 
' Joan Clark Nebiolo’s Ww onder Bar 
Fay & Andre F ut ash 
Johnny Policy Man uel Lopez Ore 
Laskey Sis Sammy Dibert Ore 
Blackhawk Clem Hawkins 509 Club 
Leonard Seei Ore Dale Rhodes 


Di Glovanni 

Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


Northwood Inn 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
loon Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 





Renee & Root 
Wesley Whitehouse 


d & ine Del M 4 

Pret "5 Renee a Nancy Hunt 

Lee Noble Frankie Masters 

da lile Talia 

Balil lhe P 

Alan Fielding Ore |Marauita & Panche 


Benny the Bum’s 
Lila Lynn 
Marquita 

Cadillac Tavers 


Sacassas & Ore 
3 Aces 


Ben Franklia 


Los Gitanos 








Dell Norella Little Joe 

Phyliis Myles Tiny Lee 

Swing Masters (4) Eddie Black 
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Theatre Guild Plays Up Out-of-Town 


Reviews on ‘Harvest’ After N.Y. Nix 





When the critics gave so-so cover- 
age to ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ which 
opened at the Guild theatre last 
week, the Theatre Guild entirely 
ignored ’em and ran extra space ads 
with quotes from a flock of out of 
town notices. Guild’s stunt of using 
outside notices instead of those from 
N. Y. dailies was a radical idea. 

On the indicated theory that New 
York critics are not the last word in 
rating a play, Lawrence Langner, 
one of the Guild’s most active direc- 
tors, has been considering the ex- 
ploitation of the out-of-town drama 
observors. He intended going to ex- 
tra space in that fashion for an un- 
disputed hit and, based on the strong 
grosses drawn by ‘Harvest,’ the show 
was regarded as having likely suc- 
cess on Broadway. 

‘Harvest?’ opened last Wednesday 


(26) in N. Y. and on Friday ads 1n | 


the Times and _  Herald-Tribune, 
measuring 14 inches triple column, 


of quotes from the notices of 21 out- 


gave the ‘national verdict’ by Touts 


of-town papers, three others being 


claimed but shut out because of; atres, now sees actors in the lower 
There were notices in 34) payroll bracket not only protected 
papers in all and a small minority) on the previously-existing nick on 
were lukewarm in praising “Har-| exchange, but actually receiving a 


space. 


vest,’ but few were as skeptical as 
the N. Y. reviewers. 

Good business out of town of ‘Papa 
Is All,’ another Guild show, is evi- 
dently keeping it on the road until 
Christmas week. Show was orig- 
inally dated for Broadway, Dec. 11. 
Guild’s revival of ‘The Rivals,’ also 
a strong road draw, will also tarry 
before coming to Broadway. It was 
to have been on the holiday premiere 


card. Instead it will play Mil- 
waukee, opening there Christmas| 
night, with St. Louis, Indianapolis 


and Buffalo to follow. Broadway 





Carlton Miles in Hosp. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 


editor and now ahead of Lunt and 
Fontanne, scheduled for the Lyceum 


early in order to enter Northwestern 
hospital for an operation. 
Operation will be on his leg. 


NEW CANADIAN 
WAGE DEAL 
IN EFFECT 


Toronto, Dec. 2. 
New Equity agreement with Ca- 
nadian theatre-managers, coupled 
with negotiations between the latter 
and the League of New York The- 











bonus when they play Canada. First 
roadshow unit in the Dominion to 
come under the new regulations was 
the Coast company of ‘Claudia’ at 
the Royal Alexandra for the week of 
November 24. Any actor now earn- 





Carlton Miles, former local drama | 1, j)u% 





Plays on Broadway 











SONS O’ FUN 


Revue in two parts presented at the Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y., Dec. 1, ‘41, by Shuberts 
and Harry Kaufman; skits by Olsen and 
Johnson and Hal Block; songs by Jack Yellen 
and Sam E. Fain; dances staged by Robert 
Alton: costumes and settings by Raoul Pene 


DuBois; staging and lighting by Edward 
Duryea Dowling; $4.40 top 
Cast: Ole Olsen, Chic Johnson starred; 
Carmen Miranda, Ella Louvan, Frank 
Rosario and Antonio, Pitchmen, 
| Joe Besser, featured; also Lionel Kaye, 
Walton and O'Rourke, HKiltmorettes, Hen 
Beri, Margot Brander, Milton Charleston, 


| 





ing $100 a week gets a bonus of $5, 
whereas, previously the loss to the 
player was $4.46. Canadian man- 
agers demurred at the new regula- 


| 





| tions, pointing out that, 
of a musical show, the payment of 
| the $5 bonus to a possible sixty play- 
ers jumps the cost to the house an 


opening is tentatively set for week | 2dditional $300, an important amount 


of Jan. 12. 





Equity Revokes License 


Of Chamberlain Brown 


Chamberlain Brown, once known 





as the ‘boy agen?’ but who has been | 


in legit circles on Broadway for 
Equity franchise to do casting. Plans 
to rehabilitate the Brown agency 
have been made, however, and an 
attorney who 
end of the office, 


ness in 


equally active. 


sain 
Brown got into difficulties dur- | 
and 


ing the summer stock season 


is pleading his case! 11% 
with Equity may supervise the busi-| 
which | 
-Lyman Brown, a brother, has been | 


However, the new has 
been signed. 


Regarding the payment of salaries 


agreement 


in the case | 4nce. 


| 


ja 
in present-day close-margin profits. | 


in Canada, entire system has now | 
changed. Previously Canadian legit | 


managers had the right to pay off 
| in ‘coin of the realm,’ which was 
where that $4.46 discount on $100 
will now be paid 


jall salaries 


} less 


| either Canadian money at the then 
|current rate of exchange (now at 


ican funds. In the $250-$500 bracket 
the Canadian manager pays 50% of 
the foreign exchange differential. 
|Over the $500 stipend the actor 
bears the entire discount. 

This is not as serious as it might 


premium), or in actuai Amer- | 


at the end of the month, arrived here! Moran and Wiser, Valentinoff, James Little, 


Stanley Ross, Ivan Kirov, Richard Craig, 
Martha Rawlins, Kitty Murray, Vilma 
Josey, Cartner and Bowie, Statler Twins, 
Mullen Twins, Crystal Twins, Blackburn 
lwins, Don Tompkins, Don Gautier, John 
Keno, Katharine Johnson, Eddie Davis, 
Emily Jewell, Magma and Sprenger. 





‘Sons o’ Fun’ is a double ‘Hellz- 
appoppin,’ the original of which Ol- 
sen and Johnson thrust on Broad- 
way more than three years ago and, 
much to their surprise, clicked. New 
revue is so superior in production 
that it is rather a super ‘Helzz,’ be- 
sides which the comics have sur- 
rounded themselves with more tal- 
ent, and those factors shouid ensure 
its success. 

Pattern of ‘Hellz’ is followed, and 
there seems more of everything, from 
pistol shots, bombs to audience bits. 
In fact, there’s so much of the latter 
that even the wiseguys at the pre- 
miere were not sure who were 
stooges and who werén’t. In addi- 
tion to classy performers, there are 
some oldtimers in the lineup, and 
some material is distinctly corny, 
especially in the first part. After in- 
termission comes the best portion. 


Some of the audience stunts pre- 
ceded the show’s start, and early 
comers were escorted to the stage or 
‘fun house,’ compressed air upped 
the girls’ skirts, especially those of 
stooges who knew where the vents 
are. Some stand-ins climbed a high 
ladder to a box. Another stooge 


| roosted on a lookout seat atop a pole 


at the side of the proscenium and 
staved there most of the perform- 
A baldhead 


ey 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





‘Spirit’ himself over there. 


the outfit. 


signed for sick and death benefits. 


ager now and then. 


tributed funeral expenses 





bowled a ball} 


Leonora Corbett, the British actress who plays the ghost of a deceased 
wife in the play, has her dressing room at the Morosco decorated in 
akin to the costume she wears in the play. 
Miss Corbett’s dressing room is called the ‘funeral parlor’ backstage. 
has received picture offers, but has nixed them. 

Treasurers Club has revised its rules covering the process of 
For a long time boxoffice men eligible for membership could 
be excluded if three black balls were cast against them. 
those proposed will be made members if a majority okays their admission, 

Black ball system was originally adopted when it was felt that the size 
of the membership should be limited, but that view no longer exists. Last 
season, when a young assistant treasurer was turried down, there was 
considerable embarrassment all around. 
are growing sparser each season, the Tresaurers union requirements being 
such that virtually no new ticket sellers can join. 
experience cannot join the club, which is not a union but primarily de- 


Although the click of Noel Coward's ‘Blithe Spirit,’ at the Moros 
N.Y., placed John C. Wilson back in the Broadway running, 
his associates, principally Coward and the Lunts, he was so deeply dig. 
appointed when the author withdrew the picture rights from the market 
that he scooted to Florida, being due back next week. There was no actual 
bidding for the rights, but Wilson placed the figure at $250,000 plus a pere 
centage of the profits, with Coward’s share 60% of the total film coin, 
Coward is known to be at work on a war picture in London and may do 


along with 


gray, 
sche 


She 


Because of the color 


joining 


Rule now is that 


New memberstip possibilities 


Those without requisite 





Eddie Cooke, of the John Golden staff, is due out of Mayo Clinie 
Rochester, Minn., this week and after a few days in Chicago will return 
to New York. He is expected to resume as company manager of ‘Theatre’ 
at the Hudson, George Leffler having batted for Cooke during his illness. 

Captain Dixie French, general manager of the Golden attractions, hag 
been transferred back to Governor's Island and is able to visit the man- 





Steve Cochran, former Washington manager, is reconstructing the 
summer theatre he has been operating at Olney, Md., for several seasons, 
His new backer is C. Y. Stephens, wealthy icecream maker, who has 65 
stores in D. C., operates a poultry farm in Maryland and owns other 
enterprises in several southern cities. 

Cochran will open the summer stock season at Olney sometime in May, 





Mrs, Nellie Hutchinson Inza, legit actress under the name of Dorothy 
Delmore, who died penniless in the Philadelphia General Hospital Nov, 
9, was saved from Potter’s Field Sat. (29) by a group of friends, who cons 


Services were held by Rev. Robert Fraser, blind evangelist, who con- 
ducts revival services over Philly radio station®. 





across the apron and waited more | 


than an hour for the pins to drop. 
A girl stooge down front groaned 
and sure enough a stork slid along 
high wire and dropped a baby. 
Another followup of ‘Hellz’ has the 
chorus in the aisles and they had no 


|trouble getting chumps from nearby 


seats as dancing partners. They re- 
moved the men’s coats. put them on, 
and all ‘trooped onto the stage, then 
changed partners. Took quite a time 


| before the guys reclaimed their own 


came in. Under the new agreement | 
in jis | 
| United States lecal tender for ‘serv- | articles 
more than 30 years, has lost his| ices rendered in Canada.’ 


| the specific actor’s salary be $250 or | 
the management pays off in 


| 


! 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


coats. One of the volunteer hoofers 
was former governor Al Smith. 

Another stunt adapted from ‘Hellz’ 
an auction surprise party with 
and money given away. 


Should | There again it was not certain about 


stooge participation. One daffy bit 
was a contest, three girls taking off 
the undershirts of a trio of lads, win- 
ner getting $10 others also getting 
coin and presents. Katherine John- 
son is still calling for ‘Oscar,’ want- 
ing to know who's going to take 
care of the baby. First it is an in- 
fant, and by the time the kid appears 
as a good-looking dame of deb age 
there a concerted rush for her, 


is 


leven the mug on the pole coming 





when called before Equity’s council 
his permit was revoked. There was 
provision that should he pay off the 
financial obligations which he ad-| 
mitted were his fault, the cancella-| 
tion would be withdrawn. He agreed 
to pay two stock managers the 
amount of their claims, total being 
around $400, but was unable to do so 
within the 30-day time limit set by) 


sound, however, for the higher-paid 
actor, and it is a definite financial 
break for those in the $100 or so 
classification. The procedure is that 
when the company arrives in Canada 
and reports at the theatre on Sun- 
day night or Monday morning they 
estimate what will be their personal 
expenses for the week plus what ad- 
ditional expenditures they may wish 


Equity, so the permit eeeesememed to make in the way of clothing, lug- 
was automatic. ‘ riya gage, etc. such commodities being 
Agent's trouble is_ principally) 


| reputedly cheaper up here and also 
allowed into the United States duty- 
free up to $100 valuation. This esti- 
mated amount is handed over in Ca- 


blamed on his irresponsible business 
methods. He was able to weather} 
many jams through the seasons when | 
he was one of the leading legit 


: nadian money and only the re- 
casters, but with the decrease in pro- oe ere - 
1 et a 4 é .| mainder is subject to foreign ex- 
duction and the development of change discount. On the basis of 
other agencies in the field his| ©?@™5* ad : oe 


$100 a week, the actor is paid $111 
Canadian. Living expenses for hotel, 
etc., are estimated as totalling $50 


troubles started to back up on him. 
Brown was probably the most active | 
agent in summer stock, but the com- 
missions were not adequate to cover | ; 
expenses. |}a-week player with $61 which, 
Curious angle to Brown’s situation! turned back into American money, 
is that any number of players owe, represents a $5 bonus. 
him commissions. Included are well ON 
known stage names. Equity insists 
that agents follow certain rules and} 
adhere to the regular commission of | 
5%, but agrees to collect oreenie- | 
sions owed by its members. Known 
that Equity has helped a number of | 
casters by getting money owed them | Harry Kaufman was rushed to the 
by actors. But Brown has _per- Doctor’s hospital, N. Y., shortly be- 
sistently refused to make claims in| fore the premiere of ‘Sons O’ Guns 
writing, so Equity was not able to| at the Winter Garden Monday (1). 
get the money for him. Expected | It was believed that the strain of 
that the lawyer now acting for the | getting the new Olsen and Johnson 
agent will present the claims, it) Tevue routined for Broadway caused 
being figured that if Brown collects,| the attack. It is the second time 
his present troubles will be adjusted. | Kaufman has been hospitalized since 
see he was operated on for intestinal 
trouble early last spring. 
Ruth Matteson planed east Mon-; Further surgery may be necessary. 
day (1) after closing an extended run | Kaufman supervised the production 


Rush Harry Kaufman 
To Hosp After Relapse 











for the week, this leaving the $100- | 


Chief femmes in action are Carmen 
Miranda and Ella Logan. Miranda is 
the little Portuguese songstress who 
arrived on Broadway by way of Rio 
|two seasons ago and clicked in 
‘Streets of Paris.” The senorita, with 
| the bizarre but attractive headdresses 
|and geegaws around neck and arms, 
| Still effects shoes with lift soles, she 
|} is that small. Her style of warbling, 
| backgrounded by an octet of native 
musicians, has sent her to the Coast, 
into the smart night clubs and back 
on Broadway. 

Miranda is singing partly in English 
now, songs being especially written 
| with that in mind by Jack Yellen and 


Moran 





Sammy Fain. One number in English | 


is ‘Thank You North America.’ 
Brazilian songs are ‘Ella Diz 


Her 
Que 


Tem,’ ‘Arca de Noe,’ ‘Rebolabola’ and | 


‘Manuelo,’ productively a standout 

Latter has a cock fight setting. For 
contrast, a lilliputian, Helen Magna, 
;}comes on at the finale of Miranda’s | 
numbers, dolled in tiny replica of 
Miranda. 

Miss Logan leads most of the othet 
numbers and turns in an excellent 
performance. There is nothing Scotch | 
about the songstress in ‘Fun.’ She 
won the top individual hand late in | 
the show with ‘Happy in Love.’ 


| Earlier she gave with ‘It’s a New 


| Kind of Thing.’ ‘Let’s Say Goodnight 
| 


With a Dance,’ done at the close by 
Richard Craig and Emily Jewell, 


| sounded like a likely hit and looks 


like two numbers will land 
winning brackets. 

Comedy skits that stand out in- 
clude ‘A Quiet Night in the Country,’ 
which has Olsen and Johnson. in 
action along with Frank Libuse, Joe 
Besser and Miss Logan — Libuse 
figures in other skits also, giving his 
musical specialty with Margot 
Brander and Ernest D’Amato; ‘In- 
duction Center,’ which is military 
nonsence, with Besser the principal 
aid to the chief comics; ‘Hellzapoppin 


in the 





in ‘The Male Animal’ on the Coast, | of ‘Fun’ and is credited with bring- 
in the part she created on Broadway. ing ‘Hellzapoppin’ to Broadway. 





and Wiser, Don 
and James Little. 

On the dance end, Robert Alton 
has worked up several striking en- 
sembles, with four sets of twins and 
the Biltmorettes figuring. The duos 
are the Statler, Mullen, Crystal and 
Blackburn twins. There are also 
Valentinoff, a high leaping dancer, 
and Ivan Kirov, who 
stepper, too, 

Principal specialists, however, are 
Rosario and Antonio, a dance team 
from Seville. The peppery couple 
first attracted attention at the N. Y. 
Waldorf-Astoria, went into a picture 
and are making their debut on 
Broadway. The boy is a speedy foot- 
stamper, but the routines are not in 
the usual Spanish style, their dances 
being of gypsy Spain, 

Specialists include the Pitchmen, 
who imitate musical instruments by 
means of gadgets between their lips, 
called ‘sing-a-tina. They are all 
right, but some of the routine should 
be clipped; Ben Beri, a juggler who 
might drop the phony opening bit; 
Lionel Kay, who is the auctioneer 
and does his assignment well: 
Charleston, with his long-time hock- 
ing; Walton and O'Rourke, pup- 
peteers who have scored in night 
spots and repeat. 

Olsen and Johnson are all over the 
auditorium, including the boxes. If 
they were in action in ‘Hellz’ they 
seem more so in ‘Fun.’ Theirs is 
most of the screwy stuff that goes on 
often. Interpolated dance music is 
by Will Irwin. There is a long list of 
credits and mentions of several well 
known night clubs during the per- 
formance, so somebody in the outfit 
should be welcomed cuffa. 

Raoul Pene DuBois designed both 
settings and costumes, with Brooks 
executing the latter. Ibee. 


Tompkins 


nre 


the 


Guild N Y Nov 26 41 by Theatre 

Guild: written by Sophie Treadwell: Fredric 

M h Florence Eldridge starred Alan | 
Reed featured; staged by Lester Vail; set- 

tings by Watson Barratt; $3.30 top. 

Mi Matilda Martin..... ..+-Helen Carew 

Antoinette Mrartin....cce.ss Judy Parrish 

} c Senn GAs c ouawsans Fredric March 

( tta Thatcher..cecce: Florence Eldridge 

Nelson Powell....cccccceoss John Morny 

Victor « LMWOCHL. ceccccccecesl Arthur Franz 

Lg", ar Shelley Hull 

BOrthe BIAPMOR cc cceccecececes Edith King 
SOO GO TMCEDL, ccscccssccvceses -Alan Reed 

B, WOMBR, cscces TTY YT ToL Te Doro Merande 





Third act registers best and, most- 
ly because of that portion of the 
play, there’s a moderate chance it 
will make the grade. Earlier sec- 
tions are very talky and rather dull. 

Authoress sets her story in the rich 
farm lands of California, far re- 
moved from any semblance of pic- 
ture atmosphere or mines. Her gold 
is in the soil, but the people are 
mostly those who lost their enthu- 
siasm for the land. 


Only casual references are made 
to battle-torn Europe and none to 
the war industry of this country, yet 


Night in Buckeye, Arizona,’ with| there is some reality to the prob- 
most of the same comedians plus|lems of far west retrogression of 
Milton Charleston, Shorty Renna,|farmers. That probably explains 


is quite a} 








\City of St. Louis Still 
HOPE FOR A HARVEST | 





\ 
why ‘Hope For a Harvest’ seemed 
potent to out-of-town audiences, 
compared with the disappointing re. 
action of the N. Y. premiere. 

Fredric March and Florence Eld- 
ridge do much for ‘Harvest’ and that 
particularly appears to have counted 
both last spring and during the more 
recent prosperous tryouts. 

Elliott Martin, son of successful 
farmer, has soured on the land and 
is eking out a living with a gas sta- 
tion. He has abandoned peach tree 
culture at which he was expert, ex- 
plaining that there is no longer a 
price for fruit because there is over- 
production and he isn’t even per- 
mitted to cart the product to the 
market because of the teamsters 
union. That and other reasons ac- 
count for him becoming a rather 
dour middleaged man. 

Back to her ranch comes Carlotta 
Thatcher, the woman he should have 
married, the one he has longed for 
through the years. Both are widow- 
ed, but he has a daughter, Antoine 
ette, something of a problem. Lott, 
as he calls the woman from the past, 
is imbued with a desire to till her 
land, while he says it’s impossible. 
Elliott’s principal antagonism are the 
Italians and Japs who have settled 
nearby and made good as farmers, 
Joe De Lucchi, whose son Victor is 
sweet on Antoinette is anathema. 

Suddenly Eliiott recaptures the de- 
sire to form again and there is hope 
for a harvest with Lott as his wife, 
after Antoinette and Victor go off 
to wed, even though she is in 
delicate condition and the lad 
forgives her transgression with 
another youth. That is one of the 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Pursues the Showboat 


St. Louis. Dec. 2 

The City of St. Louis, in the role 
of the villain, was again foiled last 
week in its fight against Capt. John 
W. Menke’s Showboat Goldenrod 
(heroine) moored on the riverfront 
when U. S. District Judge George 
Moore refused to modify a restrain- 
ing order issued four years ago 
against the city. Last summer the 


Board of Aldermen enacted an Or- 
dinance specifically covering show- 
boats which have a seating capacity 
of more than 100 and seated cus- 
tomers above the main floor. The 
city contended this applied to the 
Goldenrod. 

Judge Moore held the ordinance 
did not apply to Capt. Menke’s enter- 
prise as evidence was presented to 
show none of the spectators was 
seated above the main deck, although 
this had been the custom before the 
passage of the bill. Captain Menke 
is owner-impresario of the floating 
theatre which presents mellers. 

The city maintains the boat is & 
fire trap and the ordinance was 
aimed to compel Capt. Menke 
make it fireproof. 
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Mors.’ League Gathers Comprehensive 
Info on Ticket Sales for N. Y. Ageys. 








Much data pertaining to tickets as 
led by New York agencies has 
been collected and is expected to be 
jntroduced during the suit of the 
brokers who are contesting the 
legality of. the state 75e premium 
jaw, case being dated to start next 
Monday (8). Understood that dur- 
ing the month of October the agen- 
cies sold 100,000 tickets and the es- 
timated total for November is 
around 115,000, increase being ac- 
counted for by the arrival of new 
hits during that month. 

The volume of agency sales 
clearly establishes the popularity of 
the leaders, or those mostly in de- 
mand by those who can afford to 

y premiums on tickets. It is no 
secret that ‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial, 
tops the list, but the ratings of other 
shows within the first 10 changed 
considerably. ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
Alvin, was said to have been run- 
per-up to ‘Let’s,’ proving that the 
newer musicals have affected the 
pace of the smash holdover but 
little. 

Among the leaders is ‘Best Foot 
Forward,’ while ‘Panama Hattie’ 
agency sales were surprisingly good 
for a show that has played more 
than one year. Long-running show, 
which is partly musical, is ‘It Hap- 
pens on Ice,’ but nearly all tickets 
are sold directly at the boxoffice. 
Newest show figured to be strongly 
demanded in the agencies is ‘Sons 
QO’ Fun,’ which bowed into the Win- 
ter Garden Monday (1). There is 
still a good call for ‘Hellzapoppin’, 
now at the Majestic. 

Musicals have not corralled the 


ticket demand as they did last 
autumn, when straight play hits 
were so late coming in. ‘Blithe 


Spirit,’ Morosco, is nearly equal in 
agency call with ‘Let’s, while ‘Junior 
Miss,’ Lyceum, is climbing rapidly. 
‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth, which was 
third in agency demand during Oc- 
tober, is among the earlier shows 
which have been supplanted in the 
standings. Arother play that eased 
off is ‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert. 
Agency figures on tickets were 

pared by the League of New 
ork Theatres at the direction of 
the court and do not include such 
standouts as ‘Life With Father,’ Em- 


+ 





pire, and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 


Fulton, managements of which are | 


not in the League. Other long run 
shows which still are favored in the 
agencies, too, are ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ Beck, and ‘My Sister Eileen, 
Biltmore. ‘Spring Again,’ 
has a fairly good call, but is not up 
to the leaders, according to the 
agencies. 


ACTORS THRIFT SHOP 
HAS BUSY PREMIERE 


Newest aid for professionals, the 
Actors Thrift Shop, 48th street near 
Seventh avenue, N. Y., opened with 
considerable promise last week. 
Store offers articles for sale, but is 
primarily designed to help actors 
make a better personal appearance. 
Its arm, known as the Actors Ward- 
robe, has a committee to designate 
those who will be given the cost 
of new clothes. 

Shop itself offers for sale articles 
and used clothing donated by pro- 
fessionals. Opening day of the sales 
amounted to $480, with the result 
that the stock was considerably de- 
pleted. A campaign has started for 
more duds, household articles and 
such which will be offered to the 
general public. One idea is to have 
bundle days’ backstage at shows, 
and managers have been asked to 
donate the wardrobe of productions 
when they have closed. Planned also 
to have auctions of articles at the 
shop, name players handling the 
bidding. 

Understood that 40% of the gross 
Sales is to be turned over to the 
committee, which will make the dis- 
bursements to those professional ap- 
Plicants in need of new clothing, in- 
cluding those unable to dress their 
Parts correctly. The committee is 
composed of Antoinette Perry, Bert 
Lytell, Eddie Cantor, Libby Holman, 
Theresa Helburn, Gertrude Law- 





rence, Selena Royale, Alexander 
Kirkland, Mildred Robin, and 
Nathan Zatkin. Miss Robin, as 


executive secretary, is in charge of 
Collecting the things donated. Open- 
Ng of the shop was financed by 
Mrs. Herbert Marks, Sally Strauss 
_ Ann Meadows, not of the thea- 


Miller, | 


j 
| 


,} musical will be on an eight-perform- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


| 
| 
| 
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‘Lambs Gambel Sat. (6) 


Lambs Club will toss its annual 
public gambol at the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y., Saturday (6) night, with 
Charles Winninger the Collie. Fea- 
ture of the affair will be e magazine, 
instead of a program. It will be 
called ‘The Gallery of Stars.’ 


Actors who wish their mugs there- 
in may do so at $250 per page. 


‘FUN’ IST SUN. 
SHOW INN. Y 
AT $4.40 


First musical show with a $4.40) 
top to play Sundays is ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ 
which will go on matinee and night 
at the Winter Garden, N.Y, Last 
season, when the Sunday movement 
swung onto Broadway, the 4.40-ers 
ducked the sabbath, along with 
straight show standouts, theory 
being that performances on that 
day indicated weakness at the box- 
office. Same idea prevailed this 
season until the new Olsen and John- 
son revue arrived in town. It was 
also figured that patronage that can 
afford $4.40 doesn't attend the thea- 
tre on that day. 


It is believed that Sundays have 
done much to keep ‘Hellzapoppin’ on 
the Broadway boards, that show hav- 
ing moved to the Majestic from the 
Winter Garden, with the ‘Hellz’ scale 
at $3.30 top, but $440 on Sat- 
urday night and holidays. Some 
opinion is that with the opening of 
‘Fun’ there are now two ‘Hellz’ on 
Broadway, the newer show rated 
being the latter in spades. Higher 
price for ‘Fun’ may have been de- 
cided on because that production 
cost real money, while that of ‘Hellz* 
came direct from the Shubert store- 
house. 

While the $440 price goes for 
‘Fun’ Sunday nights, the afternoon 
performance will be $2.75 top. New 








Shows in Rehearsal 


Pie in the Sky—Edgar Mac- 
Gregor, Lyn Logan. 

‘In Time to Come’ (‘Woodrow 
Wilson’)—Otto L. Preminger. 

‘Brooklyn, U. 8S. -.” — Bern 
Bernard, Lionel Stander. 

‘Letters to Lucerne’—Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘Lady Comes Across’—Charles 
R. Rogers, George Hale. 


HAMMOND, IND.. 
CANCELS ROAD 


Chicago, Dec. 2. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ slated to play 
Hammond (Ind.) three days last 
week, failed to show when the play 
was cancelled following protests 
from several civic organizations. 
Show was booked to play WB's Par- 
amount, but protests to the municipal 
leaders got to the theatre manage- 
ment and it was decided to call off 
the play. 

Show had played the same town 
last year to great business, which 
brought about the re-booking. 

Chicago banned the show after it 
had been running a few weeks. 
Mayor €dward Kelly happened to 
come in one night and immediately 
began proceedings to close the show. 
Much court wrangling followed, but 
the show has never come back to 
Chicago despite repeated efforts. 


New Legit Theatre Op 
Doesn't Find a Bed of 

















Roses at N.Y. Ambassador 


A strike that lasted one hour 


served to induct Irving Maidman as| 


operator of the Ambassador theatre, 
N.Y., last Thursday (27). He re- 
cenfly leased the house from the re- 
ceiver of the property and then 
started to get a load of what it is 
all about, even though he is some- 
what familiar with Broadway, having 
been associated with O’Gara, theatre 
realty specialist. 

Trouble started with a telephone 
message from the Theatrical Man- 
agers & Agents, Maidman being 
tersely told he would have to post 
a bond guaranteeing two weeks’ sal- 





ance basis, there being no midweek 
matinee, although one was played| 
today (Wed.). Goings-on at the) 
Winter Garden start half an hour} 
before the show actually begins, with | 
all sorts audience nonsense. Patrons | 
are therefore warned to ‘come pre-| 


|pared to defend yourself.” Some 
squawks about charging $8.80 for the 
premiere. Saturday night top is| 
$5.50. 

Sundays have not been used as| 


much as expected so far this season. | 
There were four legiters lighted last 
Sunday and five are carded for the! 
coming sabbath (7), so thaf the per- | 
centage of managers exercising the} 
privilege of such performances is 
smaller than last season. After New 
Year’s it is thought that more Sun- 
day performances will be played. 


| the 


ary of the house manager, Charles 
G. Stewart. Maidman said he 
couldn’t understand the requirement 
and stated he was joining the League 
of New York Theatres. No dice on 
the TMA end and suddenly the union 
had a couple of pickets in front of 
Ambassador, which houses} 
‘Cuckoos on the Hearth.’ 





A business agent of the stagehands’ 


| union appeared and the word went} 


out that this union ‘wouldn’t guar- 
antee’ that the crew would ‘pass the} 
picket line.’ Stated that the boxof- | 
fice staff had been told to walk un-| 


. ° | 
less the situation was. cleared 
promptly. Other unions were sup- 
posed to have been similarly in- | 


structed and Equity was asked to in- | 
struct the cast of ‘Cuckoos’ to sup- 
port TMA. Before interference ac- 





Equity Burns Up When CSI Cancels 
Ellen's Army Tour Due to Staging 
Problems; Substitute Play Sought 





Mpls.’ Late Start 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2. 

Legit roadshow season gets its 
latest start in local theatrical history 
Dec. 15, when ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
opens for two davs. ‘Blossom Time’ 
follows Dec. 28-29 and then Lunt & 
Fontanne return Dec. 31-Jan. 1 in 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 

Only other definite booking at this 
time is ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for 
mid-January. 








ISM LAW HOLDS 


UP EQUITY 
MEETING 


— 


Equity’s quarterly meeting was to 


have been held this month, but was | 


set back until Jan. 9 so that the anti- 
ism amendment to the constitution 
could be acted upon as promptly as 
possible. Rules stipulate that there 
be a 30-day interval between the 
date that council accepts such a pro- 
posal and its presentation to the 
membership for approval. 


Proposed amendment, which will 
bar Communists, Nazis and Fascists 
or their sympathizers from office or 


employment in Equity, was pre- 
sented to the council yesterday 
(Tuesday). It was accepted with 


minor changes from original pro- 
posals and the issue which has 
rankled within Equity so long will 
finally be settled. Adoption of the 
amendment was mandated by refer- 
endum. 


Understood that the form of the 
amendment is a broad resolution in- 
dicating all groups said to have a 
Red, Nazi or Fascist tinge, without 
specifically naming the organiza- 
tions. It is expected that the prob- 
lem still will be to identify mem- 
bers believed to have such affili- 
atiors. Council is to rule on whether 
any member so charged has the 
status of belonging to the anti-ism 
outfits, but, if so identified, the 
member shall have the right of ap- 
peal. Final disposition will be by 
arbitration. 





tually occurred, Maidman complied 
with the TMA demand. Maidman 
said that had the matter 
handled differently by the managers 
and agents’ spokesman the flare-up 
would have been avoided. New 
showman also said that he was faced 
with a number of unforeseen outlays, 
such as rewiring the canopy and 


light signs at an estimated cost of 


$5,000. 
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SPECIAL SECTION DEVOTED TO THE 


AMERICAN THEATRE 


Coast to Coast 
In 


‘ARIETY 


To Be Published Late In December 


Although aimed primarily to gain attention of showmen, experi- 
ence of many years has proved that such an issue circulates 
widely in other channels distinctly beneficial to every construc- 
The number will be a source of 
much material for out of town newspaper comment and should be 
helpful in increasing public interest generally in plays on tour. 


the theatre. 

















——e 


been | 





Equity leaders are incensed over 
the cancellation of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
| after three weeks of rehearsal, from 
|@ tour of army camps. Four plays 
| had been chosen as part of the USO- 
| Camp Shows, Inc., entertainment 
program, but only ‘Eileen’ was read- 
| ied. Equity was active in the camp 
| show movement for over a year and 
| Was assured that legiters would be 
used. 


Point was brought up that the play 
| might be censorable and in a state- 
| ment issued by Equity such an idea 
| was ridiculed. Pointed out that 
‘Eileen’ had been selected for a 
special matinee for hig! school chil- 
dren, with that performance given at 
the Biltmore, N. Y., Monday (1). 
Play has been running on Broad- 
way since last season, a road com- 
pany is operating and a third is 
being prepared. As the statement 
put it: ‘If this play has moral over- 
tones unsuitable for men in the ser- 
vice, Equity is afraid that they will 
find the country preity thoroughly 
corrupted when they .cturn to civil 
life.’ 

Assurances have been made to 

Equity by USO-CSI that another 
play will be promptly chosen and 
that ‘Eileen’s’ route is being held 
open for it. That word came from 
Lawrence Phillips, of the camp show 
outfit. Equity is still unable to 
reach Eddie Dowling, p-esident of 
USO-CSI, who promised that legit 
|shows would be used as much as 
| possible. 
‘Eileen’s’ cast, which rehearsed 
| more than three weeks, is being paid 
| rehearsal expense money, plus two 
| weeks’ salary in accordance with 
| Equity regulations. Highest salary 
| in the ‘Eileen’ cast was said to be 
| $125. 


j 
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Bluenose Interference 


Alleged ‘technical difficulties’ 
given as the reason for the abrupt 
cancellation of ‘Eileen,’ was declared 
to be a phoney alibi by authoritative 
| sources. Stated that the show was 
|ealled off because a number .- of 
clergymen wrote protests to the 
army morale department, saying in 
gist that the sight of ‘young girls’ 
(the two femme leads) d'srobing was 
unfit for men in uniform. 

Bit in question has two sisters 
donning neglige to retire for the eve- 
ning. No previous opinion anent 
| ‘Eileen’ criticized that portion of the 
performance and ruling out the 
show appears to be a case of swivel 
chair interference. Now anticipated 
that units with girl lines will come 
in for army censoring, judging from 
the surprising result of complaints 
from narrow-minded churchmen. 
| Setting for ‘Eileen’ was virtually 
_ complete and ready to be set up on 
camp stages along with requisite 





lighting equipment, all of which was 
paid for. That may not be a total 
waste of money, because it is ex- 


pected the scenery can be used for 
another play with some changes. 
But the disappointment of the actors 
who looked forward to months of 
employment is bitterly real. 





EQUITY AGENTS OBJECT 
TO $25 LICENSE FEE 


Among the matters discussed by 
casting agents with Equity recently 
was the new rule that calls for a fee 


of $25 annually, which the agents 
did not think should be imposed. 
They mentioned numerous items of 


operating cost, but Equity was not 
impressed. Latter said the fee was 
trifling in comparison with that 
which Coast picture agents must pay 
the Screen Actors Guild. 

| SAG's schedule of agent fees has a 
minimum of $50 yearly, that sum be- 
ing payable by those whose com- 
| missions do not exceed $5,000. It is 
la percentage arrangement and the 
|} maximum possible payment of an 
| agent to SAG is $2,500. In such in- 
| stances, if any, the agent will have 
earned $200,000 or more in any one 
year. 

| T. Hayes Hunter is the latest to 


obtain an agency permit from Equity. 
He has been in show business for 
around 40 years, having had an 
agency in London. He is also known 
|in Hollywood, where he formerly 
|was a director. Hunter did not 
| quibble about the new rule that calls 
for a fee of $100 for new agents. 
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Bway Already Feels Pre-Xmas Dip; 
‘Spirit, $18,500, Leads Play Group; 
‘Candle,’ $15,500, ‘Spring’ OK $12,000 


Pre-Christmas drop in attendance 
tarted last week, earlier than usual. 
usiness was especially off at the 


midweek, but picked up by Satur- 
day and few heavy decreases in 
gross were registered. Five new 


shows this week; one next week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Key: (Comedy), D (Drama), CD 
(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), M 
(Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (D-789; 
$3.30). Presented by Shepherd 
Traube; written by Patrick Hamil- 
ton; also called ‘Gaslight’ and ‘Five 
Chelsea Lane’; opens Friday (5). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace, Fulton 
(46th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Slight- 
ly affected for a few performances, 
but registered $16,000, which is not 
much under capacity. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(9th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Pop- 
ularity continues and the count of 
$24,000 means standee attendance; 
looks like a season’s run. 

‘Blithe Spirit, Morosco (4th week ) 
(CD-938; $3.30). High in agency 
demand and the vross holds to 
$18,500; that spots English comedy as 
top grosser among straight plays. 

‘Claudia,’ Both (42d week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Now figuring on en- 
gagement extending until Washing- 
ton’s birthday; somewhat off last 
week, but finished up with $16,000. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert 
(6th week) (D-1,405; $3.30). Dipped 
last week, along with most shows; 
gross around $15,500, which provided 
goodly profit. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambas- 
sador (llth week) (C-1,172; 3.30). 
Slipped somewhat, but appears to be 
bettering even break and slated to 





‘Rooms’ 11G in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Dec. 2. 


Alan Dinehart’s and Lyle Talbot's 
film reps built up ‘Separate Rooms 
to a good opening at the Hanna last 
week, but attendance began petering 
out in middle of stanza. Grabbed 
nice $11,000 in eight performances, 
with $2 top. 

‘Claudia,’ with Elaine Ellis in lead, 
is current. 


CORNELL TOSSES 
L.A. FOR $36,000 


Los Angeles. Dec. 2. 


Still top favorite with the legit 
home guard, Katharine Cornell, in 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ stowed 
them in at the Biltmore for an esti- 
mated excellent $22,500 on the week. 
This, plus a hefty $14,000 grab for 
five appearances on the previous 
week, made a grand slam of around 
$36,000 for the ll-day engagement. 

Report from San Francisco where 
star opened Monday indicated an ad- 
vance sole of $30,000 for the two 
week date. 

‘They Can’t Get You Down,’ book 
musical in its sixth semester at the 
Music Box, Hollywood, showed signs 
of receding and tapered off to ap- 











stay; $5,500 estimated. 

‘Golden Wings,’ Cort (D-1,064; 
$3.30). Presented by Robert Mil- 
ton; written by William Jay 
Guy Bolton; mixed notices out of 
town; opens Saturday (6). 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Majestic (166th 
week) (R-1,715; $3.30). Increase of 
musicals may affect long stayer, 
which has been delivering profits 
every week; $22,000 estimated; 
moved here last week from Winter 
Garden. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (4th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Slipped last 
week like most others, with matinees 
being off especially; around $19,000, 
slichtly better than even break. 

‘Hope for a Harvest,’ Guild (lst 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). Opened last 
midweek, drawing mixed notices; 
management annoyed and printed 
excerpts from out of town reviews. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (3d re- 
peat engagement) (20th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65), Dropped considerably 
from previous week, when an extra 
matinee was played; however, with a 
count of $23,000, business quite sat- 
isfactory. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (2d week) 
«C-1,004; $3.30). Holding up to 
promising start and should climb; 
Wednesday matinee somewhat light, 
but capacity by Saturday; $14,500. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (34th week) (M-1,357; $4.40). 
Off few hundred early in week, then 
climbed back to capacity and scored 
well over $28,000. 

‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (5th 
week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Something 
of a problem and high top for 
straight play may be factor in tak- 
ings dropping to $11,500. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). 


sell out all performances; $34,000. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (107th| Harry Kaufman; revue captured Bos- 


week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Varies with 
the general trend and naturally eased 
off last week, but made excellent 
profit at $14,400, quoted. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (49th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Another run 
show that reacted to downward 
trend; dipped to $10,500; that’s okay 
for this one. , 

‘Panama Hattie,” 46th St. (57th 
week) (M-1,347; $440). Will play 
into next month and should get good 
share of holiday trade; still making 
some coin; off a bit last week; $23,000. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (3d week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Several parties 
helped to around $12,000 last week; 


——- 




















Mat 


and | El Capitan, wound up six weeks to 
ca ' 


| Everett Horton 


proximately $6,500. 
‘The Male Animal,’ at Hollywood’s 


a sheepish estimated $6,000. House 
lights again Dec. 4 with Edward 
in ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ for a brief holiday interlude, 
with Paramount converting the the- 
atre into a first run film house 
around first of the year. ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Par) has been picked for 
the opener. 


‘ARSENIC’ PULLS GREAT 
$23,500 IN 5 1-NITERS 


In five eastern one-nighters the 








(5th}as ‘New Orleans’; opens Thursday (4). 
; Broadway's 
leader an exception and continues to | (R-1,519; $4.40). 


road company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ grossed around $23,500 last 
week. There was some matinee 
| weakness, as on Broadway, but night 


} 
accounted for great 


| attendance 
| grosses, 

| Takings in Prvoidence were $5,453, 
| and three performances in Spring- 
|field attracted around $7,000. Hart- 
| ford supported ‘Arsenic’ to the count 
lof over $4,900, while Bridgeport’s 
|gross was $3,452. Show ended the 
week at Princeton, where capacity 
was drawn, 





offside. 


‘Sunny River,’ $9,000, 
Nice in N. H. Break-In 


New Haven, Dec. 2. 

Break-in of ‘Sunny River’ did okay 
biz at the Shubert last weekend (27- 
29). Estimated $9,000 on four per- 
formances at $3.30 top was plenty 
nice. 
Current last half carries Gilbert 
and Sullivan rep troupe for three 
days (4-6). Following week (11-13), 
gets preem of ‘Lady Comes Across,’ 
and ‘My Sister Eileen’ is booked for 
Xmas weekend. 


‘KING’S MAID,’ $2,500, 
FOLDS IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 2. 

Both legit houses were open here 
last week, but action was on the 
‘The King’s Maid,’ by 
Ferenc Molnar, Oscar Serlin’s fol- 
lowup on ‘Life With Father,’ ran 
into a confused critical reception and 
a dearth of trade following an im- 
posing opening night attracted by 
Margo and Sam Jaffee in the cast. 
Repeat of ‘Student Prince,’ at 
Ford’s, built slightly on end of week 
but not enough to make things 
bright. 

Current at Ford's is the pre- 
Broadway effort of ‘Admiral Had a 
Wife.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Student Prince,’ Ford's, (1,900; 
$2.22). Repeat of operetta started off 
haltingly, but built on end of week 
to inch out mild $8,200. Drew some 
profit on last visit, with current 
dating rated too soon for encore. 

‘The King’s Maid,’ Maryland 
(1,500; $2.78). New effort by Oscar 
Serlin of Ferenc Molnar’s play of 
religious tolerance with Sam Jaffe 
and Margo featured, drew confused 
critical reception and no trade fol- 
lowing good opening night response. 
Drew less than $2,500. Closed here 
Sat. (29). 














‘Wings’, $7,500, Flies 
Low in Washington 


Washington, Dec. 2. 
‘Golden Wings,’ new play by Guy 
Bolton and William Jay, which has 
been around under title of ‘R.A.F..,’ 
finally opened in Wilmington (22), 
followed with week at National here 
(24-29). Got rather thorough drub- 
bing from critics and managed only 

an approximate $7,500, not-so-hot. 
Current is Shubert revival of 
‘Student Prince,’ in for two-week 

stand at pop prices, 55c. to $2.20. 





Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 3-13) 





‘Admiral Had a Wife’ — Ford’s, 
Baltimore (3-6). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim) — Community, Hershey, 
Pa. (3); Mishler, Altoona, Pa. (4); 
Embassy, Johnstown, Pa. (5): Vir- 
ginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (6); Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (8-13). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (3-13). 








while not exceptional, new comedy | 
|should be among the stayers. 

| ‘Sunny River,’ St. James (M-1,520; 
| $3.30). Presented by Max Gordon; | 
|book by Oscar Hammerstein; score | 
|by Sidmund Romberg; first done by 
| St. Louis muny opera last summer 


‘Sons O’ Fun,’ Winter Garden 
Presented by Olsen 


and Johnson with the Shuberts and 


|ton and sold out there: opened Mon- 
|day (1); favorably received. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (53d | 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Around $10,- | 
000, which is slightly under normal, | 
but better than most newer shows | 
though may tour soon. 

‘The Seventh Trumpet,’ Mansfield. 
Taken off Saturday (29) after play- 
ing 10 performances. 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (12th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Among the 
moderately successful plays of this 
season’s product; has been averaging 
$15,000 and slightly more. 

‘Theatre, Hudson (3d week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Improved somewhat, 
but better attendance expected; 
rated around $8,500; said to need 
more to show operating profit. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor.’ Forrest (2d 
week) (C-1,165; $3.30). Very little 
business; bargain tickets figured on 
helping out; estimated under $2,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(35th week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Eased 
off to around $15,000, but still very 
much in the money and should run 
through winter. 


Revival 
‘Macbeth, National (2d week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Pre-holiday dip felt 
here to some degree, but quite im- 
portant money for revival, takings 
approaching $18,000. 
Little (D-520; 


‘Twelfth Night,’ 
$2.20). First of repertory of revivals 











'OU CLAYTON 




















presented by the Checkov Theatre; 
opened Tuesday (2 





, 


‘Blossom Time’ — Grand Opera 


| House, Chicago (3-6); American, St. | 


Louis (8-13). 
‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee)—Selwyn, Chi- 


cago (3-13). 
‘Claudia’—-Hanna, Cleveland (3- 
6); Colonial, Akron, O. (8); Park, 


Youngstown, O. (9-10); Shea’s, Brad- 
ford, Pa. (11); Shea’s, Jamestown, 
N. Y. (12); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (13). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Curran, San _ Francisco 
(3-13). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — Metrcpoli- 
tan, Providence, R. I. (3); Shubert, 
New Haven (4-6); Ford’s, Baltimore 
(8-13). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Taft Aud., Cin- 
cinnati (3-6); Cass, Detroit (8-13). 

‘Lady Comes Across’ (Jessie Mait- 
hews )—Shubert, New Haven (11-13). 

‘Letters to Lucerne’—Plymouth, 
Boston (8-13). 

‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram) — Grand, Co- 
lumbus,; O. (3-6); Taft Aud., Cincin- 
nati (8-13). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern) — Norva, Norfolk, 
Va. (3); Lyric, Richmond, Va. (4-6): 
Academy of Music, Roanoke, Va. 
(8-9); State, Winston-Salem, N. C. 
(10); National, Greensboro, N. C. 
(11); Carolina, Durham, N. C. (12); 
State, Raleigh, N. C. (13). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor 
Moore, William Gaxton)-—Erlanger, 
Chicago (3-13). 

‘Mr. and Mrs, North’—Harris, 
Chicago (3-6); Davidson, Milwaukee 
(7-13). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ -—- Temple, 
Saginaw, Mich. (3); Michigan, Lans- 
ing, Mich. (4); Keith’s, Grand Rap- 

(Continued on page 63) 


‘Native Son’ $10,000, Stronger in Chi: 
‘Claudia’ $13,000, 


Still Holding Pace 





Fileen’ $16,200 in Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 2. 

Topping its first week slightly, ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ rung up approximately 
$16,200 in its second week at the 
Cass here. In the two-week stretch, 
with the top at $2.75, the comedy 
grossed slightly above $32,000. 

Cass goes dark until Dec. 7, when 
‘Hellzapoppin’ moves -* hubert- 
Lafayette reopened —— ay (30) with 
Alan Dinehart, Lyle Talbot and Vir- 
ginia Smith in ‘Separate Rooms.’ 


‘PAPA SWEET 
$12,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Dec. 2. 

‘Banjo Eyes’ finished its three- 
week tryout here Saturday (29) and 
left town in much-improved condi- 
tion. Easily ‘x ~ the big coin 
here last week. apa Is All,’ sup- 
ported by the Guild subscription 
list, also tallied a tidy sum last week, 
the first of a two-week tryout. ‘Sons 
o’ Fun,’ held over an extra four per- 
formances, stood ’em up every show. 
‘Pal Joey’ came in Monday (1). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Colonial (3d week) 
(1,643; $3.30). Left town a better 
contender for Broadway honors than 
when it came in, and the revision 
job appears to be in very capable 
hands; $20,000 for final week. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Shubert (5th week, 
four performances) (1,600; $3.30). 
The new O. & J. dizzy show played 
to capacity every performance right 
from the opening. Socko $14,500 for 
the finale four shows. 

‘Papa Is All,’ Wilbur (lst week) 
(1,227; $2.75). Drew sweet notices 
all around and the comment is aces. 
Small cast and low nut indicate a 
bright future for this one. Initial 
stanza here, $12,000, big. 

‘lolanthe,’ Majestic (one week) 
(1,667; $2.20). Interest waned in the 
Gilbert-Sullivan repertory, locally 
produced by the Shuberts, but the 
experiment was _ successful. Last 
week, $7,500. 


‘FATHER’ GETS GREAT 














Pittsburgh, Dec. 2. 


‘Life With Father’ wound up fort- 
night engagement at Senator last 
week with estimated near capacity 
$25,000 to give comedy hit around 
$44,000 for the run. Show was sell- 
ing out at every performance at the 
finish, helped, of course, by holiday 
weekend, and general feeling here 
was that it could have made a long 
run of it had there been a house 
available. 

‘Father’ had originally been booked 
into Senator, a Farris theatre, for 
four weeks, with an option of as 
many more as the management 
wanted, but at the time deal was 
signed, Harrises expected its other 
downtown house, the Alvin, to be 
in action again. However, delay in 
rebuilding that spot following roof 
cave-in year ago forced chain to ask 
Oscar Serlin to cut original playing 
time in half. Alvin still isn’t ready, 
and won't be for several weeks, with 
result that picture product has been 
piling up at Senator. 


‘Claudia,’ $10,800, Fair 








Toronto, Dec. 2. 
_ Third company of ‘Claudia’ grossed 
just fair estimated $10,800 at the 
Royal Alexandra last week. 
The 1,551-seater is scaled at $3 top. 


‘Hellz’ 176 In Indpls, 


Indianapolis, Dec. 2. 

That old December visitor, ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ is due in at the English 
Monday (8) for a week’s stay. In 
previous years the southland epic 
has played during Christmas week. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ last week was not 
quite up to the sellout of last year, 
but plenty good at $18,000 for four 
evening performances and two mat- 
inees. 


‘Dinner’ 11G in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 2. 
Town turned out for one week 
roadshow of ‘Man. Who Came to 
tow gud with Taylor Holmes in the 
ead. 
Mayfair, 1,500-seater, clocked esti- 
mated $11,000 at $2.50 top. 
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44G IN 2 PITT WEEKS, 


In Toronto Booking) 





Chicago, Dec. 2. 

At least two shows will call it quits 
as far as Chicago is concerned on 
Saturday (6), and there may be a 
third show added to the list of de. 
partures. Leaving surely are ‘Blos. 
som Time,’ after two weeks in the 
Grand Opera House, and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North,’ exiting from the Selwyn 
following a four-week gallop. Third 
possibility is ‘Village Green,’ which 
opened in the Great Northern on 
Nov. 23. 

Grand Opera House will get ‘Pal 
Joey’ in time for the holidays. Noth. 
ing is set for the Selwyn after 
‘North.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blossom Time,’ Grand Opera 
House (lst week) (1,200; $2.75), 
Perennial started slowly, but built 
towards finish to $8,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (11th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Show holding to great 
pace and came through with $13,000 
in a week which was generally 


soggy. 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (7th 
week) (1,400; $3.85). Felt the 


pressure of a tough Monday 
Tuesday throughout the loop 
sagged slightly to $24,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Harris (3d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). One more week 
for this one and then heads for Mil- 
waukee and other midwest ports, 
after having taken $6,500 last week. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (3d 
week) (1,300; $2.20). Mixed cast 
drama has gained strength and looks 
capable of staying around, reaping 
another $10,000 last week: 

‘Village Green,’ Great Northern 
(2d week) (1,300; $1.65). Stock try 
is struggling and may have to call 
it quits on Saturday (6), after a 
week at $4,000. 


‘RIO RITA’ NICE $12,000 
PHILLY; FEW BOOKINGS 


Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

The legit booking situation is still 
very sketchy in Philly, to say the 
least. A mere handful of shows has 
been lined up so far for this month 
and even some of these are subject 
to change. 

Last night, there was nary a show 
in town; tonight (Tuesday) Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes’ starts a two 
and possibly three-week engagement 
at the Forrest. ‘Clash By Night,’ 
closed after one performance here 
due to illness of star, Tallulah Bank- 
head, reopens at the Locust, where it 
plays a single week starting Decem- 
ber 15. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Rio Rita,’ Forrest (2d week) (1,800; 
$2). Very good at nearly $12,000 with 
pop scale. Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo 
Eyes’ opens at house tonight (Tues- 
day). Two weeks announced. 

‘Out of This World,’ Erlanger (one 
week only) (2,000; $3.50), Mask and 
Wig show very well liked this year 
and had advantage of fine campaign. 
First performance (student sale 
only) was Nov. 21. Good $33,000 in 
nine shows. 


Lunts Tally Big $21,200 
In 4 Southern Stands 


The Lunts, on their clean-up tour 


and 
and 











of the South in ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ tallied another fine gross, 
getting $21,200 in four stands. Stars 


appeared in Little Rock, Shreve- 
port, Tyler and Houston. 

Biggest money was drawn in the 
latter Texas town, gross —. $11,- 
000 in four performances. t was 
another seven-performance week. 


‘Rivals’ 12G in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 2. 

‘Rivals,’ with Mary Boland, Bobby 
Clark and Walter Hampden, clicked 
for approximately $12,000 on three 
night performances and a matinee 
the last half of last week in the 
2,500-seat Taft. Top was $3.30. Half 
of the gross was collected in ad- 
a on the ATS subscription series 
plan. aan 

Same house has ‘_fellzapoppin, 
with Billy House and Eddie Carr, 
this week at $2.75 top. 








‘Father’ 10G in Dayton 


Dayton, O., Dec. 2. 

‘Life with Father,’ playing three 
nights and a matinee (26-28) at the 
Victory, drew capacity houses, with 
total receipts amounting to approx!- 
mately $10,000. 

It was the first three-day run of 
a legit show here in years. 





‘Father’ played other stands with 


week’s count $19,400. 
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Broadway 





Alfred Hitchcock in town, , 
Joey Keith still under medical 
atment. 
Peed Sears and Arthur Kelly leave 
for the Coast Friday (95). 
hur 
aes returning to Coast this week. 
Bill Rodgers returned yesterday 
(Tues.) from Chicago and the Coast. 
Mary Lucas (Mrs. Bobby) Craw- 
ford working in a Madison avenue 


= d Thanks- 
rothy Hall celebrate s 
ving with party at her Larchmont 


heme. 
John Hennegan, 
atrical poster tycoon, 


Cincinnati the- 
visiting Man- 


n. 
arcey Gerard motoring to the 
Coast this week. Has several film 

sitions. 
vie Weber sitting up after eight 
weeks in bed He says it’s just 


j uble. 
tear el figures of Carmen Miranda 
in Bonwit Teller windows one of top 
j venue draws. 
Sewn LeRoys (Doris Warner) 
return to Hollywood next week; 
ditto David O. Selznick’s. 
Rose Morell, of Paramount, in 
Madison Park hospital, Brooklyn, 
following an appendectomy. ae 
The Hartmans due into the Wal- 
dori’s Wedgwood Room from the 
Palmer House, Chi, on Jan. 8. 
Annual venison Juncheon for the 
film gang being tossed by Century 
Circuit at National Democratic Club 
next Tuesday (9). , me 
Manhattan Center, built originally 
as the Manhattan Opera House by 
Oscar Hammerstein, is 35 years old 
today (Wednesday ). = ip he 
Phil Laufer, of the Criterion, who 
married two weeks ago, left for Mi- 
ami Friday (28) with the missus for 
ted honeymoon. 
oan Audit Service, which checks 
theatres on percentage engagements 
for distributors, opened branch of- 
fice in Dallas; its 20th. 
Joe Skirball and Alfred Hitchcock 
in from the Coast in connection with 
background shots to be made in New 


Lubin, Universal director, | 


lection of souvenirs on that era wil] 
be used as props in the film. 

Earl Wingart has had the windows 
in his office covered with enlarge- 
ments of scenes of the California 
coast, so that when he looks at them 
he gets the effect of working in N. Y. 
and Hollywood at the same time. 

A director of many of Pararnount’s 
theatre subsidiaries, Leon Netter, 
left Friday (28) for Lufkin, Tex., to 
attend a board meeting of East Texas 
Theatres, Inc., which is hooked up 
with the Interstate Circuit. Also 
checking in with Par partners in 
Dallas, N. O., and Memphis. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 
Hugo del Carril back from Ha- 
vana tour. 
Sabina Olmos and Charlo signed 
‘contracts for Montevideo. 


Lola Membsives resumed work at 
Avenida after short illness. 

Arturo S. Mom slated to do ‘Mama 
Culepina’ for Baires Films late next 
season, 

Alberto de Zavalia starts filming 
‘Escuela de Adultos’ (‘School for 
Adults’) at EFA, with Delia Garces. 

Documental pic, taken during visit 
of Minister of War General Tonazzi, 
is getting unusual play, with show- 
ings in Astor, Porteno and Casino. 

U. S. Director John Reinhardt put- 
ting finishing touches on ‘Una Novia 
en Apuros’ (‘A Bride in Trouble’) 
at Baires. Leaving for Hollywood 
shortly thereafter. 

Elsa O’Connor and Mario Panesi 


Mirasoles’ (‘The Sunflowers’) after 
finishing successful run in ‘Lucos de 
Verano’ (‘Summer Fools’). 

Libertad Lamarque’s next for 
Sono has been retitled ‘Yo Conoci 
Esa Mujer’ (I Knew that Woman’), 
formerly was ‘Una Mujer del Teatro’ 
(‘A Woman of the Theatre’). 

Artistas Argentinos Asociados ‘Ar- 
gentine Associated Artists), new pro- 
ducing company, contracted to use 
San Miguel Studios. First will be 
‘La Guerra Gaucha’ (‘Gaucho War’). 





York for their ‘Saboteur.’ 


Barney Balaban flew in from the, 


Coast Friday (28), while Stanton 
Griffis, who was there with him, 
came in by train Monday (1). 

Frank Reddy. main office recep- 
tionist at the Hays office, celebrated 
his 67th birthday last Thursday (27), 
Haysians tossing him a party. 

Bob Sinclair, who recently com- 
pleted directing ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ for Metro, arrived in town 
last week to work on a legiter. 

Dick Finch, former Remick Music 
songwriter, back in circulation after 
13 months illness. He’s co-writer of 
‘Jealous,’ with Little Jack Little. 

Ladies Welfare League of the Yid- 
dish Theatrical Alliance is throwing 
ea dinner for George Jessel,at the 
Astor Dec. 7: proceeds to charity. 

Groucho Marx back to the Coast 
over the weekend where he'll re- 
vamp his play, ‘The Middle Ages,’ 
which he and Norman Krasna wrote. 

Lucille Ball and hubby Desi Ar- 
naz, at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, this 
week, celebrated their first wedding 


anniversary backstage on Sunday 
(31). 
Bricktop, of Paris Montmartre | 


memories, getting a play at’ Frank | 
Cerutti’s Madison avenue boite with | 


her transplanted Frenchy -Har- 
lemania. 

Maurice Bergman, still uncon- 
nected, went to Philly Saturday (29) 


to see the Army-Navy game with his | 


brother, Bernard, who's a newspaper- 
man there. 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke has heen set 


for the lead in the Jerome Weidman | 


Play, tentatively titled ‘All These 
ears, which is being produced by 
Harry Kaufman. 

_ Mervyn LeRoy’s nicotine poison- 
ing necessitating cutting the direc- 


tor down from 18 cigars to only two | 


daily; so he compromised and cut 
€m out completely. 


Will Hays expected back in New | 


York Dec. 15, coming on from Chi- 
cago where he will attend the In- 
diana Chicago club ‘Haysapoppin’ 
dinner on Saturday (13) 
Charles Pettijohn, Hays office gen- 
efai counsel who's back at work fol- 
Owing a second operation within a 
year's time, has received notes of 
Sympathy from 46 different states 


Sammy Lambert, stager of in- 
humerable Shubert operettas, has 
joined Harold Steinman’s ‘Roller 
Follies’ as general 


stage manager. 

Jay Freeman named musical direc- 

tor, 

we Lubin, Universal director 
marecently completed Abbott & 

old ello’s Keep ‘Em Flying,’ hosted 

Friday odt ends at a cocktail party 

(Z ) . “0 "ri 
Coast before returning to the 


rank Braden, Ringling Bros.- 
— & Bailey flack, filling in 
‘enen months by going out in ad- 
ex's ej eerenee men on 20th- 
or Hal gaa Was My Valley 
aaa due back from Washing- 
Ton ay (Wed.) after huddling with 
a Y Muto, 20th-Fox contact there. 
for 
oung America,’ i 
Story of the 4-H clubs. — 
ae Hardy, of Bill’s Gay 90s cafe, 
ne technical adviser for ‘Yankee, 
of G e Dandy,’ WB's film biography 
forge M. Cohan. Hardy's col- 


. 


is the 


ept. of Agriculture cooperation | 


Vaudeville company of Sarita Ri- 
veri still clicking at the Comico. New 
|show, changed monthly, features Rai- 
|mundo Pastore, Juan Dardes, Ro- 
| berto Blanco, Roberto Paez, Carlos 
| Rosingana, Beatriz Cerrillo and Aim- 
|paro Valencia and Margarita Burth. 


| a 


| Si. Louis 
| 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Attire of Hollywood stars, sold lo- 
cally at auction for Bundles fer 
Britain, netted only $40. 

Joe Roberts glommed 
cuffo space, together 
Sonia Henie’s ice 
week. 

Better Films Council of Greater 
St. Louis aiding in ballying ‘Citizen 


plenty of 
with pix, for 
revue here last 


Kane,’ soon to be shown in a local 
flicker house. 
Dannv Dennis, Jean Richey and 


Woods and Bray currently headlin- 


Hotel Jefferson. 
Forest Inn, nitery-roadhouse on 
the outskirts of Marissa, Ill., near 





here, damaged $15,000 by fire start- 
ing from a defective flue. 

Jimmy Castle, of Fanchon & Marco 
| publicity and advertising 
ment, and May Martir, local 
commentator, wed last week. 
| Mrs 
well 
| and 
| sales 


radio 


Sears, 
eeneral 
for U A. 


house nm 


recently upped to 
manager of 
is operating 
filmy Nashville, Tl 


Lu-Cellia displayed her Inca, Az- 


V.p. 


small 


a 


selectees at Fort Leonard 
Mo., 100 miles from here. She packed 


nitery, during a three-week stand. 


Memphis 
By Harry Martin 


David O. Selznick and Edward 
Arnold here between plane 

Jose Echaniz, Cuban pianist, con- 
certs Saturday night (6) for Beetho- 
ven Club. 

‘Blossom Time’ back on Ellis Au- 
ditorium schedule. Has been on and 
off three times since summer. 

Ed Reid quitting as manager of 
Peabody Skyway to take state job 


as auditor with public health service 


Most night football games in this 
section shifted to afternoon in late 
weeks of season because of OPM 


blackout. 
Civie and Little Theatres both un- 


veil new ones next week Former 
doing ‘Family Portrait. latter ‘Out 
of Frying Pan.’ 

Don Sparkman. promising young 
| baritone in outdoor summer shows 
here, will be missing next season. 
Singer enlisted in air corps 

Film actress Elizabeth Patterson 
had Thanksgiving turkey with fam- 


ily at old homestead in Savannah, 
Tenn., near here, en route to New 
York from Hollywood. 

Two Memphis open air theatre 
singers have landed in new Broad- 
; way shows. Ethel Taylor. local 


| soprano prima, is in the Kern-Ham- 
lmerstein ‘Sunny River.’ Tenor 
|George Richmond nabbed spot in Ed- 
| die Cantor's ‘Banjo Eyes.’ 


London 


Special showings of ‘49th Parallel’ 
are being arranged for Canadian 





troops in certain theatres of the 
Odeon circuit. 
Ken (‘Snakehips’) Johnson, the 





finishing season at Boedo with ‘Los | 


ing floor show at Club Continental. | 


depart- | 


Alpha Heisy, mother of Grad- 


domestic | 


tec and conga dance routines to the | 
Wood, | 


‘em in at the Chase Club. west end | 


band leader killed in Cafe de Paris 


| blitz last March, left estate in Eng- 


land valued at $1,500. 


Constance Binney landed here on a! 


troopship to join her flying officer- 
| husband, Geoffrey Cheshire. ; 
| Otto Lovering has arrived from 
| ore rene and has begun work on 
Robert Kane’s three 20th-Fox pro- 
ductions scheduled to be made here. 

Grace Stewart, American, will 
have her first part in British films 
in the new Arthur Askey picture, 
‘Browned Off,’ which is in produc- 
tion. 

Eric Boon, British lightweight box- 
ing champ, now a corporal in the 
RAF, got in trouble for poaching. 
He and three pals were fined $35 
apiece. 

John Ojerholm, American film 
technician (Par), and Craig Thomp- 
son, American newspaperman, are 
working here on a script titled ‘A 
Yank At Greenwich.’ 

Hubert Griffith, former drama 
critic, now serving with the RAF in 
Russia. He was responsible for the 
adaptation from the Russian of the 
new Westminster play, 
Point.’ 

Michael Balcom 
on the growing 


planning a film 
unrest in Nazi-oc- 
cupied Europe. Script is by Francis 
Beeding, author of ‘The Battle of 
Britain,’ and John Palmer, on the 
staff of the BBC. Shooting may start 
early in the New Year. 


Australia 


Sy Eric Gorrick 








Pre-Yuletide slump approaches. 

N. P. Pery now lookseeing Java 
for Columbia. 

Williamson-Tait playing Gilbert- 
Suilivan revivals on weekly-change 
policy in Sydney. 





flopping outside major city spots. 
Pic, however, clicked in Sydney. 

‘Rebecca,’ with Edwin Styles and 
|Myra Morton, a solid legit click for 
Alec Coppell at Minerva, Sydney. 

Williamson-Tait broke back into 
revue in Melbourne with ‘Thumbs 
Up’, starring Britishers Edgeley and 
Dawe. 

Universal retitling ‘Almost An 
Angel’ to ‘It Started With Eve.’ Pic 
|is scheduled as Yuletide attraction 
| for Greater Union at State, Sydney. 
| Associated Talking Pictures de- 
| cided to change title of ‘Ships With 


| Wings’ to ‘Fleet Air Arm’ for Aussie | 


idates via Greater Union Theatres 
this Yuletide. 
Hal Chapman 
South Wales manager 
|Empire Films under 
{liams. Chapman was 
charge of advertising. 
Sir Ben Fuller 
gling for lease of King’s Melbourne, 


appointed New 
for British 
Gordon 


formerly in 


is 


|for Pix next year. Understanding is 
that Hoyts and Metro are likewise 
making bids to lease it for pix. 


House was formerly handled by Wil- 
liamson-Tait on legit. 


| Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


Tito Gout writing and megging for 
| Films Mundiales 


heading a road show 
Paulette Goddard enjoying a serics 
of fiestas during her vacation here. 


Lorenzo Barcelata, composer, be- 
came a neturalized American in 
| Texas. 


Enrique Herrera has authored a 
Mexican version of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
| which is to stage debut soon at the 
Teatro Ideal here. 

Miguel Arenas and wife, Mercedes 
Soler, pic players, back home after 


tour of South America. They made 
a film in Venezuela. 

Ligia di Golconde star of the 
Spanish silent pic era, back in 
Mexico after a long absence and ar- 


ranging to play in Mexican talkers 


Andres Falgas. Argentinian tango 
singer and orch leade featured o1 
semi-weekly concerts at local radio 
station XEW ponsored by Zande 
Lip Stick 

Amalia Millan, sister of the famot 
alienist. Dr. Alfonso Millan, debuted 
with a recital of Mexican Indian 
dances at a socialite gathering in the 
Hotel Reforma. 


Conchita Cintron. world’s. only 
femme bull fighter, who performs on 
horseback and is part American, fea- 
tured in the current local blood- 
sand sport son. 

Jorge Negrete, stage-pic-radio 
singer. quit the boards for awhile to 
star in ‘Sangre Torera’ (Bull- 
fishter’s Blood’). Fernando 


ng 


ser 


hich 
Rivero 

Imovresario Man: Ferrandiz re- 
puted to have dropped $30,000 
(Mex) ($7.500 U.S.) during his 
son just ended at the Teatro Lirico, 


megzt 


1 
Wo 


Sea- 


historic revue theatre. 

| Agustin Fink. manager of Films 
|'Mundiales, signed actor Fernando 
Soler for five pix. two of which 
|Soler will meg. Raquel, Spanish 
| dancer. is set for musical. 
| President M: iel Avila Camacho 


is to be tendered a banquet in the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National The- | 
atre) Dec. 1 by the city on the occa- | 
sion of the first anniversary of his | 
taking office. 








**Distant | 


‘Major Barbara’ (20th) is generally | 


Wil- | 


said to be an-| 


Margarita Mora, voung comedienne, 


Fernando Reynoso Rabago, the | 
tenor who toured Central and South | 
| America with the Mexican Typical | 
| Orch, is featured soloist on programs | 
|of local radio station XEDP, oper- 


Hollywood 


Reeves Espy laid up with fiu. 
Betty Field ailing with laryngitis, 


Lee Parvin laid up with rheuma- 
tism. 


J. Cheever Cowdin here from New 
York. 





ated by the Ministry of the Interior. Bob Murphy whittled off 68 
Francisco Elias, Spanish director, | POUnds. : 

megging a pic in Cuernavaca, pop | Sol Lesser hosted a dinner for 

|tourist resort near here. Cast in- Damon Runyon. 

;cludes Miquel Montemayor. juve | Penny Singleton recovering from 


Yucatan state. 
as a pic player. 

Marga Lopez, of the Lopez Sisters 
|}radio singers, and Carlos Amador, 
director of the Sunday morning stage 
shows at the Cine Teatro Alameda, 
local frontline cirema, married in 
Buenos Aires. 
moon here soon. 

Abel Eisenberg, rated the most 
promising violinist among the stu- 
dents of the National Conservatory 
of Music, made his debut as a con- 
cert performer (29) at the Palace of 
Fine Arts. He also gave concerts 
there Dec. 5 and 9. 

Emilio Azcarraga, operator of 
local radio stations XEW and XE 
and the Cine Teatro Alameda, front- 
line cinema here, is member of the 
board of top businessmen working 
with the civie fathers to relieve the 
school shortage problem. 


Latter is debutting 





Chicago 


Colony Ciub due to reopen late in 
December. 

Tom Wall on the mend after torn 
knee cartilage. 

Jack Howard now associaied with 
the Sammy Clark talent agency. 

Joey Jacobson heading for 
| couple of weeks in Hot Springs. 


| Bill Jacobs, of the Fox music firm 
| here, recuping in Augustana hospital. 
| Pete Tremont, in with the defunct 
| Theatre Cafe, reported opening a 
| club in Miami. 
Joe Sherman enlarging the Garrick 
| Stagebar, and Schwartz & Greenfield 
due to expand the Brass Rail. 
John Balaban has accepted 
chairmanship of the theatrical 
vision of the Jewish Welfare Drive. 





a 


| 
| 


the 











7 Exchanges 
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| Fox West Coast, leased the new El 

Cajon theatre at El Cajon, Cal. 
Metzger interests bought the Tower 

|theatre in San Diego, 


te mem neta 


alley there with 28 lanes. 


| Nogales, Ariz., owned by George and 
| Nick Damon. 


Klein’s Switch to Philly 
Albany, Dec. 2. 
Douglas Klein has resigned as ae- 
cessory manager of 


branch office here, to join the Inde- | 
Phila- | 


pendent Poster Exchange in 
| delphia. The latter is run by Charles 
| Lawlor, formerly with the old Thea- 
jtre Displays Co. and with Advertis- 
|in® Accessories (National Screen 
subsidiary), and by Mitchell Panzer. 
ex-Monogram booker in Albany and 
Euffalo. 
Klein’s place with Columbia. 

Richard Struwe, Warner salesman 
underwent a major operation in a 
hosnital at Watertown and compli- 
cations developed. He had not been 
feeling well for some weeks. 


Honoring Moe Silver 
Recently reorganized Variety Club 
Tent No. 9, of Albany, sponsors 
testimonial dinner to M. A. Silver, its 
chief backer, next Monday (8) a 
'Ten Eyck hotel. Tribute being gis, 


? 
Its 


t the 


because of Silver’s promotion from 
Warner Bros. zone manager in up- 
ite New York, to icceed Harry 
K nine, former zone manager for 
Warners in Pittsburgh 
Arrangements are being made to 
ve Jimmy Walker as toastmaster. 


th industry f 


representatives frown 
all sections of the east heduled to 
ttend. Committee headed by S. H 
Fabian, including J. Meyer and Louis 
S f Mike Kallet and Willian 
Smalle is making arrangements fo! 
inner 


MPA Nominations 
At the election to be held Monday 
‘8) by-+-Mection Picture Associates, 
the president is expected to remain 


a 20th-Fox man, since Harry Bux- 
baum has been nominated and there 

no opposition. He is 20th’s New 
York branch manager, while Joe 
Lee, outgoing prez of the MPA, is 
sales manager there under him. 
MPA is a fraternal and charitable 
O} ization of film sellers. 

There are four candidates for the 
vice - presidency, David Snaper, 
James Frank, Jr., Jerome Wilson 
and Jack Ellis. Last-mentioned, an 
RKO salesman, was president fo 
three years through 1940. Saul 


Trauner is unopposed for the treas- 


urer’s post, as are Charles Pensser, 
a financial secretary, and Moe 
Fraum, as recording sec 


comic, and Irma Rosado, blonde from | 


*}Sun Valley siesta. 


They are to honey- | 


Joe Sheman back from trip east. | 


di- | 


600-seater. | 
Same company opening new bowling | 


Fire destroyed the Nogales theatre. 


the Columbia | 


Rudolph Meyers has taken | 


minor surgery. 

| Edward Manson left Warners pub- 
licity department. 
Gary Cooper 


returned from his 


| Robert Foulk joined Paramount's 
talent and casting staff. 
Marguerite Chapman 
|from an appendectomy. 
Richard Travis to Palm Springs to 
| recover from appendectomy. 
| Paul Whiteman taking a house in 
| Beverly Hills for the winter, 
| John Boles left for a stage tour of 
| midwestern and eastern cities. 
Michael Fields checked out of 
| Warners publicity department. 
| Bernard Roth moved from 
| Orsatti agency to Al Kingston. 
Bob Davis checked off Warners 
| publicity staff after three years. 
King Vidor touring the midwest 
| On research for his next picture. 
| Val Lewton-in from New York to 
| edit stories for David O. Selznick. 
Jesse Lasky to Hannibal, Mo.. for 
| the Mark Twain birthday celebration. 
| Harry Engel to New York for 
| home office parleys on Broadcast 
| Music, 
Sammy Baugh, back from the pro 
| football «vars, in town to talk further 
| film deals. 
| _Final papers were issued in the 
|Givorce case of Elaine and John 
| Barrymore. 
_ Nunnally Johnson back on the job 
|in Westwood after two weeks on 
| Broadway. 
| Jimmy Cagney’s new stand-in is 
| Joe Cappo, once his hoofing partner 
| on the stage. 
| Nancy Raye Gross, film writer. and 
|Howard W. Hawks, producer, will 
| wed Dec. 10 in Pasadena. 
| Dorothy Comingore restored to the 
| RKO payroll after suspension for 
| ducking ‘Valley of the Sun.’ 
' Marie McDonald, film vlayer. left 
| Santa Monica hospital for home to 
recover from an auto crash. 

Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
| wyck moved into their Bevhills 
| home afier a Sun Valley vacation. 

Olivia de Havilland became an 

American citizen. She was bern in 
the Orient and was a British subject 

_ Jack Edwards, contact man for Na- 
j}tional Screen Service and former 
‘Variety’ mugg, laid up with stomach 
| ailment. 

Dolores Del Rio will marry Orson 
Welles, she announced, after her 
divorce decree from Cedric Gibbens 
| becomes final Jan. 18. 

Gene Autry left his horse behind 
for a quick airplane trip to Chicago 
to talk to 4,000 youthful farmers at 
_national convention of Four H Clubs. 


recovering 


the 





| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Vince Josack, Film Row veteran. 
has gone to Los Angeles to make his 
home. 


Al Ritz tossing annual shindig for 


the local press at his Club Petite 
next Sunday (7). 
Earl Carroll ‘Vanities.’ with the 


| Slate Brothers, pencilled into Stanley 
| for week of Dec. 12. 

Chick Floyd, formerly with Leigh- 
ton Noble, breaking in his new dance 
outfit in this territory. 


Catholic Theatre Guild doing its 
first comedy, George St. Claire’s 
‘Relative by Affection.’ 

Jimmy Zummo, one-time band 


leading biggie here, back in harness 
again at the Balconades. 

Jerry Kurtz, M-G junior writer, 
back to Hollywood after spending a 
week here with his family. 

Sammy Walsh opens tonight (3) 
at El Chico for his first cafe booking 


here in nearly five yea! 

Tony Cabot, with Johnnie (‘Scat’) 
Davis Tony Caputo, of well- 
known Pittsburgh musical famil 

sig crowd of local going to 
Albany next Monday (8) for Variety 
Clul testimonial there to Moe 
Silve) 

Virginis I; I j te of Douglas 
Mele iN Tec} ] cnool pro- 
fessor,-in ‘Out of Frying Par at 
Plavhouse 

Dorothy Gish found a_ distant 
cousin of hers here press-agenting 
William Penn Hotel. He’s Jim 


Trullinger. 

Herman Timberg, Jr., here just a 
few weeks ago in the A} Jolson 
show, back again for a Yacht Club 
engagement. 

Jimmy Comorado will oppose the 
incumbent, Claire Meeder, for the 
presidency of the Musicians Union 
again this year. 

Sid Dickler added to Bill Green’s 
payroll as dancehall’s ballyhooer, 
succeeding Doc Cunnell, who has 
moved to Florida. 

Jackie Heller came on 
York over the weekend 
Rita Steiner's wedding 
Dapper Dan banquet. 

Polly Rowles (Mrs. Frankiin 
Snyder), former Universal contract 
|player and now a radio actress here, 
jexpects the stork in March. 


from New 
to sing at 
and the 
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OBITUARIES 


CAESAR BRAND 


GENNARO PAPI 


Gennaro Papi, 55, first string con- 
ductor of Italian opera at the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co., died at his 
hotel in N. Y. Saturday afternoon 
(29) about an hour before he was 
due to conduct ‘La Traviata’ in a 
nation-wide broadcast. 

A ‘Variety’ staff member had 
spoken to Papi a little before noon 
to interview him, but the conductor, 
pleading fatigue, had asked to be 
excused until the following week. 
An hour later he was dead. 

Papi, born in Naples, was brought 
to the Met as assistant to Arturo 
Toscanini in 1913. He conducted his 
first performance, ‘Manon Lescaut,’ 
in 1916 with Enrico Caruso and 
Emmy Destinn in the cast. He was 
also the conductor for the ill-fated 
‘Juive’ in December, 1920, when 
Caruso sang his last Met perform- 
ance, 

Papi left the Met in 1926, when 
he went to conduct at the Chicago 
Opera, and returned to the Met in 
1935. Papi had conducted in South 
America, San Francisco and Chicago 
last summer and fall before return- 
ing to N. Y. 10 days ago. He was 
separated from his wife, who re- 
sides in Italy, and also leaves a son 
and daughter. 


MABEL COOPER BIGELOW 


Mrs. Mabel Cooper Bigelow, 36, 
former vaudeville player and moth- 
er of Jackie Cooper, died Nov. 27 in 
Beverly Hills, Cal., after a long ill- 
ness. Other survivors are her 
mother, Mrs. Lillian Leonard; her 
brother, Jack Leonard, and two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Norman Taurog, wife of 
the film director, and Mrs, Florence 
Kenmore. 

As Mabel Cooper she entered 
vaudeville in a musical act with her 
first husband, Johnny Cooper, and 
toured the Orpheum circuit for five 
years. After her son’s film debut in 
1927 she became a musician in pic- 
ture studios and continued until 
overtaken by illness more than a 
year ago. 


LLOYD SPENCER 


Lloyd Spencer, 67, oldtime Or- 
pheum circuit comedian, but in re- 
cent years advertising executive in 
Seattle, died in that city Nov. 22, a 
few hours after being stricken with 
a heart attack while attending the 
Oregon-Washington football game. 

In 1903 Spencer managed a thea- 
tre in Olympia, Wash., and in 1911 
in San Antonio. Leaving show busi- 
ness, he made a success of adver- 
tising, having been president of Pa- 
cific Advertising Club, the Seattle 
Ad Club and advertising manager 
for the Western Washington Fair, 
the state’s largest expo. 


ARNOLD KRAUSS 


Arnold Krauss, 75, violinist and 
teacher, died in Fresno, Cal., Nov. 25 
of a heart attack. Born in Roumania, 
he was concert master and assistant 
conductor of.the Los Angeles Sym- 
phony for 14 years and had played 
in leading American symphony 
groups. He had also concertized con- 
siderably in Europe, having once 
also been a solo violinist with Victor 
Herbert. 


F. L. PICKLE 
Fitzhugh Lee Pickle, 29, technician 
for WBTM, Danville, Va. suc- 
cumbed to a heart attack last week. 
He joined station at its founding 
about a decade ago and designed 
much of its equipment. Later 


worked with new owner, the Tri-City | f 


Chain, which controls WBTM and 
WLVA, Lynchburg, Va., and WSLS, 
Roanoke. 

Widow and father survive. 


LAM SOON 
Lam Soon, 36, owner of the. Man- 
darin Inn, Memphis Chinese dine- 
and-dance spot, was killed in auto- 
mobile crash near Clarksdale, Miss. 
Known as a generous contributor 
to charities, both American and 
Chinese, Soon had been a leader 
among Chinese of entire mid-south, 
heading numerous relief campaigns 
for his homeland and other causes. 
Leaves widow and son. 


FRANK McCULLOUGH 
Frank McCullough, New York 
etage director, radio actor and radio 
drama instructor, died Nov. 26, in 
N. Y. He was in his fifties. 
McCullough formerly stage di- 
rected for Charles Frohman, A. L. 
Erlanger and Flo Ziegfeld. In re- 
cent years he wag a radio actor and 
also an instructor at the School of 
Radio Technique. - 


Caesar Brand, former Orpheum 
circuit musical director, succumbed 
in Oakland, Cal., Nov, 24. Charter 
member of Local 6, American Fede- 
ration of Musicians, he served as 
president in 1893. He was also a 
member of the Organists Club and 
the Musical Fund Society. 
Surviving is a sister. 


ADRIAN MORRIS 

Adrian Morris, 38, brother of film 
actor Chester Morris, died Nov. 30 in 
Los Angeles. Besides his brother 
survivors are his widow, his mother 
and a son. 

Deceased turned to pictures in 
1929 after having been a legit and 
vaudeville performer. 


IVAN CLUSTIN 


Ivan Clustin, Russian ballet dancer, 
died in Cannes, France, Nov. 27, He 
had been director of ballet at the 
Paris Opera after leaving the Petro- 
grad Opera. 

Clustin, Anna Pavlova’s teacher, 
retired from all stage activities fol- 
lowing her death. 


HENRI CHRISTINE 


Henri Christine, 73, popular com- 
poser, died in Nice, France, Nov. 26. 
Prior to the first World War he had 
written many vaudeville successes 
for numerous stars of the French 
stage, including Felix Mayol, who 
died recently. 


HUBERT DeKOCK 


Hubert Davis DeKock, 78, former 
vaudeville and legit actor, died Nov. 
25 in a sanatorium at Montrose, Cal., 
after a long illness. 

Surviving are two sons, George and 
Edward Davis. 


KATHERINE HAVILAND-TAYLOR 
Katherine Haviland-Taylor, novel- 

ist, screen writer and playwright, 

died in St. Cloud, Fla., Nov. 28, 
Surviving are two sisters. 


ALICE HAMILTON 
Alice Hamilton, 69, former stage 
actress, died Nov. 25 in Arcadia, Cal., 
after a long illness. 


Mrs. Bertha Kann, 77, mother of 
Maurice D. (Red) Kann, editor of 
Boxoffice, and George E. Kann, 
mianager of Loew’s Willard, N. Y., 
died Monday (1) at Post Graduate 
hospital, New York, of pneumonia. 
Two other sons, not in show busi- 
ness, and two sisters also survive. 





Sebastian Bracciante, 69, father 
of Frank (Chin Chin) Bracciante, 
violinist with Ted Streter’s orches- 
tra in New York, died in Memphis 
last week. Another son, Joe, is a 
member of the station WMC (Mem- 
phis) staff ensemble. 


Robert C. Haybeck, Sr., 70, step- 
father of El Brendel, film comedian, 


died in Philadelphia last Tuesday 
(25). 
Father of Clayton G. Eastman, 


manager of Paramount exchange in 





Albany, died in North Conway, 
N. H. 
Father of Carlyle G. (Tick) 


Smith, manager of Hank D’Amico’s 
band, died Nov. 24 in Buffalo. 


John F. Bickel, 82, father of Fred- 
ric March, stage and screen star, died 
Nov. 28 in Centralia, Wash. 


' 











Studios for Defense 
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and tool shops capable of turing out 
any number of products needed in 
the defense activities. 

Survey Starting 

OPM-ers are starting a survey to 
list the actual number of hours daily 
su. elaborate equipment is used in 
film work, indicatihg that if the oc- 
casior. arises the idle hours will be 
given over to Uncle Sam for the pro- 
duction of bomb sights, first control 
apparatus and other military require- 
ments. 

Disclosure was made to the film- 
ites by Frank R. McGregor, regional 
coordinator of the priorities field ser- 
vice, during last week’s huddle, at- 
tended by G. Howard Hutchins, man- 
ager of the OPM Division of Con- 
tract Distribution, who will conduct 
the studio survey; H. M. Craft, Hut- 
chins’ predecessor, and Stewart Gris- 
wold, Washington staff expert and 
assistant to McGregor, 





studios will become subcontractors 
in most instances, using the fine and 
expensively equipped shops nightly 
for the Government work. Just how 
the takeover will operate has not yet 
been decided on by OPM-ers but 
every indication makes it a definite 
possibility. 
Shifting Needs a Preblem 

Government officials listened sym- 
pathetically to the studio purchasing 
agents gathered at the meeting to 
plea for priority clearances on film 
| materials, and advised the compila- 
ition of a complete list of existing 
material and a reasonably accurate 
list of anticipated needs. Latter will 
prove a stumbling block to the stu- 
dios because, with the exception of 
often-used staples, needs for mate- 
rials are constantly shifting with the 
picture cycles. 

Studio representatives gave the 
OPM-ers a clear-cut idea that films 
are faced with serious production 
difficulties unless priority clearances 
are granted. Already thousands of 
items, some apparently insignificant, 
have been placed under strict gov- 
ervnment priority increasing the 
threat to film production. 

Such things are copper wiring, 
chemicals, one of which is used to 
treat glass so Hollywood stunt men 
may dive through it without injury, 
photographic supplies, plyboard and 
a hundred other like items, have 
reached the shortage stage. 


If worse comes to worse studios 
will be forced to turn their talents 
to the development of substitutes 
that will fool the cameras and the 
public—-a practice that has been in 
use for many years. But some ma- 
terials not appearing on the screen 
but very necessary parts of film pro- 
duction will have to come through a 
government okay. 

After the inventory is completed, 
the entire problem will be forwarded 
to the OPM Division of Civilian Sup- 
ply in Washington for study so that, 
according to McGregor, officials 
there can balance the studio needs 
against what is available. 





MARRIAGES 


Ethel Strober, of Adel, Ia., to Max 
Kirby, assistant manager of Strand, 
Des Moines, in Princeton, Mo., Oct. 8. 

Annalee Whitmore to Melville 
Jacoby, in Manila, Philippine Is- 
lands, Nov. 24. Bride is Hollywood 
screenwriter. He’s foreign cor- 
respondent for Time mag. 

Davenie Watson to Ray Heather- 
ton, in Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. He’s the 
band leader, she’s a dancer. 

Jean Carnevale to Gabe D’Amico, 
in Boston, Nov. 21. He’s with Ray- 
mond Scott's band. 

Astrid Allwyn to Charles Fee, in 
Las Vegas, Nov. 30; bride is film 
actress. 

Isabel Fagin to Jimmy Grier in 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. Groom is band 
leader; she sings with his outfit. 

Norma D. Broggi to Angus W. 
Blow, Nov. 15, in Springfield, Mass. 
Groom is WMAS, Springfield, en- 
gineer; bride is on station’s clerical 
staff. 

Joyce Matthews to Milton Berle, 
in Beverly Hills, Cal., Dec. 4. Bride 
is New York showgirl; he’s film, ra- 





dio, stage comedian, and ‘Variety’ 
columnist. 
BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Varner, 


son, in Hollywood, Nov. 3. Father 


is guitarist with Ted Fio Rito’s 
band. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ham- 


mond, twins, son and daughter, in 
Los Angeles, Nov. 25. Mother is 
Wynne Davis, concert soprano; fa- 





ther is film and radio vocalist. 

|} Mr. and Mrs. Michel Lah, son, in 
|Los Angeles, Nov. 24. Father is a 
| cartoonist at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Schaefer, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Nov. 5. Father 
is secretary to Jack L. Warner. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Claremont, 
in Los Angeles, Nov. 28. Father is 
unit casting director at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Herman, son, 
Nov. 24, in Cincinnati. Father is on 
WLW’s production staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toby Brin, son, Dec. 
2, in Minneapolis. Father is WCCO, 
Minneapolis, music librarian and or- 


ganist, 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Quinn, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 1. 
Father is film actor; mother, 


Katherine DeMille, screen actress, 
daughter of C. B. DeMille. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard James, 
daughter, Nov. 19, in Newburgh, N. 
Y. Father is radio engineer. 





Hal Munro orchestra has been set 
for the Casino Royale in New Or- 
leans opening on Dec. 19. In for 
a minimum of nine weeks. Now 
with Munro as vocalist is Patricia 





Setup is. expected .to mean. that 


Ford, 


Bette 
Henriquettes (6) 
Rifts (3) 

Harry Dobbs Ore 


Carroll's 


Gaines Orc 
Wilma Douglas 
Janne & Anthony 
Dot Landy 

Klsie Sterling 
Crystal Ames 
Babe Cummings 

3 Variety Boys 
Jimmy Lewis 
Carrollovlies 


Club 5 


Jane Lynn 
Babs Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Matty Owens 
H Hale Rhymettes 
College Inn 
Margie Hight 
Lloyd M Marionettes 
Erna Lynn 
Valerie & Suzanne 
Jack Delmar 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Embassy 


Fernandez Ore 

Carlyle Sis 

Eduardo 

Betty Rannon 

Cyrel Rodney 

yeorge Clifford 

Chico & Donne 
Evergreen Casino 

Vivian Vance 

Burnettes 

Patsy Marr 

Pat Shevlin Ore 


(H Walton Roof) 


Grace O'Hara 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Orc 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 


Jam Session 


Mickey House 
Ann Roe 

Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 

Agnes Barry 

Audrey Joyce 

5 Suzettes 

Betty LaRue 

Jack Spangler 

Billy Williams 

Delsee Dee 

Dotty Villard 

Lillian Chapin 

David Gold Ore 
Lexington Casino 

Richard Bach 

Johnny Carnes 

Garvin Buschell O 

Hep Cats 

Ralph Lewis 

Jerry Brandon 

Barion 

Octaves (4) 

Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Virginia Lawler 
Betty Keenan 
Danny Versay’s Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Kathleen May 
Alman & Roland 


(12) 


3 Radio Aces 
Gerry & Turk 
Sil Walker 


Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 


Beale St Boys 
Romeo (4) 


Minstrel] Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Joe Lorigan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Beatrice Kay 
Floradora Sextet 
Tony Callazzo 
Stella Tracey 
Ed McGoldrick, 8r 
Moravian Bar 
Three Keys 
Anne Lewis 
Bill Bennett 


Neil Dieghan’s 


Barton Bros 

Tip Top Gls 

Klee Ko Rena 
Maples & Wright 
Ugo Martinelli 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Leonard Cooks 


Old Fatls Tavern 
Harley Rogers 
Watson Sis 
Eddie Thomas 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Al Kilbride 

Open Door Cafe 
Jeannettes (10) 
Joan Maury 
Jacquiline Herman 
Ernie & Nosey 
Frankie Schiuth 


(3) 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 

Balconades 
Charlie Laun Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Ray Heatherton Orc 
Drane Sis 
Anna May Taylor 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 
Boogie-Woogle Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Pat Burns 
Milly Bradley 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 
Ciub Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Harlowe & Gray 
Bernie Lambert 
Selma Jones 
Eileen O'Shea 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
George Wells Orc 


Eddie Peyton's 








Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo's 


Yvonettes 

Henry Patrick 

3 Peppers 

Keller Sis 

Kaye & Grey 
Smythe & Dolores 
Chick Mullery 


Philadelphia Hotel 


Russell LaBean 
Linda Lief 
Irmgrad & Alan 
Joan Wheatley 
Lenora Coeds 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Walter John 


Roman Grille 


Gloria Dale 
Al Capron Orc 
Dick Jones 


Princess Chang Lee 
Delaney Sis 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Latins (4) 
Shadows (3) 
Cleftones (3) 
4 Toppers 


Sam's Cafe 


Delahanty Sis 

Dave Vanfield 

Bob Tolly 

Bella Belmont 

Jean Van 

3 King’s Rhythm 
Silver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 

J Mary Norris 
Carlos & Doria 
Frank Hassel Ore 


Spatola’s 


Don Renaldo (4) 
4 Dots 
Alberto Aveyou 
Stamp’s 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neil 
Good Scouts (3) 
Cirillos 
Danny Montgomery 
Lanny Vale 
Vickie Lane 
Frances Tone 
Natalie Mann 
Dolly Raoul Gls 
Eddie Dolan 
Phyllis Jordan 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Newton & Newton 
Frank Paige 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Ninz 

Fhyllis La Rue 

Don Anton Orc 
69th St. Rathskeller 


Muriel Brooks 
Dorothy Garcy 
Helen Wilson 
Pussy De Carmo 
Sonia La Dare 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Beth Calvert 
Annalyse May 
Nancy Payne 
Dianne Dale 
Blond Tip Tops (#4) 
Jane Patterson 
Mac Pepper 
Jack Curtis 
Earl Denny Orc 
20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Sally La Marr 
Blanche Saunders 
Arthur Strohman 8 
Men of Rhythm 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Paramount Steppers 
Jackie Lee 
Dottie Brennan 
Ann Dee 
Chic Kennedy 
Warwick Hotel 
Joe Coe Orc 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Dave Pierson 
Pump Handle Trio 
Pen Bannerman 
Marvelettes (6) 
Denas & Dubin 
Julia San 
Jack Moss 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradians 


Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Peggy Shields 
Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Harry Holly 
Jackie Lee 

Betty Lawton 
Yacht Rhythm Men 








Memphis 6 


Victor Nelson Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
El Chico 
Mario Ore 
Terry LaFranconl 
Cesar & Rosita 
Lynn Stevens Gis 
51 Club 
Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 
Marion Joyce 
Lyda Radnok 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel ner 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel %th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
4 Senators 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Jack Coffey Orc 
Beverly Blayne 


Centinuéd from page 57 


——ae 











Bills Next Week 








Dick Kaps 

3 Smart Gis 

Pat Murphy 
(Continental Bar) 

Frank Andrini 4 

Virginia Ramos 
Merry-Go-Round 

Tommy Flynn Ore 

Mike Musino 

Walt Dickman 
New Hillcrest 


Marty Schramm O 
Connie Gregg 
Ray Englert 
Antone Rozance 
Bill Shaffer 

New Penn 
Henry Blauth Ore 
Eric & Blia 
Lester Franklin 
Irene Davey 
Kiwana 
stelle 

Nixoh Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Dorothy Deering 
Sharkey the Seal 
Pierce & Harris 
Alice Kennedy 
Private Dooley 
Nut House 


Sherdina Walker O 
Ted Blake 

George Gregg 

Harry Frank 


Oasis 


Alpine Village 


Florence Faye 
Gale Sextet 
Danny Dennis 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Bob Copfer 
Fl Dumpo 

Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Roger & Spruce 
Ramona 
Virginia Rae 

Eldorado Club 


Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 
Three Wiles 
Lee Bartell 
Billy Davis 
Estelle Sloan 
Lee Leali Ore 
Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 
Bill Lochman 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 
Hotel Cleveland 
Bernie Cummins Ore 


BOS 


Beachcomber 
Harry-Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone Orc 
Eva Clough 
Benton 2 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Dance Players Tr 
Calypso Singers 
Duke of Iron 
Bill Matons 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
The Gleasons 
3 Aero Maniacs 
Carmen 

Casa Manana 
Al Tory Orc 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Kathyrn Fortener 
Louise Sherwood 


Earl Gregg 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 


Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
Morton Downey 
Georgie Tapps 
Duval, Merle & Tee 
Boots McKenna Rev 

Club Vanity Fair 
Al Cova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O' Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Princess Sequoyah 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Pearl Robbins 
Lane & Small 
Mignon & Manor 

(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 8 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Larry Stark 
Luticia 
Georgiana Dwyer 
Snake-Hips Davis 
Crawfordettes 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
David Ballentine 
Ray Parker 
Maxine Coleman 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Les Habaneros (6) 
Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Warren & Bodee 
Hote! Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Raymond Scott Orc 
Billy Leach 
Roberta 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Orc 





Benny Burton 
Betty Lee Gre 
Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 
Orchard Ion 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Shangri-La 
Steve Matthews 
Dorothy Matthews 
Betty Carroll 
Yacht Club 
Don Roth Ore 
Joe Frisco 
Malo 3 
Paul Allen 
Magic Fliers 
George & Ann 
Iris Wayne 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vnune 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Lee Bartell 
The Keenes 
Florence Faye 
Mickey Crandall 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Bernard & Henrie 

Hotel Hollendea 
Margie Knapp 
Mono Ambassadors 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Katherine Hoyt 
Will McCune Ore 

Hotel Statler 
Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Fddie Le Baron Ore 
Ernie Taylor 

La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 


Lindsay’s Skybar 


Coleman Hawkins 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Frane Reynolds 
Ravaye & Marge 
Gloria Miller 
Lou Story Ore 
Mounds Club 
Gene Kerwin’s Ore 
Harry Richman 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
5 Aristocrats 
Hal Hall 
Shirley Burke 
Don Walsh Ore 


TON 


Billy Kelly 
Mario & Margarel 
Bill Groin 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
Dwight Fiske 
Harry Marshard QO 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koom) 
Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Saivy Cavicchio Ore 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Frances Grant 
Archie O’Brien 
Roberts & Trebor 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Carney & Cress 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Harry Richman 
Malo 3 
Hudson Wonders 
Latin Q’tr Eye-deare 
Irene Donahue 
Jack Beekman 
Mile C Vogue Ballet 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 
Miami Grove 





Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 

Tom Chales 

Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breen 
Oscar Carmel 
Elano Norton 


Arthur Martel 
Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Havana Rhumba O 

Harry Spear 
Buster Keim Rev 
Georgie Price 
Clarissa 
Reyes & Romero 
Fred & S Hartnell 
12 La Congettes 
(Garden Leunge) 
Newell & Steger 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Chester Dolphin 
Don & Darrow 
George Prentice 
Rosalind Gordon 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Orc 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
La-O & Moncita 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Alvez Cortez 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Ore 
Great Huber 
Arnold & Dogs 
Lenny Collier 
Ray Pike 
Vera Lamont 





Jack. Manning Ore 


Bunny Berigan Ore 
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Lait, Jr.-Mortimer’s New Column 
Beginning Dec. 29, Press Alliance 
syndicate will release the first col- 
ymn embracing a new ‘Hollywood- 
Broadway’ idea, co-authored by Jack 
Lait, Jr., and Lee Mortimer. It will 
pe a six-day issue for the start, with 
Sunday added if there is a demand 
for it. ; ; 
Lait and Mortimer, respectively 
stationed in Hollywood and New 
York, will collaborate by long-dis- 
tance telephone daily, deciding upon 
their lead thusly, and their individual 
contributions to follow, with a q. 
and a. dept to be called Coast-to- 
Coast Memos taking care of chatter, 
Picsides the interchangeable items, 
gince Hollywood and Broadway are 
all of show business—professional 
and social—there will also be a ‘Sun 
Over Hollywood’ and ‘Moon Over 
Broadway’ sub-caption, wherever the 
jtems are regionally restricted. 
Keynote of the new col. will be no 
imitation of any other column: no 
emphasis on scandal; no trade news, 
put interesting, novel personalities, 
color, background, tied up as closely 
as possible with current action. 
Lait, Jr., son of the editor of the 
N. Y. Mirror, flew to New York to set 
the Press Alliance syndication, and 
is returning to the Coast, where he 
will continue as freelance film script- 
er under William Morris manage- 
ment. His collaborator Lee Morti- 
mer is film critic of the N. Y. Mirror, 
special feature writer for the Sunday 
Mirror, and Lait, Sr.’s, protege. 





Rosten’s Hep Tome on H’wood 

Hollywood is an obvious* natural 
for any Remington pounder in search 
of a meaty or colorful thesis, so it’s 
man-bites-dog (in spades) when the 
Crossley on Leo C. Rosten’s book is 
above par, because his treatment of 
‘Hollywood (The Movie Colony, the 
Movie Makers)’, just published by 
Harcourt, Brace ($4), is indeed a 
human, kindly, authoritative, not too 
scholarly, yet shrewd and keenly 
analytical treatment of his subject. 

Firstly, Rosten is a hep writer. 
As Leonard Q. Ross, his ‘Hyman 
Kaplan’ nonsense in The New 
Yorker led him to a scripting ca- 
reer in Hollywood, at which time 
the Carnegie and Rockefeller Foun- 
dations made possible grants which 
underwrote a trained staff of 11 who 
interviewed and analyzed the scene 
and the people of their thesis. 

The X-ray dissection of Hollywood, 
therefore, takes on extraordinary 
authority under Rosten’s_ by-line. 
The bibliography is generous in its 
source credits, and lends all the 
more credence to the more-than-400- 
page volume. /[‘Variety’ is widely 
quoted along with other trade papers 
and dailies. ] 

His stance is replete witti the milk 
of human kindness, Perhaps it’s best 
summed up by his observation that, 
‘When you say Ford was a garage 
mechanic, it’s a compliment; 
when you say a movie tycoon was a 
glove salesman it’s rattling the skel- 
eton.” Without carrying the torch 
for the film colony, he proves graph- 
ically, with quotes from accredited 
sources, that ‘gone Hollywood’ is not 
indigenous to the picture capital: 
that barons of industry in the past 
did many more wackier things than 
might be exemplified by a Malibu or 
Santa Monica produc.r’s idea of 


‘formal entertainment’—receiving his | 


8uests in slacks. 


From the teeoff, the premise is im- | 
did a| 


pressive. In 1939 pictures 


$673.045,000 boxoffice: between 52.- | 


000,000 and 55,000,000 Americans at- 
tend motion pictures each and every 
week; there are 15,115 theatres op- 
erating; the capitalization of the film 


industry is $2,000,000,000; Holly wood’s | 


annual payroll is between $133,000.000 
and $145,000,000; it spent $186,848.791 
to manufacture motion pictures in 
1939, 


For a keen insight on its person- 
alities, pleasures, peccadilos, joys, 
Politics, prestige, sports (horses, 
Prizefighters, etc.), its braintrust, ar- 
Ustry and whatnot, Rosten’s book on 
Hollywood’ is one of the best. 
eon as this issue of ‘Variety’ 
. its up-to-the-minute interpreta- 
Uons of 1941 trends and nuances. 





Glorifying the P. A. 

rical press-agentry has final- 

i. hed the pinnacle. A mythical 

mber of the profession has become 

Vv hero of a comic strip. Labeled 

od Jordan’ (that’s the p.a.’s moni- 
» Cartoon started in PM, N. Y 

— Monday (1), 

in . and his troupe were trapped 

pe aris by the Nazis, and the re- 
ceful flack is at the moment 

ting the Gestapo virtually single- 
eo, ..Strip. is authored. .by. a 


Theat 


Y reac 


couple newspapermen whose identity 
is being kept secret, but who use the 
pseudonym ‘Paine. Elmer Wexler, 
comic book and ad artist, does the 
drawing. 

PM owns syndicate rights. Selling 
and distribution is being handled by 
George Matthew Adams Service. N.Y. 





Guild ws. Luce Publications 


Threat of a strike by Time-Life- 
Fortune editorial employees looms 
as the result of indignation at the 
firing last week of Anna Golds- 
borough, chief of Life’s ‘Letters to 
the Editor’ department. Newspaper 
Guild charges she was let out for 
union activity. Luce Publications 
claim it was for ‘attitude and spirit 
which didn’t fit in with the Time- 
Life-Fortune picture.’ 

Miss Goldsborough was rated the 
most active member of tke Guild 
at T-L-F and is the wife of Milton 


Kaufman, until recently executive 
v.p. of the national Newspaper 
Guild. She is a member of the 


Guild representative assembly and 
former chairman of the T-L-F unit. 
She had been with Life for five 
years. 

Emergency meeting of the T-L-F 
Guild unit to express indignation at 
Miss Goldsborough’s’ dismissal was 
held Friday (28) and lasted more 
than four hours. It ended with a 
resolution instructing the chairman 
to call another meeting at which a 
strike vote will be taken if nego- 
tiations on Miss Goldsborough’s case 
by the Guild with management of 
the Luce mags does not proceed sat- 
isfactorily. 

About 200 of the 450 editorial em- 
ployees eligible for Guild member- 
ship attended Friday’s conclave, it is 
said. Guild is reputed to have as 
members a large majority of T-L-F 
staflers, although many take little 
active interest in its affairs. 

Guild unit is also incensed at lag- 
ging negotiations for ‘cost-of-living’ 
wage increases. Gabbing has been 
going on for eight months and Guild 
charges ‘stalling.’ 

C-of-l]. wage rises, averaging 





but | 


It’s | 


}around 7%, have been won by the 
|Guild on the New York News. Con- 
| tract is now virtually ready for ink- 
ling. Negotiations with the N. Y. 
| Post also are almost completed. In- 
| creases in minimum salaries to bring 
them up to those on the other New 
York papers have been granted. 


Krebs (Valtin) Pardoned 
An unconditional pardon was 
granted Richard Krebs, who au- 


thered the best-seller ‘Out of the 
Night’ under the pen name of Jan 
|} Valtin. 
| Olson, of California, nullifies de- 
portation to Germany on account of 
illegal entry. Gov. Olson declared he 
| is satisfied Krebs is fully rehabili- 
| tated 





Krebs served a three-year stretch | 
15 vears ago on an |} 


in San Quentin 
assault rap. 
Conn. Daily Passes Out 

Bridgeport (Conn.) Post is re- 
| ported to have paid $200,000 in deal 
which ended publication of Times- 
| Star, other afternoon daily. 
Post now monopolizes weekday press 
in Bridgeport, same management 
operating morning Telegram. Situ- 
ation is similar to New Haven, where 
Journal-Courier and Register 
under one control. 

Space rates of Post were advanced 
after Times-Star finale, 


city’s 


; Soon 


is expected 

T-S demise put 120 out of 
Some found jobs with other 
neclicut papers 


work 


Con- 


Cut Philly Ledger Execs’ Pay 


Federal Judge J. Cullen Ganey last 


week approved the reduction of sal- 
aries of four officers of Public 
; } : 

Ledger. Inc., publishers of the Phil- 


adelphia Evening Ledger, seeking re- 
organization under the Chandler Act. 
The cut was asked by the court-ap- 
pointed trustees. 

| The salary of Robert Cress 
| president of the Ledger and one of 
the trustees, was slashed from $500 
to $290 weekly: Charles 
vice-president, $350 to $193 a week; 
David R. Richardson, Jr., assistant 
treasurer, $86.54 to $73.56, and David 
I. Sensenig, assistant treasurer, $75 
| to $67.50. - 


Groucho Marx’s Writings 
Groucho Marx's ‘Mouthful of Tax, 
| gag $1 volume on income taxes, is 
being rushed out by Simon & Schus- 
ter right after Jan. 1. 

Marx. who is Savoyard, may do a 
Gilbert..-and,..Sullivan beok , fon 





S&S, following a questionnaire to 
drama and literati channels, which 
will determine the nature of the 
book, according to a plan previously 
set up in the quiz forms. It may also 
influence Marx’s ‘Iolanthe’ produc- 
tion, as he’s always hankered to do 
the Lord High Chancellor role. 





Chi Newsstand Strike 
Chicago newsstands last week 
went on strike against magazines due 
to the increased coin demanded for 
the servicing. 

Are working strictly with news- 
papers until the matter is straight- 
ened out. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Benjamin P. Bote, 68, for the past 
12 years president of the Plain 
Dealer Publishing Co. and the Forest 
City Publishing Co., also of Cleve- 
land, died there Nov. 27. The Plain 
Dealer Co. published the Plain 
Dealer, daily paper, and the Forest 
City Co. was the holding concern of 
the latter corporation. 

Jules C. Levine, 59, general man- 
ager of the Paterson, N. J., Evening 
News, died in Miami Beach Nov. 27. 

William Copeland Trimble, 90, for 
66 years editor of The Impartial Re- 
porter of Ireland, died at Enniskillen, 
Ireland, Nov. 25. 

J. Maxwell Beers, 72, editor and 
publisher of the Chemung Valley 
Reporter at Horseheads, N. Y., and 
ex-‘Variety’ correspondent, died in 
Elmira, N. Y., Nov. 29. He was 
mayor of Elmira at the time of his 
death, an office to which he had re- 
cently been elected for the third 
time. 

William O. Littick, 74, publisher of 





three Zanesville, O., newspapers, 
died there Nov. 29. 
CHATTER 


David G. Wittels, former Philadel- 
phia Record staffer, now writing for 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

George Shaffer, formerly with the 
Chicago Tribune, is Hollywood cor- 
respondent for the new Chicago Sun. 

Hubbard Keavy appointed Coast 
editor of World Wide Service, spe- 
cial news outfit recently acquired by 
Associated Press. 

Carl Combs resigned from the 
Hollywood Citizen News to join the 
Sun staff in Chicago as assistant to 
Wolfe Kaufman, film editor. 

Watson Fenimore, assistant man- 
ager of the International News Bu- 
reau’s Philadelphia bureau, has been 
transferred to the Chicago I.N:S. of- 
fice. 

Aubrey Weisberg, currently writ- 
ing screen plays in Hollywood, an- 
nounced his novel, ‘This Is the Life,’ 
had been accepted for publication in 


| London, 
Beth Brown’s condensed novel, 
‘Dedicated to Life,” set for April 





Action by Governor Culbert | 


Cosmopolitan publication, negotiated 


via William Morris agency’s Het 
| Mannheim. 
Journal, Lincoln, Neb., now has | 


Captain Barney Oldfield back on 








are | 


and | 
| boost of newsstand price from 2 to 3c 


oll, | 


Morrison, 





having finished a year with the} 
armed force of the U. S. 

Milton Berle has spotted a yarn 
entitled ‘No Clowning’ for publica- | 
tion in the official Ringling Bros.- | 
Barnum & Bailey circus program. | 
|Edwin C. Hill and Clem McCar- | 


‘thy also slated to have material in | 
| Same issue. 


Prunella Hall, for the past 21 


years picture editor and columnist | 


for the Boston Post, has 
her position to retire to private life 
Being succeeded by Helen Popko- 
vitch, who will continue to write 
under the Prunella Hall name. 











Bars Barring | 


——_——__g, continued from page 1———— 





tune’s lyric that go ‘He'll (bar- 
tender) serve you ‘till your dough 
is gone, then he'll toss you out.’ 
Later there’s another, repeated 
| several times, re ‘It’s time we had 
one on the house,’ causing flock of 
customer cracks and needling of the 
guy behind the bar about setting 
‘em up—on him. 3artenders no | 


likee, since frequently guests are in 


the mood to press the suggestion be- | 


yond a joke. Owners aren't 




















| Equity’s Comforts | 


Continued from page 1 — 


wy. 2. a2 








the soldier, 
marine. 
scriptions and, as for other sub- 
scribers, ‘Variety’ will do the mailing. 

Equity group also proposes send- 
ing the members in army and naval 


camps the smaller necessities, such 
|as cigarets, toothpaste, etc. The 
actors organization requests in- 
formation on its members in the 
armed forces. their addresses, eter - 





|}ment as the dumb 
| She manages to milk a laugh here 
j}and there, but is most unbelievable 


the | and 
film columning and editor’s desk, he | 


resigned | 


sailor or | ner. 


Equity is buying the sub-}t)] well into the first act. 


| Reginald Craig. 


Plays Out of Town 





The Admiral Had a Wife, 


Baltimore, Dec. 1. 
Comedy in three acts by Lowell HBarring- 
ton; presented by Jose Ferrer in association 
with Ruth Wilk; staged by Ferrer; setting 
by John Koenig. At Ford's, Baltimore, 


Dec. 1, °41. .$2.22 top. 

PONY COMI, onc otccdcccsessc Uta Hagen 
Lucy Belle Fairbanks........Martha Hodge 
0) eee ere Peter Goo Chong 
Lieut. Fairbanks, U.S.N.......Don Shelton 


Lieut. Allen Connelly, U.S.N..Alfred Drake 
CONG, TOWNS. 6606 rks be Kc os Victor Thorley 
BONGO 66:4:465 0440 beleon ed § Joseph Sturm 
YJohn Macquade 
Commander Skinner, U.S.N.E. J. Ballantine 


Admiral O. K. Yarmouth..... Richard Hale 
ee ee John Ravold 
Mae eiwetnkioaséenea’s eal Shiro Takahisa 
Miva. Varmowtt....0+s<ss- Mildred Dunnock 
NS EO PR Red Buttons 
Comdr. Evelyn......... Reynolds Denniston 
Be | eer Alice Donaldson 
BNC 6ib40 4id6bb0s 6dwEs Eoene ce Jadin Wong 





It’s not the navy, it’s the navy’s 
wives who make this attempt at a 
comedy. There’s a lot of manipulat- 
ing behind the scenes in Pearl Har- 
bor, and at times it results in a laugh 
or two, but the sum total is rather 
innocuous and often heavy-handed 
comedy. 

Junior Lieut. Connelly is a smart 
and ruthless officer, stopping at noth- 
ing to get his mark on the Naval 
promotion list. He has a knack for 
licking the ranking top-kickers in 
the various war games that seem to 
take up the bulk of the effort being 
put forth by Uncle Sam’s navy in 
Hawatfi. As good a potential ad- 
miral as he is, he has certainly hit 
a new low in selecting a better half. 
Of all the dizzy, dumb and brainless 
dames ever paraded on a stage, Mrs. 
Connelly takes the marbles. 


Pulling strings with an uncle in 
Congress; plotting with the admiral; 
improvising and hatching the most 
ridiculous situations to keep her 
hubby in and out of hot water; this 
gal is not only a menace to the 
country and the navy. but to all 
other dumb ingenue roles that may 
be penned in the next decade. That’s 
the play—the lieut. is promoted; the 
lieut. is on the verge of being busted 
out, exiled to Little America and 


hung on a yardarm; but in the end | 


he makes the grade with the help of 
and in spite of the ‘little woman.’ 

Direction is heavy and slow. The 
dialog sounds phoney and forced. 
There is a Down South couple who 
provide the emptiest carricatures of 
professional southerners attemnted 
in a long time. The high ranking 
admirals seem helpless end fatuous. 
The wives ought to be thrown into 
a dungeon and kent there for the fu- 
ture welfare of the country. 

Uta Hagen, who made a most aus- 
picious debut in this very house in 
‘The Sea Gull’ with the Lunts, is 
travelling in reverse with the assign- 
Mrs. Connelly. 


in a stroke of miscasting. Alfred 


| Drake, as the husband, manages to 


fare best of all with the material at 
hand, while the rest of the cast strug- 
gles valiantly. 


Unless there’s a load of rewriting | 


snappier direction, this play 
won’t go very far in its scheduled 
attempt on Broadway next week. 
There’s a glimmer of a picture, how- 





ever. Burm, 

San Francisco, Nov. 27. 
Henry Duffy presents a comedy with 
music in two acts, three scenes Based on 
‘The Patsy,’ by Barry Connors Music by 
George Grandee, Lyrics bv J cern Bren- 
nan, Directed by Russell Fillmore At 

|} the Aleazar, Frisco, Nov. 27, ’41; $1.50 toy 
Mr. Harrimgtom...ccceccscs Jed Prouty 
Mrs. Harrington. .cccccce: Catharine Doucet 
Grace Harrington .-Kathryn Mayfiel 

| Patricia Harringte ..Dorothy Sto 
Billy Caldwell. Sc peeseees Reginald Craig 
TUGT. PMBOIGOR . . ocrcctscees Charles Collins 
| Sadie Buchanan. ‘ ...Marjorie Wilson 
| Francis Patrick O'Flaherty..Paul R. Maxey 


An experiment which migh’ prove 
the formula for reviving innumer- 
able stock comedy vehicles had its 
world preem at the Alcazar tonight 


(27) in Hénry Duffy’s presentation 
of ‘The Patsy’ with musical interpo- 
lations. It’s done in two acts, three 
scenes. 

Although the locale has _ been 
switched to the patio of an Arizona 
dude ranch, basic plot of the origi- 
nal remains unchanged save for ex- 
tensive and capable pruning. Time 
formerly taken up by surplus dialog 


is filled by 10 musical numbers. 
Result, thanks largely to magnifi 
cent trouping by Dorothy Stone, 


SB a €n- Charles Collins and an okay cast, | 
thusiastic either, for obvious reasons. | 


plus satisfactory music, is a whimsi- 
cal bit of stagecraft which should be 
clicko anywhere, except 
New York. Plan is to route it to 
Chicago. With short cast and single 
set, ‘Patricia’ will be a cinch for 
touring. 

Show opens in usual stock man- 
music wisely being held off un- 


leads as logically as possible into 
songs, first of which is ‘Exquisite,’ 


| mild, between Kathryn Mayfield and | 
Other two ditties in | sic Box, Hollywood (3-13). 
| first act, handled hy Miss Stone and | 


Collins, are ‘To Know You Is to Like 
You’ and ‘So Long, No Longer,’ to 


both of which pair step. The terping | 
seems logical enough | 
Paiy had }land (8-13) 


in the patio 
and stopped the show+rold.” 


to ad lib brief encores before they 
could pick up with their lines. 

Second act opens directly on a 
song, ‘Roll Pony,’ sung ‘by Craig. 
Interwoven thereafter are ‘Desert of 
Dreams’ (soloed by Mayfield); ‘Hot 
Dog, Mustard and You’ and ‘Pen- 
guins’ with Miss Stone and Collins, 
plus ‘Nuggets,’ recited by Jed Prouty, 

‘Penguins’ is a smash novelty. It’s 
more or less dragged in, but the 
panto dance which goes with it had 
opening nighters in an uproar here, 
Tunes which bear watching also are 
‘Hot Dog’ and ‘Desert.’ 

None of the voices in the show is 
outstanding, but they suffice. Troup- 
ing, however, is superlative, particu- 
larly on the part of Miss Stone, who 
carries the show and gives the chore 
everything she’s got. Prouty and 
Collins give her topfiight assistance. 
Pacing is brisk and refreshing. 

Despite 10 songs, ‘Patricia’ never 
becomes a musical; rather it’s like a 
multi-deck sandwich. Opening re- 
action here would stamp the idea as 
a winner, Wern, 


Memphis Names 6 Shows 


For Next Alfresco Season 


Memphis, Dec. 2. 


The six shows for next summer’s 
outdoor musical season in Overton 
Park were named this week by the 
new Memphis Open Air Theatre 
board of directors. 

Picks are ‘Rose Marie,’ ‘Irene,’ 
‘Sweethearts,’ ‘The Red Mill,’ ‘Ma- 
dame Cheri,’ and ‘Hit the Deck’ or 
‘Girl Crazy.’ Each will run a week. 
The 1942 season is to extend for six 
weeks instead of the customary five 
of the past four years. 

Past twe seasons found MOAT 
cperating .on a $31,000 budget an- 
nually, paying its way completely, 
and cutting a $19,000 deficit from 
the 1939 season by $7,000. 

Organization hopes to eliminate 
deficit completely in next two years. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Continued from page 58 





HOPE FOR A HARVEST 


But 
quite 


unbelievable parts of the story. 
the introduction of Okies is 
natural. 

Third act comedy touches seem 
life-savers of the performance. One 
comes from aé spinsterish widow, 
while telling humor is supplied by 
the hearty Italian farmer who fin- 
ally wins the friendship of Elliott. 

Miss Eldridge impresses as have 
ing the edge in playing honors and 
certainly seemed tops with the audi- 
ence, while March was close run- 
ner-up in a difficult part of con- 
siderable range. Miss Eldridge makes 


a pleasant Carlotta throughout, a 
|woman shorn of worldly goods 
|inrough catastrophe abroad, but 


smilingly determined to win liveli- 
hood and happiness from the ranch 
of her girlhood. Alan Reed, a cork- 
character comedian known in 
radio, plays old man De Lucchi and 
his is an enjoyable performance. 


| Rather amusing is Doro Merande as 
| the 
|attention as 
| Franz is okay as young De Lucchi, 


widow. attracts 


Arthur 


Judy Parrish 
Antoinette; 


and Edith King does well as a ma- 
tron who does little but have a good 
time. Ibee. 





{ 

‘Current Road Sh 
‘Current Road ohews 
mum, Continued from page 6. ee 
ids, Mich. (5-6); Paramount, Toledo, 
© (8); Palace, South Bend, Ind, 
(9); Virginia, Champaigne, II!. (10); 
Coronado, Rockford, ill. (11); Park- 
way, Madison, Wis, (12-13). 





‘Native Son’ Studebaker, Chi- 
cago (3-13) 

‘Pal Joey’ Shubert, Boston 
(3-13). 

‘Papa Is Al? Wilbur, Boston 
(3-13). 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland, Walter 
Hampden, Bobby Clark) Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (3-6); Royal Alexandra, 


Toronto (8-13). 

‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Lyle Talbot)—-Cass, Detroit (3-6); 
Lafayette, Detroit (8-13). 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 


Everett Horton)—El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (4-13). 

‘Student Prince’—National, Wash- 
ington (3-13). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Majestic, Ft. 
(3); Melba, Dallas (5-6); 
Convention Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (8-9; 
Shrine, Oklahoma City (10-11); 
Wichita, Kans. (12); Mun, 
Aud., Kansas City (13). 

‘They Can’t Get You Down’—Mu- 





(John Barton)— 
(3-6); English, 


‘Tobacco Road’ 
American, St. Louis 
Indianapolis (8-13). 

Veloz and Yolanda—Hamnna, Cleve- 


supaartes eweh 
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This Space Is Too Small 


To Express 


My Deep and Sincere Appreciation 





To 
The Many Distinguished Artists 
Featuring 
““YOU AND I’’ 
and 


“TWO IN LOVE” 


H peat. Ay ile. 



































